DIRECTORY 1

BOARDS

BENEFITS

RePOIt v 78,90
BONCLARKEN

ReEPOTt o 79,97
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION MINISTRIES

RePOIt e 115
DUNLAP

ReEPOTt ..o 80,117
ERSKINE COLLEGE AND SEMINARY

RePOTt ..t 81,120
EXECUTIVE BOARD OF SYNOD

RePOTIt .. 82-85,126
OUTREACH NORTH AMERICA

ReEPOTt ..o 86,107
STEWARDSHIP

REPOTt ot 68,87-88

Allocation of Synod’s Unrestricted Income .............cc....... 10
WORLD WITNESS

RePOTt et 88-90,100

COMMISSION, STANDING
AND SPECIAL COMMITTEES

CONFERENCES

REPOTt ettt 73-74
INTER-CHURCH RELATIONS

RePOIt.ceiiiii 61-75
INVESTMENT

RePOTt .. 65,75
MINISTER AND HIS WORK

RePOTt .ottt 43,76
NOMINATIONS

RePOTt .. 76,137
REVISIONS

RePOTt ..ttt 67,77



2 DIRECTORY

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON JUDICIAL REVIEW

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON NET ASSETS
REALLOCATION

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON PRESBYTERY
COMPOSITION

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON RETIREMENT FUND
CRISIS STUDY

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON STATISTICAL REPORT
REVISION

REPOTt .ottt 38
SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON WOMEN DEACON STUDY
RePOIt . 39
MEMORIALS ........coviiiieteccee e 129
REFERENCES
PRESBYTERY REFERENCES
BeNefitsS ..oocivvieieieiiieee s 96(3-5)
BONCIArKen .....cc.civuivieiriiieeeee e 99(3)
NOMINAIONS....cveiiiiieieieiereniieeeeeeeeeseee e 138(2,3)
Special Comm on Presbytery Composition ...........cccccevuvvvunnnnnes 27
Special Comm on Statistical Report Revision..........c.ccccceeueuneeee 26
SESSIONAL REFERENCES
Benefits ...ccoeveeiiicirer s 96(2-3)
Bonclarken ........ccoeveirenenninicineceeceeeee e 99(3)
NOMINAIONS . ..cueiuieieieiertieeeteteetere sttt 138(4)
Stewardship........cccoceiiiinnnnicccc e 70(3-4)

AGENCY/BOARD REFERENCES

All Boards/Agencies..........cccccoeuriivnnininininniiiccne 72(5),129,138
BeNefits ..ccooiriiiiieee s 78



DIRECTORY 3

BONCIATKEN ..ottt e 79
Christian Education MiniStries.........cocceeevevevereerieesieeieseeseennens 127
DUnlap oo 80
Erskine ..o 81,138(5)
Executive Board .........ccoooveieiiieieeeeeeeeeeeeee e 84,85
Outreach North America.....coccvoveveeeevieeeieeie s 86,106
Stewardship ... 87,88
WOTILA WIENESS ... 89,90

MISCELLANEOUS REFERENCES

ARP Foundation ........c.cceeeeveveeerenenenenecneneecneneecnieneenens 69,70(1)
Adoption Assistance Fund...........ccccoovvviniiiiiiiiin, 119
ATCHIVES ..ottt 128
Bible Presbyterian Church...........ccccocoevviiiiiiiiiiinicenes 62
Board, Committee, Commission Template.............cccerururueeee. 129
Bonclarken 100th ANNIVeTSary .......cccocovvviiviiiviiiriiiiiiiieieieines 96
Book of Discipline .........cccocovvvvviiiiiiininiiniiicccccne, 67(20,144
BUAGELS ... 72-90
Bylaws of General Synod ..., 144
Canadian Reformed Churches.........cc.coceeerenecenencencnnencns 62,63(2)
Cancellation of Public Worship .........ccccocovvvinniiiiinnn 56,58
Catawba Presbytery ..., 27
Center Facility ... 83
Central SErviCes .......ccververirerieririerieeeesreseeeeveeenes 70(1),71(8),82,96
Christmas Benevolent Fund........c..cccoceveeivincnnincnencnccnceeen 96
Committee on CONfETENCES .......c.evvevrvereeereinieiriineeieieneeeeeeneeeenes 73
Complaint/Appeal........cccooriiiiiiiinnrceccccceeeeenenes 10
Defined Benefit Recapitalization Plan ..........c.cccccococccnencne. 70(2)
Denominational Examinations (Proposed)........c.cccccccccueunce. 44(2)
Denominational Min.Fund (DMF) .......c.cccccceveneennenn 72(3.4),99(2)
Director of CommuNiCations.......cccecervereeerenieererierenenieeneneenens 127
Directory of Private/Family Worship ..........cccccceceeieiinnncennes 144
Directory of Public WOrship .......cccccccceieeennniicicccccnes 55,144
EPC ettt 62,63(2,3)
EPCEW ettt 62
Ecclesiastical Commission on Judiciary Affairs ................ 138(10)

Election of Moderator-Elect .........ccuvvvevecueiiveeiiiieeceeeeeeeeeveeenean 126



4 DIRECTORY

Election of Vice Moderator-Elect.........cccecevevinenenncnennenennn. 126
Executive Board .........ocoeviiiiiiiiininincnceeeeee e 68(3)
Executive Director of Central Services .........cccceveveeerenencnnencne 127
First Presbytery .......ccoviiiininiiiiiiiiiicccccccccenes 27
Florida Presbytery ..o, 27
Form of Government ..........cc.ccccovvvveinninn. 68(3),127(3),129,131,144
Free Church of Scotland .........ccceceeeevrinecinincneineeeneecneene 62
Freemasonry ... 56
GOZ s 106
Grace Presbytery ... 27
Interchurch Relations.........c.coeeeeevecirinenieincicincenceeneenes 75
INVEStMENt ....eoiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeee e 71(7),75
International Conf of Reformed Churches (ICRC) .......... 61,63(4)
KAPC ettt 62
LCENSUTE. ..ttt 68(5)
Manual of Authorities and

Duties (MAD)....cccocecevrveueenee 43,65,67(1),97,126(1),127,129,144
MEMOTIALS ...ttt s 10
Minister & HiS WOTK....oooouivieeeieiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 43,76
Ministers/Widows Fund.........ccoecevvieeoneennccnnecnneccnen 44(3)
Mississippi Valley Presbytery.........cccovvvniviniiinnnnn 27,28
Moderator EIECt .......cccvevieirienieinieieeriectnetceneeeeneeeee e 126
Moderator’s Monthly Emphases..........cccccoeeiiieicnnee. 127(2),128
NAPARC ..ottt eeenenenens 61,62,63(4)
Needs ANalysis ..o 138(7)
NOMINAtIONS....c.eiiiieieierieeetecreee et 76
Northeast Presbytery Memorial on Licensure....................... 68(6)
ONA Policybook........ccccooiviniriririiiciciiiiieeceeccceceene 112(2-6)
Orthodox Presbyterian Church (OPC) ...................... 61,62,63(1,2)
PAK- T et 106
Pl A e 62,63
PRCC ettt ettt 44
QUATLETLY .o 127
RPCINA ettt 62,63(1,2,5)
Recognition of Retirees...........oooveiueeieieieiicccceeecc, 21
Retirement PLan .......cccoeoeorinieininieinenceeece e 93

Revision Committee........ccoverereririenieneninincnceieeeeens 77,127(3)



DIRECTORY 5

Robert’s Rules of Order ..........ccooviiiiininiiiniiiiiiciice, 68
RUIES Of OFder....cveoieviriiieiirieieirieieenee et 144
Second Presbytery ... 27
Special Offering ... 70,71(5)
Standards ... 144
Synod 2023......c.ciiiiii s 99(1)
SyNod 2024........cocimiiiiiiiiii s 99(1)
Tennessee-Alabama Presbytery...........cccooovevciiieieinicccnennnn, 27
Term LImits....cocovieviiiininiiinicicciceeeceeseee e 68(6)
The Quarterly ... 127
Theological and Social Concerns............cccceueuunee 55(5),77,138(10)
URC s 63(2)
Vice Moderator-Elect ..., 126
Virginia Presbytery ... 27
Virtual Communion ........ccceeveeeerereerenenenereneneneneeennens 56,56(3),61
Virtual Participation in Synod Meeting............cccccccevevvinininnnennes 10
Westminster Confession of Faith ........c.cccccevevcneinncccnnnenne. 144
Women in WOrship ... 55,56
WOrld FOCUS ..o 106
World Reformed Fellowship.........cccccceviviiiiiiiiiiiiiicenne, 61
WOTLI WINESS ... 63
MEMORIALS
Northeast Presbytery ..., 129
MOTIONS/RESOLUTIONS
Ackerman Address.........ccccviiiiiiiiniiiiiiniicce s 22
ARPWM Greetings.......oocvevveveinieiceninccciecccecceecesencens 24
CEM RePOTt..uiiiiiiiiitiicictiictcectct s 115
Final Reading of the Minutes............cccecevuviiiciininnnnncennee 146
Final ROIl Call......cccoueiirieiinieeiieiinrccirecenreeeerereeeneeeenenenes 146
Idaho 28
Inter-Church Relations Committee............cccceeiniriinncinincnne. 64
Mexico ARP SYNOd.......covevirieieiiiiiiiiinerreecicccceeeeeeeeeenenenes 64
Mississippi Valley ... 28
Moderator’s Challenge ...........cccocciieirrnnericicccccirrreeenenenes 21

LY/ () 11 ¥=1 o - HE SRR 28



6 DIRECTORY

Order of the Day Change ..., 28
Pakistan ARP Synod ........ccccoeiiiiiiniiiiniiiiicccccce 64
Parliamentarian .......cccocceeeeeeneririnenininceeinceeeeeeeeeeeeseeenes 64
Platinum Jubilee, Her Majesty Queen of England ................... 146
Retiring Moderator’'s Address.........c.cccoovvvevrneieieinccccennen, 21
REVISIONS..uvviiiiiiieiiieieee e 143,146
1S TS3 0 0 100 ) 4 T TN 129,149
Special Committee on Restructuring ...........cccoceveiviviicninncnne. 129
Virtual Participation..........cococeeeiiiiinnnniicccccnnieenes 10
Washington State...........cccooveeiiiiiinniiccccceenes 28
WHheeler SEImMON ......ccvvevveirienieirierieeneneetreteeneeeeeeeseeeee e 117
Whittet’s CEM/Turner Remarks........ccccoeeveevieivieiiieeiieeieeeenn 115
WYOMUNE ..ot s 28
ADDRESSES/SERMONS
Ackerman, Keith Remarks ........ccccocveviieeiiecieecieceeeeeee e 157
ARPWM .ottt ettt 22
Bartsch, Henry (Sermon) ... 159
Goodman, Drew (Sermon) ........ccoeceeereeerenieeneneneneneneeeneenens 162
Lawing, Morrie (Sermon).........cccoccveeniriininiccninicinceeneeenes 164
Malphrus, Patrick (Sermomn) ..o, 3
Malphrus, Patrick (Retiring Moderator Address....................... 12
McKay, Bill Moderator’s Challenge............cccccoceciiinnnnucnennnes 14
Wheeler, Howard (Sermomn) ........cccecceereeerenieerenieenenieeneneenens 164
Whittett CEM Remarks........ccccccvevuevenenieinenceneniceneneeneneenens 115
Witte, Mark (S€rmon)......c.cocceeeerereererieneineneenenieeneneeneneenens 149
APPENDIX

Tributes

Reverend L. Paul BUrns. .......cccecevevieenenieenencrnenecneneenne 165

Reverend Larry Eugene Frady..........cccocovvnviiiiinnnnnnn 166

Reverend Jan SENNEKET ........cceoveeeeereecieeeeeeeeeeeteeere e 167
List of Deceased Former Moderator and Ruling Elders.......... 168
Official Roll of Synod 2022...........cccceemeioiiiiieieiecciciee, 169

Presbytery Reports ........coceoiiiiiciiec, 177



DIRECTORY 7

Statistical Information

INtroduction........cociiiiiniiii 188
Canadian Presbytery ..., 192
Catawba Presbytery ... 194
First Presbytery ..., 198
Florida Presbytery ..o 202
Grace Presbytery.......ciiiiiiiiiiiccccces 204
Mississippi Valley Presbytery.......ccoiiiiiiniiinnnnc, 206
Northeast Presbytery ..., 210
Second Presbytery ... 214
Tennessee-Alabama Presbytery.........ccocoocoiiiinniinininns 218
Virginia Presbytery ..., 220
DIRECTORY
Boards/Commission,/Committee Listing
ARPWM......oiiiiiiiiiiiiis s 225
Boards:
Benefits ..o 277
Bonclarken.........cooiciiiiiiiiice 278
Brice Sanders (Camp JOY).....cocovvniniiiiniiiiiiicicccnne, 279
DUNIAP ..o 280
Erskine College & Seminary ..........cccccocovvivviniiiiiinncnnnnnn, 281
Executive Board ... 282
Outreach North America........ccccovvvvececccnininnnrccenes 283
Stewardship ... 284
World WItNess ..o 285
Ecclesiastical Commission on Judiciary Affairs................. 286
Committees:
CONLEIeNCES.....cveiiiiiicicc s 287
Inter-Church........cocciiiiiiiic 287
Investment.......cooiiiiiiiii 288
Minister and His Work.........ccoovviiiiiinniccccne. 289
NOomMINAtIONS......cccciviiiiiiiiiiii s 290
ReVISIONS.....ciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiccc 290

Theological and Social Concerns...........cccoeueviicurieieneininnes 291



8 DIRECTORY

Special Committees:

Moderator’s Judicial Committee..........cccecvevvevriecrervennennen. 292
Net Assets Reallocation..........ccccceeviviiiiiininiiiiicin, 292
Presbytery Composition...........cccovviviviiiiiiiicniinniniiienennes 293
Restructuring ... 293
Retirement Fund Crisis Study ........ccccoeiiniiiniiiiniiiis 294
Statistical Report Revision..........cccccoeiviiiniiciiniiiiniccins 294
Women Deacon Study ... 295
Denominational Offices..........cccocovririiiiiiiiinniniicccccae. 223
Lay Persons Assigned to Boards/Committees.................c........ 272
Ministers (serving congregations)..........ccoceceveeeeveeninrerenenneennnnes 226
Ministers (All) ..cceerereeererieenereerereenceee e 230
Mission Developers.........ccccuiivivininininiciciiiiiirccceecenene 265
Presbytery Clerks ... 225
Students/Licentiates.........c.cocoeueueuiuiiiiiiiniiiniricicceeenes 263
Synod Officers........cviiviiniiiiiiiiiiiiiis 296
World Witness Missionaries..........ccocvcveinicicinicininiciincecnes 268

CHURCHES BY PRESBYTERY

Church Directory (Alphabetical).........ccccovvviiiiiiiiinnn, 297
Canadian Presbytery ... 305
Catawba Presbytery ..., 306
First Presbytery ..o 310
Florida Presbytery ... 316
Grace Presbytery ... 318
Mississippi Valley Presbytery ..., 320
Northeast Presbytery ... 323
Second Presbytery ... 326
Tennessee-Alabama Presbytery ..., 329
Virginia Presbytery ..., 330
RULES OF PROCEDURE ..........cccoovmiiiiiiinneeeccnnnes 333

PURPOSE STATEMENT .........cccooevvviviennnen. Inside Back Cover



DIRECTORY



MINUTES OF GENERAL SYNOD

MINUTES

OF THE

GENERAL SYNOD

OF THE

ASSOCIATE REFORMED

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
(arpchurch.org)

TWO HUNDRED EIGHTEENTH
STATED MEETING

JUNE 7-9, 2022
BONCLARKEN CONFERENCE CENTER
FLAT ROCK, NC



2 MINUTES OF SYNOD

PROCEEDINGS

The 218% Annual Meeting of the General Synod of the Associate
Reformed Presbyterian Church (ARPC) was held at Bonclarken Con-
ference Center, Flat Rock, NC on June 7-9, 2022.

A Pre-Synod Conference was held on Monday evening. Addition-
al events and gatherings were sponsored by different groups during
the week.

TUESDAY, JUNE 7, 2022

Registration and sign-in for the General Synod 2022 was held in the Pat-
rick Room of The Lodge from 8 A.M. until 12 Noon.

The Moderator’s Committee on Memorials met at 10 A.M. Several presby-
teries met during the morning hours.

The Opening Worship began at 1:15 P.M. in the Youth Activity Building.

OPENING WORSHIP
218th Annual Meeting
General Synod
of the
Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church

Prelude Music Rob Roy McGregor III, Organist
Call to Worship

Song: Let Them Praise His Name

The Constituting of the General Synod Patrick Malphrus
Welcome Chip Sherer
Memorial Service Patrick Malphrus

Listing of Deceased Ministers, Synod Moderators and Ruling Elders
Sermon: Look to the Lord Patrick Malphrus
Scripture reference: II Chronicles 20:1-12

Song: I Love the Lord

Administration of the Lord's Supper
Song: I Love the Lord

Benediction
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(See Appendix for the tributes and the list of deceased Elders.)

Opening Worship Sermon

Father’s and Brothers, it is such a profound honor to stand before you right now in order to
preach the Word of God, in this, the opening worship service of our 2022 General Synod meeting.
That’s right, 2022. It's almost unthinkable, isn’t it? 2022. Do you ever find yourself wondering
“where has the time gone?” I think we tend to organize life in terms of milestones and calendar
events. Most people use things like birthdays and anniversaries to signify time passing, but I
think once you become an ARP, the General Synod meeting becomes one of those calendar events
that marks the passing of another year. And time is flying, or at least it seems that way.

It seems like only yesterday that I was meeting with Second Presbytery, up in the old gym, in
order to offer my testimony and be taken under care as a Student of Theology. It seems like yester-
day but it was actually in 2004. 18 years ago. 15 years ago I was ordained. And the fact that I
stand before you as Moderator? I cannot tell you how much of a surprise this still is to me. Maybe
not as surprising as it is to some of you, but nevertheless, I remain surprised.

This is not the Retiring Moderator’s Address, but I can tell you that as your Moderator, this
year has been an interesting one. Interesting and challenging. 1 wonder what kind of year you've
had. Covid has broken! But it is still sort of breaking, right? Covid is not here, but still here at the
same time. What an odd time to be alive. I think we will look back over these last few years and
place an asterisk beside them, mentally speaking.

I also recognize that you might ve had the kind of year and faced the kind of challenges that
made Covid pale in comparison. You might not have had the time to focus on worldwide pandem-
ics, and instead, had problems of your own to focus on. The same is true for your individual con-
gregations. Nevertheless, no matter what kind of year you ve had since we last met, here we are.
General Synod 2022. We have the business of Synod before us and then another year ahead of us,
Lord willing.

How shall we proceed? Both this week, as we face the business of the General Synod, and be-
yond, as we move forward together? There was a time when answering that sort of question was
easier, perhaps. We might have even had a canned answer, ready to fire off. Yet, hasn’t Covid
shown us the uncertainty of things?

Iwant to be careful here. I'm not questioning God’s sovereignty or anything like that, but
hasn’t Covid exposed the fact that maybe the world isn’t what we think it is, or at least doesn’t
function like we think it should, or could, or would? As a result, while moving into the future has
always contained the elements of the unknown, the nature of the world around us only increases
that reality as we ponder the future.

Some of you know this, and I greatly appreciate your prayers for it, but let me tell you, as my
daughter and I stood in an airport in Iceland, just trying to get back into the United States, and
as I rifled through my papers to produce our, “Letter of Recovery” so they’d let us on the plane
after coming down with COVID in Europe on our trip with World Witness, it occurred to me
that we went from “10 days to flatten the curve” to “show us your papers” pretty quick. After the
fact, I realized that the world I thought I knew in the past just isn’t there anymore.

So again, in light of General Synod this week and beyond, how shall we proceed?

How do we move forward? Of course, God’s Word is not silent on these things. There are won-
derful teachings and reminders throughout Scripture concerning everything from remembering
what the Lord has done for you, praising God for his provision and grace, trusting that the Lord
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will provide for the future, to relying on the Holy Spirit to guide you as you proceed forward, and
so forth.

But for the sake of today, recognizing the task of the General Synod that lies before us, there is
one passage that I believe is quite appropriate for our focus and attention because in it a principle
is laid forth. A standard, even, if you will, is presented in this passage that we would do well to
follow in light of our meeting this week and the year that stretches ahead. That passage is found in
the Old Testament, II Chronicles 20. So please take your Bibles and turn there with me, to II
Chronicles Chapter 20.

While you're turning there the only real introduction I'll offer is about Chronicles as a whole.
In order to understand the book of Chronicles, because realize that originally it wasn't first and
second Chronicles, just like it wasn't first and second Samuel. It was just Chronicles. But in
order to understand Chronicles, you need to understand a bit about the audience that received it.

While the Chronicler, as he is called by some, is anonymous, there is considerable evidence that
Chronicles was written by Ezra, the scribe. Certainly, that has long been the understanding and
tradition of Judaism. But Ezra being the Chronicler or not, there is even more evidence to support
that Chronicles was written to God'’s people, post exile. To the group of Jews that returned to a
destroyed Jerusalem after exile in Babylon.

Remember your bible history. In 586 BC Nebuchadnezzar and Babylon destroyed Judah and
Jerusalem, its capital. This marked the beginning of the Babylonian captivity where God’s people
were scattered, and many of which were taken back to Babylon. Among them were people like
Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. Sound familiar? They 're the fiery furnace folk, right?
That’s for another time and another sermon, though.

Well, as time progressed, Babylon would eventually be defeated by Persia and King Cyrus
would finance the return of the Jews to Jerusalem. The problem was that they didn’t return to
much at all. Jerusalem had been absolutely decimated in 586 BC and they returned to a city with-
out walls, and to a temple that had been destroyed. There were serious problems, indeed.

Just like you and I face an uncertain future, they too faced the same. They knew God had taken
them to the point that they found themselves, but what were they to do next? Well, it was this
audience that originally received the book of Chronicles. And Chronicles was written in such a
way as to point to the fact that God wasn’t done with his people. And it was also written to point
to God'’s justice, yes, but also His grace and power. They faced insurmountable odds, returning
to Jerusalem. And much of the history of their people was forgotten. So, in steps the Chronicler,
and through God’s Word, he offered words of hope and encouragement, but also a way forward
that we, at the 2022 General Synod, would do well to follow. And we will see this way forward
through Jehoshaphat’s story in 1I Chronicles 20.

We will begin reading in verse 1 of 11 Chronicles 20, but before we read anything let’s go to the
Lord in prayer because we need help.

II Chronicles 20, beginning in verse 1, hear now the Word of the Lord...
1After this the Moabites and Ammonites, and with them some of the Meunites, came against
Jehoshaphat for battle.

And stop reading right there. Yes, I'm serious. Stop reading right there, just for a few mo-
ments. Why? Because just like it should be anytime you start reading the Bible, you ought to pay
attention to the first words you read. Like, for instance, if a passage starts with “therefore,” what
should you do? You should stop and ask what the “therefore” is there for, right? So, we ought to
do the same with “after this” at the beginning of our reading. After what? Well, the answer, obvi-
ously, is in chapter 19.
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We won’t read it, but chapter 19 details how Jehoshaphat, King of Judah, began to really clean
the place up. Namely, he appointed righteous judges to oversee the affairs of Judah, and to judge
righteously, and he went around reminding everyone to seek God in all they did. And the reason
that is so important is because you need to know, right here at the start of the story, that Jehosha-
phat was doing what he was supposed to do be doing. He isn’t a wayward King, he desires to
serve God, he’s doing the right thing. And with that in mind, back to verse 1, it says:

LAfter this the Moabites and Ammonites, and with them some of the Meunites, came against
Jehoshaphat for battle. 2 Some men came and told Jehoshaphat, “A great multitude is coming
against you from Edom, from beyond the sea; and, behold, they are in Hazazon-tamar” (that
is, Engedi). 3 Then Jehoshaphat was afraid and set his face to seek the Lorp, and proclaimed a fast
throughout all Judah. * And Judah assembled to seek help from the Lorp; from all the cities of
Judah they came to seek the Lorp. > And Jehoshaphat stood in the assembly of Judah and Jerusa-
lem, in the house of the Lorp, before the new court, 6and said, “O Lorp, God of our fathers, are
you not God in heaven? You rule over all the kingdoms of the nations. In your hand are power
and might, so that none is able to withstand you. 7 Did you not, our God, drive out the inhabit-
ants of this land before your people Israel, and give it forever to the descendants of Abraham your
friend? 8 And they have lived in it and have built for you in it a sanctuary for your name, say-
ing, ? “If disaster comes upon us, the sword, judgment, or pestilence, or famine, we will stand
before this house and before you—for your name is in this house—and cry out to you in our afflic-
tion, and you will hear and save.” 1 And now behold, the men of Ammon and Moab and Mount
Seir, whom you would not let Israel invade when they came from the land of Egypt, and whom
they avoided and did not destroy— behold, they reward us by coming to drive us out of your
possession, which you have given us to inherit. 1> O our God, will you not execute judgment on
them? For we are powerless against this great horde that is coming against us. We do not know
what to do, but our eyes are on you.”

And we’ll stop reading there. May God bless the reading of His holy, inerrant, and infallible
Word. Amen and amen.

As I remarked before reading, even though Jehoshaphat was doing what he was supposed to
be doing. Even though he desired to serve God and was acting in faithfulness. Even though he
wasn’t looking for trouble, trouble found him. You ever been there? Just minding your own
business and then BOOM. Life happens. Well, trouble came looking for Jehoshaphat in the form
of not just an army, but as was reported in verse 2, a VAST army from numerous regions. They
are coming and they are coming for blood, Judah’s destruction, and Jehoshaphat’s head.

Well, what was Jehoshaphat to do? As we just read in verse 3, first and foremost, Jehoshaphat
resolved to inquire of the Lord. And what wonderful language that is in verse 3, that Jehoshaphat
was afraid, yet he set his face to inquire of the LORD. And “LORD” is in all caps, you'll notice,
and that indicates the personal name of God. Jehoshaphat set his face to inquire of Jehovah. And
then he proclaimed a fast throughout all of Judah. And as we consider this week and the future
ahead, therein we find the first principle we would do well to follow. How should we proceed into
our meetings? How should we proceed into the future? Or, let’s get real, what are you to do when
life blows up on you?

Or, on the other side, when everything in life is just hunky dory and you seemingly face no
problems whatsoever, what are you to do? It doesn’t matter how good or bad life is going. It
doesn’t matter how clear or unclear the path before you is, we ought to do what Jehoshaphat did,
and that is, you and I should make up our minds to inquire of the Lord. At all times. In all sea-
sons.
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It comes down to this—do you trust God or not? Is Jesus Lord of your life or not?

If you do trust God, and if Jesus is Lord of your life, you should be resolved to inquire, to ask of
the Lord, what he would have you do. Because that’s how this whole Christianity thing works,
you know.

You and I? We don’t belong to ourselves. We were bought at the highest price ever paid and,
according to Ephesians 2:10, we were saved in Christ Jesus in order to do the good works that
God prepared in advance for us to do. So, in light of that, let me ask you something. When's the
last time you inquired of the Lord? Not just asked Him to do something, but when is the last time
you really inquired of the Lord, asking Him to show you what He would have you do? How He
would have you proceed. To convict your heart about His desire for your life.

Want to know where to start in that process of inquiring of the Lord? His Word, that’s where.
You want to hear the voice of God? Pick up a Bible and read it and ask God to show you what he
wants you to do. Inquire of the Lord through His Word and through prayer. And I'm talking
about dedicated, old time prayer. Prayer designed to earnestly seek the Lord’s Will.

As Jehoshaphat faced his realities, he was so intent on inquiring of the Lord that he even pro-
claimed a fast. This might be where I have gone to meddling, I realize, but ya’ll fasting isn’t some
magical, mystical thing. It's not magical, it’s just that the situation was so serious, and Jehosha-
phat desired God’s will so much, that he declared that instead of eating and carrying on normally,
everyone should stop what they were doing and inquire of the Lord.

And what happened as a result? As we read in verse 4, the people listened to Jehoshaphat.
From all the cities in Judah the people came to seek the Lord. And as a side note, pastors and el-
ders, another principle is revealed here that is for another sermon, but it points to what real lead-
ership does. Real leadership inspires others. So much so that it wasn’t just Jehoshaphat seeking
the Lord, all of Judah was seeking the Lord with him. And all means all, as we read in our text.
They took this seriously.

And, so, what happened? Well, again, as we read, it’s at that point, with all of Judah assem-
bled, waiting on the Lord, that Jehoshaphat spoke. And just what did he say? Though disaster
loomed. Though they seemingly had no chance of victory as this vast army made its way toward
them. When Jehoshaphat spoke, he started with praise. In the darkest of times, he remembered how
good God had been to His people, and he took the time to praise God for His faithfulness.

This poses a challenge for you and me, doesn’t it? Do you remember God’s goodness? Do you
take the time to think back on God'’s blessings? On what he’s done for you? On all the ways God
has provided for you? On all the ways He protected you, in ways you don’t even know? On all
the forgiveness He’s granted you in Jesus Christ?

Or what about us, the ARP Church, as a denomination? I talked about how we, as an interna-
tional community went from “10 days to flatten the curve” to “show us your papers” pretty
quickly. Well just think about what has happened to the visible church in America. And I'm not
even talking about the mainline liberal denominations. Though they did go from “open hearts,
open minds, open doors” to brains falling out of open minds. and those open doors leading to
elevator shafts. But I'm not talking about them.

Think about how sister denominations that used to be faithful followers of God’s Word have
begun to turn and embrace the theology of hell. There’s no other name for it. I'm not saying we
don’t face issues in the ARP, that we don’t have challenges, but the exegetical, theological acro-
batics performed by those in other denominations that used to be faithful, that lead them to glorify
things like “Side B” homosexuality and embrace the ideals of the world? It’s the theology of Hell
that they’ve embraced. And just think, the Lord has kept us from these things by His grace and
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mercy alone, so we don’t get the credit. Think about how the Lord has protected and preserved the
ARP church.

And so, another principle laid forth in our passage that we would do well to follow is to not
only to inquire of the Lord, but also to praise the Lord, remembering His faithfulness.

Getting back to our text, though, Jehoshaphat not only praised God, he reminded God of His
promises to His people. As we read, he called on God to keep His word to His people. This wasn't
some name it and claim it trash of the same ilk that is preached today. No, Jehoshaphat called on
the Lord to keep His Word.

But, that’s not all Jehoshaphat did. Look at verse 12 with me again, because herein we find the
core of Jehoshaphat’s faith, and what should be the core of our faith. Herein we find the answer to
the question of how we should proceed into this General Synod meeting, yes, but into the future
beyond.

Jehoshaphat prayed in verse 12: “12O our God, will you not execute judgment on them? For
we are powerless against this great horde that is coming against us. We do not know what to do,
but our eyes are on you.”

When it comes right down to it, no matter what youre facing, whether good or bad, do you
realize that the power belongs to the Lord? Jehoshaphat just told it like it was. They had no power
of their own. They didn’t know what to do. But they knew where to look. He prayed “our eyes are
on you.”

Where are your eyes? What are your eyes set upon? Where are you looking for hope? For di-
rection? For strength? Really and truly, where do you look for hope?

We need to be very careful here, though. Very careful indeed. Fathers, brothers, and sisters, |
don’t know where you are today. I don’t know what kind of year you ve had. With some of you I
do know a bit. In my travels as moderator and in my conversations, I know that some of you have
had a very rough go of it. Some of you are facing situations with your own health, your own
family, your own congregation, and the situations you face are so dire that you may be tempted to
say “Well what do you know, II Chronicles 20, Jehoshaphat said “we don’t know what to do’, why,
that’s exactly where I am. I don’t know what to do either.”

But, we need to be careful because while there are many parallels that can be drawn between
us, today, and God’s people from of old, we don’t need to allegorize this passage and we don’t need
to superimpose it entirely over our situation because the reason Jehoshaphat said what he did
about not knowing what to do was because of this specific set of circumstances. Namely, this vast
army coming to destroy him.

You and I are tempted, you see, to draw the same conclusion as Jehoshaphat and even throw
up our hands and say “we don’t know what to do!” But is that really true? Before we say “we
don’t know what to do”, let me ask you something. Do we not have the entirety of God’s Word
wherein he has revealed what is pleasing to Him and how we are to proceed into the future? Is
God’s Word not useful for teaching, rebuking, and so forth, as Paul wrote to Timothy? Do we not
have the Holy Spirit to illuminate the Word of God and convict our hearts? Do we not have the
vows that we have taken that should inform how we are to proceed? Do we not have the instruc-
tions of our Lord, commanding us to preach the gospel?

Elders, do you not have the instruction of God’s word to guide you in how you should serve as
under shepherds within the church? Pastors, do you not know that you have the greatest privilege
of all in being a herald of the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords, King Jesus? Do you not have
the calling to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ and will you not do so with boldness, and dare I
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say it, some excitement? As lain Paisley preached, with some fire in your belly as you proclaim
the light of Christ up against the darkness of hell?

Oh yes, we need to be careful because while we are tempted to say “we don’t know what to do,”
a lot of times I think we do know what to do. The reality is this. And hear me well, here and
now— There’s a big difference between not knowing what to do, and not wanting to do what you
know. Let me say that again, there’s a big difference between not knowing what to do, and not
wanting to do what you know. But whether you know what to do and how to proceed or not, the
principles of turning to the Lord, keeping your eyes on Him through knowing and following His
Word, through dedicating yourself to prayer, these principles are shown forth in our passage and
if we have any hope of moving forward into the future well, as the ARP Church, or as individuals,
we must do as God’s word says, we must honor God.

That’s what Jehoshaphat did, and in so doing, he ended his prayer there in verse 12.

So, what happened? Well, this is one of the best parts of the story and we ve just got to read it.
After praying these things, after setting his face toward the Lord, after praising God and turning
their eyes upon Him, look at verse 13. It says: ¥ Meanwhile all Judah stood before the Lorp, with
their little ones, their wives, and their children.

Oh you can almost hear the anticipation, the silence. Though their king admits they are power-
less, they are trusting in God, and all of Judah, even down to the little ones, were there, before
Jehovah, waiting. What will God do? Well, praise be to God that they weren't left in silence, look
at verse 14.

With all of Judah gathered there, an entire nation waiting on the Lord, verse 14:

4 And the Spirit of the Lorp came upon Jahaziel the son of Zechariah, son of Benaiah, son of Jeiel,
son of Mattaniah, a Levite of the sons of Asaph, in the midst of the assembly.

Pause right there. Do you ever wonder about all the weird names in the Bible? These lineages
and so forth. Why is the lineage for Jahaziel given? Why, in the midst of a great story, do we have
to get his family tree? Well this list of names may not mean much to you or to me, but to God’s
people standing there, waiting on the Lord, this man’s family tree meant a whole lot. And it
meant even more to those who first received the book of Chronicles.

The spirit of the Lord didn’t just fall on any man, it fell on a descendent of Asaph himself, the
one King David appointed to sing songs in the temple. Yes, the one who spoke out of the silence
was the great, great, great, great grandson of the choirmaster himself, Asaph. Again, this may not
mean much to you and me, but it sure would have to them. It was a hint of the old glory of Jerusa-
lem, you see. It was a smattering of the glory of God present in the days of old, during David and
Solomon, when the whole world showed up to Jerusalem to pay homage, not vast armies intent on
destruction.

And what did the choirmaster’s great grandson 4 times over say? Well, it was actually a
prophesy. Look at verse 15, he said: ' And he said, “Listen, all Judah and inhabitants of Jerusa-
lem and King Jehoshaphat: Thus says the Lorp to you, ‘Do not be afraid and do not be dismayed
at this great horde, for the battle is not yours but God's. ' Tomorrow go down against them. Be-
hold, they will come up by the ascent of Ziz. You will find them at the end of the valley, east of the
wilderness of Jeruel. 7 You will not need to fight in this battle. Stand firm, hold your position, and
see the salvation of the Lorp on your behalf, O Judah and Jerusalem.” Do not be afraid and do not
be dismayed. Tomorrow go out against them, and the Lorp will be with you.”

No. God did not remain silent as they waited, seeking His face. Not at all. God revealed that
He did, indeed, hear their prayers and that He was coming to fight their battle for them. Despite
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the gloom, despite the uncertainty, despite the disaster looming on the horizon, God did not re-
main silent. Just like God is not silent today, no matter what you re facing. No matter what we
face.

But my friends, realize this. As I said before, instead of receiving a word from the Lord, you
have THE word of the Lord in all of its glorious fullness. If you would seek the Lord you must
pray, yes, but you must also seek Him in His Word for this is the Word of the Lord.

And after the Judeans of old received the Word from the Lord that we ve just read, what did
they do? Well, look at verse 18, it says: '8 Then Jehoshaphat bowed his head with his face to the
ground, and all Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem fell down before the LoRrD, worshiping
the Lorp. ° And the Levites, of the Kohathites and the Korahites, stood up to praise the Lorp, the
God of Israel, with a very loud voice. 2 And they rose early in the morning and went out into the
wilderness of Tekoa. And when they went out, Jehoshaphat stood and said, “Hear me, Judah and
inhabitants of Jerusalem! Believe in the LorD your God, and you will be established; believe his
prophets, and you will succeed.”

What did they do with this Word from the Lord? They believed it, and praised God for it. What
should you do with the Word of the Lord? Believe it, and praise God for it. This is the principle
that 1 alluded to before, you see. This principle should be your and my standard as we go into this
week’s meetings. Yes. As we face an uncertain future. Absolutely. No matter what your circum-
stances, all of us have the same calling. Seek the Lord, through prayer and action, believe His
Word, Praise him.

If you will do this, no matter what you face, I promise you, and forget about me, the Lord
promises in His word that He will hear you and rescue you in accordance with His will. Under-
stand this—rescue comes in many forms, one of which is the ultimate rescue in that the Lord
takes you home to be with Him, but if you will seek the Lord, believe His Word, and praise Him, it
really will change your life.

This, of course, assumes that you know Jesus. Well, the beauty of the gospel is that if you are
here today and you don’t know Jesus, if he isn’t Lord of your life, all of these promises can be
yours, but only in Jesus Christ. Turn to Him and receive the free offer of the gospel. Ask him to be
Lord of your life and He will. Take the time to confess your sins and ask God to forgive you in
Jesus and He will.

You're in a room full of preachers, but come and talk to me, if you like, after the benediction,
and I'll tell you more of the wonders of belonging to Christ. But if you already do belong to
Christ, again, trust in Him. Love him by seeking His face and following the commands of His
Word.

So, what happened with the rest of the story? Read the rest of the chapter some time later to-
day, but spoiler alert, God wins. God always wins. He fought for His people and prevailed, bring-
ing their enemies to ruin and ultimately bringing peace to His people. God always wins, you
know, and the table set before you points to both Christ’s victory over death and hell and our vic-
tory in him. Make sure you are trusting in Him alone.

Let’s pray as we prepare our hearts for the Lord’s Supper.

Patrick Malphrus
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Following Opening Worship, Synod’s Business Meeting began.

Principal Clerk Kyle Sims presented the proposed program for the 2022
Meeting of the General Synod. The program was approved as amended.

Principal Clerk Kyle Sims constituted the Roll. All overtures were ap-
proved and Sims called for the official reports of Synod's boards to be on the
table. (See Appendix for the Official Roll of Synod).

The requests for virtual participation from delegates who met the criteria

were announced.

A MOTION CARRIED

That the requests for virtual participation be approved.

Principal Clerk Sims introduced official correspondence received.
A Complaint/Appeal from Eric Ruschky and Henry Foster related to the
Jeffrey Prato/First Columbia case was presented.

A MOTION CARRIED

That the matters and materials related to the Prato case be
referred to a special committee appointed by the Moderator
for report to the General Synod.

Synod voted not to take up the memorial from Tennessee-Alabama
Presbytery which was received after the Synod materials were distributed.

David Lauten, Chairman of the Board of Stewardship, presented the
Allocation of Synod Funds. SYNOD APPROVED.
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12 MINUTES OF SYNOD

Retiring Moderator Patrick Malphrus addressed the Synod.

Fathers and Brothers,

It has been a profound honor to serve and, while challenging, my time as Moderator really has
been rewarding. I should start by saying please don’t worry. I've already preached one sermon
today and don’t intend to preach another. As a result, my remarks will be brief and mainly re-
volve around saying “Thank You.”

I entered the ministry with a desire to be used by the Lord for His glory and the furtherance of
His Kingdom. I have watched great men function in the role of Moderator, including my own
father, Phillip Malphrus, with grace and precision, leading in times of both ease and volatility.
For many years I sat through presbytery and General Synod meetings, saying nothing, just
watching, listening and learning. And the end result is that you all have taught me so much.
Both you who have served as moderators and vice moderators, and all of you presbyters. So much
so that when I address you as “Fathers and Brothers”, I really do mean it.

So again, Thank you.

It is my great hope that in my time as Moderator I, too, have offered effective leadership and
that my time has been productive. I believe it has been. I have spoken with many of you about this
experience and some of the things 1've done, and as I reflect on my time as Moderator, I recognize
that in some ways my time was not typical. When I took the chair, so to speak, we were still com-
ing out of COVID. I was not able to visit presbyteries as I had hoped. I missed some of the more
public side of the Moderator’s roll.

Even so, I believe I was able to do a great deal of work in multiple areas such as fundraising
for our retirement plan, meeting with various boards and agencies, individual church sessions,
and even some church plants. I was also honored to work with Erskine as they have brought in a
new president, who you will hear from soon and who is great cause for celebration. And, by God’s
grace, I believe I was able to help the denomination in other ways, especially through my work on
special committees. I believe I was able to help bring some matters to conclusion, and get other
matters off on the right foot.

We have a lot of things going on in the ARP right now. One of my first tasks was to appoint
special committees that are looking at very serious issues like women deacons, presbytery restruc-
turing, judicial cases, and so forth. I greatly appreciate those who took my calls when I was work-
ing on appointing those special committees, and I appreciate even more the fact that you will still
take my calls.

Being Moderator is hard work. Really it is. It requires much time and travel, and even more
time these days behind computer monitors in zoom meetings. As I have learned, the greatest ad-
vantage of virtual meetings is that you can have them any time at all. Also, the greatest disad-
vantage of virtual meetings is that you can have them any time at all. So, for these reasons and
many more, I am grateful and want to say “thank you” to Old Providence ARP Church, the
church that actually pays me and gives me the honor to be their pastor. Their patience and sup-
port have been invaluable.

As my time as Moderator comes to a close, 1'd like to share a few reflections:

We are in the midst of denominational restructuring. We have faced a retirement plan crisis,
which is heading toward resolution, but has been quite painful. We face some theological issues,
though not anywhere near the magnitude of what other denominations are facing, but even so, if
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you put all of these things together you could see how any number of these really could tear us
apart.

But that’s not happening. Instead of fracturing, the Lord is using these issues to bring us clos-
er together with better understanding for one another and with, what I believe, is a renewed com-
mitment to the gospel of Jesus Christ. And that makes the ARP special. The Lord has preserved us
and continues to do so.

I've also seen the best of the ARP in my interactions with various presbyteries, individual
congregations, with church planters and with our boards and agencies and their directors. Let me
just go ahead and take the time right now to admit how ignorant I was when I became moderator.
I knew that our boards and agencies existed, but I didn’t really know what they do. But this past
year, after attending board and committee meetings, and after spending time with these folks who
dedicate so much of their time and effort to their respective ministries, it has just been so hum-
bling to see these things. It's been so wonderful to see your love for Jesus Christ and your desire to
do what is best for your agency and for the ARP Church, and it has been a such a great blessing
to me. To that end, let me encourage you to pick up the phone and talk to one another. If you are
wondering about the work of a board or agency, pick up the phone and talk to one another, not
just about one another.

I've seen the best of the ARP in what was perhaps the most valuable experience I had during
my time as Moderator, when my family and I traveled to Europe to be with World Witness mis-
sionaries.

Again, I was so ignorant as to what they do, but you all gave me the opportunity to see the
glory of the Gospel at work. You gave me the opportunity to see our missionaries and their love
for the gospel of Jesus Christ, their efforts for growing the Kingdom of God, their priorities on
display, and the circumstances under which they work, and all of this was sobering and hum-
bling.

In my time as Moderator I saw the best of the ARP, both here and abroad. And it’s for this
reason that I have much hope for the future of the ARP.

But, over the last year I have also seen that we have some work to do. Fathers and Brothers, we
have many churches that are struggling. We have presbyteries that are struggling. There are some
who hold far too much responsibilities in their presbyteries and who struggle because they don’t
have brothers who will share the burden with them. What a shameful thing it is that we are con-
cerned over things like quorums and being able to find men willing to serve. Did we not all take
the same vows? Are we not Presbyterians? Are we not a connectional church?

Some of my perspective comes from the fact that I'm the chairman of our Nominations Com-
mittee in Virginia presbytery, and the chairman of Nominations on the General Synod’s com-
mittee, but we have to snap out of our apathy over the work of the presbytery and the General
Synod. And beyond that, we have to get real about the world we’re living in. We have to get real
about sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ and the fact that our children are threatened to be swal-
lowed up by the world around them. We have to get real about the target that is on our back. In a
world where more and more denominations and churches slide into liberalism and apostacy, don’t
think for one moment that Satan desires any better for us. We must be on guard as the evil one
attacks, and therefore we must come together.

We have to get excited about our salvation in Jesus Christ and share our excitement with the
next generation. There is only one way to move forward as a denomination, only one way to be
built up and it is on the Word of God, with a desire to see the lost come to know Jesus Christ. I
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know that you know this, and I am excited to see how the Lord will implement these things
through us because I believe the Lord is working in the ARP.
Thank you for this wonderful opportunity to serve. To God alone be the glory.

Patrick Malphrus

Retiring Moderator Malphrus presented Moderator-Elect, Bill McKay, to
the Synod and transferred the Moderator’s Shield to Mr. McKay. Mr. McKay
gave a charge to Patrick Malphrus and then presented the Retiring Modera-
tor’s Bible to Patrick Malphrus.

Moderator McKay presented his Moderator’s Challenge to the Synod.

Fathers and brothers of the ARP General Synod,

T'would like to begin by giving thanks to God for His gracious providence in all things in every
part of our lives. It is by His grace and His promises alone that we are enabled to gather and work
together in conducting the business of the church. He has delivered us and we have safely arrived
where we should be for this week’s meetings. I want to thank the ARP General Synod for the op-
portunity and trust you have placed in me to serve this calling from God as your Moderator for
the next year.

It is with great joy that we, as a synod, are able to once again fully meet in person and grace
the facilities of Bonclarken for our annual General Synod Meeting. It has been far too long and I
know that Chip Sherer and his staff are very pleased to have us back and it is good to be back. For
those of us from Canada, it is even better to be able to travel across the border again. We praise
God for His tender mercies and providences.

T'would also like to add my personal thanks to Past Moderator Patrick Malphrus and the Prin-
cipal Clerk, Kyle Sims. They have been a tremendous resource and aid in my preparations for this
year’s synod meeting. They have proven themselves to be true friends and brothers in Christ in
every sense of the word. After Dr. McGregor had to deal with the pension plan matter, Patrick
had to deal with the continuing aftermath of that issue as well as the beginning of restructuring
changes to the Synod committees, boards and agencies. Patrick has put in countless long hours in
his service to the synod and I would like to take this time to recognize the immense value of that
work. On behalf of the General Synod, I would like to give thanks to his wife Amanda and daugh-
ter, Isabella, for their sacrifice of his time.

I want to thank all of the staff of Central Services for their faithful and yeoman work as they
have prepared for these meetings, especially Cindy Scott and her associates in the office. I would
be lost without their guidance. Every year, I hear the moderator thank these people for their tire-
less work, but over this past year, I have travelled to the land of OZ (so to speak) and have been
given a glimpse behind the curtain to see how hard they have worked to make sure these meetings
are organized and run well. For those of us (like myself) who may be a little obsessive and compul-

sive in our lives, it is a breath of relief.
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T'would like to thank my church family (Grace Presbyterian Church, Woodstock, ON) and the
Canadian Presbytery for their support in my years serving as a local church elder, the Clerk of
Session of Grace and as the Stated Clerk of the Canadian Presbytery these past 20 plus years.
Without the support of these friends, my brothers and sisters in Christ, I would not be able to be
here today.

Finally (but not least), I want to give thanks to almighty God for His providence for my fami-
ly’s support in my work in the church. There have been many, many hours of meetings at the
church, visiting families as well as preparing for and attending other meetings upon meetings
(especially in the past 6 months). Without their love and support, it would be a thankless job.
They are my love and my encouragement to continue on to work to share the love of Christ
around the world. I want to take this opportunity and recognize all of them who are able to be
here with us today - my wonderful and loving wife, Janet, without whom I would be lost; my
daughters, Jaclyn and Stephanie, Jaclyn’s husband, Gary, and all of their children, Josiah, Eliyah,
Micaiah, Abby, as well as 2 of Stephanie’s children, Alasdair and Brynn. Stephanie’s husband,
Shaun, and their oldest daughter, Maire, were unable to be here because of school responsibilities
at home. They are all precious to me and without their love and support, I would not be able to do
what I do. I thank God for his gracious provision for my loving family and my friends.

ADVANCE THE GOSPEL! Moderator’s Theme and Challenge (2022-23)

As I began preparations for this year’s theme for the General Synod, I was reminded of the past
moderator’s themes and challenges of years past. (Cindy even sent me the list!!). As a quick re-
minder for everyone, the emphasis for the decade of 2020-29 is “One God, One Mediator”. In
2020, Dr. McGregor challenged us with his theme of “Preparing the Church for the Return of
Jesus Christ”. Last year in 2021, our brother Patrick Malphrus challenged us with “No one who
puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the Kingdom of God.”

In light of the previous themes for synod, a logical question for us to consider is “What exactly
is the work ahead for the church?” To answer that question, I want to consider the text from Phi-
lippians 1:12, where the Apostle Paul writes to the church in Philippi from his Roman prison:

“I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to
advance the gospel, so that it has become known throughout the whole imperial guard
and to all the rest that my imprisonment is for Christ.”

Let us consider this verse and in particular the three-word phrase, “advance the gospel”. Hear
those words used here to describe the result of what has happened because of Paul’s imprisonment.
His witness for Christ, in now known throughout the Imperial Guard as well as with other peo-
ple. The gospel is spreading in spite of Paul’s being in prison. But I want to look more closely at
that three-word phrase “advance the gospel”, especially in the context of the Great Commission
of Christ. With the Great Commission, Jesus directed the disciples to go out and share the gospel
with the whole world. Throughout the Book of Acts, Paul is fulfilling this commission and is con-
stantly working to advance the gospel in whichever locale and situation he felt God was leading
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him to. In that context, “Advance the Gospel” now becomes an imperative and serves as the
“marching order” (so to speak) of the church. This is the theme for the next year and my challenge
to the ARP General Synod. “ADVANCE THE GOSPEL!”

History has a distinct propensity to repeat itself and throughout the past years, the world (as
always) has continually moved from one crisis to another. In other words, in today’s world it is
always “situation normal” as we see more and new crises rise every day in our 24-hour news
cycles. The exact specifics of each crisis of any age may differ, but in the end, the basic essence
driving these crises are the same - we live in a world that is corrupted by sin. We have seen the
world occupied with the ravage of disease, as we are now into the third year of Covid. We have
seen nations perpetrate war on other sovereign nations, with the unprovoked attack and invasion
of Ukraine by Russia and the resulting refugee crisis. We see great confusion created by a godless
world lost in fruitless discussions about sexual identity and transgenderism — discussions that
seek to change the definitions of our language and the historical concepts of the society by which
we live our lives. We live in a world which quickly embraces “Cancel Culture”, as opposed to
using critical and analytical thinking, as we attempt to engage in intelligent and legitimate dis-
course and discussions. We observe the world embracing a condition which involves a long-term
breakdown in the relationship between thought, emotion, and behaviour. This breakdown further
leads to a faulty perception, inappropriate actions and feelings, along with a withdrawal from
reality and personal relationships. It moves into a realm of fantasy and delusion, and assumes a
sense of mental fragmentation. The Oxford English Dictionary describes this behaviour as
“schizophrenia”. We know it more accurately as sin. We live in a sin filled schizophrenic world
that refuses to accept a true biblical understanding of sin and salvation.

Activists and false teachers cry out that “Black Lives Matter” or “Every Life Matters”, and
then challenge for the “right” to legitimize the murder of unborn children. The world at large
condemns the rise of suicide rates (especially among young people), but then demands medically
assisted death for themselves or elderly or ill people in their desire to take their own lives or oth-
ers, when they feel life has become inconvenient or untenable through life situations and illness.
Historical and biblical positions on social issues which were widely accepted in the past, have now
become fodder for division, attack and recrimination by the world. Each of those issues will even-
tually affect some part of our lives, either directly or indirectly. None of us in the world are im-
mune to this. Neither is the church safe from these same sins as confusion, division and anger
have also manifested themselves there. OQur proximity to any issue or sin is not a measure as to
how any of us will be affected. It is our acceptance of sin, our attitude towards sin, with no repent-
ance of sin - that is the crux of the manifestation of the worldly turmoil we see. We embrace our
sin and are reluctant to repent of our sin - “To be sorry for our sin and to hate and forsake it
because it is displeasing to God” (Q&A #56 - Children’s Catechism). As a society today (and
sadly in the church many times too often), our primary focus has become about “me, the individu-
al”. We have forgotten Q& A #1 of the Westminster Shorter Catechism, “What is the chief end
of man? To glorify God and enjoy Him forever.” The world has lost the Christian perspective
that all things are done for God’s great glory and our enjoyment of that forever - not the self-
glorification, self-aggrandizement or self-sanctification we see occurring around us every day. We
do not consider our actions in light of the benefit to the collective group of God’s people to share
with others for the greater benefit of the church, so that God is glorified.

Our experiences of the past few years are not unique to us as a group nor as individuals, nor to
the overall life of the world or the church. Ecclesiastes 1:9 tells us “What has been is what will
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be, and what has been done is what will be done, and there is nothing new under the
sun.” There is nothing new. But, regardless of how we are affected, the everyday events and is-
sues of the world have the capability to distract our thoughts and lives so we focus on the wrong

object. The world’s longing for “truth” has become totally subjective, supplanting the objective
and absolute truth of God’s Word. Satan’s lie “Did God really say?”, reverberates throughout
history and is a constant refrain in our lives, even today. Its intent is to sow controversy and
confusion in the world and to a certain end, it has been successful. But the church needs to re-
spond as Christ did, by relying solely on the truth of God’s Word to guide us each day through
the lie - the resulting confusion and controversy in our lives.

To those of you who know me well, you know that I enjoy reading military history (mostly
20" Century). As I approached the development of this year’s theme and challenge, I was remind-
ed of a particular military engagement that occurred 105 years ago in 1917.

In north-eastern France, not far from the Belgian border, there is a long geological feature that
dominates the landscape. This prominence is just over 4 miles long and stands about 200 ft. in
height at its highest point above the surrounding Douai Plains. This tremendous height ad-
vantage gives anyone on the crest of that ridge, a very commanding and strategic viewpoint as it
overlooks the nexus of roads and villages that immediately surround it. This elevation is known as
Vimy Ridge. From 1914-17, Vimy Ridge was firmly in the control of the German army. With
their command of the ridge, the ground war on the plains below had shifted from a war of rapid
troop movement and cavalry charges, into a war of bitter stagnation. Trench warfare became the

status quo for battle. The battle lines were firmly drawn into place and those lines of battle rarely
changed for three years. The old military adage held true — “He who controls the high ground,
controls the battle field”.

For three years, the French and British armies fought to retake Vimy Ridge from the German
army and they failed at a human cost of more than 150,000 casualties. In desperation, the allied
commanders then handed the mission of taking the ridge to the Canadian Corps of the British
Army. (As an aside, this was the first time in history, Canadian soldiers were allowed to fight as
an independent fighting force under Canadian commanders. Prior to this time, they served exclu-
sively under British command.)

In a snow storm, on Monday, April 9, 1917 (the day after Easter Sunday), the Canadian
Corps launched their plan to take control of the ridge. Using a “creeping barrage” of artillery
bombardment as a shield, the Canadian soldiers were able to rapidly advance across “No Man’s
Land” and into the German trenches. Within 8 hours, the Canadian troops were able to control
the majority of the ridge and on Thursday, April 12, (three days as opposed to three years) the
troops of the Canadian Corps were victorious as they successfully achieved total control of Vimy
Ridge and defeated an enemy that had been well entrenched on that ridge.

As they approached the day of battle, the Canadian Corps responded to the challenge placed
before them with three basic steps.

They planned; They prepared; They implemented the plan.

The Canadian commanders meticulously planned for every possible contingency they believed
they may find in this battle. They diligently prepared their troops for the upcoming battle through
the acquisition of the needed ammunition, supplies, men and materials. They underwent many
weeks of drills, training and rehearsals so the men would be properly trained and prepared to
fight. They sent out reqular patrols who gathered vital information of the enemies’ movements

and weaknesses. The plan was then implemented with precision timing. All of this was done to
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give a greater assurance of victory. But, at the end of the day, they still had no real guarantee of
success.

As they prepared their plan, the allied commanders most probably considered their probabili-
ties of success against their “acceptable” losses. It is possible the generals may have even consid-
ered the military axiom from the 19" century German military tactician, Field Marshall Helmuth

von Moltke, (which when translated to its basic interpretation) stated, “No plan survives first

contact with the enemy”. This basically means there is never a 100% assurance of victory in

any plan of battle as you contact the enemy, as any number of unanticipated situations could then
arise to derail any well-designed plans.

In the sinful world in which we live, the only guarantee we have, is that there is no absolute
guarantee to the eventual outcome of any plan or activity which man undertakes. In spite of all of
the preparation and training that the world undergoes in any avenue of life, there is always the
distinct possibility that our plans may fail. The human response to any given situation is,
“Prepare for the worst and hope for the best.” But scripture tells us in Isaiah 46:9-10 and 11
(b), “...for I am God and there is no other; I am God and there is none like me, de-

claring the end from the beginning and from ancient times things not yet done, say-

ing, ‘My counsel shall stand, and I will accomplish all my purpose,’...1 have spoken,

and I will bring it to pass; I have purposed, and I will do it.”

All things work through God’s perfect and sovereign being and plan. And in God’s perfect
sovereignty, the probability of His success is always perfectly 100% guaranteed - nevertheless.
When our plans falter and fail, God continues faithfully in His glorious plan. And, when situa-
tions in our daily lives go awry, it is most often from our resistance to God’s plan and purpose for
our lives. Man is impatient and we try to force our plans, which are based on our lack of wisdom
and an incomplete understanding of any particular situation. God knows the big picture and we
don’t. At best, our ideas and plans are second best, and they will often lead to sin as we try to use
worldly principles and methods to deal with the problems and issues we see before us.

The church needs to examine itself in how we respond to the adversity the church has histori-
cally faced, is now facing and will face in the future. Here is a question for us to ponder. Through-
out this adversity, where has the church been putting its focus? Are we united, or instead, are we
distracted and not focused in our worship and proclamation of the Gospel of God?

We must remember we are in the midst of a spiritual war against the forces of darkness. But
also remembering that every single part of this spiritual war has been part of God’s sovereign
plan from the very beginning. This is a war that has existed from the beginnings of creation to the
present day. But it is a war where the enemy has already been defeated. Christ is victorious even
from before the very beginning of time according to God’s perfect and sovereign plan. In the book
“Let’s Study John” (Banner of Truth Publications), Dr. Mark Johnston writes:

“At the very heart of John’s account of the crucifixion, Jesus is described as ‘knowing

that all was now finished....” (John 19:28). This ties in with a sequence of statements

throughout the section signalling the fulfillment of scriptural expectations. In other

words, the experience of Jesus on the cross was following a course that had been mapped
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out beforehand in the Old Testament. Everything that God had revealed concerning His

plan of salvation was reaching its culmination in these dark hours on the cross.

Indeed, Jesus Himself was profoundly aware of every development even as He hung

on the cross in mortal agony. He, more than any other, was conscious that everything

He was enduring was ‘according to plan’. This truth hits us from the very beginning of

the account. As Jesus makes that final trek towards His death, no detail is accidental,

everything is pervaded by the predictions of the Old Testament Scriptures.”

God’s Word clearly teaches that we are part of a great and united Church, whose battle against
the gates of Hell will be successful. Throughout the past years, I have often been reminded of how
the church is called daily in battle against the forces of Satan in this world. But thanks be to God,
this spiritual war is not a war with an inconclusive end. It is not a war devised by men. It is not a
war that has stagnated into “trench warfare” where neither side is able to advance. It is a spiritu-
al war following God’s perfect battle plan and it has already been won by Jesus Christ. Through
His death, His resurrection and His ascension to sit at the right hand of God the Father, the war
is finished. Jesus Christ is already victorious.

Christ’s victory on the cross at Calvary was accomplished in three basic steps:

God perfectly planned (Romans 8:28) — In His sovereignty before time began, God coun-
selled with Himself in His plan for creation and all that would flow from that.

God perfectly prepared (John 1:1-10) - God prepared and provided the means by which His
plan would be put into action.

God perfectly put His plan into action (Romans 5:1-6) — “Therefore, since we have been

justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord, Jesus Christ.

Through Him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which

we _stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. Not only that, but we

rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and en-

durance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not

put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through

the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. For while we were still weak, at the

right time Christ died for the ungodly.” (The phrase “at the right time” denotes

the schedule and plan God has put into place.)

It is the Lord’s battle and not ours, but we do have a part to play and we are actively involved.
Even though we are finite and limited in our resources, we must be faithful. God will take what

we inadequately bring and He will make it more than adequate to fulfill His Plan.

“For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through
wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save those
who believe”. (1 Corinthians 1:21)
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In the book “Let’s Study Mark” (Banner of Truth Publications), Dr. Sinclair Ferguson de-
scribes “four principles by which every Christian should live.”
“Submit the whole of your life to Scripture. It is the rock on which all spiritual sta-
bility will be built.”
“Focus on what God is doing in your circumstances. Do not become obsessed about

what either man or nature may be doing.”

“Trust your fellow Christians. However, do not forget they are saints, not angels.
We ourselves fail; others fail us; Christ alone is unfailing.”
“Remember that all of the enigmas of life will never be resolved until the final res-

urrection.” There are many things in life that will be a mystery to us.

Through the power of His Holy Word by His Holy Spirit, God speaks for the salvation of sin-
ners by the spoken word to His glory. God has won the war, but the daily trials which we endure
in this life are still ongoing. That is for our sanctification. But what exactly is our role to advance
the gospel in this war that God has already won? What is the plan for our involvement.

We are to come in worship and praise of God alone;

We are to make use of God’s “Means of Grace” which He has given the church. This is
through our reading and study of His Holy Word, our making proper use of the sacra-
ments and through prayer;

We are to share the message of God’s grace in the fellowship of believers and to the communi-

ties around us.

At His temptation in the wilderness, Jesus responded to Satan by quoting God’s Word from
Deuteronomy 6:13 when He said, “You shall worship the Lord your God and Him only

shall you serve.” We are to bow before our sovereign God in our worship and service to Him
alone. And, we are to make use of God’s means of grace in order that we may be prepared to share
the gospel of Jesus Christ with an unbelieving world.

As we close, I want reflect back to Vimy Ridge in 1917. What drove the Canadian soldiers as
they waited to begin the fight of their lives in the cold and wet snow in their trenches? It was fear
and desperation that drove them forward. Desperate men took desperate measures because they
wanted to survive the battle. In order to survive they had to follow their training for the plan to
succeed. They were trained to be quick and precise in their movements in battle. They were
trained to not be distracted by any events that happened around them. It was drilled into them to
never stop moving, listen to their leaders, follow the plan and keep advancing until the goal of
taking the ridge was achieved.

As it was with the leaders of the Canadian soldiers, or any army, to train their men, it is
through the leadership of the church that the church is prepared and trained in order to advance
the gospel. Without faithful church leadership being involved, congregations will never progress
in their ability to join the battle and be part of the great work of the church to advance the gospel.
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The Book of The Acts of the Apostles is the story of the early church working to advance the
gospel. The apostles went out following the commission given to them directly by Jesus. They
were engaged in the Lord’s work in order to advance the gospel throughout an unbelieving and
sinful world — much like the world we live in today. Our work is no different from the saints in
the past — share the gospel of Jesus Christ with an unbelieving and sinful world. We must boldly
and faithfully proclaim to the world the precious name of Jesus Christ as the Most High Son of
God who came to save sinners — the only name by which we can be saved. Praise God for His
grace and mercy as we prepare for battle, so on that day where we will all stand before His glori-
ous throne, we will stand united in triumph with the King of Kings and Lord of Lords, praising
His name for all eternity in unity and peace for the war that He has already won for us.

Charles Simeon once said in a warning to the church, “Well be it known to you, that if you

who call yourselves Christians, will not value the gospel as you ought, it shall be taken away from

you, and will be given to others who will bring forth the fruits thereof with ¢ladness.” Revelation

2 also describes a similar warning to the church of Ephesus.
We have a blessed responsibility given to us. Scripture tells us in 1 Peter 4:16 that “as each
of us has received a gift, use it to serve one another as good stewards of God’s grace.”

We are to be good stewards of the gifts God has given us for the glory of Jesus Christ - not to serve
ourselves but instead to serve one another and the church as the gospel is advanced in the world.

Our calling and the task of the church is to “Advance the Gospel”! Are we desperate to follow

God'’s plan to see the gospel advanced? We must rely on God’s perfect plan of salvation that He
created, implemented and then provided the glorious means of grace for us to use in our work to
advance the gospel. We need to be active and deliberate in our witness instead of being reactive.
We must be desperate to share the gospel. We are to be witnesses like Paul, so that all will know
that what happens to us, is for the world to see and hear of the infinite grace and glory of Jesus
Christ. As we confess, believe, teach, preach and share the gospel as individuals and as the church
united in Jesus Christ, the gospel is advanced, to the glory of our Almighty God. “For from him
and through him and to him are all things. To him be the glory forever. Amen.”

Bill McKay
A MOTION CARRIED

That the Retiring Moderator’s Address and the Moderator’s
Challenge be included in the Minutes.

Principal Clerk Kyle Sims, and Central Services Executive Director, Roger
Wiles, presented Synod’s certificates in recognition of Retired Ministers,
Non-Ordained Synod Employees and Missionaries.
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Mr. Sims recognized the following for their years of service:

Ron Beard (Synod’s Principal Clerk — 49 years)

Chip Smith (Synod’s Treasurer — 28 years)

Brent Turner (Executive Director of CEM - 16 years)

Roger Wiles (Executive Director of Central Services - 6 years).

Special acknowledgements were made for Bonclarken hosting Synod 2022,
Rob Roy McGregor III as musician for Synod 2022, and Synod Pages (Ryan
Gladden, Joel Haan, Noah Jordan and Josh Starnes).

David Lauten closed the business session with a closing prayer and din-
ner blessing.

TUESDAY EVENING

The evening session began with a season of prayer led by Clint Davis and
a sermon by Mark Witte. A special presentation was made by Keith Acker-
man. (See Appendix for sermons and presentation).

A MOTION CARRIED

that Keith Ackerman’s address, as much as possible, be
included in the minutes. (See Appendix)

The following were called forward to introduce themselves:

Ministers who have been received and/or ordained since the 2021 General
Synod Meeting.

New Missions/Congregations which have joined the Associate Reformed
Presbyterian Church since the 2021 General Synod Meeting.

Seminary and special students under care of presbytery since Synod 2021.

Moderator McKay introduced Steven Adamson, President of Erskine Col-
lege and Seminary, for greetings. Clint Davis prayed for President Adamson
and Erskine.

An address from Katey Powell, President of ARP Women’s Ministries was
read by Reading Clerk, Mark Miller.

I want to thank you for this time to speak and be heard. So far this has been a fruitful year for
Women’s Ministry. I speak for the Executive committee when I say we feel that God is leading us
on a path to getting back to our roots and what’s important for the Women of the ARP faith.
There are times in our organizations when we question what we are doing and why we are doing
it. We ask; does it still have purpose? Does this Glorify God? Does this build up the body of
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Christ? Some tasks fail in having purpose because the need has changed or no longer exists.
Some tasks fail because they do not glorify God or build up the body of Christ. And some disap-
pear without a sound, and we wonder how that happened. So far, it’s been a year of questioning
what we’ve done in the past, what we have not done during COVID, and what we need to get
back to. And I thank God that He has given us clarity on our focus.

Our vision is still purposeful and steers us in the right direction - ARP Women’s Ministries
is an organization which encourages, equips, and connects the community of ARP wom-
en to minister together for God'’s glory and purpose.

Our challenges are still very relevant. And our desires will always be important:

Know God intimately,
Love God faithfully,
Serve God fruitfully

I just want to share a couple of examples of how God is shining HIS light on Women’s Minis-
try path.

Our first full committee meeting in March brought about a lot of great discussion. We took
time at the beginning of the meeting to pray for one another. I believe that being “prayed up” and
listening for Gods guidance was key as HE graciously paved our way. First was a question asked
by a young lady about how she could get training as an officer in the ARPWM. This question
brought about much conversation, a history lesson, decisions, action items, and joy! What a
blessing that a young mother desires to use her gifts in Women'’s Ministry and to glorify God.
We are now in the midst of making it happen. The fruit of our training is yet to come but, I know
that God will bless our attempt as we pray for HIS Holy spirit leading. Officer training was an
event that we used to do every year without fail! How did we lapse in not conducting it the last
couple of years? COVID? Weariness? What I do know is that God gave our committee “like
minds and like spirits” (Philippians 2:2) and we are all involved in preparing for the training. It
will be held at Family Bible Conference, Tuesday morning 7/26 at Synodical Hall.

We will also hold a training at our quarterly meeting in July to “pass the torch” per say — our
pink notebooks — to the new ARPWM officers which God has supplied. We are encouraging all
WM levels; Presbyterials and churches, to have officer training. Officer training should be open
to all women young and old, new, and seasoned. It should be encouraging and open to questions
so that women can get a glimpse into using their gifts by holding an office in the Women’s Minis-
try.

Another piece of wisdom came from a source outside our committee and the wisdom spoke to
all of us on how we need to remember our purpose and objective to support agencies like FBC,
Jubilee Birthday women, retired missionaries, and ARP Magazine. And to collaborate with other
partner agencies and committees and be a benefit and resource as we work together.

Ephesians 4:1-3 says “I, therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner
worthy of the calling to which you have been called, 2 with all humility and gentleness, with
patience, bearing with one another in love, 3 eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the
bond of peace.”

Ecclesiastes 4:9-10 says, “* Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their
labor: 10 If either of them falls down, one can help the other up. But pity anyone who falls and has
no one to help them up.”

We grow stronger as a denomination when we love one another, support each other, collabo-
rate with each other, and lift each other up in prayer. I have already felt that support from all of
you gentlemen when I attended the Executive Committee of the General Synod in Greenville and
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in different conversations with partnering agencies. We will continue supporting you and lifting
you up in the work of the denomination and know that you will do the same for us.

A prayer warrior once told me there is no better time to pray than now...so let me pray for
you.

Lord Jesus, I pray that God would provide the men of Synod wisdom and courage and strength
to guide us as a denomination. I pray that you would give each man at Synod the wisdom to seek
you and hear your leading for the ARP denomination, I pray that you would give each man cour-
age to stand firm in their faith during these times of confusion and negativity in this world — let
them not bend to the status quo. I pray that you give each man the strength to be men of prayer
and praise to you Lord Jesus our creator and God. Lord Jesus, bless our work as we strive togeth-
er to glorify you. We ask for unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a tender heart, and a hum-
ble mind (1 Peter 3:8) and bless our working together side by side as a family of brothers and sis-
ters in Christ. Let us be lights that shine in the darkness and reveal your glory and saving grace.
In Jesus name.

Thank you again gentlemen for your support — we need your guidance and prayer. We look
forward to working with you and assisting you in the work of the denomination.

Katey Powell
Lee Shelnutt offered prayer for ARP Women’s Ministries.
A MOTION CARRIED
That Katey Powell’s comments be included in the Minutes.

The report of the Special Committee on Net Assets Reallocation was pre-
sented.
Special Committee on Net Assets Reallocation

The Special Committee on Net Assets Reallocation (“SCONAR” or the
“Committee”) was created and charged by a motion adopted by the General Synod
at its October 2020 meeting. The motion resulted from Recommendation #5 from
the report of the Special Committee on the ARP Retirement Plan, more commonly
known as the Moderator’s Blue Ribbon Committee (“MBRC"), at the same meeting.
More specifically, the motion approved was:

That a reallocation of at least $3,000,000 from the net assets of Syn-
od boards and agencies to the ARP Retirement Plan Trust Fund be
approved, with the sources of the reallocation to be identified and
determined by a committee chosen by the Moderator.

The amount to be raised was subsequently determined to be $8.5 million, a fig-
ure established by the Board of Benefits with assistance from the Retirement Plan
actuaries. At the June 2021 meeting of General Synod, SCONAR reported that it
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had identified approximately $5.2 million. Some of the funds identified required
court filings, which have now been completed and those funds are now available.
Also at that meeting, SCONAR's mandate was extended another year.

Appeal: A motion approved at the June 2021 meeting of General Synod in-
structed SCONAR to coordinate a capital campaign and appeal to churches and
members to close the gap in funds needed. In November of 2021, SCONAR (with
the assistance of Central Services) sent such an appeal to all Ministers and Clerks of
Session. At the time that letter was sent, the estimated shortfall remaining was ap-
proximately $1.6 million. The Committee was pleased to participate in telephone
and in-person consultations with a number of churches as they considered gifts to
offset the Retirement Plan unfunded liability.

An accounting of monies received during SCONAR's tenure---which includes
monies received as a result of the appeal---is as follows.

ARP Retirement Funding
Actudl as0f4/27/22

ONA-RLF [in chudis I ntares t aarmod] 2,099,534
ONA-Operations 600,000
[Foundation (ncsas imarest eamea) 2,003,834
World Witness 549,471
CEM-no DMin ‘21, 12 mosin ‘22 379511
Bonclarken 50.000
Agencies #4007 10-010 5,682,351
Mise 8100720-010
Catawba Presb 200,000
First Presh 300,000
Second Prish 200,000
Missis3ippi Valley Presh 50,000
Abbeville ARP Church 500
[Bovee Memorial ARP Church 20000
Brookside Presbyterian Church 200
Camden ARP Church 2500
Centennial 8P Church 15000
Christ Chur ch ARP 32000
Christ Presbyterian Church 10000
[Ellisville Presbyterian Church 25
First Presbyterian Church 500000
Faith Prebyterian Church 5000
Greenville ARP Church 50000
Hickory Grove ARP Church 2500
Johnson Creek ARP Church 500
Korean Bethel Presbyterian Church 5000
Lake W ales First Presbyterian Church 20000
Lancaster Frist ARP Church 5000
Midlane Park ARP Church 200
Mint Hill Presbyterian Church 1000
Reformation Presbyterian Church 1500
Salem Presbyterian Church 7970
Sharon ARP Church 11000
Thomsan Presbyterian Church 4000
Timber Ridge ARP Church 1000
Troy ARP Church 1000
Village Presbyterian Church 5000
Westview Presbyterian Church 1000
White Qak ARP Church 118024
Individuals 58,302
Gastonia Foundation 50,000
Ola B Hunter (Trust) 1,306
Retmt Adjmtsfrom Churches “28)

1,572,878
Retirement DM Allocation-Act ual-2021 529,320
Retirement DM Allocation-Act ual-2022 130,070
Outstanding 2021 Expenses paid 1111,701)
Grand Total-Funds Avallable 7,802,917
Goal 8,500,000
Shortfall 697.083
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In response to the need, the Session of First Presbyterian Church of Columbia
approved a large leadership gift as a sign of its commitment to the ARPC and its
ministers, and to encourage others to give as the Lord allows. While highlighting
this gift, SCONAR is mindful that our Lord called out the importance of the gift of
the "widow's mite."

SCOR: As the Committee met prior to last General Synod, it was anticipated
that additional funds might be freed up as a result of restructuring. Obviously, any
determination would have been dependent on specific recommendations from the
Special Committee on Restructuring ("SCOR"). It is our understanding that SCOR
has yet to complete its work, so we have not considered any funds which might
result from recommendations SCOR may make and which would subsequently be
approved by General Synod.

Appreciation: SCONAR expresses its appreciation to each individual, congre-
gation, presbytery, and board or agency for its contributions. In many cases, these
have been sacrificial gifts and we are thankful to the Lord for them.

Recommendation:

1. That Synod renew and/or amend the Committee’s mandate to extend its work
for another year. Upon an updated accounting from the Board of Benefits of the
remaining need to fully fund the defined benefit plan (plus a prudent reserve in

excess), SCONAR will make an updated appeal to churches and individuals to
raise the remaining funds needed. SYNOD APPROVED.
Respectfully submitted,

Harry Jeffcoat, Chairman

Rex L. Casterline, Clerk/Secretary
Patrick Malphrus

Kyle Sims

Jay Younts

Advisory Members: Rob Roy McGregor, 111, Roger Wiles, Chip Smith.

Moderator McKay passed the gavel to Vice-Moderator David Lauten.
The report of the Special Committee on Presbytery Composition was pre-
sented.
Special Committee on Presbytery Composition

At the 217" Annual Meeting of the General Synod of the ARPC, held on June 810,
2021, a memorial from Catawba Presbytery was approved “to instruct the Moderator to
appoint a special committee to examine the size, boundaries and composition of all the
presbyteries and, if necessary, make recommendations to the next stated meeting of Syn-
od.” Moderator Patrick Malphrus appointed and assigned the following to this special
committee: Reverends G.J. Gerard (Northeast Presbytery), James Hakim (Tennessee-
Alabama Presbytery), Ike Hughes (Virginia Presbytery), Tim Phillips (Mississippi Valley
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Presbytery), Lee Shelnutt (First Presbytery), Kyle Sims (Catawba Presbytery); and, elders
Neil Houser (Florida Presbytery), Steve Kerns (Second Presbytery), Bill McKay
(Canadian Presbytery), and Phil Williams (Grace Presbytery). Due to the death of Mr.
Kerns, Rev. Chuck Wilson (Second Presbytery) was added to the committee member-
ship. The Committee offers thanks to the Lord for the services Mr. Kerns rendered to our
work and for all he did in the life of the Church.

The impetus for the memorial from Catawba which gave rise to the appointment of
this committee was the question regarding the best care and long-term home for its con-
gregations in Texas and Louisiana. In addition to considering that concern, the com-
mittee prayerfully reflected upon concerns about the strength of all our various presby-
teries and how the work of the Lord Jesus Christ in the United States and Canada might
be strengthened and strategically advanced by reconsidering and potentially redrawing
their present boundaries. If presbyteries with works bordering one another will have
direct, frank, and official discussions, then the committee believes that the best and most
strategic ideas on redrawing boundaries will be produced. The Form of Government
limits the authority of the General Synod in this matter as follows:

The General Synod shall advise Presbyteries in its processes, but not the out-
come, of the actions of the Presbyteries, in order to: A. Organize, receive,
divide, unite, transfer, dismiss, and dissolve Presbyteries in keeping with the
advancement of the Church...(12.22.A)

There was a unified sense among the committee members that, with some of our pres-
byteries, the status quo is long past being a viable option and that discussions and rea-
lignment must take place or some presbyteries will shortly no longer be able to function
and would need to be dissolved. And we believe neighboring presbyteries have
strengths that would benefit those that are struggling. In all this, the Committee believes
it is time for action and not for kicking the proverbial can down the road. Therefore, we
would want to offer our advice below as strongly as we can.

With those thoughts in mind, the committee presents the following recommendations
to the General Synod:

Recommendations:

1. That the Catawba Presbytery be advised to transfer, and the Mississippi Valley Pres-
bytery be advised to receive, the churches of Catawba Presbytery located in Texas and
Louisiana, if deemed appropriate by all presbyteries concerned. SYNOD AP-
PROVED.

2. That the Catawba, Second, and Tennessee-Alabama Presbyteries be advised and re-
quested to have formal discussions to consider merging the three presbyteries into
two, if deemed appropriate by all presbyteries concerned. SYNOD APPROVED.

3. That the Florida and Mississippi Valley Presbyteries be adwised-and requested to have
formal discussions te-plan-en and to prayerfully consider merging the OKlahoma and Min-
nesota congregations into Mississippi Valley Presbytery at some point in the future, if
deemed appropriate by all presbyteries concerned. SYNOD APPROVED AS AMEND-
ED.

4. That the Virginia, First, and Grace Presbyteries be advised and requested to have for-

mal discussions to consider merging three presbyteries into two, if deemed appropri-
ate by all presbyteries concerned. SYNOD APPROVED.
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5. That the General Synod recognize the need to strengthen existing presbyteries and the
Synod request the presbyteries to present joint memorials to accomplish this, based
on their fermal discussions, and it is highly desirable that memorials be forwarded to
Synod by April 15, 2023, if deemed appropriate by all presbyteries concerned.
SYNOD APPROVED AS AMENDED.

6. That the Committee be dissolved. SYNOD APPROVED.

Respectfully submitted,

Lee Shelnutt, Chairman
A closing season of prayer was led by Scott Smith.
WEDNESDAY MORNING

The morning session began with a season of prayer led by Norman Kent,
sermon by Henry Bartsch and a special presentation by Kevin Carter. (See
Appendix for sermons and presentations).

A MOTION CARRIED

that a change be made in the schedule of the day for lunch
to end at 1:45 pm.

A MOTION CARRIED

that the states of Washington, Idaho, Montana and Wyoming
be placed in the bounds of Mississippi Valley Presbytery.

The report of the Special Committee on Restructuring was presented.

Special Committee on Restructuring

Synod’s Special Committee on Restructuring has met numerous times via videocon-
ference since Synod’s last meeting. The committee has focused on accomplishing four
tasks. They are:

1. To work with Synod’s Principal Clerk to ensure that the Synod approved rec-
ommendations of the committee’s report to the 217" meeting of General Synod
are implemented (Minutes, 2021, 24-26). The committee is pleased to report all
recommendations will be completed within their allotted time.
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2. To “study the feasibility of returning the agencies of Synod, excluding
Bonclarken and Erskine, to an historic Presbyterian committee struc-
ture” (Minutes, 2021, 84). Though this work is ongoing, the committee believes that
the Dunlap Board should also remain as a board because of the legal and finan-
cial nature of its work.

3. To write a paper that outlines the committee’s convictions regarding the biblical
foundations of the Church as well as the principles that govern the committee’s
work. After much discussion, the committee decided to govern itself by the
mission statement and ministry priorities that Synod adopted in 2012 as a part
of its strategic planning process. The committee’s rationale is explained in the
paper titled, “The Committee’s Philosophy on Restructuring,” which is append-
ed to this report.

4. To develop a “unifying organizational approach” for Synod regarding “global
ministry, evangelism, and church planting as it confronts the ever-changing
challenges of the twenty-first century” (Minutes, 2021, 26). The committee met
with representatives from Outreach North America and World Witness
throughout the past year to begin this immense task. Both Executive Directors
of these respective agencies and the representatives from their boards have
helped the committee understand better the strategic alignment and differences
of these two agencies as well as the operational distinctions that are unique to
each of them. The committee looks forward to continuing its work on this task
over the next year.

Recommendations:

1. That Synod receive the report and its appendix as information. SYNOD APPROVED.

2. That Synod give the committee another year to complete its work. SYNOD AP-
PROVED.

Respectfully submitted,

Andy Putnam, Chairman

APPENDIX
The Committee’s Philosophy on Restructuring

In response to numerous requests from members of Synod, Synod’s Special Com-
mittee on Restructuring submits the following paper as the rationale for making our
decisions and recommendations. In it, we outline our philosophy for the restructuring
process under four headings. First, we briefly explain the biblical foundations of the
Church’s ministry. Second, we discuss our denomination’s biblical and historical fulfill-
ment of our Lord’s mandate to his church through the preaching and teaching of God’s
Word as well as through acts of Christian service. Third, we delineate the present chal-
lenges we perceive our denomination facing from within as we attempt to fulfill our
mandate. Finally, we define the five ministry priorities that govern our work. Ultimately,
we are convinced that any restructuring plan for the General Synod must emphasize the
primacy of worship, the development of Christ-honoring disciples, and the advancement of
Christ’s kingdom through witness and evangelism, Christian service, and church planting.
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Biblical Foundation of the Church’s Ministry

What is the purpose of the Church? Why did our Lord Jesus Christ institute her?
What does the Word of God reveal regarding this all-important matter? The Bible says
that before the Lord Jesus Christ ascended to heaven to assume His exalted state at the
right hand of God the Father, He made the following declaration about the Church to his
apostles:

“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that [ have commanded
you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:18-
20).

This declaration, known as the Great Commission, tells us that the Lord commis-
sioned the apostles to make disciples of all nations. As such, there is no commission that
is greater.

We can agree, then, that the Great Commission is supreme, but what exactly does it
entail? What is Christ commissioning his apostles to do? Two things stand out. First, He
instructs them to baptize and, next, to teach (verses 19 and 20a). So, we can say with cer-
tainty that the Great Commission includes teaching (or training) those who have been
baptized into the fellowship of the Church.

Indeed, this pattern - first baptizing, then teaching - appears with astonishing repeti-
tion in the structure and content of the Book of Acts and the Epistles of Paul.

God sends a Preacher/Teacher (Peter, Paul, Apollos, Epaphras, Timothy or whom-
ever) to a new region without a local church.

The Preacher/Teacher declares the good news of Jesus Christ to all who will listen.

Those who are dead-in-sin are brought to new life as the Holy Spirit draws them
into union with Christ.

As the number of born-again believers increases, a new congregation is planted
where none existed before.

After this, the local church elders begin the grand enterprise of teaching the saints all
that the Scriptures reveal about the new life in union with Christ. One example will illus-
trate the point. In Colossians 2:6-7, Paul encourages the saints in the city of Colossae
with these words:

“Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, rooted and
built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding
in thanksgiving.”

Notice the order of events. Paul reminds the Colossian saints that, in the recent past,
they received the Lord Jesus Christ (another way of saying they received new life or
were born again) and were taught the faith (that is, the doctrines of faith), and now, they
are commanded to walk in Him (or follow Him). When the Bible says that someone was
“walking in Him” or “in the Lord” it usually means he was following the Lord’s way -
His teaching and principles. The disciples walked with the Lord for three years; that is,
they were taught and trained by Him during that period.
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Now, to return to the Colossians text. Why is walking in the Lord Jesus Christ so im-
portant? Paul provides the answer in the very next section of his letter to the Colossians.
He warns the church, in Colossians 1:8-15, about the dangers of living in a fallen world:

“See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty deceit,
according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the
world, and not according to Christ.”

The point is obvious: worldly philosophies act as traps that can ensnare Christians
with false beliefs; the saints must guard against these perils. But how are Christians to
know which ideas are false which are true? Here we have one of the fundamental pur-
poses of Christian education: to train the saints to discern false doctrine and reject it.

Of course, Christian education is far more than merely training the saints to avoid
heresy. The primary purpose of Christian education, as Paul makes clear (verse 7), is to
“build up” and “establish” the saints in the Lord Jesus Christ. This purpose depends on
teaching believers, young and old, the doctrines set forth in the Bible. This is what our
Lord had in mind in the Great Commission when he charged His disciples, (teach)
“them to observe all that I have commanded you.”

In summary, the Church has no greater task than to make disciples of all nations,
which includes teaching believers the doctrines of Christ. Teaching is a primary mandate
of the Church; every church, both large and small, has been charged by the Lord to carry
out this commission.

The Great Commission Now

How are We Doing?

When we ponder the Great Commission, it is vitally important to keep this one fact
uppermost in our mind: it is a standing order, which has not been cancelled . From the
moment it was issued until the moment it shall be completed at the return of Christ, the
Great Commission remains in effect. With each new generation, the charge of Christ
summons a fresh legion of saints to go and make disciples of men and women, boys and
girls whom He is pleased to save by grace. Thus, the same command that marshalled the
apostles long ago, must now marshal the current generation:

“Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them ... and teaching them
to observe all that I have commanded you” (Matthew 28:18).

This is the divine call to all Christians, both individually and collectively. How is the
church responding to Christ’s Great Commission?

Making Disciples

There are many ways in which disciples are made. In the case of baptizing, we do so
not only when one of our member-families is blessed with a newborn baby, but also
when an adult convert requires the sacrament. In the case of teaching, the answer is
more complex and requires further explanation.
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The Mandate of the Church
The Centrality of Teaching the Revealed Word of God

In the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church, a heavy emphasis is placed on teach-
ing the revealed Word of God to the people of God. It is taught to the congregations
from the pulpits every Lord’s Day. It is also taught during weekly prayer meetings,
youth activities and bible studies. In all these instances, the Lord has graciously blessed
the teaching ministry.

To summarize, we have seen that God has ordained the Church to make disciples, in
part, by teaching them the doctrines of Christ, so that Christians can avoid the dangers
of false belief and know the truth about Christ. But the blessings that come with the min-
istry of teaching are far greater than even this summary conveys. Let us consider the
blessings and riches God bestows on the ministry of teaching.

The Blessing of Teaching the Word

The Gospel of Jesus Christ can be stated as simply as in the apostle Paul’s words
“Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners” (1 Timothy 1:15). At the same time,
we understand that the entirety of the Bible is given to us to reveal the depths of the glo-
ry of this profound statement. The truth of Christ’s incarnation ought to affect our un-
derstanding of every aspect of life in the universe. As our faith grows in Jesus Christ and
as we understand more and more of the magnitude of the Gospel, we come to under-
stand with increasing clarity Paul’s response:

“Oh, the depths of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God!
How unsearchable are his judgements and how inscrutable his ways!
For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has been his
counselor? Or who has given a gift to him that he might be repaid?
For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be
glory forever, Amen” (Romans 11:33-36).

The Bible is sufficient to provide the basis for the simplest of professions of faith in
Jesus and at the same time the deepest and most mature. It is for this reason that the Bi-
ble says about itself:

“All Scripture is breathed out by God and is profitable for teaching,
for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness”
(2 Timothy 3:16).

Faith in Jesus is not only established by the Word of God (1 Peter 1:23), but also
strengthened and matured in the Word of God (John 17:17). It is for this reason that
God’s people are to be diligent students of the Bible learning to take every thought cap-
tive to obey Christ (2 Corinthians 10:5).

The Office of the Preacher/Teacher and the Ministry of Preaching/Teaching

Not only has the Lord given the Bible as the tool by which the Church is to grow in
grace, He has also provided the Church with the means to exercise this tool. In the Great
Commission, as we have seen, Jesus gives us these marching orders:
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“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have
commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, even to the end of the
age” (Matthew 28:18-20).

This mandate of preaching and teaching the things of Christ to the nations is the pri-
mary and official duty of the Church. When Paul was instructing young Timothy in how
to structure the Church and minister to God’s people faithfully, he said:

“You then, my child, be strengthened by the grace that is in Christ Jesus, and
what you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses entrust to
faithful men who will be able to teach others also” (2 Timothy 2:2).

Not surprisingly, then, one of the qualifications of leadership in the Church is to be
“apt to teach” (Titus 1:9). There is no question that one of the primary duties given by
God to the Church is to teach God’s people how to apply Christ crucified to every area
of life via the Bible.

The official duty of preaching and teaching the Bible must never be divorced from the
intended benefit for the people of God. The Church is to be faithful in both officially
preaching and officially teaching so that her individual members can, in turn, be faithful
to the Lord in all areas of life. Peter tells us as individuals that we are to “be prepared to
make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you” (1 Peter
3:15).

Likewise, parents are to be faithful in passing down the whole counsel of God to their
children (Deut. 6:7; Eph. 6:4). We are to be “blameless and innocent, children of God
without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted generation, among whom you
shine as lights in the world, holding fast to the word of life” (Philippians 2:15,16). If these
things are to be true of us as individuals, then we need, first, to be well-versed in seeing
and applying Jesus Christ in and to all things. Our Lord has given to the Church the Bi-
ble and the mandate to teach its truths so that the true child of God can grow in the grace
and knowledge of Jesus Christ (2 Peter 3:18).

The Ministry of Christian Witness and Service

Not only does the Bible mandate the Church to speak and teach buts also to minister
by witness and service. We are called both to teach and act. If we focus exclusively on
one mandate, then we miss the mark with the other mandate. The ministry of Christian
witness and service is to be shared with the world around us.

While the primary mandate of the Christian Church is the preaching and teaching of
the Word of God to a lost world, Christians also bear a very large responsibility to our
neighbors by our witness and service to that same world. The aspects of Christian wit-
ness and service are clearly seen through the concepts of mercy, compassion and coun-
selling to a world that does not easily understand the concept of service out of love. Ga-
latians 5:22-23 explains the Fruit of the Spirit:
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“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.”

Galatians 6:1-10 continues with a call to bear one another’s burdens as we apply the
Fruits of the Spirit:

“Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual
should restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest
you too be tempted. Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of
Christ. For if anyone thinks he is something, when he is nothing, he deceives
himself. But let each one test his own work, and then his reason to boast
will be in himself alone and not in his neighbor. For each will have to bear
his own load. Let the one who is taught the word share all good things with
the one who teaches. Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever
one sows, that will he also reap. For, the one who sows to his own flesh will
from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from
the Spirit reap eternal life. And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in
due season we will reap, if we do not give up. So then, as we have oppor-
tunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those who are of the
household of faith.”

The primacy of Christian witness and service involves using the spiritual gifts God
has given each Christian (e.g., Romans 12:3-8; 1 Corinthians 12:1-31) in fulfillment of the
Great Commission. Every Christian is eligible to participate in this ministry of witness
and service. In fact, it is every Christian’s duty as God’s representatives in the world.
Primarily, we are to make disciples for Jesus through evangelism and discipleship. But
through the witness of our service and good works, we are God’s fellow workers in tak-
ing the Gospel to the world (1 Corinthians 3:5-9; cf. Colossians 1:28, 29).

1 Peter 3:1 gives us the example of a wife’s witness and actions with an unbelieving
husband.

“Likewise, wives, be subject to your own husbands, so that even if some
do not obey the word, they may be won without a word by the conduct of
their wives.”

Witness and service in Christ refers to many things. All witness and service should be
grounded in the Great Commission (Matthew 28:18-20) and centered in Jesus Christ, but
that Christian witness and service can take many forms. Some examples of where Chris-
tian witness and service are very evident and important in the Christian Church (and the
ARP) are:

Medical (e.g., Christian Hospital Sahiwal, Physicians, Nurses, Dental, etc.)
Chaplains (e.g., Military, Civilian First Responders, Prison, etc.)
Providing education facilities (e.g., ARP Schools in Pakistan)

Aiding and caring for the poor and needy
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Challenges to Fulfilling the Mandate

While the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church has historically emphasized the
teaching of the revealed Word of God to the people in its pews, the denomination has
struggled, in her recent past, to effectively “equip the saints for the work of minis-
try” (Ephesians 4:12). The 2007 Vision Committee identified four consequences of this
struggle that have negatively affected the vitality of the denomination. These factors are
as follows.

First, there is a lack of theological unity and the emergence of recognizable factions within the
ARP Church. Some desire to maintain a mid-20t century synthesis of Christianity and the
middle-class culture of the American south. Others promote a broad evangelicalism to
make the denomination more relevant to the contemporary culture and more suitable for
ecumenical partnerships. Still others pursue a Reformed identity that is rooted in the 16
and 17t centuries while rejecting all contemporary expressions of ministry even though
they may be within the historic parameters of Reformed theology. And then, there are
“those who attempt to follow a path that is both authentically and meaningfully Re-
formed and also responsive” to their contemporary ministry contexts.

Second, the ARP Church tolerates mediocrity. Though remaining theologically and intellectu-
ally committed to the teaching and preaching of the Bible, the denomination is not cur-
rently known for producing great preaching on a broad scale. Additionally, presbyteries
do not have uniformed standards for the examination of new ministers, which creates a
potential lack of consistency of ministry emphases across presbytery lines. Moreover,
church membership in many ARP congregations has become “easier” over the years as
the practice of church discipline has declined. This means that the average ARP congre-
gant does not value membership in the same way our forefathers did.

Third, many ARP congregations suffer from a crisis of biblical instruction. Catechetical in-
struction is no longer a vital part of the life of most congregations. This means that gen-
erations of ARPs have grown up without systematic, clear, and detailed instruction in
basic Christian beliefs, making them more susceptible to being taken captive by worldly
and human philosophies and empty deceit (Colossians 2:8).

Fourth, a spirit of moralism is present in the ARP Church. Numerous congregants labor un-
der the assumption that Christianity is ultimately a matter of being a good person.
Therefore, they rely upon a combination of “works righteousness” and faith for their
salvation. This combination of works and faith is eternally harmful as it points them
away from the biblical doctrine of justification by faith alone. It also leads to a sense of
complacency and self-satisfaction that poisons the vitality and health of a denomination
that is historically rooted in the Reformation doctrines of God’s sovereign grace.

These sobering realities give us reason for pause, but they do not cause us to lose
heart because our great God is capable of reviving and renewing his Church. We must,
however, reclaim our commitment to fulfill our biblical mandate of developing disciples
of the Lord Jesus for the advancement of His kingdom to the glory of His name.

Refocusing Our Mission
In response to the challenges identified by the Vision Committee in 2007, Synod ap-
pointed a strategic planning committee to develop a plan for the revitalization of the
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Synod, her agencies, and her congregations. After five years of work, this committee
submitted to Synod a new mission statement for the denomination and five ministry
priorities that would govern the work and decisions of Synod and her agencies moving
forward. Synod adopted the committee’s recommendations. Our Restructuring Com-
mittee has followed Synod’s lead by adopting the same mission statement and priorities
to govern our work.

Synod’s Mission Statement

“As sinners being saved by the mercy of God in Christ Jesus, Associate Reformed
Presbyterians are compelled by His grace to give glory to God in worship, life and wit-
ness. By the power of the Holy Spirit, we aspire to be people gathered into churches,
who are living obediently to the Word of God; growing in the grace and knowledge of
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ; loving one another as Christ has loved us; proclaim-
ing joyfully the gospel of grace freely to all; making disciples among all nations; and
working in unity with all who call upon the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.”

Our Five Ministry Priorities that Govern Our Recommendations

The first priority is Powerful Gospel-Centered Preaching. Our Reformed heritage
highlighted the centrality of preaching for the Church. Moreover, this is a genuinely
biblical emphasis (Romans 10:14-15; 1 Corinthians 1:21-25). Indeed, the great periods of
revival and reform in the Church have invariably been accompanied by the powerful
preaching of the Word of God.

The second priority is Church Planting. The New Testament Church expanded
through the planting of churches throughout the Mediterranean world as the Apostles
were obedient to the Great Commission. Today the General Synod has a preponderance
of small, rural churches. Some of these congregations are unlikely to survive the ongoing
shifts in population patterns. That said, our impetus for church planting must come, not
from a desire to perpetuate the denomination for its own sake, but rather from the recog-
nition that the ARP Church has something of great value to offer the world, from the fact
that the gospel involves the extension of the Church, and from the New Testament mod-
el where this extension entails the planting of new churches.

The third priority is Christian Education. We live in an age when many Christians are
woefully ignorant of the Bible and of the Christian tradition. As the 2007 Vision Com-
mittee report noted, “A major focus of the church must be the training of people in bibli-
cal knowledge and Christian doctrine. All Boards, Agencies, and Committees of the
Church on the General Synod, Presbytery, and Congregational levels should make it
their focus to communicate and exemplify a biblical and Reformed worldview in their
respective work.” Accordingly, this biblical and theological training will focus on equip-
ping Associate Reformed Presbyterians to discern and properly engage the ever-present
threats to Christian belief and practice in our secular age, enabling them to communicate
the truth of the Gospel in both the context of the church and the world. Well-equipped
disciples are natural evangelists.

The fourth priority is Multi-Generational Ministry. Membership trends and patterns
of the ARP Church in recent decades suggest that a significant problem we face is the
loss of the younger generations. Some of these younger people have gone on to become
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vital members of other Evangelical churches. Sadly, others have not. As the 2007 Vision
Committee report observed, “A Reformed ecclesiology embraces every generation. The
church is perhaps the one place where multiple generations gather on a regular basis.
Yet we are in danger of losing a significant portion of the younger generation. The minis-
try of the ARP Church must be intentionally multi-generational as it seeks to equip ma-
ture adults, younger adults, adolescents, and even young children with instruction in
God’s Word and in Christian truth that is appropriate to each age group. Conferences
and educational materials should emphasize the relevance of the Gospel for all genera-
tions.”

The fifth priority is Biblical Stewardship. Synod’s committee on Denomination Minis-
try Fund Spending reported in 2020 that the denomination has limited resources due to a
decline in members and financial support over the last 10-15 years. At present, the ARP
Church has less than 25,000 members and an annual budget of roughly 2.6 million dol-
lars. These financial and human resources must be stewarded in a biblically responsible
way to maximize them for the fulfillment of our Lord’s mandate upon his Church.

Three Broad Categories for the Priorities

In developing an effective restructuring plan for General Synod, the committee orga-
nized the five ministry priorities into three broad categories: worship, discipleship, and
witness. Along with the global Church, the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church exists to
glorify God by fulfilling the mandate Christ gave to us. Therefore, we believe General
Synod’s structure should emphasize the primacy of worship, the development of Christ-
honoring disciples, and the advancement of Christ’s kingdom through witness and evangelism,
Christian service, and church planting.

Conclusion

With the Lord’s help, our committee will provide a plan for restructuring the ARP
Synod and her ministries that will enable her to more faithfully fulfill Christ’s mandate
to make disciples of all nations by baptizing them, by teaching them to obey all of
Christ’s commands, and by equipping them to be witnesses for Christ in word and deed.
This plan will be governed by the mission statement and ministry priorities as already
approved by Synod.

The report of the Special Committee on Retirement Fund Crisis Study was
presented.

Special Committee on Retirement Fund Crisis Study

Based on a motion at Synod 2020, Moderator McGregor constituted the Special Com-
mittee on Retirement Fund Crisis Study, so purposed for the investigation of all matters
which contributed to and triggered the Retirement Fund Crisis. Because this committee
first convened on March 2, 2021, it sought the will of Synod 2021 to allow additional time
to complete its work.
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While the work of the committee has progressed, the committee last met on August 3,
2021, and there is still more work to be done. The chairman needed to resign from the
committee, and a new chairman is now in place. The committee seeks to finish its work
and therefore requests its term be extended until Synod 2023.

Recommendation:

1. That Synod grant an extension of time for the committee to continue and complete its
work by Synod 2023. SYNOD APPROVED.

Respectfully submitted,
Randy Foster, Chairman

The Special Commission on Statistical Report Revision was presented.

Special Commission on Statistical Report Revision

A motion carried at Synod 2021:

That a commission be appointed by the General Synod which shall be com-
prised of the current stated clerk of each presbytery along with the Principal Clerk
of the General Synod, and that this commission be tasked to examine both the con-
tent and the processes of annual statistical information so as to improve the pro-
cess. The commission shall put a revised process in place in time for the gathering
of information in January of 2022.

The commission met in November 2021. Three sub-committees were formed to
distribute the work. Changes to help streamline the forms were made prior to the
forms being distributed in December 2021. Those changes included:

Added Average Weekly Attendance

Removed Active Family Units

Removed wording for Associate church members but left in the reference
Removed all of the church organization numbers.

Removed Other Presbytery Benevolence

Removed Other Income and Local Operating Expenses

Combined Non-Capital and Capital for Designated Receipts

Added Total International Ministry

The commission has additional research to do in order to further streamline the
reports.

Officers: Kyle Sims, Chairman
Ray Cameron, Vice-Chairman
Mark James, Secretary
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Recommendation:

1. That the commission continue their report for another year and report to Synod
2023. SYNOD APPROVED.
Respectfully submitted,

Kyle Sims, Chairman
The Special Committee on Women Deacons Study was presented.

Special Committee on Women Deacons Study

The formation of the Committee by Moderator Patrick Malphrus was occasioned by
the referral of a Memorial from First Presbytery “to a special committee appointed by the
Moderator” (2021 MOS, 101). Committee membership consists of Robert Cara, William
Evans, Mark Ross, and David Smith (ministers); and Trent Gazzaway, Chris Tibbetts,
Ken Wingate, and Jay Younts (elders). The Committee met in Greenville, SC on January
13,2022. William Evans was elected Chairman and Mark Ross was elected Secretary.

Given the exegetical, theological, and historical complexities attending the issue, the
Committee quickly recognized that it was not in a position to generate a comprehensive
and substantive report in time for the 2022 Meeting of the General Synod. Instead, it
decided to submit a preliminary report in anticipation of a final report to be submitted to
the 2023 Meeting of the General Synod. This preliminary report includes a brief sum-
mary of the history of the issue in the ARPC, and it identifies certain areas where differ-
ences in exegesis, theological method, and historical interpretation have led to differing
conclusions with regard to the propriety of women serving in the diaconate.

The Committee recognizes that people with equally high views of the authority of
Scripture as God’s Word can come to different conclusions on this matter. Thus, it is not
entirely surprising that three distinct positions seem to be evident within the ARP con-
text at this time. First, there are those who believe that Scripture clearly forbids women
serving as ordained deacons in the church (the view reflected in the First Presbytery Me-
morial). Second, there are those who believe that Scripture does not forbid women serv-
ing as ordained deacons, that it includes the example of at least one female deacon
(Phoebe in Romans 16:1), and that the ministry of women in the office should be encour-
aged. Finally, there are those who hold that Holy Scripture is not entirely clear on the
matter, and that it is appropriate to allow sessions the liberty to decide whether women
may stand for election to the diaconate. This last position is, in effect, the current official
position of the ARPC.

Historical Summary

For much of its history, only males served as deacons in the ARPC. This policy was
changed in 1972 in the wake of some controversial proposals to revise the Form of Gov-
ernment. In 1969, a committee recommended that all offices of the Church be opened to women, a
proposal that was decisively defeated. Another revision to the Form of Government re-
taining the exclusion of women from the Diaconate was presented in 1971, and this was
amended on the floor (the motion to amend was made by Henry Lewis Smith, who later
had a long and fruitful ministerial career in the Presbyterian Church in America) to al-
low sessions to determine eligibility for the Diaconate by adding the following:
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“*Circumstances of the local congregation shall require each session to determine the
meaning of the word persons.” Chapter 7 (“Concerning Deacons”) was then narrowly
approved by a presbytery vote of 154-73 (1972 MOS, 4; note that a two-thirds vote in the
Presbyteries is required for constitutional changes).

In retrospect, it appears that this local-option policy regarding women in the diaco-
nate has not served as a “Trojan horse” for opening all offices to women in the ARPC.
This seems to be because a clear distinction between the offices of elder and deacon has
long been maintained in the Form of Government. For example, recent iterations of the
FOG have defined the office of deacon as “one of sympathy and service after the example of
Christ” (FOG 1972, VIL.A.1; FOG 2016, 5.1), while the office of elder is defined as involving the
exercise of “government and discipline” (FOG 1972, VIL.B.1); the current FOG declares,
“God ordained elders to govern and discipline his people” (FOG 2016, 6.1). Furthermore,
the elders and deacons usually meet separately to do their business (this stands in some
contrast to the Christian Reformed Church, which opened the office of deacon to women
in 1984, and in which the minister, elders, and deacons had traditionally met together
jointly as a “Consistory”).

Most recently, in 2019, the General Synod asked the Committee on Theological and
Social Affairs to offer revised language for the congregational vows for the office of dea-
con. The Committee responded, “we have concluded that it is best to simply strike the
word ‘obedience’ from the congregational vows regarding the office of deacon. We be-
lieve that this simple edit removes the potential misunderstanding that deacons have the
same type of authority as the elders do in the local church” (2020 MOS, 441). This change
was then approved by the General Synod and the presbyteries.

Issues Requiring Clarification — A number of sentiments and assumptions, sometimes

unspoken, can affect decisions regarding matters such as women in the diaconate. In the

interests of fulfilling the Committee’s responsibility to advise the Synod appropriately,

such matters must be brought to light and examined carefully.

A. The Role of Culture —It is sometimes suggested that the 1972 decision to allow
women to serve as deacons represents a capitulation to the broader culture.
That is a possibility to be considered. But, we must note, such arguments can

cut both ways. For example, there is present in some portions of the conserva-
tive Reformed subculture an often-palpable opposition to contemporary cultur-
al trends, an attitude that we must not “give an inch” to the feminists. In other
words, our thinking can be swayed by culture, both in capitulation and in op-
position. Thus, we must be careful to listen to the voice of God in Scripture, and
not make decisions on the basis of culture-war considerations.
B. The Nature of Authority —In 1 Timothy 2:12, the Apostle Paul famously de-

clares: “I do not permit a woman to teach or to exercise authority over a
man” (ESV). Some take this to refer to any sort of authority over men, and such
will often contend that the nature of church office entails authority conferred by
the act of ordination, that Paul forbids any such authority to women, and there-
fore that church offices in general must be restricted to males. This is a compli-
cated matter that requires careful examination.

For example, there are enough instances in the New Testament where wom-
en rather clearly seem to have some sort of authority (e.g., Chloe in 1 Corinthi-
ans 1:11; Phoebe in Romans 16:2; Priscilla in Acts 18:26) to raise questions about
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this interpretation. Rather, the deeper issue may be what sort of authority Paul
says that women are not to exercise. At very least, this is a question to be ad-
dressed.

Furthermore, the General Synod needs to be aware of the possible entail-
ments of certain assumptions regarding authority. For example, would the as-
sumption that Paul forbids any and all authority over men to women ultimately
prohibit women from serving on the boards and committees of the Church
(such as the Boards of World Witness or Erskine College and Seminary)?
Theological Method —The organization and application of Scriptural teaching
to the needs of the church is what we call theology, and theology must be done
responsibly. A host of questions emerge here. For example, where does the
burden of proof lie? Is a position sustained by simply showing that texts that
might militate in the other direction can be interpreted otherwise? With regard
to the interpretation of Scripture, how are narrative as opposed to didactic pas-

sages to be weighted in this discussion? What role should the history of the
church play in the discussion? All these and more require careful consideration.

The Committee believes that the issue before us is important, and that it is important
to get it right. Our prayer is that God will give us the wisdom that is required to make
prudent recommendations that will promote the peace, purity, and prosperity of the

Select Bibliography —Resources for Further Reading
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Aimé Georges Martimort, Deaconesses: An Historical Study, trans. K. D.
Whitehead (San Francisco: Ignatius, 1986).

Benjamin L. Merkle, “The Authority of Deacons in Pauline Churches,” JETS 64
(2021):  309-25.  (https://www.etsjets.org/files/JETS-PDFs/64/64-2/
JETS_64.2_309-325_Merkle.pdf)
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Cornelis Van Dam, The Deacon: Biblical Foundations for Today’s Ministry of
Mercy (Grand Rapids: Reformation Heritage, 2016.

John Wijngaards, Women Deacons in the Early Church: Historical Texts and
Contemporary Debates (New York Herder & Herder / Crossroad, 2002).

Lowry Ware and James W. Gettys, The Second Century: A History of the Asso-
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D. A. Carson, Exegetical Fallacies, second edition (Grand Rapids: Baker, 1996).

Graeme Goldsworthy, Gospel-Centered Hermeneutics: Foundations and Principles




42 MINUTES OF SYNOD

of Evangelical Biblical Interpretation (Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press,
2006).

Gerhard Maier, Biblical Hermeneutics, trans. Robert W. Yarbrough. (Wheaton:
Crossway, 1994).

Moisés Silva, gen. ed., Foundations of Contemporary Interpretation: Six Vol-
umes in One. (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1996).

Anthony C. Thiselton, Hermeneutics: An Introduction (Grand Rapids: Eerd-
mans, 2009).

Recommendations:

1. That this Report be received as information. SYNOD APPROVED.

2. That the work of the Committee be continued for another year. SYNOD APPROVED.

3. That the members of the General Synod be in prayer for the Committee as it
continues its work. SYNOD APPROVED.

Respectfully submitted,

William B. Evans, Chairman
Moderator McKay resumed presiding over the meeting.
The report of the Special Committee on Judicial Review was presented.

Special Committee on Judicial Review

Officers:
Rev. Scott Cook, Chairman
Rev. David Vance, Vice Chairman
Ruling Elder Jay Younts, Secretary

The 2021 General Synod tasked the Moderator to appoint a special committee to re-
view all matters surrounding the David Harding discipline case that originated in
Northeast Presbytery. In December of 2021, the committee received over seventeen sets
of documents that constitute the record of the case. The committee has reviewed the dis-
ciplinary process against Mr. Harding at both the Session and Presbytery level. The com-
mittee sees no significant procedural irregularities nor any evidence of a grave miscar-
riage of justice. Moreover, the committee believes any recommendations it might offer
would be moot given that Mr. Harding passed away March 31+, 2022. The committee
recommends that this brief report be received as information and the General Synod
dismiss the committee.

Recommendations:
1. That the report of the Special Committee on Judicial Review be received as infor-
mation. SYNOD APPROVED.
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2. That the Special Committee on Judicial Review be dismissed. SYNOD APPROVED
Respectfully submitted,
Scott Cook, Chairman
The report of the Committee on Minister and His Work was presented.

Committee on Minister and His Work

Synod’s Committee on Minister and His Work (M&HW) most recent meeting was
convened on April 1, 2022 via Zoom. This was the culmination of meetings throughout
the year seeking to fill stated duties of the committee in the Manual of Authorities and
Duties (MAD) as well as previous Synod-approved mandates.

First, and in accordance with MAD duty 2, To recommend to Synod representatives
to the PR]C [sic]. (2011 Synod), Buzzy Elder, Mark Levine, and Lane Thomas are recommended
to be the representatives to the Presbyterian and Reformed Council on Chaplains
(PRCC).

Regarding the pattern and will of Synod in budget reduction, the M&HW would re-
mind presbyteries of the need to pay chaplain fees for PRCC membership in 2024 (Note:
the committee notified Synod of its intention in last year’s approved report but still felt it
necessary to provide one more year of proposed funding at the current rate to allow
presbyteries the time to adequately prepare).

Second, and in accordance with MAD duty 5, to prepare, on a periodic basis, a uni-
form, written examination for all candidates for ordination, to be administered by the Presbyteries
as they think appropriate, M&HW created an examination meant to give the denomination a
baseline written exam (MAD 5.a). Likewise, this was carried out in fulfillment of the
meeting of General Synod approved motion in 2021, that the written examination pro-
cess be allowed to proceed.

This set of examinations is not designed to replace or usurp exams that are now in
place (MAD 5.b). They are designed to be used as a resource for all presbyteries that
need a more reliable method for testing. Likewise, the intention is to give the denomina-
tion a more complete test designed to allow any presbytery a better understanding of the
knowledge of the prospective pastor should he move to another church in another pres-
bytery. It would not take the place of current testing practices (transfer or otherwise) in
any presbytery (MAD 5.c).

Regarding the exam itself, the process of creation began with procuring the current
denominational presbytery exams. With all exams in hand, the mean total of the five
section questions were then used to create this uniform baseline model. In other words,
if presbytery A has 10 history questions, presbytery B has 5, and presbytery C had 15,
the committee went with the average, which would be 10 history questions.

Likewise, the exam questions themselves were chosen from current written exams of
the presbyteries. For example, if all 10 presbyteries asked for an explanation of what is
meant by the term atonement, this question would then be represented herein. In other
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words, this proposed baseline exam carries the current emphases of the denomination
(MAD 5).

Find this exam attached in Appendix A.

Third, in the 2021 meeting of General Synod, the court approved that a sum of
money be worked into the overall Synod wide budget toward helping retired pastors/widowers
and their wives/widows with additional finances, if the need arise.

In light of this approval, a sub-committee of Synod's Minister and His Works Com-
mittee began the process of fulfilling this motion. As the work began, several different
aspects of the process became complicated. The desire of the M&HW Committee is to
confirm the General Synod's desire on two parts.

1) That the timing of this fund would happen after the adequate funding of the retire-
ment deficit.

2) That the approved motion terminology "Synod wide budget" is referring to the
Denominational Ministry Fund.

If these are in line with the will of the court, the M&HW committee is well underway
in researching and developing different avenues, request applications, etc. that will be
necessary to begin a fund like this.

Respecttully,

William ]J. Elder, Jr.
Chairman

Recommendations:
1. That the representatives to PRCC for 2023 be Buzzy Elder, Mark Levine, and Lane
Thomas. SYNOD APPROVED.
2. That Synod study the proposed examination in 2022, encourage presbyters to speak
with their M&HW representatives about it (share critiques, etc.), and prayerfully con-
sider a vote in 2023. SYNOD APPROVED.
3. That Synod approve the two listed "items of clarity" regarding the 2021 Synod
approved motion to begin a fund for ministers and their widows in need. SYNOD
APPROVED.

4. That Synod approve the M&HW budget for 2023 as listed elsewhere in the report.
SYNOD APPROVED.
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Appendix A
Proposed Denominational Examination
Part 1: English Bible
Part 2: Theology
Part 3: Church History
Part 4: Church Polity
Part 5: Practical/Pastoral

ARP Licensure/Ordination English Bible Exam
Instructions: This is a closed book exam sono Bibles, textbooks, or notebooks are allowed once you
begin the exam. Please answer the questions in this Word document. Provide Scriptural
support for your answers whenever possible. Answers should be in bold to distinguish
your answers from the questions. Be sure to answer the entire question. There is no time
limit for this exam. Once completed, please save the file (with your full name in the file
name) and return it to your exam proctor.

Introductory
1. Have your read the entire English Bible? Approximately how many times have you
read through the Bible in its entirety? Do you make it a point to do so regularly?
2. How many books are there in the Protestant English Bible? In the Old Testament? In
the New Testament? Name, in order the books of the English Bible.
3. What do we mean by the verbal plenary inspiration of Scripture? What is your posi-
tion on the inspiration of Scripture.
4. What books of the Bible were available to Abraham?
To Moses?
To David?
To Daniel?
To Jesus?
5. In what way(s) does God reveal himself to the world? How do these ways differ?

Old Testament
1. Give a basic summary and outline (major divisions) of 3 of the following OT Books:
Genesis
Exodus
Isaiah
Select a Minor prophet
Numbers
1 Samuel
2. Trace the history of redemption from the Garden to Malachi. Show us Jesus from Mo-
ses and the Psalms and the Prophets. Is there an overarching principle to how God
shows forth the promised redemption?
3. How do you interpret Genesis 1-3? Are Adam and Eve historical persons? Did either
Adam or Eve have pre-hominid ancestry? What is the significance to your answer?
4. Identify the OT book and chapter in which you would find the following:
The Fall of Man
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“They all like Adam have transgressed the covenant...”

God’s Covenant with Abraham

The Day of Atonement

David Covenant

Elijah and the prophets at Mt. Carmel

“A virgin will be with child and bear a son...”

Proto Euangelion

The Ten Commandments (both places)

Conquest of Jericho

“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart...”

“A time to be born, a time to die...”

David and Goliath

“For unto us a child is born, to us a son is given...”

A prophet killed by a lion

“The heart is deceitful above all things . . . who can understand it?”

The burning bush

Moses strikes the rock

“The righteous shall live by faith...”

Jacob wrestles an angel

5. Who wrote the Pentateuch? Include your understanding of the documentary hypothe-
sis.

6. Name the twelve sons of Jacob:

Name the ten plagues of Egypt:

7.1Is there a covenant of works made with Adam? Demonstrate it scripturally.

8. What is your understanding of the relationship between the Covenant of Works and
the Mosaic Covenant?

9. What are the three uses of the law?

10. Name three of the Messianic Psalms

11. When and by home were the people of the Northern Kingdom carried into captivity?
What eventually happened to them?

12. What prophets spoke of the coming fall of the Northern Kingdom? What tribes were
in the Northern Kingdom?

13. When and by whom were the people of the Southern Kingdom carried into captivity?
What eventually happened to them?

14. What prophets spoke of the coming fall of the Southern Kingdom? What tribes were
in the Southern Kingdom?

15. Give at least five OT prophecies that are explicitly fulfilled by Jesus.

16. Give the circumstances under which the Kingdom was divided.

17. What elements of the tabernacle/temple pointed to Christ? How so?

18. What was the primary role of an OT prophet? To whom did they normally address
their prophetic office (generally speaking)?

19. What is the theme of Jeremiah? To whom does it apply and how?

20. Discuss briefly the life and significance of the following OT people:

Adam

Noah
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Abraham

Moses

David

21. Where is the New Covenant discussed in the OT, and what is its significance?

New Testament
1. What is the significance of Matthew and Luke opening with genealogies? Reconcile
the differences between them.
2. Approximately how long was the period of time between the last word of the OT and
the revelation of the NT?
3. What is Jesus doing in the Sermon on the Mount? What is the main thrust of the Ser-
mon on the Mount?
4. Trace the missionary journeys of Paul.
5. Compare the Old and New Covenants in light of Hebrews.
6. Give a basic outline (major divisions) for three of the following NT books:
Matthew
John
Acts
Romans
1 Timothy
1 Corinthians
Jude
7. What does the NT teach about the change and perpetuity of the Sabbath?
8. Name and locate one of Jesus’ parables and briefly discuss it. What are the purposes of
parables?
9. Name and locate one of Jesus” miracles and briefly discuss it.
10. Compare the teachings of James and Paul on ‘justification by faith.” Are they at odds?
11. Give Scripture references (as many as apply) for the following topics:
The deity of Christ
The Second Coming
The role of Women in the Church
The duties and qualifications for elders and deacons
The deity of the Holy Spirit
The Christian Sabbath
The Return of Jesus
Spiritual Gifts
Presbyterian polity/ecclesiology
Total Depravity
Unconditional Election
Limited Atonement
Irresistible Grace
Perseverance of the Saints
12. Interpret three of the “I Am” statements of Jesus.
13. Name the 12 Disciples
Name the Apostles
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14. Identify the NT book(s) and chapter(s) in which you would find the following;:

Paul and Barnabas part ways

Birth of Jesus

The Prodigal son

The Good Shepherd

The Millennium

Resurrection of Believers

“I have fought the good fight...”

The Great Commission

“You have not lied to men, but to God...”

“Everyone the Father gives to Me will come...”

“The Spirit of the Lord is on me...to heal to the brokenhearted...”

Jesus overturns the tables

Simon of Cyrene is compelled to carry the cross

Jesus remains in Jerusalem at the temple

Jesus turns water into wine

“I Am the bread of life...”

The conversion of Saul of Tarsus

Phoebe

Household baptism of Lydia; the Philippian Jailer

Lazarus raised from the dead

15. Discuss the synoptic problem. What is your belief concerning the writing of these
books?

16. Compare the synoptic Gospels to John.

17. Explain your understanding of justification from Scripture. What is the classic Re-
formed stance? What is your opinion of the views of E.P. Sanders, James Dunn, N.T.
Wright, Norman Shepherd, and Peter Leithart regarding the Pauline doctrine of justifica-
tion?

18. What is your view of the role of Christ’s obedience (active and passive) in a believer’s
justification? If it is Christ’s shed blood (passive obedience) that saves us, do we need his
active obedience? Why/why not?

19. What is the place of God’s law in the New Covenant? Do you embrace the view of
God’s law known as “theonomy”? If so, define your view briefly. What is meant by gen-
eral equity of the law in the New Covenant?

20. What was Jesus’ main point of difference with the Pharisees?

21. Where would you turn to aid someone lacking assurance of salvation and in the nec-
essarily to persevere in the faith?

22. You have a small amount of time with a person who is an unbeliever, and you do not
have access to your Bible. What is the gospel? Give a concise presentation to an unbeliev-
er using the Scripture knowledge you have.

23. What is your understanding of worship as spelled out in the NT? What are the ele-
ments? What is circumstantial?

24. What is the point of the book of Hebrews?
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ARP Licensure/Ordination Theology Exam
Instructions: This is a closed book exam so no Bibles, textbooks, or notebooks are allowed once you
begin the exam. Please answer the questions in this Word document. Provide Scriptural
support for your answers whenever possible. Answers should be in bold to distinguish
your answers from the questions. Be sure to answer the entire question. There is no time
limit for this exam. Once completed, please save the file (with your full name in the file
name) and return it to your exam proctor.

Theology
1. Define the terms “inerrancy” and “infallibility.” Provide Scriptural support to defend
these terms.
2. What does the Confession mean when it asserts that God’s former ways of revelation
have ceased? Include your view of “tongues”, “prophecy”, and other charismatic gifts in
the Church today.
3. Name and define four “communicable” and four “incommunicable” attributes of God.
Provide Scripture references for each.
4. Describe what the Bible teaches concerning the Trinity. Provide Scripture support.
5. What is meant by “the eternal generation of the Son?”
6. Does God’s decree extend to the salvation and damnation of every individual? If so,
do prayer, evangelism, faithful parenting, and other such things really matter?
7. What is God’s providence? How does this differ from the deist and pantheist under-
standing?
8. Define general and special revelation. What is the purpose of each?
9. The Confession asserts that God created, “of nothing, the world, and all things therein
whether visible or invisible, in the space of six days; and all very good.” Explain and
defend your position on the days of creation from the Scriptures. Include whether or not
any form of evolution can be consistent with the biblical account of creation.
10. What is your view concerning the events described in Genesis 1-11?
11. Do you affirm a historical Adam? Why is this important for the Christian faith?
12. What is sin? Why did God allow the sin of our first parents?
13. Describe the state of mankind before and after the Fall. Was the Imago Dei lost after
the Fall?
14. What are the four states of man, as set forth in the Confession?
15. What is the difference between the Calvinist doctrine of common grace and the Ar-
minian doctrine of prevenient grace?
16. Define and defend from Scripture the so-called 5 points of Calvinism.
17. How does the Calvinistic view of free will taught in the Confession differ from an
Arminian view?
18. Explain the basis for covenant theology.
19. What is the Covenant of Works? What is the Covenant of Grace? Where does the
Mosaic Covenant fit into this scheme?
20. How many natures did Christ have? How many wills? How many persons was he?
21. Why was it necessary that Jesus Christ as Mediator be both God and man?
22. How would you defend the immutability of God in light of the incarnation?
23. Define and defend from Scripture the doctrine of the “penal substitutionary atone-
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ment.” Contrast it to at least two other views of the nature of the atonement.

24. Does the doctrine of the limited atonement prevent us from sincerely offering the
gospel to sinners? Explain.

25. Distinguish between Supralapsarianism, Infralapsarianism, and Amyraldianism.
Which do you believe is the teaching of the Confession?

26. Was Christ’s Resurrection a bodily Resurrection? What is the importance of your
answer?

27. List the Reformed understanding of the ordo salutis. How does it differ from the Ar-
minian understanding?

28. Can people from other faiths be saved who are, “diligent to frame their lives accord-
ing to the light of nature, and the law of that religion they do profess”?

29. Define justification. How does this differ from the Catholic and Federal Vision under-
standings?

30. What is adoption?

31. What is sanctification?

32. Whose work is saving faith and how is it ordinarily brought about? How is it in-
creased and strengthened?

33. What is repentance unto life, and what is its effect upon a believer?

34. Respond to the statement, “Repentance is a onetime general turning from sin and self
-trust to God.”

35. According to the Confession, why does God sometimes leave His own people to face
temptations and inner corruptions?

36. Are the good works of Christians pleasing to God and does he reward them?

37. Can unbelievers do truly good works? Why or Why not? If none of their works are
truly good does it matter what they do?

38. What is the basis of the perseverance of the saints?

39. What are the three classes of biblical law, according to the Confession? Of what use
are they? Which are still in force? (Please reference your view on theonomy in your an-
swer.)

40. What is the difference between “Christian liberty” and “licence”?

41. What is marriage and its benefits? Is marriage to be pursued by all believers?

42. What are the biblical ground of divorce?

43. What are the marks of the Church?

44. What do we mean by “invisible” and “visible” Church? What happens if this distinc-
tion is not maintained?

45. What is the purpose of Church censures (discipline) and why is it important?

46. According to the Confession, what is the relationship between the Church and State?
47. Define the major views on the millennium. What is your view? Defend your view
from Scripture.

48. Discuss what you believe concerning heaven, hell and the intermediate state.

49. Is annihilationism compatible with Scripture? Explain.

Worship & Sacraments
1. What is the regulative principle of worship? What are the ordinary elements of wor-
ship?
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2. In what way is the Sabbath ordinance binding on Christians? How is the Christian
Sabbath to be observed? Explain your answer in light of Christ’s disputes with the Phari-
sees over Sabbath observance.

3. What is a sacrament? How many are there?

4. Contrast the Protestant and Roman Catholic views of the sacraments.

5. Who is eligible for partaking of the Lord’s Supper?

6. In what way, if any, is Christ present in the Lord’s Supper? How do we feed upon
him?

7. How is the Lord’s Table to be “fenced” (guarded)? Would you, and if so, how would
you prevent an unbeliever from partaking of the Lord’s Supper?

8. What is your view of paedocommunion? Defend your position from Scripture.

9. What is baptism and who may receive baptism? Under what circumstances, if any,
may the sacrament of baptism be administered more than once to any person?

10. What mode of baptism do you believe Scripture directs us to use? Give Biblical sup-
port.

ARP Licensure/Ordination Church History Exam
Instructions: This is a closed book exam so no Bibles, textbooks, or notebooks are allowed once you
begin the exam. Please answer the questions in this Word document. Provide Scriptural
support for your answers whenever possible. Answers should be in bold to distinguish
your answers from the questions. Be sure to answer the entire question. There is no time
limit for this exam. Once completed, please save the file (with your full name in the file
name) and return it to your exam proctor.
1.  What is the value of studying church history?

Early Church History

(Answer w/ names, movements, events, appropriate dates, & so on)
2. How was the Canon of Scripture established, and what is Montanism?
3. What was the primary theological issue taken up by the Council of Nicaea, and who
were the key figures?
4. What was the primary theological issue take up by the Council of Constantinople, and
who were the key figures?
5. What was the primary theological issue take up by the Council of Ephesus, and who
were the key figures?
6. What was the primary theological issue take up by the Council of Chalcedon, and who
were the key figures?
7. What was the primary theological issue take up by the Council of Carthage (418), and
who were the key figures?

Medieval Church History
(Answer w/ names, movements, events, appropriate dates, & so on)
8. Describe the birth of what is now called Roman Catholicism. Include the Papacy and
how it diverged from the Apostolic era of the church.
9. What is the Monastic movement? What were the positive and negative influences of
this movement on the church?
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10. What is Scholasticism? What were the positive and negative influences of this move-
ment on the church?

11. Who is John Wycliff, and why is considered and important figure in the transition
from the Medieval Church into the Reformation?

Reformation History
12. ESSAY. Trace the Reformation in as much detail as possible (including names, dates,
and places) from the “95 Theses” through John Knox’s contributions in Scotland.

ARP Church History
13. ESSAY. Discuss in as much detail as possible (including names, dates, and places) the
history of each of these terms: a) Associate, b) Reformed, and c) Presbyterian, up to and
including the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church as it is now found in the USA
and Canada.
14. What significant position on Scripture did the General Synod of the ARP adopt in
2008? Briefly trace the denomination’s stance on Scripture from 1960-2008.

Modern Church History
15. What were the differences between the First and Second Great awakening? Include
names, dates, places, biblical concepts, and so on in the answer.
16. What is the significance of the Adopting Act of 1729?
17. ESSAY. Discuss in as much detail as possible (including names, dates, and places) the
history of Presbyterianism in the USA through the 19th and 20th centuries.
18. Discuss the 20th century movements of Fundamentalism and Modernism.
19. Discuss the late 20th and 21st century movement of Post-modernism and its effect on
the church.
20. What modern issues are currently being taken up in the Reformed church fellow-
ships? How can church history apply to these issues?

Application
21. Which historical figure has had the greatest impact upon your Christian discipleship
and growth? Did the impact center around the figure’s life, work, both, etc.? Explain in
detail.

ARP Licensure/Ordination Church Polity Exam
Instructions: This is a closed book exam so no Bibles, textbooks, or notebooks are allowed once you
begin the exam. Please answer the questions in this Word document. Provide Scriptural
support for your answers whenever possible. Answers should be in bold to distinguish
your answers from the questions. Be sure to answer the entire question. There is no time
limit for this exam. Once completed, please save the file (with your full name in the file
name) and return it to your exam proctor.
1. What is the church?
2. What are the marks of a true church?
3. What are the three types of church government and their main distinctions? Support
our form of government from Scripture.



MINUTES OF GENERAL SYNOD 53

4. What is distinctive about the office of elder? Where do you find the Biblical qualifica-
tions for that office?

5. What is distinctive about the office of deacon? Where do you find the Biblical qualifi-
cations for that office?

6. What is ordination? Who ordains ministers? Elders? Deacons?

7. What are the basis for and the purpose of church discipline?

8. What are the five different levels of church censure? Describe each one.

9. What are the responsibilities of the minister? Include appropriate Scripture references.
10. What are the responsibilities of the elder? Include appropriate Scripture references.
11. What are the responsibilities of the deacon? Include appropriate Scripture references.
12. What are the responsibilities of the Session?

13. What is the minister’s role on the Session? May he vote on matters in the Session? If
he is able to vote on matters in the Session, should he do so?

14. What constitutes a quorum for a Session meeting?

15. What is the relationship between the Session and the Diaconate?

16. What is the procedure for calling a congregational meeting?

17. What constitutes a quorum for a congregational meeting?

18. Who has primary responsibility for preparing the church budget?

19. Who owns the church property in the ARP Church?

20. What is the procedure for a congregation to withdraw from the ARP Church?

21. What is the difference between a committee and a commission?

22. Of what does a Presbytery consist? What is the function of a Presbytery?

23. Of what does the General Synod consist? What is the function of the General Synod?
24. What are the Standards of the ARP Church?

ARP Licensure/Ordination Pastoral Care Exam
Instructions: This is a closed book exam so no Bibles, textbooks, or notebooks are al-
lowed once you begin the exam. Please answer the questions in this Word document.
Provide Scriptural support for your answers whenever possible. Answers should be in
bold to distinguish your answers from the questions. Be sure to answer the entire
question. There is no time limit for this exam. Once completed, please save the file (with
your full name in the file name) and return it to your exam proctor.
1. Why do you consider yourself a Christian?
2. Do you have any doubts at all at this point about your inward call to be a minister of
the Gospel in the ARP Church?
3. Do you believe that you possess the gifts and qualities of an elder as taught in 1 Timo-
thy 3:1-7 and Titus 1:6-9? Which of these gifts and qualities have you cultivated in the
last month?
4. Are there any addictions or besetting sins in your life that seem to have mastery over
you? Explain what they are and how you engage in the battle against them.
5. How specifically do you minister to your own family? How do you see this changing
as your children grow and mature?
6. Describe your individual devotional life and your family devotional life.
7. How should a minister practice hospitality? How have you practiced hospitality?
8. Describe your philosophy of ministry.
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9. Describe your pastoral style and the methods that you use in personal evangelism.
10. Describe your pastoral style and Scripture that you would use in dealing with some-
one seeking assurance of salvation.

11. Describe your pastoral style and Scripture that you would use in dealing with some-
one on the subject of divorce.

12. Describe your pastoral style and Scripture that you would use in dealing with some-
one on the subject of homosexuality.

13. What Scripture would you use to help someone understand sprinkling or pouring as
proper modes of baptism and children of believers as proper subjects of baptism?

14. What are you expected to do if you should entertain doubts about your call to the
ministry? What are you expected to do if you should develop scruples or reservations
about any teaching of Scripture or the subordinate standards of the ARP Church?

Jim Carter PRCC addressed the Synod. Chaplains were asked to stand.

The report of the Committee on Theological and Social Concerns was pre-
sented.

Committee on Theological and Social Concerns

The Theological and Social Concerns Committee (TSCC) met twice during the past
year, on August 24, 2021 and on April 13, 2022. There were several items of business for
the committee to consider, and that work was divided among the committee members.
While much of the work of the committee was accomplished, there are two items of busi-
ness that will require more time to complete.

Officers for 2021 — 2022:

Tim Phillips Chairman
Neil Stewart Vice-Chairman
Thomas Fortney Secretary

A report on a matter regarding the validity of marriages without a marriage license
from the civil government is almost complete. It is the hope of the committee that the
report can be finalized in the near future and be presented as a supplemental report at
the 2022 meeting of Synod.

A great deal of work has gone into a report on the issue of Freemasonry. Part of the
Synod requirement for the report, however, was “that Synod direct the Committee on
Theological & Social Concerns to interview Freemasons, including, but not limited to,
some who are members in the ARP church as a part of their task studying Freemason-
ry” (2019 Minutes of Synod, p. 129). While there has been some preliminary contact and discus-
sion, formal interviews have not yet taken place. In order to satisfy this requirement, the
committee desires to extend an invitation to both past and current Freemasons to meet
with the committee during the 2022 meeting of General Synod to discuss the matter and
set up future interviews. The committee plans to have its work completed by the 2023
meeting of General Synod and would request one additional year to work on the report.
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The committee also discussed the possibility of recommending to Synod the dissolu-
tion of TSCC as a standing committee. Much of the work typically assigned to TSCC can
be done, and often is done, by Synod Moderator-appointed ad hoc committees. There are
both past and current matters that fall under the responsibilities of TSCC but have been
given to ad hoc committees to address (and those committees have often done excellent
work). Given both the enormous workload that sometimes falls on TSCC in a given year,
it would be more productive to have such matters assigned to ad hoc committees to ad-
dress as needed.

Recommendations:
1. That the paper on “Women in Worship” be appreved received as information by Synod.
SYNOD APPROVED AS AMENDED.

A 15 minute break was taken.

Business resumed with recommendation 2 of the report of the Committee on
Theological and Social Concerns.

2. That the paper “On the Cancellation of Public Worship” be approved by Synod.
SYNOD APPROVED.

3. That the paper “On the Question of Virtual Communion” be approved by Synod and
received as a position paper by Synod. SYNOD APPROVED.

A MOTION CARRIED

That The Directory of Public Worship be amended to add 8.c.10
to read “virtual participation in communion is not permissible.”

4. That the committee be permitted another year to conduct interviews and complete
the paper on Freemasonry. SYNOD APPROVED.

5. That the Theological and Social Concerns Committee be dissolved as a standing
committee of Synod upon completion of its previously assigned tasks. SYNOD
APPROVED.

Respectfully submitted,
Tim Phillips, Chairman

WOMEN IN WORSHIP
Original Motion: That the Committee on Theological and Social Concerns be tasked with
studying in what ways it is or is not appropriate for women to lead in worship and re-
port back to the 2020 Synod with their study and whatever recommendations they deem
appropriate based on their study.
The 2019 General Synod requested that the Theological and Social Concerns Com-
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mittee study the question “In what ways it is or is not appropriate for women to lead in
worship” and report back to the Synod in 2020. Your committee was not able to submit a
paper in time for the 2020 Synod, but we have studied the issue and we humbly submit
the following paper to the Synod for its consideration.

Leading in Worship

The General Synod of the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church (ARP) is grate-
ful for the members, both men and women, who work together for the glory of God
through Jesus Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit in our particular portion of the Uni-
versal Church. The General Synod affirms that attending and participating in worship is
a duty for all members of our church, since both men and women are made in God’s
image, redeemed by Christ, and sanctified by the Spirit for the purpose of bringing glory
to God. Our governing documents affirm this in indicating that one requirement of
church membership is to “share faithfully in the worship and service of the
Church” (Form of Government 4.4.B). The Synod also affirms the teaching of the Bible that while
men and women are created equally in the image of God, God in His wisdom has given
different roles to men and women in the home and the church. As our churches gather
for worship on the Lord’s Day and at other times, it is the responsibility of the session to
order public worship in the manner prescribed by God in the Holy Scriptures.!

Any discussion of “worship” must begin with a clear definition of terms. Both the
Bible and the Reformed Tradition speak of worship in two different but related senses.
Sometimes worship can be spoken of in an informal sense. The whole of life may be
thought of the way Paul writes in Romans 12:1: “I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by
the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to
God, which is your spiritual worship.” The Standards of our church also affirm that eve-
ry sphere of human life should be conducted as an act of worship and devotion to God.
The first question of the Westminster Shorter Catechism asks, “What is the chief end of
Man?” The answer is that “Man’s chief end is to glorify God and to enjoy Him forever.”
If the end goal and purpose of man’s life is to glorify and enjoy God, then surely all of
life must be seen as our reasonable service to God and as an act of worship in this gen-
eral sense.

But Reformed Christians also speak of “worship” in a more narrow, technical sense.?
There are other specific activities, such as private worship and family worship, in which
all believers, male and female, are to participate. However, we also use the word
“worship” to denote formal worship or corporate worship, or what our Standards refer
to as public worship. Worship in this sense does not apply to all of life in general, but to
the special times of worship, regularly held on the Lord’s Day and at other times, when
the body of Christ gathers together publicly under the authority of the elders to give
formal acts of worship to God as regulated by His word.? The Standards of our church
acknowledge this special sense of worship. For example, Chapter 21 of the Westminster
Confession of Faith expresses our theological commitment for “Religious Worship and the
Sabbath Day.” Moreover, the ARP Church’s Standards acknowledge the difference be-
tween worship in the broad and narrow sense:

Worship may be viewed in the broader sense as a way of life devoted to
serving and glorifying God so that whether we eat or drink or whatever
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we do, we do all to the glory of God. In the narrower sense, worship may

be viewed as particular occasions of worship, such as public or private
worship, or as particular acts of worship, such as prayer, singing of praise,
and the ministry of the Word and sacrament. ...Public worship is a holy
convocation in which the Triune God meets with and ministers to His
assembled covenant people through Word and sacrament, and His people
respond with praise, thanksgiving, repentance, confession of sin, supplication,
and confession of faith. (Directory of Public Worship, 111.3, 6)

It is this later sense (i.e., public worship) that this report seeks to address.

One of the ways in which there is much confusion in this discussion is the imprecise
way in which “worship” is sometimes employed by the broader Christian culture. For
many Christians gathering for public worship, the “worship” is only the singing portion
of the service. While there may be an acknowledgement that the sermon, prayers, etc.,
are also a part of the worship service, this is not the way the word “worship” is often
utilized. For example, those who lead the music part of a service are sometimes referred
to as “worship leaders,” a term which is not found in Scripture and is not a recognized
office in the New Testament Church. Using this term creates confusion. It implies that
other parts of worship (using “parts” here in the precise sense in which it is used the
Directory of Public Worship; e.g., preaching, praying, or administering sacraments) are not ways
in which we worship.* This represents a serious distortion of how we understand the
worship of God. Additionally, it creates confusion over who is to lead in public worship.
While all the members participate in the worship, leadership in worship properly be-
longs to the minister and elders of the church.

What roles, then, may women fill in public worship? The Word of God precludes
women from those roles involving teaching and authority in public worship (e.g., 1 Tim-
othy 2:11-14; 1 Corinthians 14:34-35). There are also certain parts of worship that an un-
ordained man would ordinarily be prohibited from doing, such as giving a call to wor-
ship or benediction, reading Scripture, or explaining and applying the Scriptures in pub-
lic worship (see Westminster Larger Catechism, Q. 156). These acts imply an exercise of
authority, public teaching, or both, and they should be reserved for ministers, ordained
elders, or possibly those studying for the ministry (i.e., Students of Theology approved
by the presbytery). As such, it would not be permissible for women to lead in these parts
of public worship. However, there are other portions of public worship where it would
be permissible, such as singing, participating in a unison prayer or confession of faith, a
responsive reading, or playing a musical instrument. None of these would constitute an
unscriptural exercise of such authority, and none would be mistaken for leading in wor-
ship.

Therefore, women should not be involved in leading public worship. The worship
service should be conducted by ministers and elders who have the ability to call the peo-
ple into worship and then lead in worship by virtue of their ordained office, always in
accordance with the Holy Scriptures and the Standards of the ARP Church. Our govern-
ing documents recognize that local sessions are vested with this duty (Form of Govern-
ment 6.8.L). Simply stated, “The service of worship shall be under the authority of the
minister and the session” (Directory of Public Worship 11.5). Only the ordained leadership may
speak and give direction to the congregation in worship regarding the elements of the
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service. Sessions, therefore, are called upon to exercise their duty in leading their congre-
gations in public corporate worship. If certain elements or services of public worship
take place in a different setting (such as a Synod or presbytery meeting, or a conference
hosted by a committee, board, or agency of the ARP Church), then the appropriate lead-
ership with authority and/or oversight over that event should likewise exercise its duty
to ensure that the Standards of the ARP Church and the Holy Scriptures are faithfully
maintained.

ON THE CANCELLATION OF PUBLIC WORSHIP
Original Motion: That the Theological and Social Concerns Committee be tasked with
studying two related issues: 1) Under what conditions may a church suspend public
worship? 2) May the government tell the church not to worship in the context of a pan-
demic?
The Priority of Public Worship

Worship is the verb of Christianity (Luke 4:8). We owe God worship as it is He who
saved us (1 Peter 2:9). Worship is what the Christian does (Phil. 3:3). According to John
4:23 and the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church’s Form of Government (FOG) 3:1,
being a true worshiper lies at the core of our identity as Christians. Organizing and par-
ticipating in such worship lies at the heart of our role in fulfilling Christ’s Great Commis-
sion (Matt. 28:18-19; FOG 1:7) and forms the dynamo of a congregation’s life, ministry,
and schedule (FOG 3:2). The willful, unwarranted, and continued neglect of public wor-
ship is a serious sin, threatening not only the spiritual health of a professing Christian
but also the very reality of his claim to be a sinner saved by grace (Heb. 10:23-31).

The Organization of Public Worship
While attending public worship is the duty of every individual Christian, God more spe-
cially directs the charge for organizing this worship (Westminster Larger Catechism,
118) to those in authority in the church (Matt. 28:18-19), in the home (Gen. 18:19), and
also in the state (1 Tim. 2:1-4).

Reformed theologians distinguish between the elements and the circumstances of
public worship.® While Scripture tightly regulates the former, the latter permit some in-
novation and are more loosely controlled.” Such circumstances (including the date, time,
length, frequency of public worship) are the proper and primary jurisdiction of the local
church session (in consultation with the higher courts of the church).

The Postponement and Cancellation of Public Worship

Judiciously weighing the principles of necessity, mercy, and piety, in times of emer-
gency, the local church session may abbreviate, postpone, or even cancel a worship ser-
vice altogether, for it is the session’s responsibility to assemble the people of God for
public worship (FOG 6.8.M., Directory of Public Worship 11.5) The most common exam-
ple of this kind of emergency might be the threat of severe weather. Due to the central
importance of public worship in the life and ministry of the church, local church sessions
(and higher church courts) should handle such decisions with special care and prudence.

Although the state has no authority to influence, impinge, or hinder the church or
her members directly in their public and private expressions of religion, the state does
have a duty to care for the general welfare of the citizens under its charge. In times of
exceptional public emergency or imminent disaster, therefore, such welfare may include
prohibiting or limiting the movement of her citizens. Such prohibition obviously impacts
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the ability to gather for public worship and should normally be obeyed by the church.
Without question, all civil, ecclesiastical, and familial authorities can and certainly do err
(Heb. 12:10; 1 Peter 3:1ff.), but the Bible clearly suggests that an imperfect government is
very much to be preferred to no government whatsoever (Rom. 13:1-6; 1 Peter 2:13-17).
Apart from extreme cases, when obedience to the state would necessitate disobedience
to God (Acts 4:19-20), the Scripture does not permit individuals’ liberty of conscience to
decide which civic laws they do and do not obey. Since the obvious, adverse conse-
quences of unnecessarily prolonging such seasons of curfew, the civil magistrate should
handle such decisions with special care and prudence, ensuring that such restrictions are
only as rigorous as absolutely necessary, as brief and as limited as possible, and never
unjustly prejudicial to the free and public exercise of religion.
The Principle of Lex Rex and the Duty To Resist Tyranny

In 1644, the Scottish Presbyterian Samuel Rutherford codified the biblical principle of
lex rex (The law is king). Up to that time, the British monarchs falsely believed (and were allowed
to believe) that they were the law of the land (Rex Lex). This principle laid the founda-
tion of tyranny. Rutherford reminded the church that the monarch is himself a servant of
the law of God, and were he to become a tyrant, it would be the duty (and not just the
right) of lawfully ordained lower magistrates (not individuals acting by autonomous
whim) to hold the king accountable. On the church’s part, she must always obey God
rather than man (Acts 5:29). Hence, when faced with a potentially tyrannical overreach,
it is the church’s duty to resist such tyranny in a spirit of respectful and lawful disobedi-
ence.

The corruption of man makes him apt to study reasons to cast aside the inconvenient
strictures of an unwanted external authority, so the decision to take such a momentous
step is best left in the hands of the gathered wisdom of lawfully ordained lower magis-
trates in both the church and the state. Therefore, individual church members should
pay close attention to their local session, who in turn should consult closely with the
higher courts at both a presbytery and synod level.

It is much easier to remove an imperfect government than it is to replace it with

something better, and because the civil government does not bear the sword in vain, the
church should exercise special care and prudence in determining when and if to invoke
the principles of lex rex and cast off the shackles of a civil magistrate run amok.
Motion: "That the Committee on Theological and Social Concerns study and recommend
to the next General Synod under what conditions according to FOG 6.8.L. a Session may
suspend corporate worship, for how long a Session may suspend corporate worship, and
whether or not a Session may offer virtual communion.” (General Synod, 2020)

ON THE QUESTION OF THE CANCELLATION OF WORSHIP AND THE
DUTY OF SESSIONS
Form of Government 6.8.L. states that church sessions shall “exercise, in accordance with

the Directory of Public Worship, authority over the time and place of the preaching and
teaching of the Word and the administration of the sacraments, and over all other reli-
gious services.” Likewise, sessions are given the directive to assemble the people for
worship, even in the absence of a pastor (FOG 6.8.M). Furthermore, the very definition
and purpose of a congregation, according to the ARP Standards, includes being
"associated together ... for worship” and "to glorify God by conducting public corporate
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worship" (FOG 3.1-2). The Directory of Public Worship IV 4. states, “Other days of pub-
lic worship may be provided besides the Lord’s Day, but it is both the happy privilege
and the solemn duty of all God’s people to assemble for worship on the Lord’s Day as
they are able.” The footnote to this paragraph of the DPW cites Hebrews 10:25 -- “not
neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all
the more as you see the Day drawing near.” It is therefore understood that the Lord’s
Day worship is an essential aspect of the life of the church, and therefore canceling a
worship service for one day or for any longer period of time is something that the ses-
sion should only do in extreme and extenuating circumstances. As soon as such circum-
stances that precipitated cancellation are resolved, the normal schedule of weekly Lord’s
Day worship should be restored as soon as possible.

It should be noted that both the history of our denomination and current events in
other parts of the world can provide some insight into what circumstances might prove
to be extreme and extenuating. The Covenanters in Scotland during the Killing Times of
the 1680s would still gather for worship, even though the threat of death was a real pos-
sibility for such meetings. In other parts of the world today, where war, religious ex-
tremism, or the tyranny of oppressive governments loom large, many Christians still
manage to meet together for worship. Sessions are therefore advised to make assembling
for worship on the Lord's Day a priority. While there may be providential circumstances
which may make it difficult or impossible for some church members (or even a majority
of members) to attend, sessions still have a duty and responsibility to provide for the
spiritual well-being of those under its care in gathering for public worship on the Lord's
Day.

Since the details cannot be predicted in enough detail of any future crisis which
might precipitate a church session suspending worship, we deem the current wording of
FOG 6.8.L. to provide each session an appropriate amount of discretion for such instanc-
es. If a session is ever deemed to err in their decision, the avenues of appeal are already
present in our Standards. Sessions are also encouraged to make such determinations not
based upon fear of what may happen, but according to the directives given by the sure
and certain word of God. “The fear of man lays a snare, but whoever trusts in the LORD
is safe” (Proverbs 29:25).

ON THE QUESTION OF VIRTUAL COMMUNION
Communion (hereafter referred to as the Lord’s Supper), by its very name, is a coming
together of the people of God in fellowship around a covenant meal, instituted by the
Lord Jesus Christ Himself, at the Lord’s Table. During the pandemic of 2020, the use of
live streaming and other media to broadcast worship services (“virtual worship”) be-
came more prevalent in many of our churches. While this served as a stopgap measure
for churches which may not have been meeting together in person, and while this may
serve as an aid for those who are not able to attend public worship because of infirmity
or similar reasons, the church must not regard such use of media and technology as an
acceptable substitute for meeting together. Watching a public service through a TV, com-
puter, or phone screen is not the same as gathering with God’s people for public worship
on the Lord’s day, and sessions should encourage the members under their spiritual care
to be present for worship whenever possible.

When it comes to the Lord’s Supper, this is especially true. The New Testament as-
sumes that Christians will meet together, in person, to receive the sacrament. When Paul
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gives instructions to the Corinthian church on how they should be observing the Lord’s
Supper, no fewer than four times he points to them meeting/gathering together, in per-
son (1 Corinthians 11:18, 20, 33, 34). Furthermore, the Standards of the ARP Church re-
quire the sacrament to be administered by an ordained minister, an action that would be
impossible through a video screen (WCF 27.4, 29.3; WLC Q. 169; FOG 9.6.A; DPW 8.c
(3)). While extraordinary providential circumstances may prohibit the administration of
the sacrament for a time, this should be a cause for lament and prayer by sessions, not a
reason to seek out innovations. The public gathering of Christians for worship, including
the Lord’s Supper, must be a priority for the spiritual welfare of congregations.

Directory of Public Worship 11.5 and Form of Government 1.2, 6.8.L and M, and 9.6.A.

2See DPW III.

3The DPW acknowledges that “other days of public worship may be provided besides the Lord’s
Day, but it is both the happy privilege and the solemn duty of all God’s people to assemble for wor-
ship on the

Lord’s Day as they are able” (see DPW IV.4). Such gatherings, however, should also be under the
authority of the minister and session, per DPW IL5 (see also FOG 1.2, 9.6, 6.8.L.).

4See DPW IIL

Paul’s argument here seems to be that one of the God-given duties of the civil magistrate is to cre-
ate a safe, civil environment in which godliness can prosper without the fear or hindrance of man,
and through which men may worship God according to the liberty of a conscience ruled by God
through the light of Scripture.

¢The elements denote the actual activities of public worship (reading the Word, preaching the
Word, praying the Word, singing the Word, and watching the Word). By circumstances of worship,
we mean those attendant details that make worship possible (time, place, environment, musical
accompaniment, length of service, dress code, health and hygiene practices, etc.)

7So for example, the Westminster Confession teaches that “there are some circumstances concerning
the worship of God, and government of the Church, common to human actions and societies, which
are to be ordered by the light of nature and Christian prudence, according to the general rules of the
word, which are always to be observed” (WCF 1:6).

The report of the Committee on Inter-Church Relations was presented.
Committee on Inter-Church Relations

The Committee on Inter-Church Relations met as a whole via Zoom on February
22,2022.

Ecumenical Organizations

The ARP Church currently holds membership in three (3) ecumenical organiza-
tions: The North American Presbyterian and Reformed Council (NAPARC), The
World Reformed Fellowship (WRF), and the International Conference of Reformed
Churches (ICRC).

After not meeting in 2020, NAPARC met on November 10-11, 2021, at the Shiloh
Presbyterian Church in Raleigh, NC, hosted by the Orthodox Presbyterian Church.
The ARP delegation consisted of Seth Yi, Patrick Malphrus, Kyle Sims, and Billy
Barron. Patrick Malphrus serves on the Website Committee.

ICRC normally meets every four years but postponed its meeting in 2021 for one
year. Therefore, the next meeting will be this year, 2022, in Namibia, Africa. The
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2018 Synod passed a motion for us to send at least two delegates to the meetings of
ICRC. We hope to be able to do this for the meeting. Due to the fact that the details
of the meeting are not yet available, the delegation has not been set. One of the
goals of the ICRC is to have at least one regional meeting during the years between
the regular ICRC meetings. This is still in the planning stages for the North Ameri-
ca region. Billy Barron serves on the planning committee for this meeting.

Churches in Fraternal Relations

The churches in fraternal fellowship with the ARPC are the Korean American
Presbyterian Church (KAPC), the Orthodox Presbyterian Church (OPC), the Pres-
byterian Church in America (PCA), The Reformed Presbyterian Church of North
America (RPCNA), the Evangelical Presbyterian Church (EPC), the Evangelical
Presbyterian Church of England and Wales (EPCEW), and the Free Church of Scot-
land (FCoS). It has been our practice to exchange delegates annually with the OPC
and RPCNA. Our practice is to alternate years of sending and receiving delegates
with the EPC and PCA. We exchange delegates with the KAPC, EPCEW, and FCoS
on an occasional basis.

The committee continues to review our relationship with the EPC. Much has
changed since the organization of the EPC. For several years, we have been discuss-
ing and monitoring the development on a number of issues of concern within the
EPC. We are seeking an opportunity to sit down with them and discuss these con-
cerns. It is your committee’s perspective that this should not be dealt with on a
committee to committee level, but between our highest courts. Therefore, the
committee has drafted a letter for this court to approve and then to be delivered to
them. We realize that the meeting of their General Assembly is only two weeks
away and our discussion may not be possible before that meeting.

We continue to encourage presbyteries and churches to invite local NAPARC
churches to their meetings and events. We believe that this may foster a stronger
sense of fellowship and connection in our shared labors in the Gospel.

Fraternal Delegates / Representatives

In 2022, we have approved the sending and receiving fraternal delegates to the
meetings of the OPC and RPCNA General Assemblies. We also have invited the
PCA to send a fraternal delegate to our General Synod. As has been our practice for
several years now, we have invited the Canadian Reformed Churches (CanRC) and
the Bible Presbyterian Church to send an observer. Along with our sending the del-
egates to the OPC and RPCNA, we will send delegates to the EPC and an
observer to the CanRC. With our having missionaries in Wales and England, we
have been able to send fraternal delegates to the meeting of EPCEW and the FCoS.
However, due to some backlog reasons in the EPCEW meetings, they are not re-
ceiving delegates this year. Neither will we be sending a fraternal delegate to the
FCoS due to their continued Covid cautions.

Bonclarken is working with us to be able to host our fraternal delegates for a
dinner together on Tuesday evening. This will take place during the regular meal-
time in the Music Room.
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Other Relationships

In 2010, your committee was tasked to work with World Witness to investigate
the establishment of relationships with at least one national church in all countries
where we have missionaries serving (Minutes of Synod 2010, p.366). As opportuni-
ty avails itself, we are exploring the possibility of such relationships but have no
recommendations for this meeting.

The committee also continues to evaluate present relationships with other

churches as the need arises. Again, we have no recommendations at this meet-

ing.

Officers for 2022 — 2023:

Benjamin Glaser, Chairman

Bill VanDooderwaard, Vice Chairman
David Smith, Secretary

Recommendations:

1. That Synod receive fraternal delegates at the 2022 meeting from the OPC,
RPCNA, and PCA denominations. SYNOD APPROVED.

2. That Synod authorize the following as our fraternal delegates:

OPC - July 8-14 at Eastern University — Benjamin Glaser

RPCNA - June 21-24 at Indiana Wesleyan University in Marion, Indiana -
Kyle Sims and a Canadian minister to be named. David Smith is the
alternate.

EPC - June 21-24 - at Northville, Michigan - (to be determined)

CanRC - May 10 - at Guelph, Ontario. Jeff Kingswood

URC meeting in October in Buffalo, NY — to be determined.

SYNOD APPROVED.

3. That Synod would approve the letter of brotherly concern to be sent to the EPC.
SYNOD APPROVED.

4. That Synod would authorize the Committee on Inter-Church Relations to assign
fraternal delegates for the meetings of NAPARC, the ICRC, and any other frater-
nal situations as needed. SYNOD APPROVED.

5. That Synod approve the following statement concerning our relationship with

the RPCNA:

“In order to develop unity in the visible church, the ARPC and RPCNA
have pursued a path of growing closer by reaching out to know each

other better, and to seek to discover ways of mutual cooperation, service
and study. We believe that, while we have differences, we may still learn
from each other and that our ties will be strengthened as we explore and
develop mutual relations. This path is not a proposal for organic union,
nevertheless it presents significant goals worthy of our continued pursuit.”
SYNOD APPROVED.
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6. That the Committee on Inter-Church Relations begin conversation with delegates
from any of the churches we associate with through our ecumenical organiza-
tions to find ways we might better cooperate in the work of the Kingdom.
SYNOD APPROVED.

7. That the attached budget be approved. SYNOD APPROVED.

8. That all other actions herein reported be sustained. SYNOD APPROVED.

Respectfully submitted,

William L. Barron, Sr.

Chairman
A MOTION CARRIED

that the Committee on Inter-Church Relations establish and
maintain ecclesiastical relations with ARP Synod of Mexico
and ARP Synod of Pakistan and report back to Synod 2023.

Bryan Chappell (PCA) brought greetings.
RUF greetings from Jonathan Cook.
Eric Hancox closed the session with prayer and a lunch blessing.
WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON
Alex Pettett opened with a season of prayer followed by a sermon by
Drew Goodman and special presentation from Eric Meberg. (See Appendix
for sermon).

A MOTION CARRIED

that in the absence of the Synod Parliamentarian, the
Parliamentarian-Elect be allowed to serve in that capacity.

A MOTION CARRIED

that Synod recognize the revised format of our Synod packet,
its updated presentation and those who helped in the design

The report of the Committee on Investment was presented.
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Committee on Investment

The Investment Committee oversees various investments owned by General Synod,
presbyteries, agencies, congregations, and individuals. The committee meets at least
quarterly with its investment consultants to review portfolio performance and asset allo-
cation and make any necessary changes in investment managers or investment strate-
gies. Representatives of Synod agencies and boards with funds invested under the over-
sight of the committee are invited to participate in Investment Committee meetings in an
advisory capacity.

Duties as prescribed in the Manual of Authorities and Duties are:

Developing guidelines for the work of the committee.

The Investment Committee reviews their Investment Policy Statement for the Associ-
ate Reformed Presbyterian Trust on an annual basis to revise as needed. The Corner-
stone Management model asset allocations are reviewed periodically and adjusted as
required.

b. Management of all investment funds under the oversight of the ARP Foundation/
Stewardship (including the funds of the General Synod) and the Board of Benefits.

These funds represent three distinct types of investments: The Associate Reformed
Presbyterian Retirement Plan Trust, Endowment & Endowment-type Funds, and Chari-
table Remainder Trusts & Gift Annuities.

(1) Associate Reformed Presbyterian Retirement Plan Trust. The Investment Com-
mittee meets on a quarterly basis with financial advisor The Corpening Group
(Alex Brown a subsidiary of Raymond James) to receive reports, evaluate the
performance of the Trust Fund, and make recommendations as to the manage-

ment of our portfolio.

The value of assets invested as of December 31, 2021, was approximately $51.5
million. The value of assets invested as of December 31, 2020, was approximate-
ly $64.4 million. The year-over-year decline is attributable to the lump-sum
payouts from the Retirement Plan in 2021.

(2) Endowments and Endowment-type Funds. The Investment Committee also
meets on a regular basis with financial advisor Cornerstone Management to receive
reports, evaluate the performance of these funds, and make recommendations as to
the management of our portfolio. These individual accounts belong to churches,
presbyteries, and agencies of the General Synod. Conservative, Moderate, Moderate
Aggressive, and Aggressive investment options are available based upon the risk
profile of each account holder. As of December 31, 2021, endowment and endow-
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ment-type funds totaled approximately $34.6 million. As of December 31, 2020, en-
dowment and endowment-type funds totaled approximately $34.0 million.

(3) Charitable Remainder Trusts and Gift Annuities. The Investment Committee pro-
vides investment oversight over the ARP Foundation’s charitable remainder trusts
and gift annuities on behalf of the ARP Foundation Board of Directors. Each charita-
ble trust is a separately invested entity, with a combined total value on December 31,
2021 of approximately $274,000 versus $314,800 for the prior year end. The balance
in the Gift Annuity Fund on December 31, 2021 was $130,500 versus $122,400 for the
prior year end.

c. Reviewing all current investment relationships for funds currently invested under
the oversight of the ARP Foundation/Stewardship and funds of the Board of Benefits.

As stated above, The Corpening Group serves as the investment consultant on the
ARP Retirement Plan Trust, and Cornerstone Management, Inc. serves as consultant for
the endowment and endowment-type funds as well as the charitable remainder trusts
and gift annuities.

The Corpening Group reported on the performance of the Retirement Fund invest-
ments, indicating in the overall report, a 13.67% annual return for 2021. The performance
exceeded the benchmark for all periods measured.

Cornerstone also reported that individual portfolio allocations combined for an aver-
age 10.53% annual return for 2021. The average is influenced by the models selected by
the investing entities.

d. Discuss with other boards and agencies the possibility of including their funds in
those under management.

The committee is available to assist any church, presbytery, or agency of the General
Synod, both in an advisory capacity and to exercise responsibilities authorized by asset
owners. Contact the Executive Director of Central Services with your questions regard-
ing the financial services that may be available to your respective church, presbytery, or
agency.

The Committee respectfully requests that representatives of Synod keep in mind the
following important considerations when evaluating investment performance:

Performance for calendar year was in line relative to the benchmarks established in
the Investment Policy Statement. The investment models utilized by financial advisors
and money managers are not predicated upon the cyclical difficulties of financial mar-
kets, but rather upon a long-term strategy. Evaluations of negative returns or less than
average performance in the financial markets must always remain tempered by the mar-
ket’s long-term track record, which often reverts back to the mean. Long-term financial
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strategy as it pertains to prudent Biblical stewardship, and not market volatility, is the
primary focus of the Committee’s considerations.

Officers for 2021-2022:

Stewart Hurst Chairman

Matt Wylie Vice Chairman

Jamey Dagenhart Treasurer

Roger Wiles Secretary/Administrative Officer
Recommendations:

1. That this report be received as information. SYNOD APPROVED.

2. That the committee be granted $5,500 for committee travel and expenses. SYNOD
APPROVED

Respectfully submitted,

Stewart Hurst, Chairman
Roger N. Wiles, Secretary

The report of the Committee on Revisions was presented.
Committee on Revisions

The Committee on Revisions is being restructured using a representative from each of
the presbyteries. Our first meeting was held on April 25, 2022. Billy Barron was asked to
convene the meeting which met at 2:00 pm EST.

The following were elected to serve as officers:

Billy Barron Chairman
Andy Webb Vice-Chairman
Clinton Dix Secretary

The committee reviewed multiple documents to determine which ones were relevant
to the duties of the committee.

Recommendations:

1. For clarification purposes the committee recommends that Synod add the following
sentence to the Manual of Authorities and Duties (MAD), Committee on Revisions,
page 98, after the first paragraph under Authority:

“The Committee on Revisions may receive and review proposals normally received
by the deadline for inclusion in the Synod Packet, to amend the Standards and
Rules of Procedure from Synod, Boards, Agencies, Committees, and Presbyteries
prior to a meeting of General Synod”.

SYNOD APPROVED.
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2. That the document concerning editorial changes to the Book of Discipline be referred
to the Principal Clerk as it is not under our purview, as we understand it. SYNOD
APPROVED.

3. That the proposal from the Executive Board to drop from the FOG 14.11 the phrase
(10* edition) is a good change since it is no longer “the most current” edition. This
change also needs to be made in the MAD. RECOMMENDATION RULED OUT OF
ORDER - IT WAS VOTED ON BY EXECUTIVE BOARD.

4. Various items from the Minutes of 2018 -2021 were given to the committee. Since
these items have already been dealt with by subsequent Synods, they are not relevant
for our committee. SYNOD RECEIVED AS INFORMATION.

5. Concerning the Northeast Memorial - Licensure Memorial (Revised) - there are no
conflicts with other portions of the constitutional documents. Noted that the negative
should be used “nor” rather than the positive “or”. SYNOD RECEIVED AS INFOR-
MATION.

6. Concerning the Northeast Memorial — Term Limits — there are no conflicts with other
portions of the constitutional documents. We recommend for clarity, that 8.5b be

changed to read:

Elders and deacons may serve up to six (6) years in consecutive full or partial terms,
after which they shall not be eligible until a one (1) year sabbatical has been taken after
the close of their terms of office.

SYNOD RECEIVED AS INFORMATION.

The committee will meet during the meeting of the General Synod to review and
prepare a proposed revision to the MAD that will more clearly state the duties of this
committee.

Respectfully submitted,

William L. Barron Sr., Chairman
The report of the Board of Stewardship was presented.

Board of Stewardship

General Synod has given the Board of Stewardship “responsibility for working coop-
eratively with the congregations and agencies of General Synod to develop and adminis-
ter programs and ministries to secure fi