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Tennessee - Alabama Presbytery
 Fall Stated Meeting

 Hopewell Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church
Maury County, Tennessee

September 19-20, 2008

Friday Evening Session

The meeting was convened at 8:24 PM with prayer by Bob Illman.

Jim Patterson brought greetings from the host church.

The roll was constituted with a quorum present as follows:

Church Minister Ruling Elder

Bethel Curtis Mitchell - D

Camden

Cleveland Street
Jerry Gooch 
Matthew Gooch - D

Covenant Family Fellowship

Connections Mission Bob Illman Matt Ligon (Sat)

Fayetteville C.W. Todd Teddy Ray - D

Hopewell C.W. Bradley Charles Mangum - D

Lincoln

Madison Roy Hulling

Muscle Shoals Stephen Jordan Steve Weber -D

Pressly Memorial P.J. McClung Fred Hartin  - D

Prosperity AL

Prosperity TN S. Eugene Reneger  - D

Mark Linker   WOC Rev. Su Kim and family
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Motion: To waive the reading of the Minutes of the Spring 2008 Stated Meeting and the
Adjourned Meeting 2008 at Bonclarken. Carried.

Motion: To adopt the program subject to necessary change. Carried. The program was marked
APPENDIX I and filed.

Gordon Query, Moderator of the General Synod, brought greetings to the court and presented the
theme for the year: The Indispensable Word, (Deuteronomy 8:3). He challenged members and
delegates with the question:  “Is the word of God penetrating our daily lives?”

Personal privilege was extended to Charles Edgar who commented on the Moderator’s monthly
article in the  Magazine.

Matthew Gooch, a new Ruling Elder at Cleveland Street and the Reverend Su Kim and family,
were introduced to the court.

Motion: That Kevin  be excused from his committee assignment for work reasons. Carried.

Motion: To excuse Kerry Ptacek from the meeting. Carried

The Treasurer’s Report was deferred until the Saturday session with consent.

Teddy Ray presented the report of the Moderator's Committee on Sessional Records. 

Motion: To receive the report as information. Carried. The report was marked APPENDIX II
and filed.

At the request of the Moderator, special prayer was offered for U. S. Army Chaplain Gabe Cotton 
who reported at the Adjourned Meeting at Synod that he is deploying to Iraq with 1st Cavalry
Division. 

By consent, Charles Edgar presented a draft memorial to Synod for delegates to study after
adjournment and discuss during the Saturday session.

Motion: To adjourn. Carried

The benediction was pronounced by C.W. Todd at 8:49 PM.
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Sat Morning Session

The meeting opened with the singing of Psalm 95 and an invocation by C. F. Edgar at 8:20 AM.

Matt Ligon brought the devotional from Judges 3:12-30, on the story of Ehud  as an example of 
an unlikely deliverer.

The Moderator called the court to order with prayer.

The roll was  with a quorum present (See table).

Matt Ligon presented the Treasurer’s Report. Motion: To receive the report as information.
Carried. The report was marked APPENDIX III and filed.

The Moderator named a Special Moderator's Committee to  propose a sexual harassment policy
for adoption by Presbytery at the Spring Stated Meeting 2009, in order to comply with the Synod
directive mandating that presbyteries adopt a policy if they do not have one.  Bob Illman, Charles 
Bradley and Steve Jordan were named to the committee, with Mr. Illman as chair.

Motion:  To extend the privilege of floor to Messrs Query, Kim and (Matthew) Gooch. Carried.

Recess was called for thirty minutes per order of the day at 8:40 AM.

Recess out at 9:43 AM.

The Report of the Committee on the Minister and His Work was read by Charles Bradley.
Motion: To receive as information. Carried. The report was marked APPENDIX IV and filed.

A recommendation from the Minister and His Work Committee that Presbytery go into Executive 
Session was carried. Guests were excused and the Presbytery entered Executive Session at 9:55
AM.

Motion: To terminate executive session. Carried. The court allowed guests to return and resumed 
regular business.

The Report of the Commission to Muscle Shoals was read by Bob Illman. Motion: To receive as
information. Carried. The report was marked APPENDIX V and filed.

There was no report from the Committee on Stewardship.

The report of the Committee on Christian Education Ministries was presented by Charles
Mangum. 

Motion: To receive as information. Carried. The report was marked APPENDIX VI and filed.

The report of the Committee on Outreach North America was presented by Teddy Ray. Motion
to receive as information. Carried. The report was marked APPENDIX VII and filed.
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The report of the Committee on Nominations was presented by Fred Hartin. The
recommendations contained therein were considered seriatim:

P.J. McClung to serve on the Minister and His Work Committee  to 2014. Carried.

Steve Weber to serve on the Outreach Tennessee Alabama committee to 2014. Carried

That Charles Edgar serve on the Christian Educational Ministries Committee through 2009 to 
full the term of Charles Kosecik, followed by a full term ending 2014. Carried.

Sam Reneger to the Stewardship committee until 2014. Carried.

Matt Ligon to serve as Trustee to 2014. Carried

Motion: To receive the report as a whole. Carried. The report was marked Appendix VIII and
filed.

Motion: To nominate Charles Bradley to serve as clerk until 2012. Carried. Elected by
acclamation.

Motion: To nominate Matthew Gooch to serve on the Nominations Committee to 2014. Carried.
Elected by acclamation.

The floor was opened for invitations to host the Fall Stated Meeting 2009, on September 18 &
19, 2009.

Motion: To accept the invitation of the Fayetteville Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church to
host the Fall Stated Meeting 2009. Carried.

The Moderator announced that the Spring Stated Meeting for 2009 will convene at the Cleveland
Street Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church on March 20 & 21, 2009.

Motion: To accept the invitation of Camden Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church to host
Spring Stated Meeting for 2010 to be held March 19 & 20, 2010. Carried.

Motion: That Presbytery send an official note of sympathy to Jim Fee on the death of his son in 
a automobile crash in Fayetteville, TN. Carried.

Motion: To consider the proposed Memorial to Synod,  calling upon Synod rescind the action of
the 2008 General Synod that set aside The 1979 Statement Concerning Scripture. Second.

Motion: to Refer: To a special Moderator's Committee to consider it and bring a
recommendation to  Presbytery at the Spring Stated Meeting 2009.  Carried.

The chair named Charles Edgar, Mark Linker, Calvin Todd, and Bob Bender to the committee.
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The Moderator took prayer concerns from members and delegates. The court observed a season
of prayer.

The court sang  The Song of Christian Unity, after which the benediction was pronounced.

A luncheon was served on the grounds.

The Moderator’s Committee on Resolutions read its report in conjunction with the meal. The
report was marked APPENDIX IX and filed.

Attest:

____________________________________

Charles W. Bradley, Stated Clerk
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Appendix 1, page one
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Appendix One, page two.
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Appendix One, page three
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Appendix 2

Moderator's Committee on Sessional Records

September 19, 2008

Present: Teddy Ray, Steve Weber, Max Baggett.

Meeting was called to order by Teddy Ray.

The sessional records of ten of the twelve churches were reviewed. One had two months of no
closing prayer. Camden had a new clerk and he was no aware of some of the procedures. One
church did not have a monthly meeting. All churches were notified of their missing procedures. 

There was no report from Prosperity, AL and Covenant Family Fellowship. 

Meeting was adjourned with prayer by Steve Weber.
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Appendix 3

Tennessee-Alabama Presbytery
Treasurer’s Report

Spring 2008 Meeting

Checking Account
Starting Balance:  $  6911.29
Deposits:  $2947.82
Withdrawals:  $4111.36
Ending Balance:  $5747.75

CD Balance:  $45,278.38

Assessments Received From:
Camden
Bethel
Muscle Shoals
Hopewell
Fayetteville
Prosperity(TN)
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Appendix 4

Minister and His Work Committee

Present: C.W. Todd, C.W. Bradley, P.J. McClung.

Opening prayer by C.W. Todd.

Interviewed Bob Illman about his work on the Commission to Muscle Shoals and his work with
Connections Church.

Interviewed Stephen Jordan regarding his work at Muscle Shoals.

Interviewed Su Kim regarding the proposed Korean church plant in Huntsville.

Proposal was made for the Korean group to meet concurrently with Connections, with common
worship and two concurrent preaching services if it is agreeable to the Session at Connections.

Meeting adjourned with prayer.
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 Appendix 5
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Appendix Six

Christian Education Ministries

Meeting September 19, 2008

Present: Charles Mangum and Bob Illman.

1. Communication from Synod C.E. Committee representative Bob Illman.

2. Since C.E. in T/A Presbytery churches varies greatly, committee needs to have a better idea of
what is being done to effectually advise the Presbytery. Motion: To canvass churches as to what
is being done and what needs to be done. Second and carried.

Adjourned with prayer by Charles Mangum.
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Appendix Seven

Minutes of the Outreach Tennessee / Alabama Committee

September 20, 2008

Present: Teddy Ray, Bob Illman, Jim Patterson, Max Baggett.

Bob Illman gave a report of his work at Connections Presbyterian Church. They have also started 
various outreach programs. 

Bob Illmand also gave a report of the work in Montgomery and Scott Mitchell. Their goal is to
launch the church in the spring. Bob's two sons have been involved in the church. 

Meeting was adjourned with prayer by Bob Illman.
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Appendix Eight

Report of the Nominations Committee

Meeting September 19, 2008

Present: Fred Hartin, chairman, C.F. Edgar, Roy Hulling, Curt Mitchell. 

Visitors: Sam Reneger, Matthew Gooch.

Meeting was opened with prayer by C.F. Edgar.

Minister and His Work: Term expiring - McClung 2009.

Motion by Hulling nominating P.J. McClung for a full term expiring 2014. Seconded by Edgar.
Motion passed.

Nominating Committee: Term expiring - Hulling 2009. Nomination comes from the floor of
Presbytery.

Outreach Tennessee Alabama: Term expiring - Glenn Beach 2009, Motion by Edgar nominating
Steve Weber. Second by Hulling. Carried. Term expires 2014.

Christian Education: Hulling nominated Edgar to fill unexpired term and full term 2014. Mitchell 
seconded. Motion carried.

Stewardship: Term expiring Jim Kidd 2009. Motion by Hulling nominating Sam Reneger.
Seconded by Mitchell. Motion carried. Class of 2014.

Trustees: Tern expiring Matt Ligon 2009. Mitchell motion to nominate Matt Ligon. Seconded
Hulling. Motion carried.

Adjourned with prayer by Reneger.
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Appendix Nine
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