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PROCEEDINGSȱ

BONCLARKEN,ȱFLATȱROCK,ȱNORTHȱCAROLINAȱ

Theȱ208thȱAnnualȱMeetingȱofȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱofȱtheȱAssociȬ
ateȱReformedȱPresbyterianȱChurchȱwasȱheldȱJuneȱ5ȱthroughȱ7,ȱ
2012ȱatȱBonclarkenȱConferenceȱCenter,ȱFlatȱRock,ȱNC.ȱ
ȱ

MONDAYȱEVENING/ȱTUESDAYȱMORNING,ȱJUNEȱ4Ȭ5,ȱ2012ȱ

THEȱPREȬSYNODȱCONFERENCEȱ

TheȱPreȬSynodȱConferenceȱDinnerȱwasȱservedȱatȱtheȱCampȬ
groundȱPavilion.ȱTheȱfirstȱsessionȱofȱȱ“Transformation:ȱSeeingȱ
EverythingȱUnderȱtheȱLordshipȱofȱJesusȱChristȱ”ȱwasȱheldȱatȱtheȱ
YouthȱActivitiesȱBuildingȱMondayȱeveningȱandȱfeaturedȱCurtȱ
Youngȱasȱtheȱspeaker.ȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱTheȱTuesdayȱMorningȱsessionȱbeganȱatȱ9:30ȱa.m.ȱandȱȱ
featuredȱspeakersȱRickȱPhilips,ȱDavidȱVance,ȱandȱFrankȱvanȱ
Dalen.ȱ
ȱ

SPECIALȱSYNODȱWEEKȱDENOMINATIONALȱACTIVITIESȱ

ȱȱȱTheȱOrientationȱ forȱNewȱDelegatesȱwasȱ heldȱ Tuesdayȱ atȱ 5:00ȱ
p.m.ȱinȱtheȱHotelȱClassroomȱ#1.ȱȱ
ȱȱChristianȱEducationȱMinistries’ȱ“LetsȱTalk”ȱofferedȱinformationȱ
onȱ training,ȱ networking,ȱ events,ȱ andȱ resourcesȱ forȱ Sundayȱ
School,ȱyouthȱministry,ȱ familyȱministryȱandȱmoreȱatȱ theȱCEMȱ
Cafeȇȱfromȱ9ȱa.m.ȱuntilȱ9ȱp.m.ȱeachȱday.ȱȱ
ȱȱȱSynodȇsȱKids’ȱCampȱ forȱ agesȱ 7Ȭ18ȱwasȱheldȱTuesdayȱ throughȱ
Thursdayȱatȱvariousȱtimes.ȱ
ȱȱȱARPȱWomen’sȱMinistriesȱhostedȱPastors’ȱWivesȱFellowshipȱonȱ
Wednesdayȱ fromȱ 10:00ȱ a.m.ȱ untilȱ 12ȱ p.m.ȱ inȱ theȱ JeanȱWhiteȱ
Room.ȱ
Erskineȱ Theologicalȱ Seminaryȇsȱ Barbecueȱ Picnicȱ wasȱ servedȱ

Wednesdayȱatȱ12:00ȱp.m.ȱatȱtheȱHeadspringȱPavilion.ȱ
ȱȱȱARPȱWomen’sȱMinistries’ȱOasis:ȱAȱTimeȱofȱSpiritualȱRefreshmentȱ
withȱKristiȱ James,ȱSallyeȱLucasȱandȱLeonaȱQuery,ȱprovidingȱaȱ
timeȱofȱlisteningȱandȱsharingȱonȱtheȱsubjectȱofȱ“GlimpsesȱofȱSaltȱ
andȱLight,”ȱwasȱpresentedȱonȱWednesdayȱfromȱ3:30Ȭ4:30ȱp.m.ȱinȱ
SynodicalȱHall.ȱ
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ȱȱȱOutreachȱ Northȱ Americaȇsȱ Churchȱ Plantingȱ Breakfastȱ wasȱ
Thursdayȱmorningȱatȱ7:00ȱa.m.,ȱDiningȱRoomȱB,ȱwithȱSinclairȱ
Fergusonȱ andȱ Brandonȱ Barrettȱ speakingȱ onȱ theȱ newȱworkȱ atȱ
GraceȱPresbyterianȱChurchȱinȱPontiac,ȱSC.ȱ
ȱ

TUESDAY,ȱJUNEȱ5,ȱ2012,ȱ7:30ȱP.M.ȱ

ȱȱȱȱTheȱ208thȱAnnualȱMeetingȱofȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱofȱtheȱAssoȬ
ciateȱ Reformedȱ PresbyterianȱChurchȱ beganȱwithȱ theȱ openingȱ
worshipȱserviceȱledȱbyȱModeratorȱAndrewȱPutnam.ȱ

  
OPENINGȱWORSHIPȱ
Tuesday,ȱJuneȱ5,ȱ2012ȱ

YouthȱActivitiesȱBuildingȱ
ȱ7:00ȱP.M.ȱ InformalȱPsalmȱSingȱ ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱC.ȱEarlȱLindermanȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱȱȱȱȱȱHarrietȱE.ȱLinderman,ȱAccompanistȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱPreludeȱȱ ȱ ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱGregȱȱReynoldsȱȱ
ȱ7:30ȱP.M.ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱCallȱtoȱWorshipȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱSong:ȱ“TheȱPraisesȱofȱHeavenȱandȱEarth”ȱȱ
ȱ ȱ ȱȱȱȱ ȱ ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱTheȱARPȱPsalter,ȱNo.ȱ205
ȱ ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱInvocationȱandȱtheȱLord’sȱPrayerȱȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱGloriaȱPatriȱȱ
ȱ ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱTheȱConstitutingȱofȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱ
ȱ ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱ ȱ ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱAndrewȱK.ȱPutnam,ȱModeratorȱ
ȱ ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱMemorialȱServiceȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱPaulȱG.ȱPatrick,ȱViceȱModeratorȱ
ȱ ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱTheȱListingȱofȱDeceasedȱMinistersȱ
ȱ ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱTheȱListingȱofȱDeceasedȱRulingȱEldersȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱ ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱPrayerȱ
ȱ ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱSong:ȱȱ“UnderȱHisȱWings”ȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱ ȱȱȱȱȱ ȱ ȱȱȱ ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱTheȱARPȱPsalter,ȱNo.ȱ183ȱȱ
ȱ ȱ ȱSermonȱ ȱ ȱȱȱȱȱȱAndrewȱK.ȱPutnamȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱ ȱ ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱ“Wolves”ȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱText:ȱȱActsȱ20:28Ȭ32ȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱTheȱAdministrationȱofȱtheȱLord’sȱTableȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱPrayerȱofȱThanksgivingȱ
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ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱBenedictionȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱPostludeȱ ȱ ȱ GregȱReynoldsȱ
ȱȱ
ȱ
(SeeȱAppendixȱ forȱ theȱ tributesȱandȱ theȱ listȱofȱdeceasedȱeldȬ

ers.)ȱ
ȱ

WEDNESDAY,ȱJUNEȱ6,ȱ7:00ȱA.M.ȱȱ

Earlȱ Lindermanȱ ledȱ anȱ informalȱ coffeeȱ andȱ singingȱ ofȱ theȱ
PsalmsȱonȱtheȱDiningȱRoomȱporch.ȱ
Followingȱ theȱpreludeȱbyȱGregȱReynolds,ȱ theȱopeningȱworȬ

shipȱserviceȱwasȱconductedȱbyȱBobȱAnderson.ȱ
PresidentȱofȱBonclarkenȱConferenceȱCenter,ȱJosephȱH.ȱ(Chip)ȱ

Sherer,ȱwelcomedȱtheȱdelegatesȱtoȱBonclarken.ȱ
PrincipalȱClerkȱRonȱBeardȱmadeȱ aȱmotionȱ thatȱ theȱ rollȱ creȬ

atedȱbyȱtheȱsignȬinȱprocessȱbeȱconstitutedȱasȱtheȱOfficialȱRollȱofȱ
Synod.ȱȱVaughnȱHathawayȱmadeȱaȱmotionȱthat:ȱ
ȱ
Dueȱtoȱanȱoversight,ȱtheȱlanguageȱnecessaryȱtoȱamendȱtheȱFormȱofȱ
Governmentȱtoȱimplementȱtheȱdecisionȱofȱtheȱ2011ȱSynodȱtoȱgrantȱ
rulingȱeldersȱwhoȱareȱformerȱmoderatorsȱofȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱtheȱ
rightȱtoȱsit,ȱdeliberateȱandȱvoteȱatȱsubsequentȱmeetingsȱofȱtheȱGenȬ
eralȱSynodȱwasȱnotȱsentȱdownȱtoȱtheȱPresbyteries.ȱTherefore,ȱbeȱitȱ
resolvedȱthatȱtheȱSynodȱofȱ2012ȱgrantȱtheseȱrightsȱtoȱallȱsuchȱformerȱ
moderatorsȱwhoȱareȱinȱattendanceȱatȱthisȱSynod,ȱwhoȱareȱalsoȱinȱ
goodȱstandingȱasȱmembersȱofȱtheȱAssociateȱReformedȱPresbyterianȱ
Church.ȱ
ȱ

Theȱmotionȱcarried.ȱ
ȱ

(SeeȱAppendixȱforȱtheȱOfficialȱRollȱofȱSynod).ȱ
ȱ

RETIRING MODERATOR'S ADDRESSȱ

BrothersȱinȱChrist,ȱ
Iȱwantȱtoȱthankȱyouȱforȱtheȱopportunityȱtoȱserveȱasȱtheȱmoderatorȱofȱtheȱ

AssociateȱReformedȱPresbyterianȱChurch.ȱȱIȱwantȱtoȱthankȱtheȱTirzahȱcongreȬ
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gation,ȱViceȱModeratorȱPaulȱPatrick,ȱtheȱclerksȱofȱSynodȱandȱtheȱstaffȱofȱtheȱ
ARPȱCenterȱforȱtheirȱtirelessȱsupport,ȱsacrificeȱandȱwork.ȱ

Itȱhasȱbeenȱanȱexcitingȱandȱsurprisinglyȱinterestingȱyear.ȱOverȱtheȱpastȱ
12ȱmonths,ȱIȱhaveȱseenȱpositivesȱandȱnegatives.ȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱIȱhaveȱbeenȱencouragedȱandȱstrengthenedȱandȱalsoȱmockedȱandȱslandered.ȱ
I’veȱtraveledȱmoreȱthanȱ14,000ȱmiles,ȱattendingȱpresbyteries,ȱboards,ȱcommitȬ
tees,ȱandȱvariousȱchurchȱfunctions.ȱȱIȱvisitedȱwithȱourȱmissionariesȱinȱEuropeȱ
(whoȱ areȱ doingȱ incredibleȱworkȱ inȱ toughȱ conditions)ȱ andȱ haveȱworshippedȱ
withȱmissionȱ churchesȱ fromȱNewȱ Yorkȱ toȱAlabama.ȱ Iȱ haveȱ hadȱ numerousȱ
translatorsȱforȱdifferentȱculturesȱandȱhaveȱeatenȱaȱwideȱvarietyȱofȱinterestingȱ
items.ȱI’veȱlistenedȱtoȱtheȱconcernsȱofȱourȱbrothersȱinȱtheȱNorthȱandȱevenȱhadȱ
someoneȱinȱtheȱdeepȱSouthȱsuggestȱthatȱtheȱmoderator’sȱshieldȱwouldȱmakeȱaȱ
greatȱbeltȱbuckle.ȱIȱhaveȱseenȱtheȱGOOD,ȱtheȱBADȱandȱtheȱUGLYȱofȱtheȱARPȱ
Church.ȱȱSo,ȱlet’sȱtakeȱaȱmomentȱandȱtalkȱaboutȱtheseȱthree.ȱ
Let’sȱstartȱwithȱtheȱUGLY.ȱȱȱ

I’mȱnotȱ talkingȱaboutȱ theȱwayȱyouȱ lookȱonȱ theȱoutsideȱ (thoughȱsomeȱofȱ
youȱshouldȱbeȱthankfulȱthatȱentryȱ intoȱheavenȱ isȱnotȱaȱbeautyȱcontest).ȱ ȱI’mȱ
talkingȱaboutȱBehavior.ȱWords.ȱActions.ȱ ȱThingsȱ thatȱareȱsimplyȱembarrassȬ
ing.ȱThingsȱthatȱpoorlyȱrepresentȱtheȱARPȱChurchȱandȱJesusȱChristȱandȱareȱaȱ
hindranceȱtoȱtheȱGospelȱmessageȱgoingȱforthȱtoȱtheȱlost.ȱI’veȱhadȱseveralȱfolkȱ
askȱmeȱ ifȱ someȱ ofȱ youȱ areȱ evenȱChristiansȱ afterȱ they’veȱwitnessedȱ someȱ ofȱ
whatȱ hasȱ transpired,ȱ beenȱ publishedȱ orȱ said.ȱ Iȱwarnedȱ lastȱnightȱ aboutȱ theȱ
wolvesȱ andȱwouldȱ remindȱ youȱ it’sȱ openȱ season,ȱ it’sȱ timeȱ forȱwarriors.ȱWeȱ
mustȱputȱaȱstopȱtoȱthisȱbeforeȱitȱconsumesȱthisȱdenomination.ȱWeȱwouldȱnotȱ
tolerateȱthisȱbehaviorȱinȱourȱcongregationsȱandȱweȱshouldȱnotȱinȱourȱpresbyȬ
teriesȱandȱinȱtheȱSynod.ȱȱ
TheȱBAD.ȱ

Ourȱstatisticalȱ informationȱshowsȱusȱ toȱbeȱaȱchurchȱ inȱdeclineȱnumeriȬ
cally.ȱWeȱhaveȱaȱtremendousȱnumberȱofȱsmall,ȱremoteȱcongregationsȱthatȱareȱ
onȱaȱterminalȱpath.ȱ ȱWeȱhaveȱaroundȱonlyȱ28ȱchurchesȱwithȱoverȱ200ȱactiveȱ
members.ȱAndȱmanyȱofȱourȱcongregationsȱareȱsimplyȱnotȱhealthy.ȱFinanciallyȱ
weȱcontinueȱ toȱaskȱourȱboardsȱandȱagenciesȱ toȱ takeȱupȱ theirȱministriesȱwithȱ
lessȱ funding,ȱ andȱ mostȱ ofȱ ourȱ moneyȱ comesȱ fromȱ onlyȱ aȱ handfulȱ ofȱ ourȱ
churches.ȱ(60%ȱofȱtheȱDenominationalȱMinistryȱFundȱ isȱ fromȱ20ȱchurches.)ȱ
Weȱmustȱchangeȱourȱattitudes,ȱourȱselfishȱfocus,ȱandȱseekȱtoȱspreadȱtheȱGospelȱ
messageȱfreelyȱtoȱtheȱLOST.ȱChristȱmustȱhaveȱpreȬeminenceȱinȱallȱthatȱweȱdo.ȱȱ
TheȱGOOD.ȱ

Godȱ lovesȱyou.ȱWeȱcannotȱunderestimateȱ theȱpowerȱofȱ theȱGospelȱmesȬ
sageȱ toȱ transformȱ lives.ȱWeȱ areȱhearingȱ tremendousȱ testimoniesȱ inȱ someȱ ofȱ
ourȱ congregations.ȱ Someȱ ofȱ ourȱ presbyteriesȱ areȱ renewingȱ theirȱ emphasisȱ
uponȱchurchȱplanting,ȱandȱweȱareȱseeingȱrevitalizationȱ inȱsomeȱofȱourȱolderȱ
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congregations.ȱIȱrejoiceȱatȱtheȱnewȱworksȱtakingȱplaceȱacrossȱtheȱARPȱdenomiȬ
nation.ȱȱWeȱareȱseeingȱaȱrevivalȱwithinȱpartsȱofȱtheȱARPC.ȱȱManyȱofȱourȱminȬ
istriesȱareȱnowȱonȱtrackȱandȱmakingȱprogress.ȱButȱweȱmustȱunderstandȱthatȱitȱ
willȱtakeȱtime.ȱȱ

Ourȱmissionsȱworkȱisȱtakingȱoffȱinȱnewȱareas.ȱItȱwasȱexcitingȱforȱmeȱtoȱ
seeȱtheȱpotentialȱforȱnewȱworksȱinȱSpain,ȱGermany,ȱUkraineȱandȱTurkey,ȱandȱ
toȱseeȱtheȱworkȱweȱareȱundertakingȱtoȱplantȱchurchesȱ inȱScotland.ȱThereȱareȱ
possibilitiesȱforȱSOȱMUCHȱMOREȱforȱtheȱARPC!ȱ

Iȱ setȱ beforeȱ theȱ denominationȱ aȱ challengeȱ toȱ reviveȱ andȱ grow:ȱ 20ȱ newȱ
congregationsȱofȱ200+ȱmembersȱandȱ20ȱnewȱmissionȱworksȱbyȱtheȱyearȱ2020.ȱ
Weȱareȱonȱourȱway.ȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱThroughoutȱourȱhistoryȱitȱhasȱbeenȱevidentȱthatȱtheȱLordȱhasȱhadȱhisȱhandȱ
onȱthisȱlittleȱdenomination.ȱItȱisȱmyȱprayerȱthatȱheȱwillȱcontinueȱtoȱblessȱandȱ
guideȱus.ȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱIȱhaveȱspentȱ theȱbetterȱpartȱofȱ18ȱyearsȱonȱ thisȱstageȱasȱParliamentarianȱ
andȱasȱModerator.ȱȱI’mȱlookingȱforwardȱtoȱaȱbreak.ȱIȱhearȱthereȱareȱsomeȱtreesȱ
outsideȱthatȱeveryoneȱlikesȱtoȱgatherȱunder.ȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱThankȱyouȱforȱtheȱopportunityȱtoȱserveȱtheȱARPȱChurch.ȱ
ȱ
Retiring Moderator Andrew K. Putnam presented Moderator

-Elect G. Steven Suits to the Synod. Vice Moderator Patrick es-
corted Mr. Suits to the podium. Mr. Putnam placed the Mod-
erator's Shield around the neck of Mr. Suits, and made brief 
remarks. Moderator Suits presented the Retiring Moderator's 
Bible to Mr. Putnam. 
     Moderator Suits presented his Moderator's Challenge to the 
Synod. 
ȱ

MODERATORȇSȱCHALLENGEȱ

Fathersȱandȱbrothers,ȱlastȱyearȱModeratorȱAndyȱPutnamȱlaidȱ
beforeȱusȱaȱstatisticalȱpictureȱofȱtheȱhealthȱofȱourȱdenomination.ȱȱHisȱ
presentationȱmadeȱitȱquiteȱclearȱthatȱtheȱtrajectoryȱofȱtheȱARPCȱinȱ
termsȱofȱnumbersȱisȱnotȱpositive.ȱȱNow,ȱtheȱStrategicȱPlanningȱComȬ
mitteeȱ(SPC)ȱidentifiesȱinȱitsȱreportȱtoȱusȱthisȱyearȱwhatȱisȱeatingȱatȱ
theȱfabricȱofȱtheȱARPC,ȱechoingȱtoȱaȱlargeȱdegreeȱwhatȱwasȱsaidȱbyȱtheȱ
VisionȱCommitteeȱoverȱfiveȱyearsȱago.ȱȱNotȱonlyȱareȱweȱexperiencingȱ
decliningȱmembership,ȱdiminishingȱgiving,ȱandȱdyingȱcongregations,ȱ
but,ȱaccordingȱtoȱwhatȱtheseȱtwoȱcommitteesȱhaveȱreported,ȱapathyȱ
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andȱmediocrityȱcharacterizeȱmuchȱofȱourȱwork,ȱatȱleastȱinȱtheȱsphereȱofȱ
denominationalȱaffairs.ȱComingȱoutȱofȱthisȱisȱwhatȱtheȱSPCȱcalled,ȱ
“blameȬshiftingȱandȱconflictȱforȱcontrol.”ȱ

Suchȱnegativeȱattributesȱareȱprobablyȱnotȱasȱapparentȱtoȱthoseȱ
amongȱusȱwhoȱdoȱnotȱspendȱmuchȱtimeȱinȱdenominationalȱactivities,ȱ
butȱratherȱareȱworkingȱhardȱtoȱserveȱtheirȱlocalȱcongregations.ȱȱNeverȬ
theless,ȱthisȱisȱwhatȱhasȱbeenȱsaidȱbyȱtheȱmembersȱofȱtheseȱtwoȱcomȬ
mittees,ȱwhoȱhaveȱthoughtȱlongȱandȱhardȱaboutȱourȱcondition.ȱȱWhatȱ
underlyingȱproblemsȱareȱresponsibleȱforȱthisȱstateȱofȱaffairs?ȱȱAgain,ȱ
accordingȱtoȱtheseȱcommittees,ȱbiblicalȱilliteracyȱandȱtheologicalȱconȬ
fusionȱareȱcommonplaceȱamongȱus.ȱȱTheyȱtellȱusȱthatȱthisȱhasȱledȱtoȱ
moralȱdecay,ȱlackȱofȱvision,ȱandȱineffectiveȱleadershipȱ–ȱespeciallyȱseenȱ
inȱweakȱpulpitȱministries.ȱȱ

Soȱweȱreadȱinȱtheȱreports.ȱAndȱsoȱIȱhaveȱheardȱinȱmeetingsȱsinceȱ
youȱelectedȱmeȱlastȱyear.ȱ

WhatȱIȱamȱhearingȱtooȱfrequentlyȱisȱalongȱtheȱlinesȱofȱtheȱconflictȱ
forȱcontrolȱthatȱtheȱSPCȱmentionsȱinȱitsȱreport.ȱȱIȱhaveȱheardȱmanyȱ
placingȱtheȱblameȱforȱtheȱconditionȱofȱourȱdenominationȱonȱtheȱmakeȬ
upȱofȱthisȱboardȱorȱthatȱcommittee.ȱȱAndȱnowȱweȱknowȱthatȱaȱconflictȱ
overȱcontrolȱhasȱsoȱimpededȱanȱentireȱpresbyteryȱthatȱtheȱExecutiveȱ
Boardȱhasȱrecommendedȱweȱcutȱtiesȱwithȱit.ȱ

Givenȱthisȱsituation,ȱIȱhaveȱbeenȱaskingȱrepeatedlyȱduringȱtheȱ
pastȱmonths,ȱ“WhyȱaȱSynodȱinȱtheȱfirstȱplace?”ȱȱLikeȱmanyȱofȱyou,ȱIȱ
delightȱinȱtheȱworship,ȱpreachingȱandȱteachingȱofȱmyȱchurch,ȱandȱinȱ
herȱoutreachȱtoȱtheȱcommunityȱandȱherȱcommitmentȱtoȱworldȱmisȬ
sions.ȱIȱamȱexcitedȱbyȱtheȱplantingȱofȱaȱnewȱlocalȱbodyȱofȱChristȱunderȱ
ourȱsponsorshipȱandȱhopeȱweȱwillȱcontinueȱtoȱdoȱthis.ȱIȱhearȱofȱsimilarȱ
satisfactionȱwithȱlocalȱchurchesȱfromȱmanyȱofȱyouȱthroughoutȱourȱ
denomination.ȱȱSo,ȱwhyȱaȱSynodȱinȱtheȱfirstȱplace?ȱȱȱ

WhenȱIȱlookedȱtoȱourȱConfessionȱofȱFaithȱforȱguidance,ȱIȱfoundȱ
thatȱaȱSynodȱisȱforȱtheȱbetterȱgovernmentȱandȱfurtherȱedificationȱofȱtheȱ
Church.ȱȱHowȱdoesȱaȱSynodȱprovideȱforȱbetterȱgovernmentȱandȱfurȬ
therȱedificationȱofȱtheȱChurch?ȱSpecifically,ȱaccordingȱtoȱtheȱConfesȬ
sion,ȱaȱSynodȱisȱformedȱtoȱdetermineȱcontroversiesȱofȱfaithȱandȱcasesȱ
ofȱconscience;ȱtoȱsetȱdownȱrulesȱandȱdirectionsȱforȱtheȱbetterȱorderingȱ
ofȱtheȱpublicȱworshipȱofȱGod;ȱtoȱsetȱdownȱrulesȱandȱdirectionsȱforȱtheȱ
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betterȱgovernmentȱofȱ[the]ȱchurch;ȱandȱtoȱreceiveȱcomplaintsȱinȱcasesȱ
ofȱmaladministration.ȱȱWeȱwillȱfindȱourselvesȱcarryingȱoutȱsuchȱfuncȬ
tionsȱoverȱtheȱnextȱtwoȱdays.ȱȱOurȱFormȱofȱGovernmentȱrevisionȱ
processȱspeaksȱdirectlyȱtoȱSynod’sȱfunctionȱtoȱsetȱdownȱstandardsȱforȱ
theȱbetterȱgovernmentȱofȱtheȱchurch.ȱȱWeȱhaveȱreceivedȱcasesȱofȱalȬ
legedȱmaladministrationȱinȱtheȱformȱofȱcomplaintsȱfiledȱwithȱSynodȱ
thisȱyear.ȱȱȱ

Now,ȱweȱcertainlyȱdealȱeachȱGeneralȱSynodȱwithȱcontroversy.ȱȱ
WhetherȱorȱnotȱitȱinvolvesȱwhatȱtheȱConfessionȱrefersȱtoȱasȱ
“controversiesȱofȱfaith”ȱisȱopenȱtoȱquestion.ȱNevertheless,ȱweȱasȱtheȱ
ChurchȱofȱChristȱmustȱnotȱwasteȱanyȱcontroversy.ȱLetȱusȱmakeȱeachȱ
oneȱcount.ȱHowȱcanȱweȱdoȱthis?ȱByȱlettingȱeachȱcontroversyȱdriveȱusȱ
toȱourȱLordȱforȱresolution;ȱbyȱlettingȱitȱdriveȱusȱtoȱtheȱScripturesȱforȱ
clarity;ȱbyȱlettingȱitȱdriveȱusȱtoȱourȱkneesȱtoȱseekȱforȱtheȱSpirit’sȱinterȬ
vention;ȱandȱbyȱlettingȱitȱdriveȱusȱtoȱseekȱpurityȱwithȱpeaceȱandȱunity.ȱ
God’sȱcallȱtoȱpurityȱandȱhisȱcallȱtoȱstriveȱforȱpeaceȱandȱunityȱareȱnotȱ
antagonistic,ȱbutȱcomplementary.ȱInȱfact,ȱpeaceȱandȱunityȱcanȱonlyȱ
existȱwhereȱthereȱisȱpurity.ȱIȱrecentlyȱreadȱthatȱcontroversiesȱcanȱbeȱaȱ
warningȱtoȱusȱnotȱtoȱsufferȱfromȱdoctrinalȱapathyȱandȱtoȱrememberȱ
theȱnecessityȱofȱhumilityȱwithȱaȱwillingnessȱtoȱaffirmȱthatȱweȱdoȱnotȱ
debateȱfromȱourȱownȱauthority,ȱnorȱforȱourȱownȱsakes,ȱbutȱforȱtruth’sȱ
sake.ȱȱ

WeȱmustȱnotȱbelieveȱthatȱtakingȱaȱstandȱonȱanythingȱisȱinherȬ
entlyȱarrogantȱandȱunloving.ȱȱTheȱmostȱlovingȱthingȱweȱcanȱdoȱforȱaȱ
brotherȱisȱtoȱspeakȱtheȱtruth,ȱnotȱtryȱtoȱavoidȱallȱcontroversy.ȱHowȱweȱ
speakȱisȱimportant.ȱButȱspeakȱtruthȱweȱmust.ȱȱToȱbeȱcomplacentȱaboutȱ
anyȱorȱallȱcontroversyȱisȱtoȱbeȱcomplacentȱaboutȱtruthȱitself.ȱControȬ
versyȱisȱnotȱtheȱproblem.ȱȱAȱLondonȱnewspaperȱonceȱasked,ȱ“What’sȱ
theȱMatterȱwithȱtheȱWorld?”ȱandȱencouragedȱitsȱreadersȱtoȱwriteȱinȱ
withȱtheirȱanswers.ȱAfterȱanȱongoingȱdialogueȱoverȱseveralȱmonths,ȱ
G.ȱK.ȱChestertonȱwroteȱandȱsaid,ȱ“Sirs,ȱyouȱasked,ȱ‘What’sȱtheȱmatterȱ
withȱtheȱworld?’ȱIȱam,ȱSincerelyȱyours,ȱGKC.”ȱTheȱdialogueȱendedȱ
abruptly.ȱSimilarly,ȱcontroversyȱisȱnotȱtheȱproblem.ȱȱWeȱare.ȱIȱam.ȱ

Weȱwillȱspendȱtheȱbulkȱofȱourȱtimeȱoverȱtheȱnextȱtwoȱdaysȱdealingȱ
withȱareasȱthatȱdoȱnotȱfallȱdirectlyȱunderȱtheȱConfession’sȱstatedȱfuncȬ
tionsȱforȱaȱsynod.ȱIȱwonderȱwhyȱweȱspendȱsoȱmuchȱtimeȱonȱwhatȱhasȱ
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littleȱtoȱdoȱwithȱtheȱpurposeȱofȱaȱSynodȱaccordingȱtoȱourȱConfession.ȱȱAtȱ
theȱSynodȱlevel,ȱweȱareȱdoingȱmoreȱthanȱtheȱConfessionȱcallsȱfor.ȱTheȱ
restȱofȱourȱStandardsȱandȱourȱgoverningȱdocumentsȱindeedȱestablishȱ
multipleȱotherȱrolesȱforȱourȱSynod.ȱButȱIȱcannotȱhelpȱbutȱwonderȱifȱthisȱ
expansionȱinȱtheȱSynod’sȱroleȱhasȱnotȱcausedȱusȱtoȱperformȱtheȱconfesȬ
sionallyȬmandatedȱdutiesȱpoorlyȱandȱhasȱledȱtoȱsuchȱaȱburdenȱonȱtheȱ
Synodȱthatȱweȱcannotȱsupportȱeverythingȱweȱareȱtryingȱtoȱdo.ȱȱIȱlisȬ
tenedȱasȱtheȱnominatingȱcommitteeȱstruggledȱtoȱfindȱpeopleȱtoȱserveȱtheȱ
manyȱvacanciesȱonȱboardsȱandȱcommittees.ȱIȱheardȱoneȱagencyȱafterȱ
anotherȱdescribeȱtheirȱdiminishingȱdenominationalȱfunds.ȱȱIȱwonderȱ
howȱmuchȱofȱtheȱdisunityȱinȱourȱdenominationȱhasȱresultedȱfromȱtryingȱ
toȱbeȱtooȱmuchȱandȱdoȱtooȱmuch.ȱIȱwonder.ȱIfȱSynodȱlimitedȱitsȱworkȱtoȱ
establishingȱbetterȱgovernment,ȱdeterminingȱcontroversiesȱofȱfaithȱandȱ
conscience,ȱorderingȱpublicȱworship,ȱandȱreceivingȱcomplaintsȱofȱ
maladministration,ȱIȱwonderȱifȱweȱwouldn’tȱreȬestablishȱtheȱtiesȱthatȱ
bind.ȱIȱwonder.ȱȱIfȱweȱdaredȱtoȱlookȱatȱourȱagencies,ȱboards,ȱcommitteesȱ
–ȱallȱthatȱweȱdoȱ–ȱandȱsoughtȱwhereȱtheyȱfitȱinȱtoȱaȱconfessionallyȬ
craftedȱSynod,ȱwouldȱweȱfindȱaȱplaceȱforȱthemȱall?ȱIȱwonder.ȱMost,ȱifȱ
notȱall,ȱtheȱthingsȱweȱareȱtryingȱtoȱdoȱareȱgoodȱthings.ȱButȱweȱareȱnotȱ
alwaysȱdoingȱthemȱwellȱasȱaȱSynod.ȱIȱwonderȱifȱperhapsȱit’sȱbecauseȱweȱ
oughtȱnotȱtoȱbeȱdoingȱthemȱatȱtheȱSynodȱlevel.ȱIȱwonder.ȱOurȱConfesȬ
sionȱreflectsȱtheȱessentialȱthingsȱforȱourȱdenomination.ȱȱIfȱtheseȱareȱlackȬ
ingȱorȱbeingȱpoorlyȱperformed,ȱthenȱweȱneedȱtoȱputȱourȱfocusȱonȱthem,ȱ
andȱnotȱonȱtheȱlessȱcrucialȱactivitiesȱofȱourȱdenomination.ȱȱAreȱwe,ȱatȱ
theȱdenominationalȱlevel,ȱtryingȱtoȱdoȱwhatȱlocalȱcongregationsȱoughtȱ
toȱdo?ȱ

LocalȱcongregationsȱmustȱsenseȱaȱneedȱforȱtheȱSynodȱtoȱenableȱ
themȱtoȱdoȱtheȱworkȱofȱtheȱkingdom,ȱorȱtoȱdoȱitȱbetter,ȱifȱtheyȱareȱgoingȱ
toȱmoveȱoutȱfromȱtheȱlimitedȱlaborȱofȱlocalȱministryȱwhereinȱtheyȱareȱ
consumedȱwithȱtheirȱlocalȱneedsȱandȱtheȱtyrannyȱofȱtheȱurgentȱatȱhome.ȱȱ
IfȱweȱwantȱtoȱseeȱbetterȱparticipationȱfromȱcongregationsȱinȱdenominaȬ
tionalȱaffairsȱ–ȱincludingȱfundingȱ–ȱthenȱtheȱSynodȱneedsȱtoȱofferȱthemȱ
somethingȱtheyȱneedȱandȱgetȱbeyondȱtheȱdistractionsȱofȱyearsȱgoneȱby.ȱȱ
TheȱchurchesȱmustȱseeȱthatȱallȱweȱdoȱasȱaȱSynodȱisȱnecessary,ȱnotȱjustȱ
traditionȱorȱtheȱwayȱwe’veȱdoneȱit.ȱȱAndȱitȱisȱtheȱessentialsȱthatȱareȱnecȬ
essary.ȱ
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Ourȱdecadeȱthemeȱgivesȱusȱaȱplaceȱtoȱstartȱwhenȱidentifyingȱwhatȱ
weȱreallyȱneedȱtoȱbeȱdoing:ȱTheȱARPCȱEssentialsȱ–ȱWhatȱMakesȱUsȱ
WhoȱWeȱAre?ȱAsȱweȱseekȱtoȱanswerȱthisȱquestion,ȱletȱusȱconsiderȱitȱ
withinȱtheȱcontextȱofȱourȱConfession’sȱteachingȱonȱtheȱpurposeȱofȱaȱ
Synod.ȱȱIfȱwhatȱmakesȱusȱwhoȱweȱareȱisȱnotȱaccordingȱtoȱthat,ȱthenȱletȱ
usȱaskȱifȱwhatȱweȱareȱisȱwhatȱweȱoughtȱtoȱbe.ȱȱ

WeȱenteredȱtheȱdecadeȱwithȱaȱmultiȬyearȱfocusȱonȱtheȱWordȱofȱ
God,ȱwrappingȱitȱupȱinȱ2010ȱwithȱModeratorȱSteveȱMaye’sȱtheme,ȱtheȱ
SpiritȬIlluminedȱWord.ȱȱThisȱpastȱyearȱweȱhaveȱthoughtȱaboutȱtheȱfreeȱ
offerȱofȱtheȱGospel.ȱȱTheȱWordȱandȱtheȱfreeȱofferȱofȱtheȱGospelȱareȱpartȱ
ofȱourȱlegacyȱinȱtheȱARPC.ȱȱTheȱobviousȱthemeȱforȱtheȱSynodȱthisȱ
comingȱyearȱwouldȱbeȱtheȱlordshipȱofȱJesusȱChrist,ȱanotherȱoneȱofȱourȱ
historicalȱemphases.ȱȱAndȱsoȱitȱwillȱbe.ȱȱThereȱisȱnoȱotherȱheadȱofȱtheȱ
churchȱbutȱtheȱLordȱJesusȱChrist.ȱȱAndȱweȱhaveȱnoȱhigherȱcallingȱthanȱ
toȱknowȱhimȱasȱLordȱandȱtoȱmakeȱhimȱknownȱasȱLord.ȱ

Iȱhearȱrepeatedlyȱthatȱourȱdenominationȱneedsȱtransformation.ȱȱ
Forȱitȱtoȱbeȱtransformed,ȱweȱwhoȱareȱtheȱSynodȱmustȱbeȱtransformedȱ
individuallyȱandȱonlyȱthenȱmightȱweȱbeȱtransformedȱasȱaȱdenominaȬ
tionȱcorporately.ȱȱTakingȱtheȱleadȱfromȱbrotherȱCurtȱYoung’sȱadvice,ȱ
ourȱPreȬSynodȱConferenceȱlookedȱatȱhowȱweȱmightȱbeȱtransformedȱ
throughȱaȱbetterȱunderstandingȱofȱtheȱlordshipȱofȱJesusȱChrist,ȱappliedȱ
inȱourȱlives.ȱȱInȱtheȱinitialȱpresentation,ȱDr.ȱYoungȱlaidȱoutȱthatȱtoȱbeȱ
transformedȱindividually,ȱweȱmustȱliveȱwithȱaȱproperȱregardȱforȱtheȱ
majestyȱofȱtheȱLordȱJesus.ȱȱOurȱPCAȱbrother,ȱDr.ȱRickȱPhillips,ȱ
showedȱusȱthatȱifȱweȱwouldȱseeȱtheȱChurchȱtransformed,ȱitȱwillȱcomeȱ
throughȱexpositoryȱpreachingȱasȱanȱexpressionȱofȱtheȱlordshipȱofȱJesusȱ
Christ,ȱrecognizingȱthatȱitȱisȱhisȱWordȱthatȱcanȱtransformȱus.ȱȱBrotherȱ
DavidȱVanceȱexplainedȱthatȱifȱweȱwouldȱbeȱtransformedȱandȱalwaysȱ
transforming,ȱweȱoughtȱtoȱlookȱtoȱtheȱbiblicalȱandȱhistoricalȱoriginsȱofȱ
theȱsignificanceȱofȱtheȱdoctrineȱofȱlordshipȱandȱseekȱtoȱbeȱfaithfulȱtoȱtheȱ
Wordȱandȱourȱlordshipȱtraditionȱasȱitȱappliesȱtoȱourȱcivil,ȱecclesiastiȬ
calȱandȱfamilyȱlives.ȱȱFinally,ȱFrankȱvanȱDalenȱexcitedȱusȱtoȱseeȱthatȱifȱ
weȱtrulyȱwantȱtoȱseeȱtransformationȱofȱtheȱwholeȱworld,ȱweȱshouldȱ
recognizeȱtheȱlordshipȱofȱJesusȱChristȱoverȱallȱtheȱnations,ȱclaimingȱ
theȱwholeȱworldȱasȱourȱinheritance,ȱandȱseekȱtoȱcallȱhisȱelectȱthroughȬ
outȱtheȱworldȱasȱweȱareȱgoingȱintoȱallȱnationsȱmakingȱdisciples.ȱ
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TheseȱtransformationalȱtasksȱareȱessentiallyȱindividualȱandȱconȬ
gregationalȱresponsibilities,ȱnotȱSynodȱtasks.ȱTheȱSynodȱcanȱonlyȱ
facilitateȱandȱencourageȱthemȱbyȱpromotingȱbetterȱchurchȱgovernmentȱ
andȱdiscipline,ȱsettlingȱcontroversiesȱofȱfaithȱandȱconscience,ȱandȱproȬ
motingȱandȱorderingȱtheȱpublicȱworshipȱofȱGod.ȱȱWhereȱweȱareȱdoingȱ
thingsȱandȱfinancingȱactivitiesȱthatȱareȱnotȱaȱpartȱofȱtheseȱSynodȬ
specificȱresponsibilities,ȱperhapsȱweȱneedȱtoȱreȬthinkȱourȱroleȱasȱaȱ
Synod.ȱ

Afterȱlastȱyear’sȱstatisticalȱreviewȱandȱthisȱyear’sȱreportȱofȱtheȱ
SPC,ȱisȱthereȱnoȱgoodȱnews?ȱRecently,ȱaȱfriendȱandȱbrother,ȱwhoȱisȱaȱ
memberȱofȱthisȱcourt,ȱgaveȱmeȱaȱcopyȱofȱProfessorȱDouglasȱKelly’sȱ
book,ȱNewȱLifeȱinȱtheȱWasteland.ȱȱItȱisȱaȱcompilationȱofȱmessagesȱ
basedȱonȱ2ȱCorinthiansȱthatȱheȱgaveȱthroughoutȱScotlandȱunderȱtheȱ
sponsorshipȱofȱRutherfordȱHouse.ȱInȱit,ȱKellyȱremindsȱusȱthatȱweȱ
“cannotȱalwaysȱjudgeȱbyȱtheȱsuperficialȱappearanceȱofȱtheȱchurch,ȱ
becauseȱhistoricallyȱandȱtheologicallyȱitȱisȱsoȱoftenȱtrueȱthatȱGodȱisȱ
doingȱtheȱmostȱwhenȱthingsȱlookȱtheȱveryȱworstȱ.ȱ.ȱ.ȱȱOftenȱwhenȱtheȱ
churchȱseemsȱburiedȱandȱthingsȱseemȱmostȱdiscouraging,ȱGodȱisȱ
workingȱprofoundlyȱbeneathȱtheȱsurface.”ȱ

Fathersȱandȱbrothers,ȱwhatȱisȱGodȱdoingȱtoȱfurtherȱhisȱgraceȱ
amongȱusȱsoȱthatȱheȱcanȱworkȱhisȱgraceȱthroughȱus?ȱLetȱusȱnotȱjustȱ
lookȱatȱtheȱexternalsȱ–ȱtheȱstatistics,ȱtheȱreports,ȱtheȱsoȬcalledȱstrugȬ
glesȱforȱcontrolȱandȱblameȬshifting.ȱȱRather,ȱletȱusȱcallȱuponȱourȱSovȬ
ereignȱGodȱunderȱwhoseȱlordshipȱweȱstandȱandȱserve.ȱLetȱusȱlookȱforȱ
hisȱhiddenȱpatternȱofȱprovidenceȱthatȱworksȱallȱthingsȱ–ȱyes,ȱevenȱ
GeneralȱSynodȱmeetingsȱ–ȱafterȱtheȱcounselȱofȱhisȱwill.ȱȱOurȱupsȱandȱ
downsȱareȱinȱreality,ȱaccordingȱtoȱProfessorȱKelly,ȱGod’sȱsovereignȱ
forwardȱmovementȱtoȱhisȱgoal.ȱAndȱIȱamȱconvincedȱthatȱheȱwhoȱbeganȱ
aȱgoodȱworkȱinȱusȱwillȱperfectȱitȱasȱweȱapproachȱtheȱdayȱofȱChristȱJeȬ
sus.ȱ

WhatȱwouldȱaȱbiblicallyȱandȱconfessionallyȬcenteredȱSynodȱlookȱ
like?ȱInȱorderȱtoȱcarryȱoutȱtheȱfunctionsȱenumeratedȱbyȱourȱConfesȬ
sion,ȱweȱneedȱtoȱbeȱaȱfellowshipȱofȱtheȱministersȱandȱeldersȱofȱourȱ
churchesȱwhoȱcareȱdeeplyȱaboutȱexcellenceȱinȱfaithfulȱministryȱtoȱtheȱ
Lord.ȱWeȱneedȱtoȱlookȱforwardȱtoȱourȱgatheringsȱ–ȱatȱbothȱPresbyteryȱ
andȱSynodȱlevelsȱ–ȱasȱopportunitiesȱforȱsoulȬfeedingsȱandȱnotȱgamesȬ



 MINUTESȱOFȱSYNOD 459ȱ 

 

manship.ȱWeȱneedȱtoȱreturnȱtoȱbiblicalȱdisciplineȱthatȱisȱbothȱtimelyȱ
andȱfocusedȱonȱrepentanceȱandȱreconciliation,ȱnotȱpunishmentȱandȱ
isolation.ȱWeȱneedȱtheȱstrongȱpulpitsȱthatȱcharacterizedȱtheȱtimesȱofȱ
RobertȱMurrayȱMcCheyne;ȱpulpitsȱthatȱpreachȱtheȱWordȱbothȱbyȱ
mouthȱandȱbyȱmannerȱofȱliving.ȱȱLetȱusȱheedȱMcCheyne’sȱinstructionȱ
thatȱweȱpray,ȱ“Lord,ȱdoȱinȱmeȱfirstȱwhatȱIȱamȱaskingȱyouȱtoȱdoȱinȱthisȱ
congregation.ȱApplyȱtheȱpreachingȱtoȱmyȱlifeȱthatȱIȱamȱseekingȱtoȱhaveȱ
appliedȱtoȱthisȱpeopleȱwhomȱyouȱhaveȱgivenȱme.”ȱThatȱisȱmyȱprayerȱ
forȱmyȱserviceȱtoȱyou.ȱȱ

EverythingȱunderȱtheȱlordshipȱofȱJesusȱChrist.ȱThisȱisȱnotȱjustȱaȱ
slogan;ȱitȱisȱaȱreality.ȱHeȱisȱLord!ȱWeȱneedȱnotȱtryȱtoȱdetermineȱhowȱ
toȱputȱeverythingȱunderȱhisȱlordship;ȱeverythingȱisȱunderȱtheȱlordshipȱ
ofȱJesusȱChrist.ȱWillȱIȱrecognizeȱhisȱlordshipȱinȱmyȱserviceȱtoȱhisȱkingȬ
domȱasȱitȱisȱembodiedȱinȱtheȱARPC?ȱIȱprayȱIȱwill.ȱ

HeavenlyȱFather,ȱpromoteȱtheȱpurity,ȱpeaceȱandȱprosperityȱofȱ
yourȱchurchȱasȱitȱisȱembodiedȱinȱtheȱARPC,ȱIȱpray.ȱȱAndȱguideȱourȱ
deliberationsȱoverȱtheȱnextȱtwoȱdaysȱduringȱthisȱ208thȱannualȱmeetingȱ
ofȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱofȱtheȱARPC,ȱIȱaskȱinȱJesus’ȱname,ȱAmen.ȱ
ȱ

ModeratorȱSuitsȱintroducedȱtheȱViceȱModerator,ȱKennethȱJ.ȱ
McMullen,ȱtoȱtheȱSynod.ȱ

ViceȱModeratorȱMcMullenȱpresentedȱtheȱprogramȱforȱtheȱ
2012ȱAnnualȱMeetingȱofȱtheȱGeneralȱSynod.ȱTheȱprogramȱwasȱ
adopted.ȱȱ

ModeratorȱSuitsȱmadeȱhisȱappointmentsȱtoȱtheȱModerator’sȱ
Committees.ȱAȱmotionȱcarriedȱthatȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱapproveȱ
theȱModerator’sȱCommitteeȱappointments.ȱȱ

TheȱModeratorȱdeterminedȱthatȱtheȱComplaintsȱwhichȱhadȱ
beenȱreceivedȱbyȱtheȱSynodȱwouldȱbeȱreferredȱtoȱaȱspecialȱcomȬ
mitteeȱwhichȱheȱthenȱappointed.ȱȱ

MemorialsȱfromȱtheȱpresbyteriesȱwereȱreferredȱtoȱtheȱModȬ
eratorȇsȱCommitteeȱonȱMemorials.ȱ

ModeratorȱSuitsȱintroducedȱhisȱwifeȱtoȱtheȱSynod.ȱȱViceȱ
ModeratorȱMcMullenȱintroducedȱhisȱfamilyȱtoȱtheȱSynod.ȱ

ViceȱModeratorȱMcMullenȱexpressedȱtheȱthanksȱofȱtheȱ
SynodȱtoȱallȱthoseȱwhoȱmakeȱtheȱSynodȱfunctionȱsoȱwell.ȱ
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Newȱministersȱwhoȱhaveȱbeenȱreceivedȱorȱordainedȱsinceȱ
theȱ2011ȱmeetingȱofȱGeneralȱSynodȱintroducedȱthemselvesȱtoȱ
theȱSynod.ȱ

RepresentativesȱofȱOtherȱNewȱMissionsȱ/ȱCongregationsȱ
whichȱhaveȱjoinedȱtheȱARPCȱfamilyȱsinceȱtheȱ2011ȱmeetingȱofȱ
GeneralȱSynodȱintroducedȱthemselvesȱtoȱtheȱSynod.ȱȱ

SeminaryȱandȱSpecialȱStudentsȱunderȱtheȱcareȱofȱaȱpresbyȬ
teryȱintroducedȱthemselvesȱtoȱtheȱSynod.ȱȱȱȱ

GuyȱSmithȱpresidedȱoverȱSynodȇsȱrecognitionȱofȱRetiredȱ
Ministers,ȱNonȬOrdainedȱEmployeesȱandȱMissionaries.ȱȱ

TheȱreportȱofȱtheȱPresbyterianȱandȱReformedȱCommissionȱ
onȱChaplainsȱandȱMilitaryȱPersonnelȱ(PRCC),ȱformerlyȱknownȱ
asȱPresbyterianȱandȱReformedȱJointȱCommissionȱ(PRJC)ȱwasȱ
presentedȱbyȱDougȱLee.ȱ

Followingȱannouncements,ȱGeneralȱSynodȱrecessedȱforȱtheȱ
morningȱbreak.ȱ

AfterȱSynodȱreturnedȱfromȱtheȱbreak,ȱanȱannouncementȱ
withȱregardȱtoȱKoreanȱtranslationȱofȱtheȱproceedingsȱwasȱmade.ȱ

AnȱoralȱreportȱofȱtheȱCommitteeȱonȱMinisterȱandȱHisȱ
Workȱwasȱpresented.ȱ

ȱ
COMMITTEEȱONȱMINISTERȱANDȱHISȱWORKȱ

ȱ
FathersȱandȱBrothers,ȱ
ThereȱhasȱnotȱbeenȱsufficientȱbusinessȱbroughtȱtoȱtheȱCommitteeȱ

onȱMinisterȱandȱHisȱWorkȱfromȱtheȱpresbyteriesȱtoȱwarrantȱaȱmeetingȱ
sinceȱtheȱlastȱmeetingȱofȱGeneralȱSynod.ȱ

TheȱCommitteeȱnotesȱthatȱtheȱtransitionȱfromȱtheȱPCCMPȱtoȱtheȱ
PRCCȱwasȱaccomplishedȱonȱschedule.ȱȱȱ

ȱ
OfficersȱforȱCommitteeȱonȱMinisterȱandȱHisȱWorkȱforȱ2013ȱwillȱbe:ȱ
Chairman:ȱȱDavidȱLautenȱ
ViceȬChairman:ȱ
Secretary:ȱ
ȱ
TheȱCommitteeȱrecommendsȱtheȱfollowingȱpeopleȱtoȱserveȱasȱrepȬ

resentativesȱtoȱtheȱPRCC:ȱ
1.ȱȱR.J.ȱGoreȱ
2.ȱȱMikeȱYarmanȱ
3.ȱȱDavidȱLautenȱ
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AȱpresentationȱonȱtheȱDenominationalȱMinistryȱFundȱwasȱ
madeȱbyȱPaulȱBell.ȱTheȱincomingȱchairmanȱofȱtheȱBoardȱofȱ
Stewardship,ȱDavidȱSides,ȱaddressedȱtheȱSynodȱonȱbehalfȱofȱ
theȱFund.ȱȱ

BeforeȱpresentingȱtheȱRecommendedȱ2012ȱAllocationȱofȱ
SynodȇsȱUnrestrictedȱFunds,ȱBarryȱDagenhartȱaddressedȱtheȱ
Synodȱonȱtheȱsubjectȱofȱgiving.ȱTheȱallocationȱwasȱadopted.ȱȱ

ȱ

Stewardship Committee
2013 Denominational Ministries Allocations

Amounts shown in $000 (thousands)

2012 
Approved 
Allocation

2013 
Request

 2013 
Recommended 

2013 Allocation 
Percentage

Boards and Agencies
Central Services 284$       289$     289$               11.0%
Benefits (covers board expenses) 7 7 7 0.3%
ARP Center Facility 15 19 15 0.6%
Executive Board and Contingency (2) 155 188 174 6.7%
The ARP 103 108 106 4.1%
Stewardship/Foundation 10 65 65 2.5%
Commission & Committees
  Inter-Church Relations 10 6 6 0.2%
  Lay Ministry 18 18 5 0.2%
  Worship 19 17 17 0.7%
  Other Committees (1) 24 24 23 0.9%

Sub-Total for Non-Program 644$       740$     706$               27.0%

Bonclarken 120$       118$     115.082$         4.4%
Christian Education Ministries 212 201 204 7.8%
Erskine 449 518 431 16.5%
ARP Student Union 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.0%
Outreach North America 602 572 578 22.1%
World Witness 602 573 578 22.1%
Program Sub-Total 1,984$    1,983$   1,907$            73.0%

TOTALS 2,629$    2,723$   2,613$            100.0%

(1) - Other Committees include: Ecclesiastical, Investment, Minister & His Work, Nominations, Theological & Social,

        Form of Government, Strategic Planning
(2) - Included in the Executive Board is funding for the Erskine College Minister of $79k in 2012 and $82k in 2013

Gifts sent directly to agencies and those made to the Thanksgiving and 
Easter Offerings are not part of the Denominational Ministry Fund.
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Mr.ȱDagenhartȱalsoȱintroducedȱMr.ȱStevenȱNichols,ȱwhomȱ
theȱARPȱFoundationȱhasȱhiredȱasȱDirectorȱofȱGiftȱPlanning.ȱ

TomȱPattersonȱpresentedȱtheȱreportȱofȱtheȱSpecialȱCommitȬ
teeȱonȱMultiȬCulturalȱMinistries.ȱTheȱreportȱwasȱadopted.ȱ

ȱ
REPORTȱFROMȱTHEȱSPECIALȱCOMMITTEEȱȱ
ONȱMULTIȬCULTURALȱMINISTRIESȱ ȱ

ȱ
OurȱdenominationȱisȱcomposedȱofȱmanyȱmultiȬculturalȱcongregaȬ

tions.ȱ ȱThereȱareȱChinese,ȱHispanic,ȱHungarian,ȱ Iranian,ȱKorean,ȱandȱ
Swahiliȱ churchesȱ onȱ theȱ rollsȱ ofȱ ourȱpresbyteries.ȱ ȱEveryȱpresbyteryȱ
withȱtheȱexceptionȱofȱVirginiaȱPresbyteryȱisȱinvolvedȱinȱmultiȬculturalȱ
ministry.ȱ

Lastȱyear,ȱSynodȱ approvedȱ theȱ followingȱ recommendationȱ fromȱ
OutreachȱNorthȱAmerica:ȱ
1.ȱȱȱȱThatȱSynodȱaffirmȱONA’sȱguidelineȱconcerningȱethnicȱchurchȱ

planting:ȱȱweȱpreferȱtoȱfundȱnewȱethnicȱchurchȱplantsȱthatȱhaveȱ
plansȱfor,ȱorȱareȱinȱtheȱprocessȱof,ȱmakingȱaȱsignificantȱimpactȱ
withȱtheȱnextȱgeneration.ȱȱȱ

2.ȱȱȱȱThatȱSynodȱauthorizeȱhavingȱtheȱrevisedȱFormȱofȱGovernmentȱtransȬ
latedȱintoȱKoreanȱandȱSpanishȱonceȱtheȱrevisedȱFormȱofȱGovernȬ
mentȱisȱapprovedȱbyȱSynod,ȱandȱthatȱtheȱSynodȱauthorizeȱtheȱExȬ
ecutiveȱBoardȱofȱSynodȱtoȱhaveȱtheȱrevisedȱFormȱofȱGovernmentȱ
translatedȱintoȱotherȱlanguagesȱasȱtheȱExecutiveȱBoardȱdeterminesȱ
thereȱisȱaȱneed.ȱ

3.ȱȱȱȱThatȱSynodȱremindȱmultiȬculturalȱministersȱandȱsessionsȱofȱtheirȱ
responsibilityȱtoȱparticipateȱinȱPresbyteryȱandȱSynod.ȱ

4.ȱȱȱȱThatȱSynodȱencourageȱpresbyteriesȱtoȱassignȱaȱmentor/translatorȱ
forȱministersȱofȱdifferentȱethnicityȱcomingȱintoȱtheȱpresbyȬ
tery.ȱȱTheȱmentor/translatorȱwillȱhelpȱtheȱnewȱministerȱunderȬ
standȱtheȱARPȱcultureȱandȱARPȱFormȱofȱGovernment.ȱ

5.ȱȱȱȱȱThatȱSynodȱauthorizeȱaȱtrainingȱtimeȱforȱministersȱandȱeldersȱofȱ
differentȱethnicityȱduringȱtheȱPreȬȱorȱPostȬSynodȱtimeȱperiodȱeachȱ
year;ȱthisȱtrainingȱtoȱbeȱcoordinatedȱbyȱCentralȱServices.ȱȱ ȱ
ȱ
Asȱ followȬupȱ toȱ theseȱ recommendations,ȱ thereȱ isȱaȱmoreȱcoordiȬ

natedȱ effortȱ toȱ reachȱ outȱ toȱ andȱ includeȱ theȱmultiȬculturalȱministersȱ
andȱcongregationsȱinȱtheȱoverallȱministryȱofȱtheȱchurch.ȱȱȱ

Otherȱtopicsȱthatȱneedȱaddressingȱinclude:ȱ
ȱ
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ConstitutingȱaȱSessionȱ
MakingȱoutȱaȱCallȱtoȱaȱPastorȱ

DenominationalȱMinistryȱGivingȱ
GivingȱtoȱForeignȱMissions/Missionariesȱ

ServingȱOn/AttendingȱSynodȱBoardsȱ&ȱCommitteeȱMeetingsȱ
ȱ
Notȱallȱofȱtheseȱneedsȱcanȱbeȱmetȱatȱoneȱtime.ȱ ȱTheȱteachingȱandȱ

trainingȱaspectȱofȱmultiȬculturalȱministryȱhasȱtoȱbeȱongoingȱandȱmanyȱ
timesȱitȱwillȱinvolveȱgoingȱoverȱtheȱsameȱmaterialȱmoreȱthanȱoneȱtime.ȱȱ
Anotherȱ considerationȱ isȱ offeringȱ thisȱ trainingȱ toȱ ourȱmultiȬculturalȱ
brethrenȱatȱtheirȱlocation.ȱȱItȱwouldȱbeȱmoreȱcostȱefficientȱtoȱsendȱoneȱ
manȱ toȱ themȱasȱopposedȱ toȱhavingȱallȱofȱ themȱcomeȱ toȱGreenvilleȱorȱ
someȱotherȱEastȱCoastȱlocation.ȱ

NewsȱfromȱMultiȬCulturalȱMinistries:ȱ
Bonclarkenȱ willȱ makeȱ spaceȱ availableȱ toȱ theȱ Koreanȱ pastorsȱȱ

attendingȱ Synodȱ forȱ anȱ earlyȱ morningȱ prayerȱ serviceȱ andȱ forȱ lateȱȱ
eveningȱworshipȱservices.ȱȱChristianȱEducationȱMinistriesȱisȱofferingȱaȱ
PreȬSynodȱSeminarȱonȱTrainingȱforȱEldersȱandȱDeacons.ȱȱȱ

Lastȱyear,ȱDr.ȱSukȱHoȱMoon,ȱseniorȱpastorȱofȱtheȱHyoȱShinȱKoreanȱ
ARPȱChurch,ȱFlushing,ȱNY,ȱwroteȱanȱarticleȱforȱtheȱARPȱMagazine.ȱȱItȱ
wasȱwellȱ receivedȱ byȱ theȱKoreanȱ community.ȱ ȱDr.ȱMoon’sȱ scheduleȱ
didȱnotȱpermitȱhimȱtoȱwriteȱanȱarticleȱforȱeveryȱissueȱofȱtheȱmagazine.ȱȱ
TheȱRev.ȱ JohnȱKimȱ isȱgoingȱ toȱ recruitȱKoreanȱpastorsȱ toȱwriteȱ theseȱ
articlesȱ andȱ provideȱ thisȱ asȱ aȱ regularȱ featureȱ inȱ theȱmagazineȱ eachȱ
month.ȱ

Weȱwereȱ privilegedȱ toȱ haveȱmissionaryȱ Tatȱ Stewartȱ attendȱ ourȱ
recentȱcommitteeȱmeeting.ȱȱHeȱbroughtȱusȱaȱfreshȱreportȱonȱtheȱIranianȱ
Ministry.ȱȱHeȱsharedȱwithȱusȱthatȱthereȱareȱoverȱ2ȱmillionȱIraniansȱlivȬ
ingȱ inȱ theȱUnitedȱStatesȱandȱCanada.ȱ ȱManyȱofȱ themȱareȱChristians.ȱȱ
TatȱworksȱwithȱaȱgroupȱofȱIranianȱpastorsȱandȱchurchesȱwhoȱwantȱtoȱ
beȱaȱpresbytery.ȱȱTheyȱalsoȱwantȱtoȱbeȱPresbyterian.ȱȱTheyȱhaveȱassociȬ
atedȱthemselvesȱintoȱaȱfellowshipȱwhichȱisȱactuallyȱcalledȱaȱPresbytery.ȱȱ
ThereȱisȱprobablyȱasȱmuchȱministryȱgoingȱonȱtoȱtheȱIraniansȱinȱNorthȱ
Americaȱ throughȱ theȱARPȱChurchȱ thanȱ anyȱ otherȱ denominationȱ orȱ
group.ȱ ȱ Thereȱ isȱ aȱ significantȱ opportunityȱ forȱ ourȱ denominationȱ toȱ
haveȱaȱgreatȱ impactȱonȱ Iraniansȱatȱhomeȱandȱabroad.ȱ ȱ Itȱ isȱ reportedȱ
thatȱmanyȱIranianȱChristiansȱareȱfleeingȱIran.ȱȱOurȱWorldȱWitnessȱmisȬ
sionariesȱ haveȱ indicatedȱ theȱ presenceȱ ofȱ Iranianȱ Christiansȱ inȱ theirȱ
fieldsȱofȱservice.ȱ

Theȱ Koreanȱ Bethelȱ ARPȱ Churchȱ inȱ Fayetteville,ȱNC,ȱ isȱ havingȱ
greatȱ successȱ atȱ impactingȱ theȱ secondȱ generationȱ ofȱKoreans.ȱ ȱMostȱ
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Koreanȱchurchesȱhaveȱthisȱasȱaȱgoalȱ–ȱtoȱreachȱtheȱsecondȱgenerationȱȬȬȱ
butȱtheȱmajorityȱofȱthemȱdon’tȱhaveȱtheȱfinancialȱresourcesȱtoȱaccomȬ
plishȱtheȱgoal.ȱȱKoreanȱBethelȱhasȱanȱordainedȱARPȱministerȱworkingȱ
withȱ theirȱ youngȱpeopleȱ andȱAmericansȱ inȱ theȱ congregation.ȱ ȱTheirȱ
buildingȱhasȱbeenȱrenovated,ȱandȱaȱlargeȱchapelȱhasȱbeenȱconstructed.ȱȱ
Anȱ EnglishȬspeakingȱ serviceȱ isȱ conductedȱ eachȱ Lord’sȱDay.ȱ ȱAttenȬ
danceȱatȱtheȱEnglishȱServiceȱisȱrunningȱbetweenȱ40Ȭ50ȱpeople.ȱȱSomeȱofȱ
theseȱareȱAmericansȱwhoȱhaveȱKoreanȱspouses.ȱȱOthersȱareȱtheȱsecondȱ
generationȱyoungȱadultsȱandȱtheȱchildrenȱofȱtheȱcongregation.ȱȱWeȱareȱ
encouragingȱotherȱKoreanȱcongregationsȱtoȱbeginȱsuchȱministries.ȱ

Dr.ȱ C.ȱ K.ȱ Rhee,ȱ aȱ Koreanȱ pastor,ȱwasȱ electedȱ asȱModeratorȱ ofȱ
NortheastȱPresbytery.ȱ

ThereȱisȱaȱrealizationȱamongȱsomeȱofȱtheȱpastorsȱofȱPacificȱPresbyȬ
teryȱthatȱtheyȱneedȱtoȱbeȱmoreȱparticipatoryȱinȱtheȱaffairsȱofȱtheȱGenȬ
eralȱSynod.ȱ ȱTheyȱareȱcommittingȱ themselvesȱ toȱreceivingȱ trainingȱ toȱ
helpȱ themȱ betterȱ understandȱ howȱ toȱ cooperateȱ effectivelyȱ andȱ beȱ aȱ
partȱofȱtheȱARPȱChurch.ȱWeȱareȱgratefulȱtoȱtheȱOfficeȱofȱChristianȱEduȬ
cationȱMinistriesȱwhoȱ seesȱ theȱneedȱandȱhasȱ steppedȱupȱ toȱofferȱ theȱ
training.ȱOverȱ theȱpastȱ fewȱmonths,ȱ theȱpresbyteryȱhasȱ sentȱaȱ repreȬ
sentativeȱ toȱsomeȱofȱ theȱBoard/Committeeȱmeetings.ȱ ȱThisȱ isȱ theȱ firstȱ
timeȱinȱyearsȱtheyȱhaveȱbeenȱrepresentedȱatȱanyȱmeeting.ȱȱTheyȱplanȱtoȱ
increaseȱtheirȱparticipationȱthisȱyear.ȱ

ConcerningȱtheȱmatterȱofȱtranslatingȱdocumentsȱintoȱKorean,ȱJohnȱ
Kimȱindicatesȱthatȱweȱhaveȱmenȱwithinȱourȱranksȱwhoȱareȱcapableȱofȱ
providingȱaccurateȱtranslationsȱfromȱKoreanȱtoȱEnglishȱandȱfromȱEngȬ
lishȱ toȱKorean.ȱ ȱNoȱoneȱpersonȱcanȱundertakeȱ translatingȱeverything,ȱ
butȱwhenȱthereȱisȱaȱneedȱweȱcanȱfindȱsomeoneȱtoȱdoȱtheȱtranslatingȱforȱ
us.ȱ ȱThereȱwouldȱbeȱ littleȱorȱnoȱ costȱ associatedȱwithȱ thisȱ assistance.ȱȱ
TheȱRev.ȱJeffȱLui,ȱtheȱChineseȱpastorȱinȱFlorida,ȱisȱalreadyȱworkingȱonȱ
translatingȱtheȱFormȱofȱGovernmentȱintoȱtheȱChineseȱlanguage.ȱ

TheȱCanadianȱPresbyteryȱhasȱ reportedȱ contactȱwithȱ aȱ coupleȱ ofȱ
Koreanȱcongregationsȱinȱitsȱbounds.ȱ

TheȱKoreanȱministersȱ andȱ studentsȱ inȱ Firstȱ Presbyteryȱ areȱ nowȱ
meetingȱ togetherȱ overȱ lunchȱduringȱ theȱ statedȱ presbyteryȱmeetings.ȱȱȱ
Thisȱisȱfillingȱaȱneedȱtheyȱhaveȱforȱfellowshipȱwithȱoneȱanother.ȱ

ChristianȱEducationȱMinistriesȱ isȱstillȱexploringȱ theȱpossibilityȱofȱ
offeringȱ aȱKoreanȱ youthȱ retreat.ȱ ȱ Youȱwillȱ rememberȱ aȱ retreatȱwasȱ
plannedȱ Januaryȱ aȱ yearȱ ago,ȱ butȱ itȱ hadȱ toȱ beȱ cancelledȱ dueȱ toȱ theȱ
weather.ȱ ȱTheȱKoreanȱpastorsȱ tellȱusȱ thatȱ separateȱKoreanȱyouthȱ reȬ
treatsȱareȱneeded.ȱȱCurrentlyȱtheȱKoreanȱyouthȱattendȱretreatsȱthatȱareȱ
sponsoredȱ byȱ Koreansȱ fromȱ allȱ backgroundsȱ andȱ denominations.ȱȱ
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Thereȱ isȱ aȱneedȱ forȱ theseȱgatheringsȱ toȱ comeȱ fromȱ aȱmoreȱ reformedȱ
perspective.ȱ ȱAtȱ theȱpresentȱ time,ȱ thereȱ isȱ littleȱorȱnoȱparticipationȱofȱ
Koreanȱyouthȱinȱourȱretreatȱministry.ȱ

Weȱ haveȱ spokenȱwithȱARPȱWomen’sȱMinistriesȱ representativesȱ
concerningȱtheȱdrawingȱofȱtheȱKoreanȱ ladiesȱ intoȱtheȱwomen’sȱwork.ȱȱ
TheȱKoreansȱhaveȱ indicatedȱ thatȱ suchȱ issuesȱ asȱworkȱ schedulesȱ andȱ
languageȱbarriersȱkeepȱ theȱKoreanȱwomenȱ fromȱparticipatingȱ inȱ theȱ
women’sȱministry.ȱ ȱ Theȱ suggestionȱ isȱmadeȱ toȱ haveȱ representativesȱ
fromȱARPȱWomen’sȱMinistriesȱcomeȱtoȱaȱclusterȱgatheringȱofȱtheȱKoȬ
reanȱwomenȱtoȱenableȱthemȱtoȱgetȱinvolvedȱinȱwomen’sȱministriesȱonȱ
theȱlocal,ȱPresbyterial,ȱandȱSynodȱlevels.ȱ

IfȱthereȱisȱaȱconcentrationȱofȱaȱparticularȱmultiȬculturalȱgroupȱinȱaȱ
presbytery,ȱ itȱmayȱbeȱhelpfulȱtoȱ includeȱsomeoneȱfromȱthatȱgroupȱonȱ
theȱMinisterȱ&ȱHisȱWorkȱCommitteeȱandȱtheȱCandidatesȱ&ȱExaminaȬ
tionsȱCommittee.ȱ ȱ FirstȱPresbyteryȱ andȱNortheastȱ Presbyteryȱ areȱ alȬ
readyȱdoingȱthat,ȱandȱtheyȱfindȱitȱhelpsȱwithȱcommunications.ȱ

WaysȱYouȱCanȱHelp:ȱ
EnglishȬspeakingȱcongregationsȱcanȱhaveȱaȱgreatȱimpactȱonȱdevelȬ

opingȱ relationshipsȱ withȱ multiȬculturalȱ congregationsȱ andȱ people.ȱȱ
Beingȱwillingȱtoȱopenȱourȱbuildingsȱtoȱtheseȱcongregationsȱandȱgroupsȱ
providesȱnewȱavenuesȱforȱministriesȱtoȱandȱwithȱtheseȱvariousȱgroups.ȱȱȱ

OneȱofȱtheȱpressingȱneedsȱinȱeveryȱmultiȬculturalȱcongregationȱisȱ
thatȱofȱhavingȱEnglishȬspeakingȱvolunteersȱtoȱworkȱprimarilyȱwithȱtheȱ
children,ȱbutȱalsoȱwithȱtheȱadults.ȱȱThisȱdoesȱnotȱmeanȱtheȱvolunteersȱ
willȱ leaveȱ theirȱ ownȱ churchȱ toȱ attendȱ theȱ multiȬculturalȱ church.ȱȱ
SchedulesȱcanȱbeȱadjustedȱtoȱaccommodateȱtheȱscheduleȱofȱtheȱvolunȬ
teers.ȱȱThoseȱalreadyȱinvolvedȱinȱsuchȱministryȱfindȱitȱtoȱbeȱveryȱfulfillȬ
ing.ȱ

ChurchesȱcanȱalsoȱofferȱEnglishȬasȬaȬSecondȱLanguageȱclassesȱandȱ
CitizenshipȱClassesȱ toȱ theȱmultiȬculturalȱcommunity.ȱ ȱThisȱwouldȱbeȱ
extremelyȱhelpfulȱtoȱfirstȱgenerationȱimmigrants.ȱ

TheȱconceptȱofȱhavingȱaȱmentorȱforȱeachȱmultiȬculturalȱpastorȱisȱaȱ
goodȱwayȱ toȱ insureȱ communicationsȱwillȱbeȱ improved.ȱ ȱTheȱmentorȱ
couldȱmeetȱ withȱ theȱ pastorȱ atȱ leastȱ onceȱ aȱ quarterȱ forȱ fellowship,ȱ
prayer,ȱandȱdiscussion.ȱ

InȱConclusion:ȱ
Itȱ isȱ alwaysȱ necessaryȱ toȱ useȱ graceȱ andȱ patienceȱwhenȱ dealingȱ

withȱproblemsȱandȱmiscommunicationsȱwithȱmultiȬculturalȱgroups.ȱ
MultiȬculturalȱministryȱpresentsȱaȱgreatȱchallenge,ȱbutȱsoȱdoesȱanyȱ

ministry.ȱȱIfȱweȱareȱgoingȱtoȱbeȱeffectiveȱinȱworkingȱtogether,ȱandȱifȱweȱ
areȱgoingȱ toȱhelpȱbridgeȱ theȱgapȱ inȱcommunications,ȱ thereȱhasȱ toȱbeȱ
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someȱ organizedȱ effortȱ inȱ placeȱ toȱ addressȱ mattersȱ associatedȱ withȱ
theseȱministries.ȱ ȱThereȱneedsȱtoȱbeȱaȱseparateȱcommitteeȱtaskedȱwithȱ
thisȱresponsibility.ȱ ȱ ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱ ȱ ȱ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱTomȱPatterson,ȱChairmanȱ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ

TheȱreportȱofȱtheȱSpecialȱCommitteeȱtoȱOverseeȱErskineȱ
CampusȱMinistryȱwasȱpresented.ȱTheȱreportȱwasȱadopted.ȱAȱ
specialȱprayerȱwasȱofferedȱforȱtheȱworkȱofȱtheȱcampusȱministerȱ
atȱErskine.ȱ

ȱ
SPECIALȱCOMMITTEEȱTOȱOVERSEEȱ
ERSKINEȱCAMPUSȱMINISTRYȱ

ȱ
Atȱitsȱ207thȱmeeting,ȱGeneralȱSynodȱextendedȱforȱoneȱyearȱtheȱ

interimȱCommitteeȱonȱCampusȱMinistryȱatȱErskineȱsoȱthatȱtheȱComȬ
mitteeȱcouldȱcompleteȱremainingȱdetailsȱofȱtheȱtransitionȱfromȱtheȱ
interimȱcommitteeȱtoȱaȱpermanentȱstandingȱcommittee.ȱȱȱ

Inȱadditionȱtoȱcommitteeȱmembersȱattendingȱvariousȱministryȱ
eventsȱatȱErskine,ȱtheȱCommitteeȱmetȱformallyȱonȱtwoȱoccasions.ȱȱOnȱ
Januaryȱ12,ȱ2012,ȱtheȱCommitteeȱmetȱatȱtheȱARPȱCenterȱtoȱreviewȱwithȱ
Rev.ȱPaulȱPatrickȱhisȱ“endȱofȱsemester”ȱreport.ȱȱTheȱreviewȱwasȱcomȬ
prehensive,ȱandȱRev.ȱPatrickȱwasȱveryȱopenȱinȱsharingȱbothȱhighlightsȱ
andȱlowlightsȱofȱtheȱsemesterȱandȱthingsȱtoȱpursueȱinȱtheȱcomingȱseȬ
mester.ȱȱRev.ȱPatrickȱspokeȱveryȱhighlyȱofȱtheȱcurrentȱRUFȱstaffȱinȬ
terns,ȱZackȱandȱEllyȱKeuthan.ȱȱFinancialȱsupportȱdetailsȱofȱtheȱministryȱ
wereȱreviewed,ȱandȱRev.ȱPatrickȱreportedȱsupportȱhasȱnotȱbeenȱaȱhinȬ
dranceȱtoȱministryȱtoȱdate.ȱȱȱTheȱinteractionȱbetweenȱtheȱCommitteeȱ
andȱRev.ȱPatrickȱwasȱlengthy,ȱcongenial,ȱwarm,ȱandȱencouragingȱtoȱallȱ
involved.ȱȱTheȱCommitteeȱwasȱveryȱpositiveȱaboutȱRev.ȱPatrick’sȱperȬ
formanceȱandȱtheȱeffectivenessȱofȱtheȱcampusȱministryȱatȱErskine.ȱ

TheȱCommitteeȱthenȱdiscussedȱdetailsȱofȱtheȱtransitionȱfromȱinȬ
terimȱcommitteeȱtoȱpermanentȱstandingȱcommittee.ȱȱModeratorȬElectȱ
StevenȱSuitsȱpointedȱoutȱthatȱSynod’sȱCommitteeȱonȱNominationsȱ
couldȱnotȱmakeȱnominationsȱsinceȱthereȱwasȱnotȱaȱSynodȬapprovedȱ
ManualȱofȱAuthoritiesȱandȱDutiesȱcommitteeȱdescription.ȱȱHeȱrecomȬ
mendedȱthatȱtheȱinterimȱcommitteeȱmakeȱtheȱnominationsȱforȱtheȱiniȬ
tialȱcommitteeȱmembership.ȱȱOtherȱtransitionȱdetailsȱwereȱdiscussed,ȱ
suchȱasȱmodifyingȱtheȱrequiredȱnumberȱofȱmeetingsȱfromȱthreeȱtoȱoneȱ
eachȱsemesterȱandȱothersȱasȱneeded.ȱȱThereȱwasȱalsoȱaȱdiscussionȱreȬ
gardingȱhavingȱtheȱPresidentȱofȱErskineȱCollegeȱasȱanȱadvisoryȱmemȬ
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berȱinsteadȱofȱexȱofficio.ȱȱInȱsubsequentȱdiscussionsȱwithȱtheȱcurrentȱ
president,ȱDr.ȱNorman,ȱheȱindicatedȱthatȱheȱdidȱnotȱobjectȱtoȱthisȱ
change.ȱȱȱȱ

TheȱCommitteeȱmetȱagainȱonȱMarchȱ27,ȱ2012ȱtoȱreviewȱandȱreviseȱ
theȱdraftȱdocumentsȱforȱtheȱManualȱofȱAuthoritiesȱandȱDutiesȱandȱtheȱ
committeeȱreportȱtoȱGeneralȱSynod.ȱȱRevisionsȱwereȱmadeȱandȱallȱ
documentsȱwereȱapprovedȱandȱareȱaȱpartȱofȱthisȱreport.ȱ

ȱ
Recommendations:ȱ
1.ȱȱThatȱtheȱattachedȱdutiesȱandȱstructureȱforȱtheȱCommitteeȱonȱCamȬ

pusȱMinistryȱatȱErskineȱforȱtheȱManualȱofȱAuthoritiesȱandȱDutiesȱbeȱ
approved.ȱ

2.ȱȱThatȱtheȱcurrentȱSpecialȱCommitteeȱtoȱOverseeȱErskineȱCampusȱ
Ministryȱserveȱasȱtheȱfirstȱpermanentȱstandingȱcommitteeȱwithȱtheȱ
followingȱassignmentȱofȱclasses:ȱ

ȱ ȱ ȱ Nameȱ ȱ Classȱ
ȱ ȱ Rev.ȱThomasȱShogerȱȱ 2013ȱ
ȱ ȱ Mr.ȱPhilȱWilliamsȱȱ 2014ȱ
ȱ ȱ Rev.ȱRobertȱAndersonȱ 2015ȱ
ȱ ȱ Rev.ȱPatrickȱMalphrusȱ 2016ȱ
ȱ ȱ Mr.ȱGeorgeȱS.ȱRobinsonȱ 2017ȱ
3.ȱȱThatȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱauthorizeȱ$1,000ȱforȱCommitteeȱexpensesȱinȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱ2013.ȱ
4.ȱȱThatȱallȱotherȱactionsȱofȱtheȱCommitteeȱasȱreportedȱhereinȱbeȱafȬȱ

firmed.ȱ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱRespectfullyȱsubmitted,ȱ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱȱȱȱ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ GeorgeȱS.ȱRobinson,ȱJr.,ȱChairmanȱ
ȱ

PROPOSEDȱADDITIONȱTOȱȱ
MANUALȱOFȱAUTHORITIESȱANDȱDUTIESȱ

ȱ
Membership:ȱ AtȱLarge:ȱ(5)ȱmembers.ȱȱThreeȱ(3)ȱshallȱbeȱ

teachingȱeldersȱandȱtwoȱ(2)ȱshallȱbeȱrulingȱ
elders.ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱ
Advisory:ȱȱPresidentȱofȱErskineȱCollege,ȱ
ModeratorȱofȱSynod,ȱModeratorȬElectȱofȱ
Synod,ȱExecutiveȱDirectorȱofȱCentralȱSerȬ
vices.ȱ

TermsȱofȱService:ȱ AtȱLarge:ȱFiveȱ(5)ȱyears.ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱ
Advisory:ȱAsȱdeterminedȱbyȱtheȱofficeȱtoȱ
whichȱappointed.ȱ
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StatedȱMeetings:ȱ Oneȱ(1)ȱinȱJanuaryȱandȱoneȱ(1)ȱduringȱtheȱ
FallȱSemester,ȱandȱothersȱasȱneeded.ȱ

Organization:ȱ Officers:ȱȱChairman,ȱViceȱChairman,ȱSecreȬ
tary.ȱ

Authority:ȱ TheȱCommitteeȱonȱCampusȱMinistryȱatȱ
ErskineȱshallȱprovideȱecclesiasticalȱoverȬ
sightȱforȱtheȱCampusȱMinisterȱandȱCampusȱ
MinistryȱatȱErskineȱCollege.ȱȱThisȱoversightȱ
includesȱtheȱeffectȱofȱanyȱinstitutionalȱ
changesȱwhichȱimpactȱorȱinfluenceȱtheȱ
CampusȱMinisterȱorȱtheȱCampusȱMinistry.ȱ

ȱ Inȱtheȱexerciseȱofȱitsȱauthority,ȱtheȱCommitȬ
teeȱshallȱcomplyȱwithȱTheȱStandardsȱofȱtheȱ
AssociateȱReformedȱPresbyterianȱChurch,ȱandȱ
itsȱpoliciesȱandȱprogramsȱshallȱbeȱconsisȬ
tentȱwithȱtheȱpurposeȱofȱtheȱGeneralȱSynod.ȱ

Duties:ȱ 1.ȱȱToȱoverseeȱandȱprovideȱsupportȱtoȱtheȱ
CampusȱMinisterȱandȱministryȱatȱErskineȱ
College.ȱ

ȱ 2.ȱȱToȱensureȱthatȱcampusȱministryȱconȬ
formsȱtoȱtheȱOverviewȱofȱErskineȱCampusȱ
MinistryȱapprovedȱbyȱtheȱGeneralȱSynod.ȱ

ȱ 3.ȱȱToȱensureȱthatȱtheȱcampusȱministryȱ
compliesȱwithȱtheȱtermsȱofȱtheȱaffiliationȱ
agreementȱwithȱReformedȱUniversityȱMinȬ
istriesȱasȱapprovedȱbyȱGeneralȱSynod.ȱ

ȱ 4.ȱȱToȱserveȱasȱaȱMinisterȱSearchȱCommitteeȱ
whenȱaȱnewȱCampusȱMinisterȱisȱneeded,ȱ
andȱtoȱbringȱaȱrecommendationȱtoȱtheȱExȬ
ecutiveȱBoardȱofȱSynod.ȱ

ȱ 5.ȱȱToȱprepareȱtheȱtermsȱofȱCallȱforȱtheȱErȬ
skineȱCampusȱMinisterȱandȱtoȱreviewȱtheȱ
termsȱatȱleastȱannuallyȱandȱmakeȱrecomȬ
mendationsȱforȱchangesȱtoȱtheȱExecutiveȱ
BoardȱofȱSynod.ȱȱTheȱCallȱandȱsubsequentȱ
changesȱshallȱbeȱinȱaccordanceȱwithȱproperȱ
protocolȱofȱtheȱCampusȱMinister’sȱpresbyȬ
tery.ȱ

ȱ 6.ȱȱToȱmakeȱanȱannualȱreportȱtoȱtheȱGeneralȱ
Synod.ȱ

ȱ
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OverviewȱofȱErskineȱCampusȱMinistryȱ
ȱ ȱ ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱ[Adoptedȱbyȱ2011ȱSynod]ȱ
ȱ
PURPOSEȱ CampusȱMinistryȱatȱErskineȱCollegeȱexistsȱtoȱproȬ

videȱGospelȱministryȱandȱpastoralȱcareȱforȱErskineȱ
students.ȱȱTheȱpurposeȱofȱtheȱministryȱisȱtoȱreach,ȱ
nurture,ȱandȱequipȱstudentsȱwithȱtheȱGospelȱofȱ
graceȱforȱtheȱChristianȱlife.ȱ

MINISTERȱ TheȱGeneralȱSynodȱofȱtheȱAssociateȱReformedȱPresȬ
byterianȱChurch’sȱcommitmentȱtoȱthisȱministryȱinȬ
cludesȱcallingȱandȱsendingȱtoȱtheȱErskineȱCampusȱ
anȱordainedȱministerȱwhoȱisȱtrainedȱinȱcampusȱminȬ
istry.ȱ

MINISTRYȱ Theȱcampusȱministerȱisȱchargedȱwithȱbuildingȱaȱ
healthyȱandȱproductiveȱworkȱofȱministryȱthatȱemȬ
phasizesȱreaching,ȱnurturing,ȱandȱequippingȱErskineȱ
studentsȱwithȱtheȱChristianȱGospel.ȱȱThisȱministryȱisȱ
bothȱ“fixed”ȱandȱ“flexible.”ȱȱTheȱministryȱisȱfixedȱinȱ
thatȱtheȱtheologyȱandȱphilosophyȱofȱministryȱareȱtoȱ
remainȱinȱconformityȱwithȱtheȱStandardsȱofȱtheȱARPȱ
Church.ȱȱTheȱcampusȱministryȱisȱflexibleȱinȱthatȱtheȱ
methodologyȱimplementedȱbyȱtheȱcampusȱministerȱ
canȱandȱshouldȱvaryȱaccordingȱtoȱhisȱparticularȱgiftȬ
ednessȱandȱstrategicȱapproachȱtoȱministeringȱtoȱhisȱ
demographicȱgroup.ȱ

PHILOSOPHYȱ TheȱmostȱefficientȱsafeguardȱofȱaȱfaithfulȱandȱendurȬ
ingȱworkȱofȱcampusȱministryȱatȱErskineȱisȱattainedȱ
throughȱformalȱaffiliationȱwithȱReformedȱUniversityȱ
Ministries.ȱȱThisȱaffiliationȱprovidesȱnecessaryȱandȱ
ongoingȱministryȱtrainingȱandȱresourcesȱtoȱequipȱtheȱ
CampusȱMinisterȱandȱinterns.ȱȱSeeȱaffiliationȱagreeȬ
ment.ȱ

SYNODȱ TheȱCampusȱMinisterȱandȱhisȱworkȱofȱministryȱareȱ
underȱtheȱdirectȱoversightȱofȱaȱpermanentȱstandingȱ
CommitteeȱonȱCampusȱMinistryȱatȱErskine.ȱȱThisȱ
committeeȱmeetsȱatȱleastȱtwoȱtimesȱeachȱyearȱforȱtheȱ
purposeȱofȱevaluation,ȱreviewȱandȱpastoralȱcare,ȱandȱ
supportȱofȱtheȱCampusȱMinisterȱandȱCampusȱMinisȬ
try.ȱ

PRESBYTERYȱ TheȱCampusȱMinisterȱisȱaȱmemberȱofȱanȱARPȱPresȬ
byteryȱandȱanȱactiveȱparticipantȱinȱtheȱministryȱandȱ
workȱofȱtheȱpresbytery.ȱ
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FUNDINGȱ Theȱfundingȱofȱsalary,ȱinsurance,ȱbenefits,ȱandȱtheȱ
minimalȱexpensesȱofȱhavingȱaȱcampusȱministryȱpresȬ
enceȱatȱErskineȱisȱprovidedȱbyȱtheȱGeneralȱSynod.ȱȱ
MinistryȱprogramȱexpensesȱareȱraisedȱbyȱtheȱcamȬ
pusȱministerȱfromȱindividualsȱandȱchurches.ȱ

ERSKINEȱ ThoughȱnotȱtechnicallyȱanȱemployeeȱofȱErskineȱColȬ
lege,ȱtheȱCampusȱMinisterȱisȱaȱvitalȱandȱcentralȱ
memberȱofȱtheȱErskineȱCommunityȱandȱaȱchiefȱconȬ
tributorȱtoȱitsȱspiritualȱenvironment.ȱȱHisȱpresenceȱ
onȱtheȱErskineȱCampusȱisȱasȱaȱprivilegedȱguestȱandȱ
asȱaȱresourceȱprovidedȱfromȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱtoȱ
ErskineȱasȱitsȱinstitutionȱandȱagencyȱofȱhigherȱeduȬ
cation.ȱȱTheȱCampusȱMinister,ȱatȱtheȱrequestȱofȱtheȱ
PresidentȱofȱErskineȱCollegeȱandȱSeminary,ȱprovidesȱ
proȱbonoȱchaplainȱservicesȱforȱtheȱgoodȱofȱtheȱcomȬ
munityȱthatȱmayȱincludeȱchapelȱservices,ȱbaccalauȬ
reateȱservices,ȱandȱparticipationȱinȱtheȱgraduationȱ
ceremony,ȱandȱotherȱrequestsȱthatȱmayȱbeȱbeneficialȱ
toȱErskine,ȱwithȱtheȱconcurrenceȱofȱtheȱSynod’sȱperȬ
manentȱoversightȱcommittee.ȱȱInȱconsiderationȱofȱ
theseȱservicesȱErskineȱhasȱagreedȱtoȱprovideȱtheȱ
CampusȱMinister’sȱoffice,ȱstrategicallyȱlocatedȱonȱ
theȱgroundȱfloorȱofȱWatkinsȱStudentȱCenter,ȱandȱ
directorȱlevelȱfullȱcampusȱprivilegesȱforȱtheȱcampusȱ
ministerȱandȱhisȱfamily.ȱȱErskineȱfurtherȱagreedȱtoȱ
continueȱtheȱagreementȱbegunȱinȱ2006ȱwhichȱallowsȱ
CampusȱMinistryȱInternsȱtoȱbeȱhousedȱinȱemptyȱ
(unused)ȱdormȱrooms.ȱ

ȱ
CAMPUSȱMINISTRYȱAFFILIATIONȱOFȱ

THEȱASSOCIATEȱREFORMEDȱPRESBYTERIANȱCHURCHȱWITHȱ
REFORMEDȱUNIVERSITYȱMINISTRIESȱOFȱȱ
PRESBYTERIANȱCHURCHȱINȱAMERICAȱ

ȱ
AssociateȱReformedȱPresbyterianȱChurchȱȬȱErskineȱCollegeȱȱ

[Adoptedȱbyȱ2011ȱSynod]ȱ
ȱ

TheȱAssociateȱReformedȱPresbyterianȱChurchȱandȱReformedȱUniȬ
versityȱMinistriesȱ(RUM)ȱdoȱherebyȱagreeȱtoȱanȱaffiliationȱforȱtheȱpurȬ
poseȱofȱ reachingȱ studentsȱ forȱChristȱandȱequippingȱ studentsȱ forȱ serȬ
viceȱonȱtheȱErskineȱCollegeȱcampus.ȱȱ
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Throughȱ thisȱ agreementȱ theȱ Associateȱ Reformedȱ Presbyterianȱ
Churchȱ andȱ Erskineȱ Collegeȱ areȱ officiallyȱ affiliatedȱ withȱ Reformedȱ
UniversityȱMinistriesȱ andȱ therebyȱ authorizedȱ toȱ useȱ saidȱ nameȱ andȱ
thatȱofȱReformedȱUniversityȱFellowshipȱatȱErskineȱCollege.ȱȱ
ȱ

I.ȱ ResponsibilitiesȱofȱReformedȱUniversityȱMinistriesȱ
A.ȱ ReformedȱUniversityȱMinistriesȱwillȱ provideȱ areaȱ assistance,ȱ

staffȱresources,ȱandȱcoordinationȱandȱsupervisionȱofȱtheȱoverȬ
allȱministry.ȱ ȱ

B.ȱ ReformedȱUniversityȱMinistriesȱwillȱmaintainȱaȱCommitteeȱonȱ
ReformedȱUniversityȱMinistries.ȱȱTheȱCommitteeȱwillȱconsiderȱ
andȱmakeȱrecommendationsȱ toȱ theȱGeneralȱAssemblyȱ forȱapȬ
propriateȱ actionȱ asȱ itȱ relatesȱ toȱ aȱ unifiedȱ campusȱministry.ȱȱ
Thisȱactionȱwillȱinclude:ȱ ȱ
1.ȱȱOperationalȱproceduresȱandȱguidelinesȱforȱstaffȱandȱminisȬȱȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱtry.ȱ ȱ
2.ȱȱStaffȱȬȱStaffȱrecruiting,ȱassessment,ȱprocessingȱandȱjobȱdeȬȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱscriptions.ȱ ȱ
3.ȱȱTrainingȱȬȱProvidingȱaȱregularȱprogramȱofȱtrainingȱforȱstaff.ȱ
4.ȱȱAccountingȱȬȱIncludingȱreceiptingȱandȱacknowledgementȱofȱȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱgifts,ȱpaymentȱofȱstaffȱandȱprogrammingȱexpensesȱperȱpresȬȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱbyteryȱspecifications,ȱandȱfinancial,ȱbudgetȱandȱdonorȱreȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱports.ȱ ȱ
5.ȱȱDevelopmentȱȬȱWithȱdataȱprovidedȱbyȱtheȱareaȱcoordinator,ȱȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱminister,ȱstaff,ȱorȱintern,ȱRUMȱwillȱproduceȱsuchȱitemsȱasȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱinitialȱappealȱlettersȱandȱregularȱnewsletters.ȱȱRUMȱwillȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱmaintainȱallȱstaffȱmailingȱlistsȱwithinȱtheȱministry’sȱdonorȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱdatabase.ȱ ȱ
6.ȱȱMinistryȬatȬlargeȱȬȱCoordinatingȱandȱimplementingȱagreedȱȱȱȱȱȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱuponȱprograms,ȱprojects,ȱandȱministries,ȱincludingȱinternȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱprogram,ȱconferences,ȱpublicȱrelations,ȱpastoralȱcare,ȱandȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱinsurance.ȱ ȱ

II.ȱȱȱResponsibilitiesȱofȱtheȱAssociateȱReformedȱPresbyterianȱChurchȱ
GAȱPCAȱ ȬȱRUMȱaffiliatesȱministriesȱthroughȱPCAȱpresbyteriesȱ

andȱdenominationsȱwithȱwhichȱtheȱPCAȱhasȱfraternalȱrelations.ȱȱ
Theȱ Associateȱ Reformedȱ Presbyterianȱ Churchȱ acknowledgesȱ

andȱacceptsȱtheȱresponsibilityȱto:ȱ
A.ȱȱOverseeȱtheȱcampusȱministerȱunderȱitsȱjurisdictionȱwhoȱwillȱbeȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱordainedȱandȱinȱgoodȱstandingȱwithȱtheȱAssociateȱReformedȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱPresbyterianȱChurch.ȱ
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B.ȱ ȱEnsureȱtheȱministryȱ isȱconductedȱ inȱaccordanceȱwithȱtheȱdocȬ
trinalȱsystemȱsetȱforthȱinȱtheȱWestminsterȱConfessionȱofȱFaith,ȱ
theȱLargerȱCatechism,ȱandȱ theȱShorterȱCatechismȱofȱ theȱPresȬ
byterianȱChurchȱinȱAmerica.ȱ ȱ

C.ȱȱEnsureȱtheȱministryȱisȱconductedȱinȱaccordanceȱwithȱtheȱprinȬ
ciplesȱofȱPresbyterianȱpolity.ȱ ȱ

D.ȱȱEstablishȱanȱappropriateȱcommitteeȱtoȱimplementȱtheȱchurch’sȱ
oversightȱofȱtheȱministry.ȱȱTheȱlocalȱSouthȱCarolinaȱCommitteeȱ
onȱCampusȱMinistryȱwillȱexerciseȱitsȱnormalȱreview.ȱȱTheȱstaffȱ
memberȱwillȱreportȱregularlyȱtoȱtheȱPCAȱSouthȱCarolinaȱComȬ
mitteeȱonȱCampusȱMinistry,ȱasȱwellȱasȱtoȱanȱappropriateȱcomȬ
mitteeȱofȱtheȱAssociateȱReformedȱPresbyterianȱChurch.ȱȱ

E.ȱȱCallȱandȱhireȱallȱstaff,ȱ(withȱtheȱapprovalȱofȱReformedȱUniverȬ
sityȱMinistries)ȱwhoȱwillȱworkȱwithȱReformedȱUniversityȱFelȬ
lowshipȱatȱErskineȱCollege.ȱ ȱ

F.ȱȱȱDetermineȱallȱstaffȱsalariesȱandȱbudgets.ȱȱ ȱ
G.ȱȱFundȱtheȱministry,ȱassumingȱsoleȱresponsibilityȱforȱallȱstaffȱȱ

salariesȱandȱministryȱexpenses.ȱȱȱ ȱ
H.ȱȱMakeȱcontributionsȱtowardȱtheȱcostȱofȱareaȱassistance.ȱ$500ȱ

perȱmonthȱforȱtheȱCampusȱMinisterȱandȱ$75ȱperȱmonthȱforȱ
eachȱintern.ȱȱȱ ȱ

I.ȱȱȱEnsureȱparticipationȱofȱallȱcampusȱministers,ȱstaff,ȱandȱinternsȱ
inȱtrainingȱprovidedȱbyȱReformedȱUniversityȱMinistries.ȱȱAreaȱ
andȱlocalȱstaffȱwillȱassistȱwhenȱneededȱinȱprovidingȱsuchȱtrainȬ
ing.ȱ ȱ

J.ȱȱȱEnsureȱparticipationȱofȱcampusȱministers,ȱstaff,ȱandȱinternsȱinȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱareaȬwideȱandȱministryȬatȬlargeȱprogramsȱandȱprojects.ȱȱȱ
K.ȱȱParticipateȱinȱtheȱoverallȱcampusȱministryȱthroughȱinvolveȬ

mentȱinȱRUMȱcampusȱorganizationalȱstructure.ȱȱ ȱ
L.ȱȱEncourageȱitsȱmembersȱtoȱprayȱforȱReformedȱUniversityȱFelȬ

lowship,ȱtoȱreferȱcontactsȱtoȱtheȱReformedȱUniversityȱFellowȬ
shipȱstaff,ȱandȱtoȱmakeȱstudentsȱawareȱofȱthisȱministryȱatȱtheȱ
ErskineȱCollege.ȱȱ ȱ

M.ȱTheȱARPȱsynodȱwillȱprovideȱaȱmethodȱofȱhandlingȱtheȱcostȱofȱ
theȱministryȱandȱprovideȱforȱtheȱsalariesȱandȱrelatedȱbenefitsȱ
andȱallȱministryȱprograms,ȱtraining,ȱandȱsupportȱcosts.ȱȱ

N.ȱAsȱaȱrule,ȱCampusȱMinistersȱhaveȱaȱlineȱitemȱinȱtheȱprogramȬ
mingȱbudgetȱtoȱcoverȱtraining.ȱInȱlieuȱofȱthis,ȱReformedȱUniȬ
versityȱMinistriesȱ–ȱAtlantaȱwillȱinvoiceȱtheȱAssociateȱPresbyȬ
terianȱChurchȱforȱtheȱcostsȱincurredȱbyȱtheȱcampusȱministerȱ
forȱtrainingȱandȱconferencesȱ(materials,ȱhousing,ȱmeals,ȱetc.)ȱ
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O.ȱ InsureȱthatȱtheȱAssociateȱReformedȱPresbyterianȱChurchȱ
carryȱoutȱtheȱworkȱinȱtheȱmannerȱsetȱforthȱinȱthisȱaffiliationȱ
agreement.ȱ ȱ

ȱ
AssociateȱReformedȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱ
PresbyterianȱChurchȱ ȱ
ErskineȱCollegeȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱReformedȱUniversityȱMinistriesȱ
ȱ
________________________ȱ ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱ________________________ȱ
AndrewȱPutnam,ȱȱȱ ȱ ȱ ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱRodȱMays,ȱȱ
ModeratorȱofȱtheȱAssociateȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱ ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱCoordinatorȱofȱReformedȱȱ
ReformedȱPresbyterianȱChurchȱȱ ȱ ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱUniversityȱMinistriesȱ
ȱ
___6/9/11________________ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱ___6/9/11________________ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱ
DateȱofȱActionȱȱȱȱ ȱ ȱ ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱDateȱofȱActionȱ
ȱ ȱ
_________________________ȱ
Dr.ȱDavidȱNorman,ȱȱ
PresidentȱofȱErskineȱCollegeȱ
ȱ
___6/9/11______________________________ȱ
DateȱofȱActionȱ
ȱ
ȱ
FUNDINGȱ
AREA/FIELDȱASSISTANCEȱ
ȱ
Eachȱaffiliatedȱministryȱcontributesȱtoȱtheȱoverallȱministryȱcostȱ
throughȱcontributionsȱfor:ȱ
TRAININGȱ
Provideȱseveralȱweeksȱofȱintensiveȱtrainingȱforȱallȱstaff.ȱȱThisȱinvolvesȱ
theȱplanning,ȱscheduling,ȱmaterialȱproductionȱandȱfacilitation.ȱȱȱ
AREAȱCOORDINATORSȱ
SupportȱofȱAreaȱCoordinatorsȱwhoȱserveȱtheȱministryȱinȱdesignatedȱ
areas.ȱȱ ȱ
CONFERENCESȱ
Organizationȱofȱconference,ȱspeakers,ȱlodging,ȱfood,ȱinsurance,ȱproȬ
grams,ȱregistrationȱandȱfundȱmanagement.ȱ ȱ
MISSIONȱPROJECTSȱ
Provideȱreceipting,ȱbookkeepingȱandȱhandlingȱofȱfundsȱforȱvariousȱ
missionȱprojectsȱofȱtheȱcampusȱministries.ȱ
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RECRUITINGȱ
TravelȱtoȱtheȱRegionalȱFallȱConferencesȱforȱpurposeȱofȱmeetingȱpotenȬ
tialȱinternȱstaff.ȱȱȱ ȱ
RecruitingȱonȱseminariesȱbyȱCoordinatorȱandȱhisȱteamȱofȱAreaȱCoordiȬ
nators.ȱȱCoordinatorȱalsoȱspeaksȱatȱseminariesȱandȱholdsȱmeetingsȱ
withȱstudentsȱandȱfaculty.ȱ ȱ
GENERALȱ
ProjectȱandȱsubmitȱfullȱbudgetȱandȱrequiredȱreportsȱtoȱGeneralȱAssemȬ
bly.ȱ ȱ ȱ
PrepareȱandȱdistributeȱagendaȱforȱRUMȱPermanentȱCommitteeȱMeetȬ
ings.ȱ ȱ
AssistȱPermanentȱCommitteeȱmembersȱonȱworksȱtoȱevaluateȱministryȱ
operation.ȱ ȱ
CarryȱoutȱdevelopmentȱplanȱincludingȱvariousȱpresentationsȱforȱtarȬ
getedȱindividualsȱandȱgroupsȱandȱgeneralȱappealȱletters.ȱ
AttendȱPresbyteryȱRUMȱCommitteeȱmeetingsȱandȱprovideȱtrainingȱ
andȱassistanceȱwithȱexpansionȱefforts.ȱ ȱ
Meetȱwithȱcampusȱadministratorsȱasȱneededȱtoȱinsureȱgrantȱofȱcharterȱ
andȱcomplianceȱwithȱbylawsȱandȱconstitutionȱofȱReformedȱUniversityȱ
Fellowship.ȱ ȱ
Processingȱandȱplacementȱofȱinterns,ȱprovidingȱoversightȱandȱdevelȬ
opmentȱstrategyȱandȱgivingȱsupportȱasȱneeded.ȱ
ȱ
TheȱStatedȱClerkȱofȱFirstȱPresbyteryȱreadȱaȱthirdȱMemorialȱ

fromȱFirstȱPresbyteryȱtoȱtheȱSynod.ȱȱAȱmotionȱcarriedȱthatȱtheȱ
memorialȱbeȱreferredȱtoȱtheȱModerator’sȱCommitteeȱonȱMemoȬ
rials.ȱ
BryanȱCrottsȱpresentedȱtheȱReportȱofȱtheȱSpecialȱCommitteeȱ

toȱOverseeȱARPȱWomenȇsȱMinistries.ȱTheȱreportȱwasȱdebated.ȱȱȱȱ
AȱcallȱforȱtheȱOrderȱofȱtheȱDayȱwasȱaccepted.ȱȱFollowingȱanȬ

nouncements,ȱtheȱmorningȱbusinessȱsessionȱclosedȱwithȱprayerȱ
andȱtheȱBlessingȱbyȱKevinȱVickery.ȱ
ȱ

WEDNESDAY,ȱJUNEȱ6,ȱ1:45ȱP.M.ȱ
ȱ

ȱȱȱȱTheȱModeratorȇsȱCommitteesȱbeganȱtheirȱmeetingsȱatȱ1:45ȱ
p.m.ȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱTheȱspecialȱcommitteeȱappointedȱtoȱexamineȱComplaintsȱ
metȱatȱ3:30ȱp.m.ȱȱTheȱModeratorȱinstructedȱtheȱcommitteeȱnotȱ
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toȱadjudicateȱtheȱcomplaints,ȱbutȱtoȱrecommendȱtoȱSynodȱtheȱ
mostȱefficientȱwayȱtoȱhandleȱthem.ȱ
ȱ

WEDNESDAY,ȱJUNEȱ6,ȱ7:00ȱP.M.ȱ
ȱ

TheȱPreludeȱforȱtheȱeveningȱsessionȱwasȱpresentedȱbyȱGregȱ
Reynolds.ȱ

TheȱCampȱJoyȱSingersȱprovidedȱspecialȱmusicȱforȱtheȱeveȬ
ningȱworship.ȱ

TheȱeveningȱworshipȱserviceȱwasȱledȱbyȱJeffȱKingswood.ȱȱ
ElaineȱPaceȬReed,ȱPresidentȱofȱtheȱARPȱWomenȇsȱMinisȬ

tries,ȱbroughtȱgreetingsȱfromȱARPȱWomenȇsȱMinistries.ȱȱAȱmoȬ
tionȱcarriedȱtoȱprintȱtheȱgreetingsȱinȱtheȱMinutesȱofȱSynod.ȱȱ

ȱ
GoodȱEvening.ȱȱIȱwouldȱlikeȱtoȱthankȱModeratorȱSuitsȱforȱinvitingȱmeȱtoȱ

speakȱonȱbehalfȱofȱARPȱWomen’sȱMinistries.ȱȱThisȱyearȱweȱhaveȱprovidedȱaȱ
writtenȱreportȱofȱourȱactivities,ȱIndexȱE,ȱsoȱmyȱcommentsȱwillȱbeȱfocusedȱonȱ
theȱimpactȱthatȱWomen’sȱMinistriesȱisȱmakingȱonȱtheȱlivesȱofȱtheȱladiesȱofȱourȱ
denominationȱandȱhowȱtheȱmembersȱofȱthisȱCourtȱcanȱsupportȱourȱefforts.ȱȱȱ

Iȱwouldȱlikeȱtoȱbeginȱtonightȱbyȱsharingȱaȱpageȱfromȱtheȱlifeȱofȱoneȱofȱourȱ
boardȱmembers.ȱȱSheȱwillȱremainȱnameless,ȱasȱherȱnameȱisȱnotȱimportant,ȱbutȱ
theȱjourneyȱsheȱtookȱis.ȱȱThisȱwomanȱcameȱtoȱknowȱChristȱasȱaȱyoungȱgirl,ȱbutȱ
turnedȱherȱbackȱonȱtheȱchurchȱinȱherȱlateȱteensȱafterȱbeingȱdeeplyȱhurtȱbyȱ
membersȱofȱherȱlocalȱcongregation.ȱȱSheȱremainedȱestrangedȱfromȱGodȱandȱtheȱ
fellowshipȱofȱbelieversȱuntilȱherȱlateȱ30’s,ȱwhenȱtheȱLordȱplacedȱaȱwomanȱinȱ
herȱlifeȱwhoȱmadeȱitȱherȱmissionȱtoȱprayȱforȱreconciliation.ȱȱSheȱwasȱbroughtȱ
backȱintoȱfellowshipȱwithȱChrist.ȱȱAsȱsheȱbeganȱattendingȱaȱnewȱchurch—anȱ
ARPȱchurchȱ—ȱtheȱLordȱagainȱputȱaȱwomanȱinȱherȱlifeȱtoȱbeȱherȱspiritualȱ
mentorȱandȱthenȱyetȱanotherȱtoȱencourageȱherȱinȱstudyingȱtheȱBible.ȱȱTheȱ
LordȱusedȱtheseȱthreeȱwomenȱthroughȱoneȬonȬoneȱministryȱtoȱsetȱinȱmotionȱanȱ
explosionȱofȱspiritualȱgrowthȱwhichȱgaveȱbirthȱtoȱherȱpassionȱforȱwomenȇsȱ
ministries.ȱȱPerhapsȱthisȱaccountȱrendersȱinȱyourȱmindȱtheȱimageȱofȱaȱwomanȱ
youȱknow.ȱȱȱ

Thisȱexperienceȱexemplifiesȱtheȱarticle,ȱȈWhyȱWomenȇsȱMinistries,Ȉȱinȱ
theȱrecentȱissueȱofȱTheȱAssociateȱReformedȱPresbyterian.ȱȱItȇsȱanȱexcellentȱ
articleȱlayingȱoutȱtheȱBiblicalȱfoundationȱforȱwomanȬtoȬwomanȱministry.ȱȱTheȱ
ARPȱWomen’sȱMinistriesȱBoardȱappreciatedȱtheȱnoteȱreceivedȱfromȱPastorȱ
AllenȱDerrickȱwhoȱencouragedȱtheȱelders,ȱdeacons,ȱandȱwomenȱofȱhisȱchurchesȱ
toȱreadȱthisȱarticle.ȱ
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WhenȱIȱthinkȱofȱimpactȱandȱitsȱripplingȱeffect,ȱIȱgoȱbackȱtoȱmyȱchildhoodȱ
whenȱmyȱdadȱandȱmyȱgrandfatherȱshowedȱmeȱhowȱtoȱskipȱrocks.ȱȱTheȱidealȱ
stoneȱwasȱmadeȱsmoothȱbyȱtheȱinfluenceȱofȱitsȱenvironment;ȱitȱseemedȱtheȱbestȱ
resultsȱoccurredȱwhenȱIȱtookȱtheȱtimeȱtoȱwashȱtheȱstoneȱoffȱinȱtheȱwater—
almostȱallowingȱtheȱstoneȱtoȱbecomeȱfamiliarȱwithȱtheȱwater—withȱaȱslightȱ
stepȱbackȱandȱaȱsmoothȱreleaseȱofȱtheȱwristȱtheȱstoneȱbouncedȱoffȱtheȱwaterȱ
causingȱripples.ȱȱIȱhaveȱtheȱsameȱimageȱofȱtheȱARPȱWomen’sȱMinistriesȱ
Board.ȱȱTheȱboardȱisȱstandingȱatȱtheȱedgeȱofȱourȱcommunity.ȱȱWeȱsendȱoutȱ
encouragementȱthroughȱresourcesȱandȱtraining,ȱwhichȱskipȱalongȱlikeȱstonesȱ
acrossȱit.ȱȱTheȱripplesȱofȱimpactȱspreadȱfarȱandȱwideȱasȱlivesȱareȱtouched.ȱȱ
Whatȱdoesȱthisȱimpactȱlookȱlike?ȱȱForȱSharonȱCarrȱitȱisȱensuringȱanȱaccurateȱ
Biblicalȱperspective.ȱȱAfterȱattendingȱanȱeventȱthisȱyearȱsheȱwrote,ȱ“Thanksȱ
forȱmakingȱtheȱWordȱveryȱprominentȱinȱyourȱtalks.”ȱȱForȱDianeȱSpeightsȱofȱ
ScotsȱKirkȱARP,ȱimpactȱisȱrealizedȱthroughȱweeklyȱBibleȱStudy.ȱȱInȱaȱrecentȱ
emailȱsheȱshared,ȱ“IȱhaveȱlearnedȱsoȱmuchȱfromȱtheȱWomanȇsȱBibleȱstudiesȱatȱ
ourȱchurchȱthroughȱtheȱyearsȱandȱtrulyȱfeelȱthatȱthroughȱthemȱIȱhaveȱgrownȱ
inȱmyȱknowledgeȱofȱandȱloveȱforȱtheȱLordȱandȱHisȱWord.ȱȱWeȱallȱleaveȱaȱlegȬ
acyȱonȱthisȱearth,ȱandȱtheȱlegacyȱIȱwantȱtoȱleaveȱisȱoneȱofȱBiblicalȱwomanhood,ȱ
aȱwomanȱwhoȱlovesȱandȱservesȱtheȱLord.ȱȱTheseȱBibleȱstudiesȱhaveȱmadeȱmeȱ
awareȱofȱmyȱresponsibilityȱasȱaȱwomanȱtoȱbeȱtheȱbestȱexampleȱofȱBiblicalȱwomȬ
anhoodȱIȱcanȱbeȱforȱmyȱfamily,ȱfriends,ȱcommunity,ȱandȱchurch.”ȱȱDuringȱmyȱ
travelsȱthisȱyearȱIȱmetȱEunjinȱKim,ȱaȱyoungȱladyȱbornȱinȱKoreaȱwhoȱnowȱlivesȱ
inȱtheȱUnitedȱStatesȱtryingȱtoȱfindȱherȱplaceȱinȱaȱnewȱcountry,ȱinȱaȱcultureȱ
veryȱforeignȱtoȱherȱown.ȱȱHearȱherȱwords,ȱ“Iȱwasȱveryȱencouragedȱbyȱyourȱ
testimonyȱaboutȱfellowshipȱwithȱothersȱinȱChrist.ȱȱIȱwasȱavoidingȱtoȱhaveȱ
fellowshipȱbecauseȱofȱmyȱpastȱexperienceȱandȱhurts.ȱȱYourȱwordsȱencourageȱ
meȱandȱgaveȱmeȱcourageȱtoȱtrustȱGod.”ȱ

Asȱpastorsȱandȱleadersȱofȱourȱdenomination,ȱyouȱhaveȱsupportedȱtheȱ
womenȱofȱtheȱARPȱChurch.ȱȱIȱwillȱonlyȱtakeȱtheȱtimeȱtoȱspeakȱaboutȱthree.ȱȱ
AssociateȱMinister,ȱDavidȱLauten,ȱfromȱFirstȱPresbyterianȱChurchȱinȱColumȬ
bia,ȱSCȱinstructsȱtheȱBibleȱModeratorsȱeachȱmonth,ȱwhoȱinȱturnȱteachȱtheȱ
BibleȱStudyȱtoȱitsȱwomen.ȱȱ“Underȱhisȱteachingȱandȱguidance,ȱtheȱBibleȱstudyȱ
teachersȱ(BibleȱModerators)ȱdon’tȱfeelȱalone,ȱbutȱhaveȱaȱfoundationȱforȱtheirȱ
studiesȱandȱpreparation”ȱ(EveȱHuffman—Aprilȱ25,ȱ2012).ȱȱRevȱLautenȱhasȱ
takenȱhisȱcommitmentȱtoȱthisȱtypeȱofȱinstructionȱsoȱseriouslyȱheȱacceptedȱtheȱ
invitationȱtoȱspeakȱatȱaȱCatawbaȱWomen’sȱMinistriesȱMeetȱandȱGreetȱonȱtheȱ
subjectȱofȱ“HowȱtoȱTeachȱaȱBibleȱStudy.”ȱLikewise,ȱPastorȱKevinȱCarterȱandȱ
hisȱwifeȱJoanneȱtookȱanȱactiveȱroleȱinȱtheȱteachingȱatȱtheȱannualȱOntarioȱLaȬ
dies’ȱRetreat.ȱȱAndȱoneȱofȱtheȱmostȱunusualȱformsȱofȱsupportȱIȱwitnessedȱthisȱ
yearȱwasȱatȱtheȱinstallationȱservice,ȱwhereȱRevȱMichaelȱLashleyȱindividuallyȱ
chargedȱeachȱofficerȱwithȱscriptureȱandȱwordsȱofȱencouragement.ȱȱTheȱripplesȱ



 MINUTESȱOFȱSYNOD 477ȱ 

 

ofȱyourȱsupportȱtravelȱwideȱandȱfar.ȱȱAsȱourȱshepherds,ȱweȱvalueȱyourȱdirecȬ
tion,ȱandȱtheȱimportanceȱofȱtheȱencouragementȱrunsȱdeep.ȱ

AsȱIȱcloseȱthisȱevening,ȱIȱwouldȱlikeȱtoȱleaveȱyouȱwithȱoneȱfinalȱquoteȱ
fromȱthisȱyear’sȱYouȱAreȱaȱWoman,ȱYouȱAreȱaȱChristian,ȱYouȱAreȱInȬ
vitedȱseminar.ȱȱLindaȱWedgeȱofȱKirkridgeȱARPȱChurchȱinȱManchester,ȱMDȱ
shared,ȱ“IȱcameȱtoȱlookȱforȱwaysȱIȱcouldȱserveȱtheȱLord.ȱȱOutreachȱtypeȱstuff.ȱȱ
Iȱhadȱnoȱideaȱhowȱyouȱwouldȱbeȱministeringȱtoȱme.ȱȱThisȱwasȱanȱawesomeȱ
experience.ȱȱIȱwillȱbeȱbackȱnextȱyear.”ȱȱOurȱprayerȱforȱLindaȱandȱallȱtheȱ
womenȱofȱtheȱARPȱChurchȱisȱtoȱtouchȱtheirȱlivesȱinȱsuchȱaȱwayȱthatȱtheyȱwillȱ
“knowȱJesusȱintimately,ȱloveȱJesusȱfaithfully,ȱandȱserveȱJesusȱfruitȬ
fully”ȱ(ARPȱWomen’sȱMinistriesȱwebsite).ȱȱȱȱ

ȱ
AfterȱbeingȱintroducedȱbyȱRobertȱPatrickȱofȱtheȱInterȬ

ChurchȱRelationsȱCommittee,ȱFraternalȱDelegatesȱfromȱtheȱ
followingȱdenominationsȱaddressedȱtheȱSynod:ȱ

ȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱPresbyterianȱChurchȱinȱAmerica,ȱRoyȱTaylor,ȱStatedȱClerkȱȱȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱOrthodoxȱPresbyterianȱChurch,ȱJackȱSawyerȱȱ

ȱReformedȱPresbyterianȱChurchȱinȱNorthȱAmerica,ȱBruceȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱParnellȱȱ
ȱ

JustenȱJohnȱwasȱintroducedȱbyȱFrankȱvanȱDalen.ȱȱMr.ȱJohnȱ
broughtȱgreetingsȱfromȱtheȱAssociateȱReformedȱPresbyterianȱ
SynodȱofȱPakistanȱasȱwellȱasȱanȱupdateȱonȱourȱdenationalizedȱ
schoolsȱthere.ȱMr.ȱJohnȱpresentedȱtheȱfollowingȱletter:ȱ
ȱ

Mayȱ2012ȱUpdateȱ
TheȱGeneralȱSynodȱofȱtheȱARPȱChurch,ȱPakistanȱfeelsȱgreatȱjoyȱinȱhavȬ

ingȱthisȱopportunityȱtoȱinteractȱwithȱtheȱARPȱSynodȱofȱtheȱUnitedȱStatesȱatȱ
itsȱannualȱmeeting.ȱȱOurȱrelationshipȱwithȱeachȱotherȱisȱmoreȱthanȱaȱhundredȱ
yearsȱold.ȱȱWeȱacknowledgeȱandȱconsiderȱtheȱUSȱSynodȱasȱtheȱmotherȱChurchȱ
ofȱtheȱARPȱChurch,ȱPakistan.ȱȱGodȱgaveȱusȱbirthȱthroughȱyou.ȱȱ

WeȱcanȱneverȱforgetȱtheȱpivotalȱroleȱUSȱmissionariesȱhaveȱplayedȱinȱourȱ
lifeȱthroughȱtheȱyears,ȱmenȱandȱwomenȱfaithfullyȱservingȱinȱdifferentȱcapaciȬ
ties.ȱȱWeȱespeciallyȱwantȱtoȱthankȱyouȱandȱshowȱappreciationȱforȱtheȱservicesȱ
ofȱRev.ȱGaryȱLetchworthȱforȱinitiatingȱtheȱdenationalizingȱofȱourȱschoolsȱȱandȱ
Dr.ȱRonȱBrunsonȱforȱservingȱtoȱpromoteȱtheȱChristianȱEducationȱMinistryȱofȱ
ourȱSynod.ȱȱWeȱpraiseȱGodȱforȱtheirȱmarvelousȱcontributions.ȱȱWorldȱWitnessȱ
indeedȱservesȱasȱaȱgoodȱchannelȱlinkingȱourȱSynodsȱandȱlaborsȱtogether.ȱȱWeȱ
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areȱgratefulȱforȱtheȱeffortsȱofȱWorldȱWitnessȱExecutiveȱDirector,ȱRev.ȱFrankȱ
vanȱDalen,ȱandȱFieldȱDirector,ȱMr.ȱAndrewȱHoward,ȱtoȱstrengthenȱtheseȱ
bonds.ȱȱYourȱphysical,ȱspiritual,ȱfinancialȱandȱmoralȱcooperationȱisȱenablingȱ
usȱtoȱseeȱtheȱdreamȱofȱanȱARPȱSchoolȱSystemȱbeginningȱtoȱcomeȱtrue.ȱȱ

Weȱalsoȱwantȱyouȱtoȱbeȱawareȱofȱourȱdesireȱtoȱplantȱnewȱchurchesȱhereȱinȱ
Pakistan.ȱȱOurȱSynodȱevenȱdreamsȱofȱaȱnewȱpresbyteryȱbeingȱestablishedȱinȱ
theȱLahoreȱregion.ȱȱLahoreȱisȱoneȱofȱtheȱmajorȱcitiesȱofȱourȱcountry.ȱȱOneȱ
churchȱisȱalreadyȱestablishedȱthereȱandȱhasȱhadȱregularȱworshipȱservicesȱforȱ
theȱlastȱfourȱyears.ȱȱWeȱwillȱsoonȱbeȱreadyȱtoȱstartȱtwoȱmoreȱchurchesȱandȱareȱ
consideringȱmoreȱopportunitiesȱasȱwell.ȱȱWeȱwantȱtoȱespeciallyȱthankȱRev.ȱ
vanȱDalenȱandȱRev.ȱLetchworth,ȱencouragingȱandȱassistingȱusȱinȱtheseȱ
dreams.ȱȱOurȱchurchȱplantsȱwillȱinitiallyȱrentȱspaceȱtoȱmeet,ȱbutȱweȱhopeȱthatȱ
asȱweȱmoveȱforwardȱpermanentȱhomesȱwillȱbeȱfoundȱandȱmanyȱwillȱbeȱreachedȱ
forȱChrist.ȱȱȱSo,ȱweȱaskȱthatȱyouȱpleaseȱrememberȱusȱinȱtheseȱprojects.ȱȱȱȱ

WeȱalsoȱwantȱtoȱgiveȱthanksȱforȱtheȱBarnabasȱMinistryȱandȱMT3ȱproȬ
jectsȱofȱWWȱbecauseȱtheyȱareȱveryȱhelpfulȱinȱdevelopingȱandȱpromotingȱourȱ
emergingȱleaders.ȱȱȱȱ

Followingȱ3ȱ1/2ȱyearsȱofȱunsuccessfulȱmeetings,ȱtheȱPakistanȱAnnualȱ
SynodȱfinallyȱmetȱonȱNovȱ10,ȱ2011.ȱȱButȱthereȱremainsȱtheȱneedȱforȱpeaceȱandȱ
harmonyȱinȱourȱSynod.ȱȱPleaseȱcontinueȱtoȱprayȱforȱus,ȱasȱtheȱneedsȱandȱminȬ
istryȱopportunitiesȱareȱgreat!ȱȱMayȱtheȱLordȱrichlyȱblessȱyou.ȱ
ȱ
SincerelyȱinȱChrist,ȱȱ
ȱ
ZeeshanȱSadiqȱȱ
SynodȱSecretaryȱȱ
ȱ

ȱTheȱSynodȱcontinuedȱconsiderationȱofȱtheȱreportȱofȱtheȱ
SpecialȱCommitteeȱtoȱOverseeȱARPȱWomenȇsȱMinistries.ȱRecȬ
ommendationȱ#1ȱwasȱnotȱadopted.ȱRecommendationsȱ#2ȱandȱ3ȱ
wereȱadopted.ȱȱ
ȱ

SPECIALȱCOMMITTEEȱTOȱȱ
OVERSEEȱARPȱWOMEN’SȱMINISTRIESȱ

ȱ

Atȱtheȱ205thȱmeetingȱofȱGeneralȱSynodȱ(Juneȱ2009),ȱtheȱModeratorȱ
wasȱdirectedȱtoȱformȱ“anȱadȱhocȱcommitteeȱtoȱaddressȱtheȱconcernsȱ
withȱregardȱtoȱclarificationȱofȱtheȱstatusȱofȱWomen’sȱMinistriesȱandȱ
considerationȱofȱrequestingȱWomen’sȱMinistriesȱsupportȱfromȱtheȱDeȬ
nominationalȱMinistryȱfunds.”ȱ(Minutes,ȱ2009,ȱ84Ȭ85)ȱ
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Theȱfollowingȱisȱaȱportionȱofȱremarksȱmadeȱbyȱ2009ȱARPȱ
Women’sȱMinistriesȱPresidentȱSueȱE.ȱRoberson.ȱTheȱremarksȱprovideȱ
contextȱforȱtheirȱrequest:ȱ

AtȱtheȱMarchȱExecutiveȱBoardȱmeetingȱforȱSynod,ȱwithȱtheȱ
advisementȱofȱExecutiveȱDirectorȱPaulȱBell,ȱIȱinvitedȱAdminȬ
istratorȱElizabethȱBurns,ȱandȱViceȱPresidentȱKathyȱBarron,ȱtoȱ
beȱintroducedȱtoȱtheȱBoardȱandȱtoȱsupportȱmeȱasȱIȱaskedȱtheȱ
BoardȱaȱveryȱimportantȱquestionȱconcerningȱtheȱARPȱ
Women’sȱMinistries.ȱȱTheȱquestionȱwas:ȱ“ExactlyȱWHOȱorȱ
WHATȱareȱweȱinȱtheȱeyesȱofȱSynod?ȱȱTheȱARPȱWomen’sȱ
MinistriesȱisȱanȱintegralȱpartȱofȱSynod,ȱbutȱ–ȱweȱareȱnotȱanȱ
Agency,ȱorȱaȱBoard,ȱnorȱaȱStandingȱCommittee.ȱȱSoȱthen,ȱ
whereȱdoȱwe,ȱasȱanȱorganization,ȱfitȱintoȱtheȱoverallȱorderȱofȱ
ourȱchurch?”ȱȱTheȱSynodȱBoardȱmembersȱveryȱgraciouslyȱ
tookȱourȱquestionsȱseriouslyȱandȱwillȱstudyȱthemȱtoȱhelpȱidenȬ
tifyȱexactlyȱ(hopefully)ȱhowȱSynodȱseesȱtheȱARPWM,ȱandȱ
howȱweȱcanȱworkȱtogetherȱforȱtheȱcontinuedȱgloryȱofȱGod.ȱ
(Minutes,ȱ2009,ȱ38)ȱ ȱ
ȱ
TheȱCommitteeȱwasȱformedȱinȱ2011ȱbyȱModeratorȱSteveȱMayeȱ

andȱmembershipȱincludes:ȱTheȱRev.ȱBryanȱCrottsȱ(Chairman)ȱȬȱChristȱ
Community,ȱNC;ȱMr.ȱPaulȱBellȱ(Advisory)ȱȬȱCentralȱServices;ȱȱMr.ȱ
PhillipȱMalphrusȱȬȱDevengerȱRoad,ȱSC;ȱMrs.ȱLauraȱNavarroȱ
(Secretary)ȱȬȱHuntersville,ȱNCȱȬȱPastȱPresidentȱofȱWM,ȱHuntersvilleȱ
andȱcurrentȱViceȱPresidentȱofȱPresbyterial;ȱMrs.ȱNancyȱMyersȱȬȱCoddleȱ
Creek,ȱNCȱȬȱSecretaryȱofȱWMȱatȱCoddleȱCreekȱChurch;ȱtheȱRev.ȱTimȱ
PhillipsȱȬȱMidlaneȱPark,ȱKY;ȱMr.ȱAlvinȱSellȱȬȱRedeemer,ȱSC;ȱtheȱRev.ȱ
JimȱMitchellȱȬȱSandyȱPlains,ȱNC.ȱȱ

TheȱSpecialȱCommitteeȱtoȱOverseeȱARPȱWomen’sȱMinistriesȱmetȱ
byȱtelephoneȱconferenceȱcallȱinȱMayȱ2011.ȱTheȱModeratorȱofȱtheȱ2011ȱ
GeneralȱSynodȱcontinuedȱtheȱcommittee.ȱOverȱtheȱsummer,ȱfallȱandȱ
winter,ȱvariousȱmembersȱofȱtheȱcommitteeȱconsultedȱaȱnumberȱofȱindiȬ
vidualsȱorȱgroupsȱrelatedȱtoȱtheȱmatterȱofȱfindingȱaȱsuitableȱlodgingȱ
placeȱinȱtheȱcurrentȱstructureȱofȱtheȱARPȱChurchȱforȱWomen’sȱMinisȬ
tries.ȱTheȱCommitteeȱmetȱbyȱtelephoneȱconferenceȱcallȱinȱMarchȱ2012.ȱ

Greatȱconsiderationȱwasȱgivenȱtoȱindividuals,ȱgroups,ȱgoverningȱ
documents,ȱvariousȱprecedentsȱandȱotherȱpertinentȱmatters.ȱTheȱfolȬ
lowingȱrecommendationsȱhaveȱshortȬtermȱandȱlongȬtermȱgoals.ȱTheȱ
longȬtermȱdesireȱofȱtheȱCommitteeȱisȱtoȱfindȱaȱsuitableȱlodgingȱplaceȱ
forȱWomen’sȱMinistriesȱthatȱwillȱallowȱthemȱtoȱfunctionȱasȱanȱeffectiveȱ
andȱefficientȱministryȱtoȱARPȱwomen.ȱWeȱareȱstudyingȱallȱpossibleȱ
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solutions.ȱWeȱhaveȱconsideredȱtheirȱplacementȱunderȱChristianȱEducaȬ
tionȱMinistries,ȱasȱwellȱasȱmakingȱthemȱtheirȱownȱagencyȱofȱtheȱARPȱ
Church.ȱAtȱthisȱpointȱinȱtime,ȱweȱdoȱnotȱyetȱknowȱwhatȱisȱtheȱwisestȱ
courseȱofȱactionȱandȱwillȱconsiderȱtheȱmatterȱfurtherȱoverȱtheȱnextȱ
year.ȱForȱnow,ȱweȱseeȱtemporaryȱlodgingȱwithȱCentralȱServicesȱasȱaȱ
necessaryȱstepȱforȱprovidingȱoversight.ȱOtherwise,ȱWomen’sȱMinisȬ
triesȱwillȱremainȱaȱseparateȱorganizationȱwithoutȱanȱofficialȱplaceȱinȱ
theȱstructureȱandȱgovernmentȱofȱtheȱARPȱChurch.ȱ

ȱ
Recommendations:ȱ
1.ȱȱThat,ȱasȱaȱshortȬtermȱsolution,ȱWomen’sȱMinistriesȱofȱtheȱARPCȱbeȱ

placedȱunderȱtheȱoversightȱofȱCentralȱServices.ȱ
2.ȱȱThat,ȱwhenȱnecessary,ȱtheȱExecutiveȱBoardȱofȱWomen’sȱMinistriesȱ

reportȱdirectlyȱtoȱtheȱExecutiveȱBoardȱofȱSynod.ȱ
3.ȱȱThatȱtheȱSpecialȱCommitteeȱtoȱOverseeȱARPȱWomen’sȱMinistriesȱbeȱ

continuedȱandȱreportȱtoȱtheȱ2013ȱGeneralȱSynodȱwithȱaȱlongȬtermȱ
solutionȱforȱhowȱWomen’sȱMinistriesȱofȱtheȱARPCȱcomesȱunderȱtheȱ
oversightȱofȱtheȱGeneralȱSynod.ȱ

ȱ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱȱȱRespectfullyȱsubmitted,ȱ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱȱBryanȱCrotts,ȱChairmanȱ
ȱ

DougȱPetersonȱpresentedȱtheȱReportȱofȱtheȱSpecialȱCommitȬ
teeȱonȱStrategicȱPlanning.ȱRecommendationsȱwereȱvotedȱonȱ
oneȱatȱaȱtime.ȱRecommendationsȱ#1Ȭ7ȱwereȱadopted.ȱRecomȬ
mendationȱ#8ȱwasȱamendedȱbyȱaddingȱtheȱwords,ȱ“andȱreportȱ
theirȱfindingsȱtoȱtheȱnextȱSynodȱmeetingȱforȱconsideration.”ȱȱ
Recommendationȱ#8ȱwasȱadoptedȱasȱamended.ȱRecommendaȬ
tionȱ#9ȱwasȱadopted.ȱ
 ȱ

REPORTȱOFȱTHEȱSPECIALȱCOMMITTEEȱONȱȱ
STRATEGICȱPLANNINGȱȱ

FROMȱPLANNINGȱTOȱACTIONȱ
ȱ
IntroductionȱandȱReviewȱ

TheȱSpecialȱCommitteeȱonȱStrategicȱPlanningȱCommitteeȱ(SPC)ȱ
wasȱestablishedȱinȱ2007ȱandȱchargedȱwithȱtheȱresponsibilityȱ“toȱevaluȬ
ateȱtheȱcurrentȱministriesȱofȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱinȱtheȱlightȱofȱtheȱpreȬ
sentȱandȱfutureȱchallengesȱfacingȱtheȱARPȱChurch,ȱandȱtoȱproposeȱaȱ
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strategicȱplanȱforȱtheȱfuture.”ȱȱDuringȱitsȱfirstȱtwoȱyears,ȱtheȱcommitteeȱ
examinedȱtheȱhistoryȱofȱtheȱARPȱChurchȱandȱtheȱculturalȱandȱtheoȬ
logicalȱchallengesȱitȱfaces.ȱȱHowever,ȱtheȱevaluationȱofȱourȱministries/

agenciesȱ(hereafter,ȱtheseȱtermsȱusedȱinterchangeably)ȱinȱlightȱofȱthoseȱ
challengesȱrequiredȱtheȱidentificationȱofȱaȱstandardȱforȱmakingȱsuchȱanȱ
evaluation,ȱaȱstandardȱbasedȱonȱtheȱScripturesȱandȱinȱharmonyȱwithȱ
ourȱconfessionalȱstandards.ȱȱInitially,ȱtwoȱprominentȱcoreȱvaluesȱwereȱ
identifiedȱfromȱtheȱoriginȱofȱtheȱARPȱChurchȱwhichȱremainȱimportantȱ
forȱtheȱchurchȱinȱourȱtime,ȱnamely,ȱtheȱfreeȱofferȱofȱtheȱgospelȱandȱtheȱ
LordshipȱofȱJesusȱChrist.ȱȱAfterȱbeingȱreportedȱtoȱtheȱSynodȱinȱ2010ȱ
theseȱcoreȱvaluesȱwereȱfeaturedȱinȱtheȱannualȱemphasesȱofȱSynodȱforȱ
2011Ȭ2013ȱasȱwellȱasȱinȱinitiativesȱbyȱourȱcongregationsȱandȱministries.ȱ

Asȱtheȱcommitteeȱcontinuedȱitsȱwork,ȱitȱbecameȱclearȱthat,ȱasȱimȬ
portantȱasȱtheyȱare,ȱtheȱtwoȱcoreȱvaluesȱofȱtheȱfreeȱofferȱofȱtheȱgospelȱ
andȱtheȱLordshipȱofȱJesusȱChristȱdoȱnotȱprovideȱsufficientȱspecificityȱ
forȱevaluatingȱallȱtheȱministries/agenciesȱofȱSynod.ȱȱAdditionally,ȱ
therefore,ȱtheȱcommitteeȱproposedȱtoȱtheȱ2011ȱGeneralȱSynodȱaȱnewȱ
visionȱstatement,ȱthreeȱministryȱcriteria,ȱandȱfiveȱemphasesȱforȱuseȱinȱ
makingȱevaluationsȱandȱdevelopingȱaȱstrategicȱplanȱforȱtheȱdenominaȬ
tion.ȱ(SeeȱtheȱAppendicesȱtoȱthisȱreport.)ȱȱTheȱ2011ȱGeneralȱSynodȱreȬ
ceivedȱthisȱproposalȱwithȱfavorȱandȱcommendedȱtheȱvision,ȱministryȱ
criteriaȱandȱemphasesȱtoȱtheȱpresbyteriesȱandȱcongregationsȱofȱtheȱ
ARPCȱ“forȱcarefulȱconsiderationȱasȱtoȱhowȱeachȱofȱusȱcanȱhelpȱ
strengthenȱtheȱministriesȱofȱtheȱChurch.”ȱȱTheȱSynodȱalsoȱinstructedȱ
theȱboardsȱandȱagenciesȱofȱtheȱARPCȱ“toȱgiveȱcarefulȱconsiderationȱtoȱ
theȱVision,ȱministryȱcriteriaȱandȱfiveȱemphasesȱoutlinedȱinȱthisȱReport,ȱ
andȱthatȱrepresentativesȱofȱtheseȱBoardsȱandȱAgenciesȱprovideȱaȱdeȬ
tailedȱwrittenȱreportȱtoȱtheȱSPCȱasȱaȱbasisȱforȱfurtherȱdiscussionȱasȱtoȱ
howȱtheirȱministryȱisȱconsistentȱwithȱandȱcanȱworkȱtoȱfurtherȱtheseȱ
goals.”ȱ

Aȱpersistentȱconcernȱofȱtheȱcommitteeȱhasȱbeenȱtoȱdiscoverȱhowȱ
aȱstrategicȱplanȱforȱtheȱdenominationȱmightȱbeȱeffectivelyȱimpleȬ
mented.ȱȱFarȱtooȱmanyȱcommitteeȱreportsȱareȱsimplyȱapprovedȱandȱ
publishedȱinȱtheȱMinutesȱofȱtheȱGeneralȱSynod,ȱonlyȱtoȱbeȱforgottenȱ
thereafter.ȱȱToȱassistȱusȱinȱtheȱprocess,ȱweȱengagedȱtheȱservicesȱDr.ȱ
BillyȱBrowning,ȱaȱleadingȱconsultantȱonȱorganizationalȱeffectivenessȱ
andȱaȱcommittedȱChristian.ȱȱHeȱwasȱreferredȱtoȱusȱbyȱtheȱPCA’sȱMisȬ
sionȱtoȱtheȱWorldȱandȱisȱcontributingȱhisȱservicesȱtoȱusȱfreeȱofȱcharge.ȱȱ
Dr.ȱBrowningȱhasȱprovidedȱusȱwithȱinvaluableȱassistanceȱinȱhelpingȱusȱ
toȱunderstandȱ(a)ȱtheȱimportanceȱofȱgivingȱtheȱpartiesȱtoȱbeȱassessedȱ
anȱopportunityȱtoȱparticipateȱinȱdevelopingȱtheȱcriteriaȱforȱassessmentȱ



482ȱ MINUTESȱOFȱSYNODȱ ȱ

 

andȱ(b)ȱtheȱneedȱforȱinitiatingȱaȱstrategicȱplanningȱprocessȱwhichȱwillȱ
engageȱtheȱcongregationsȱandȱpresbyteriesȱthatȱformȱtheȱARPCȱasȱwellȱ
asȱtheȱministries/agenciesȱthatȱserveȱtheȱChurchȱinȱanȱongoing,ȱmutuȬ
allyȬsupportiveȱcollaborationȱtoȱimplementȱtheȱmissionȱofȱtheȱchurch.ȱ

Inȱtheȱfallȱofȱ2011,ȱrepresentativesȱofȱtheȱSPCȱmetȱwithȱdirectorsȱ
andȱboardȱmembersȱofȱourȱSynodȱministriesȱtoȱinitiateȱcollaborationȱ
betweenȱtheȱcommitteeȱandȱtheȱministriesȱinȱpreparingȱtheȱreportsȱ
requiredȱbyȱtheȱ2011ȱSynod.ȱȱThisȱmeetingȱresultedȱinȱfurtherȱcollaboȬ
rationȱamongȱtheȱministryȱleadersȱandȱproduced,ȱamongȱotherȱthings,ȱ
theȱfollowingȱrecommendationȱforȱaȱsixthȱemphasisȱtoȱbeȱaddedȱtoȱ
thoseȱinȱtheȱ2011ȱInterimȱReportȱofȱtheȱSPC:ȱ
ȱ

6.ȱMobilizationȱforȱWorldȱMissionsȱ
Becauseȱweȱareȱcommittedȱtoȱ“proclaimingȱjoyfullyȱtheȱgospelȱofȱ
graceȱfreelyȱtoȱall;ȱmakingȱdisciplesȱamongȱtheȱnations”ȱandȱacȬ
complishingȱGod’sȱpurposesȱinȱGod’sȱway,ȱweȱmustȱbeȱcommittedȱ
asȱaȱchurchȱtoȱpouringȱlivesȱandȱresourcesȱintoȱtheȱadvanceȱofȱ
God’sȱkingdomȱforȱtheȱsakeȱofȱhisȱglory.ȱȱWeȱassertȱthatȱtheȱmisȬ
sionȱofȱtheȱchurchȱisȱnotȱmerelyȱtheȱprovinceȱofȱprofessionalsȱandȱ
aȱfewȱenthusiasts,ȱbutȱratherȱtheȱsacredȱprivilegeȱandȱresponsibilȬ
ityȱofȱtheȱwholeȱbodyȱofȱChristȱworkingȱtogetherȱaccordingȱtoȱhisȱ
call,ȱgiftingȱandȱleading.ȱȱWeȱfurtherȱassertȱthatȱtheȱgospelȱisȱnotȱ
merelyȱtheȱmeansȱbyȱwhichȱweȱreceiveȱredemptionȱfromȱGod.ȱȱ
Rather,ȱitȱisȱalsoȱtheȱmeansȱbyȱwhichȱGodȱhasȱrevealedȱhisȱgloryȱ
toȱusȱinȱourȱLordȱJesusȱChrist,ȱandȱasȱweȱgatherȱtheȱelectȱfromȱallȱ
nationsȱthroughȱcarryingȱoutȱtheȱGreatȱCommission,ȱitȱbecomesȱaȱ
greatȱmeansȱbyȱwhichȱweȱbringȱpraise,ȱgloryȱandȱhonorȱtoȱhimȱ
whoȱlovedȱusȱandȱgaveȱhimselfȱforȱus.ȱȱWeȱbelieveȱthatȱtheȱchurchȱ
existsȱbyȱmissionȱasȱfireȱexistsȱbyȱburning,ȱandȱanyȱfireȱthatȱisȱ
spreadingȱisȱnotȱgoingȱout.ȱ

ȱ
TheȱSPCȱarrangedȱforȱourȱconsultantȱtoȱmeetȱwithȱtheȱministryȱ

leadersȱinȱJanuaryȱ2012ȱandȱreportȱhisȱfindingsȱtoȱtheȱcommittee,ȱandȱ
thisȱledȱtoȱModeratorȱPutnamȱarrangingȱaȱjointȱmeetingȱinvolvingȱtheȱ
SPC,ȱdirectorsȱandȱboardȱmembersȱofȱSynod’sȱministries,ȱandȱtheȱExȬ
ecutiveȱBoardȱofȱSynodȱinȱMarchȱ2012.ȱȱInȱeachȱofȱtheseȱmeetings,ȱtheȱ
committeeȱwitnessedȱaȱdesireȱforȱincreasedȱcooperationȱamongȱtheȱ
variousȱstakeholdersȱofȱtheȱARPC,ȱbutȱinȱorderȱtoȱachieveȱthisȱinȬ
creasedȱcooperation,ȱcertainȱchallengesȱmustȱbeȱaddressed.ȱ
ȱ
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Challengesȱ
1.ȱ Culture.ȱȱȱ

TheȱARPȱChurchȱisȱnotȱimmuneȱfromȱtheȱcultureȱinȱwhichȱitȱexȬ
ists.ȱȱTheȱchurchȱasȱanȱinstitutionȱisȱincreasinglyȱmarginalizedȱinȱ
westernȱculture.ȱȱTheȱeconomicȱcrisisȱhasȱaddedȱtoȱtheȱalreadyȱ
growingȱquestionsȱaboutȱtheȱvalueȱofȱmaintainingȱtraditionalȱorȬ
ganizationsȱforȱtheirȱownȱsake.ȱȱBiblicalȱilliteracy,ȱtheologicalȱconȬ
fusionȱandȱmoralȱdecayȱeatȱatȱtheȱfabricȱofȱtheȱchurchȱfromȱwithin.ȱȱ
Theȱsymptomsȱofȱinstitutionalȱdiseaseȱ–ȱlackȱofȱvision,ȱineffectiveȱ
leadership,ȱdecliningȱnumbers,ȱacceptanceȱofȱmediocrity,ȱcyniȬ
cismȱaboutȱtheȱfuture,ȱblameȬshifting,ȱandȱconflictȱoverȱcontrolȱ–ȱ
areȱpresentȱinȱtheȱARPȱChurch.ȱȱIfȱweȱareȱgoingȱtoȱhaveȱaȱcredibleȱ
standardȱforȱevaluatingȱourȱministriesȱandȱaȱsoundȱbasisȱforȱstraȬ
tegicȱplanning;ȱthenȱtheȱfaultȬfindingȱ“they”ȱmustȱbeȱreplacedȱ
withȱtheȱaccountabilityȬacceptingȱ“we.”ȱȱTheȱSPCȱhasȱbeenȱenȬ
couragedȱbyȱwitnessing,ȱamongȱthoseȱwithȱwhomȱweȱhaveȱmet,ȱaȱ
newȱspiritȱofȱrepentanceȱandȱanȱincreasedȱzealȱforȱbeingȱcoȬ
workersȱwithȱGodȱinȱproclaimingȱandȱlivingȱoutȱtheȱfreeȱofferȱofȱ
theȱgospelȱandȱtheȱLordshipȱofȱJesusȱChrist,ȱandȱweȱbelieveȱthatȱaȱ
strategicȱprocessȱratherȱthanȱaȱfixedȱplanȱisȱbetterȱsuitedȱtoȱenȬ
couragingȱtheȱgrowthȱofȱsuchȱhopefulȱdevelopments.ȱ

2.ȱȱȱȱȱGovernance.ȱ
AlthoughȱtheȱoriginalȱchargeȱtoȱtheȱSPCȱfocusedȱonȱtheȱministriesȱ
ofȱSynod,ȱitȱhasȱbecomeȱincreasinglyȱclearȱthatȱanȱeffectiveȱstrateȬ
gicȱplanningȱprocessȱmustȱencompassȱtheȱwholeȱARPȱChurch,ȱnotȱ
justȱtheȱboardsȱandȱagencies.ȱȱWeȱcannotȱfixȱwhatȱisȱwrongȱwithȱ
theȱARPȱChurchȱbyȱfixingȱtheȱagencies.ȱȱTheȱministriesȱandȱtheȱ
congregationsȱneedȱeachȱotherȱandȱmustȱbeȱengagedȱinȱmutuallyȬ
supportiveȱrelationships.ȱȱTheseȱrelationshipsȱrequireȱbothȱaȱ
sharedȱvisionȱforȱministryȱandȱaccountabilityȱforȱimplementingȱ
thatȱvision,ȱandȱthereinȱliesȱtheȱchallenge.ȱȱWhileȱtheȱSynodȱhasȱ
theȱpowerȱtoȱrequireȱaccountabilityȱfromȱtheȱministriesȱbyȱsettingȱ
policies,ȱapprovingȱbudgetsȱandȱelectingȱboardȱandȱcommitteeȱ
members,ȱitȱhasȱnoȱsimilarȱpowersȱtoȱrequireȱaccountabilityȱforȱ
supportingȱthoseȱministriesȱfromȱtheȱpresbyteriesȱandȱcongregaȬ
tions.ȱȱEvenȱifȱaȱnewȱstrategicȱplanȱwasȱadopted,ȱourȱsystemȱofȱ
governanceȱdoesȱnotȱprovideȱaȱstructureȱforȱtimelyȱenforcementȱ
ofȱimplementationȱwhichȱencompassesȱtheȱwholeȱchurch.ȱȱOurȱ
moderatorsȱareȱneitherȱpresidentsȱnorȱpopes.ȱȱOnlyȱtheȱGeneralȱ
Synod,ȱwhenȱitȱisȱinȱsession,ȱandȱtheȱExecutiveȱBoardȱofȱSynod,ȱinȱ
specifiedȱsituations,ȱhaveȱtheȱpowerȱtoȱtakeȱactionȱforȱtheȱGeneralȱ
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Synod.ȱȱAsȱaȱresult,ȱonceȱSynodȱadjourns,ȱtheȱboardsȱandȱagenciesȱ
areȱlargelyȱleftȱtoȱfendȱforȱthemselvesȱwhileȱtheȱcongregationsȱ
primarilyȱfocusȱonȱtheirȱownȱconcerns.ȱȱTheȱSynodȱhasȱresistedȱ
effortsȱtoȱconcentrateȱpowerȱatȱtheȱSynodȱlevel,ȱbutȱthisȱmeansȱ
thatȱsomeȱotherȱwayȱmustȱbeȱfoundȱtoȱachieveȱaȱsenseȱofȱaccountȬ
abilityȱforȱimplementingȱtheȱmissionȱofȱtheȱARPȱChurchȱbyȱbothȱ
ourȱministriesȱandȱourȱcongregations.ȱȱTheȱSPCȱbelievesȱthatȱanȱ
active,ȱprayerful,ȱSpiritȬledȱconstancyȱofȱpurposeȱinȱfulfillingȱaȱ
GodȬgiven,ȱmutuallyȬacceptedȱmission,ȱfacilitatedȱbyȱaȱprocessȱ
forȱongoingȱcollaborationȱamongȱtheȱpresbyteries,ȱcongregaȬ
tions,ȱandȱministriesȱofȱtheȱSynod,ȱisȱtheȱkeyȱtoȱachievingȱsuchȱaȱ
sharedȱsenseȱofȱaccountability.ȱ

3.ȱȱȱȱȱMission.ȱ
InȱorderȱtoȱserveȱasȱanȱeffectiveȱrallyingȱpointȱforȱtheȱARPȱ
Church,ȱourȱmissionȱmustȱbeȱChristȬcentered,ȱclear,ȱcohesive,ȱandȱ
compelling.ȱȱTheȱARPȱChurchȱalreadyȱhasȱsuchȱaȱmission.ȱȱInȱourȱ
2011ȱInterimȱReport,ȱtheȱSPCȱreferredȱtoȱChaptersȱI.A.ȱandȱI.B.ȱofȱ
theȱFormȱofȱGovernmentȱinȱdescribingȱwhoȱweȱareȱasȱaȱchurch.ȱȱWeȱ
identifiedȱourselvesȱasȱaȱbranchȱofȱtheȱ“oneȱchurchȱofȱtheȱLordȱ
JesusȱChristȱthroughoutȱtheȱworld.”ȱȱHowever,ȱweȱdidȱnotȱreferȱtoȱ
ChapterȱI.C.,ȱandȱitȱwasȱnotȱuntilȱweȱbeganȱtoȱconsiderȱtheȱcriticalȱ
importanceȱofȱmissionȱtoȱevaluationȱandȱstrategicȱplanningȱthatȱ
weȱtookȱnoteȱofȱit.ȱȱȱ
Hereȱisȱwhatȱitȱsays:ȱ

ȱ
ȱ C.ȱMISSIONȱANDȱMESSAGEȱOFȱTHEȱCHURCHȱ

1.ȱTheȱmissionȱofȱtheȱChurchȱisȱaȱmissionȱofȱ
witnessȱandȱministry.ȱChristȱcalledȱtheȱ
peopleȱofȱtheȱChurchȱ“witnesses.”ȱȱPaulȱ
sawȱGodȱasȱgivingȱgiftsȱtoȱequipȱtheȱ
Church’sȱpeopleȱforȱtheȱworkȱofȱministry.ȱ

2.ȱAllȱthatȱtheȱChurchȱsaysȱandȱdoesȱisȱtoȱbeȱaȱ
witnessȱtoȱJesusȱChrist,ȱGod’sȱlivingȱ
Word,ȱasȱHeȱisȱspokenȱofȱinȱtheȱHolyȱ
Scriptures,ȱGod’sȱwrittenȱWord.ȱȱGodȱhasȱ
sentȱHisȱChurchȱintoȱtheȱworldȱthatȱtheȱ
ChurchȱwillȱpresentȱJesusȱChristȱthroughȱ
preaching,ȱwitnessing,ȱteaching,ȱsacraȬ
ment,ȱworshipȱandȱbothȱindividualȱandȱ
corporateȱChristianȱlivingȱandȱaction.ȱȱAllȱ
ofȱtheȱChurch’sȱpeopleȱinȱeveryȱphaseȱofȱ
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theirȱlivingȱareȱtoȱbeȱGod’sȱministersȱtoȱtheȱ
worldȱbyȱbeingȱservantsȱofȱHisȱson,ȱtheȱ
KingȱofȱtheȱChurch.ȱ

3.ȱGodȱtheȱFatherȱhasȱgivenȱtheȱHolyȱSpiritȱ
throughȱChristȱtoȱtheȱworldȱtoȱrevealȱandȱ
makeȱtheȱministryȱofȱtheȱChurchȱeffective.ȱ

4.ȱTheȱmessageȱofȱtheȱChurch’sȱministryȱisȱtheȱ
ministryȱofȱreconciliation.ȱȱThroughȱtheȱ
varietiesȱofȱitsȱministry,ȱtheȱChurchȱisȱtoȱ
bearȱwitnessȱthatȱ“…GodȱwasȱinȱChristȱ
reconcilingȱtheȱworldȱtoȱhimself…”ȱ(2ȱ
Corinthiansȱ5:19)ȱtoȱtheȱendȱthatȱallȱpeopleȱ
mightȱbeȱreconciledȱtoȱGodȱandȱtoȱoneȱ
another.ȱ

ȱ
Thereȱareȱaȱnumberȱofȱthingsȱthatȱcanȱbeȱsaidȱaboutȱthisȱstatementȱ
ofȱmissionȱandȱmessage.ȱȱItȱclearlyȱpointsȱtoȱtheȱsupremacyȱofȱ
Christȱandȱtheȱcentralityȱofȱtheȱgospel,ȱbutȱitȱdoesȱnotȱengageȱinȱaȱ
reductionisticȱ“gospelȬonly”ȱdefinitionȱofȱtheȱmission.ȱȱParagraphȱ
2ȱmakesȱitȱclearȱthatȱtheȱmissionȱandȱmessageȱareȱnotȱjustȱaȱmatterȱ
ofȱtheȱcontentȱofȱourȱconfession,ȱbutȱtheȱcontentȱofȱourȱcharacterȱ
andȱtheȱcharacterȱofȱourȱconduct.ȱȱTheȱrepeatedȱuseȱofȱtheȱwordsȱ
“all”ȱandȱ“every”ȱspeakȱtoȱtheȱallȬencompassingȱnatureȱofȱtheȱ
missionȱandȱmessage.ȱȱItȱmayȱveryȱwellȱbeȱtrueȱthatȱtheȱmissionȱ
andȱmessageȱofȱtheȱARPȱChurchȱinvolvesȱmoreȱthanȱwhatȱisȱlistedȱ
inȱChapterȱI.C.,ȱbutȱitȱcanȱhardlyȱbeȱsaidȱtoȱinvolveȱanythingȱless.ȱȱ
ChapterȱI.C.ȱcanȱalsoȱbeȱfaultedȱforȱbeingȱtooȱwordyȱtoȱbeȱmemoȬ
rable,ȱandȱdiscussionsȱatȱourȱjointȱmeetingȱinȱMarchȱ2012ȱspokeȱtoȱ
theȱneedȱforȱsomeȱbrieferȱstatementȱtoȱcaptureȱtheȱessenceȱofȱtheȱ
mission.ȱȱHowever,ȱwhatȱweȱhaveȱnowȱinȱtheȱChapterȱI.C.ȱinȱtheȱ
FormȱofȱGovernmentȱisȱaȱcrucialȱpartȱofȱwhatȱministers,ȱelders,ȱandȱ
deaconsȱaffirmȱtoȱacceptȱinȱtheirȱordinationȱvows.ȱȱTheȱSPCȱbeȬ
lievesȱthatȱtheȱintegrityȱofȱtheȱARPȱChurchȱrequiresȱthatȱweȱeitherȱ
affirmȱourȱcommitmentȱtoȱimplementingȱtheȱ“missionȱandȱmesȬ
sage”ȱdescribedȱinȱChapterȱI.C.ȱorȱreplaceȱitȱwithȱsomethingȱweȱ
canȱaffirm.ȱ

4.ȱȱȱȱȱKeepingȱtheȱVision.ȱ
Overȱtheȱlastȱ25ȱyearsȱorȱmore,ȱthereȱseemsȱtoȱhaveȱbeenȱaȱpersisȬ
tentȱsenseȱthatȱtheȱARPȱChurchȱmustȱcomeȱtogetherȱinȱaȱmoreȱ
unifiedȱandȱcooperativeȱwayȱifȱitȱisȱtoȱfulfillȱitsȱmissionȱandȱcallȬ
ing.ȱȱAȱnumberȱofȱsignificantȱeffortsȱhaveȱbeenȱmadeȱtowardȱthis.ȱ
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Weȱhaveȱattemptedȱseveralȱreorganizationsȱandȱforȱsomeȱyearsȱ
hadȱaȱCoordinatorȱinȱanȱeffortȱtoȱunifyȱtheȱworkȱofȱourȱvariousȱ
boards,ȱcommittees,ȱandȱagencies.ȱStillȱsensingȱthatȱweȱwereȱfalȬ
lingȱshort,ȱaȱVisionȱcommitteeȱwasȱappointedȱinȱ2005ȱtoȱprovideȱaȱ
unifyingȱvisionȱforȱtheȱworkȱofȱtheȱARPȱChurchȱinȱallȱitsȱminisȬ
tries.ȱȱInȱ2007ȱthatȱcommitteeȱrecommendedȱtheȱappointmentȱofȱaȱ
StrategicȱPlanningȱCommitteeȱtoȱdevelopȱaȱplanȱforȱtheȱchurchȱ
thatȱwouldȱcarryȱusȱintoȱtheȱfuture.ȱAsȱthisȱcommitteeȱhasȱwresȬ
tledȱwithȱthisȱresponsibility,ȱweȱhaveȱconcludedȱthatȱtheȱplanȱ
weȱneedȱisȱnotȱoneȱdevelopedȱbyȱaȱsingleȱcommitteeȱforȱtheȱ
wholeȱchurch,ȱbutȱaȱplanȱthatȱemergesȱfromȱtheȱchurchȱasȱeachȱ
ofȱtheȱchurch’sȱpartsȱengagesȱinȱmissionȱandȱcooperativeȱworksȱ
withȱtheȱotherȱparts.ȱȱTheȱworkȱofȱtheȱGeneralȱSynod,ȱthroughȱitsȱ
boards,ȱcommittees,ȱandȱagencies,ȱcannotȱgoȱforwardȱwithoutȱtheȱ
activeȱsupportȱofȱourȱcongregationsȱandȱpresbyteries.ȱȱWorkingȱ
forȱaȱcommonȱmissionȱinȱcooperativeȱwaysȱwillȱrequireȱmoreȱthanȱ
theȱdevelopmentȱofȱaȱplanȱwhichȱisȱapprovedȱbyȱSynod.ȱȱThereȱ
willȱhaveȱtoȱbeȱonȬgoingȱworkȱtoȱrefineȱourȱplansȱandȱcoordinateȱ
ourȱlabors.ȱȱYourȱcommitteeȱbelieves,ȱtherefore,ȱthatȱonȬgoingȱ
responsibilityȱforȱkeepingȱtheȱvisionȱmustȱbeȱvestedȱinȱanȱentityȱ
thatȱisȱinȱtouchȱwithȱallȱpartsȱofȱourȱchurchȱandȱhasȱtheȱresponsiȬ
bilityȱforȱencouragingȱandȱfacilitatingȱtheȱwork.ȱȱSuchȱanȱentityȱ
alreadyȱexistsȱamongȱus,ȱtheȱExecutiveȱBoardȱofȱSynod.ȱȱItsȱstatedȱ
authorityȱinȱtheȱManualȱofȱAuthoritiesȱandȱDutiesȱincludesȱtheȱfolȬ
lowingȱ(p.ȱ14,ȱAuthority):ȱ

ȱ
TheȱExecutiveȱBoardȱofȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱisȱtheȱ
agencyȱempoweredȱtoȱcarryȱoutȱtheȱworkȱofȱtheȱ
GeneralȱSynodȱinȱtheȱinterimȱperiodȱbetweenȱmeetȬ
ingsȱofȱSynod,ȱandȱisȱtheȱagencyȱresponsibleȱforȱ
presentingȱtoȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱorganizationalȱ
andȱadministrationȱchangesȱtoȱenhanceȱtheȱcapabilityȱȱ
ofȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱtoȱfulfillȱitsȱprimaryȱresponsibilityȱȱ
(FormȱofȱGovernment,ȱChapterȱXIII,B.1).ȱ

ȱ
AmongȱtheȱspecificȱdutiesȱassignedȱtoȱtheȱExecutiveȱBoardȱareȱtheȱ

followingȱ(p.ȱ14,ȱDuties):ȱ
ȱ

2.ȱ ToȱimplementȱallȱdirectivesȱofȱSynodȱnotȱspecificallyȱ
assignedȱtoȱanotherȱboardȱorȱcommittee.ȱ

3.ȱ ToȱcoordinateȱtheȱtotalȱworkȱofȱtheȱGeneralȱSynod.ȱ
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4.ȱ ToȱsuperviseȱtheȱOfficeȱofȱCentralȱServicesȱand,ȱthroughȱ
it,ȱtoȱprovideȱadministrativeȱsupportȱforȱallȱboards,ȱcomȬ
mittees,ȱandȱoperatingȱagenciesȱofȱtheȱGeneralȱSynod.ȱ

5.ȱ ToȱpromoteȱtheȱworkȱofȱGeneralȱSynod.ȱ
ȱ

ItȱisȱtheȱExecutiveȱBoardȱofȱSynodȱthatȱisȱempoweredȱandȱposiȬ
tionedȱinȱtheȱlifeȱofȱtheȱARPȱChurchȱtoȱkeepȱtheȱvisionȱandȱmissionȱofȱ
theȱchurch.ȱȱTheȱSPCȱhasȱaȱnumberȱofȱideasȱtoȱpresentȱtoȱtheȱExecutiveȱ
Boardȱonȱhowȱtheȱboardȱmightȱfunctionȱtoȱfacilitateȱandȱimplementȱanȱ
ongoingȱstrategicȱplanningȱprocessȱwithinȱtheȱchurch,ȱengagingȱallȱitsȱ
parts.ȱȱTheȱSPCȱisȱthereforeȱrequestingȱoneȱmoreȱyearȱtoȱcompleteȱitsȱ
work,ȱwhichȱwillȱbeȱspentȱinȱdialogueȱwithȱtheȱExecutiveȱBoardȱonȱ
howȱtheȱmissionȱofȱtheȱARPȱChurchȱmightȱbeȱmoreȱeffectivelyȱcomȬ
municated,ȱsupported,ȱandȱaccomplished.ȱ
ȱ
Recommendations:ȱ
1.ȱȱThatȱtheȱ2012ȱmeetingȱofȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱreaffirmȱitsȱcommitȬ

mentȱtoȱimplementingȱtheȱMissionȱandȱMessageȱofȱtheȱChurchȱasȱ
setȱforthȱinȱChapterȱI.C.ȱofȱtheȱFormȱofȱGovernmentȱ(FOG).ȱ

2.ȱȱThatȱaȱnewȱparagraph,ȱ“6.ȱMobilizationȱforȱWorldȱMissions,”ȱbeȱ
approvedȱandȱaddedȱtoȱtheȱlistȱofȱEmphasesȱapprovedȱbyȱtheȱ2011ȱ
GeneralȱSynod.ȱ

3.ȱȱȱThat,ȱinȱlieuȱofȱaȱfixedȱstrategicȱplan,ȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱapproveȱ
theȱconceptȱofȱinstitutingȱaȱstrategicȱprocessȱinvolvingȱtheȱongoingȱ
mutuallyȬsupportiveȱcollaborationȱamongȱtheȱcongregations,ȱpresȬ
byteries,ȱandȱministries/agenciesȱofȱtheȱARPȱChurchȱandȱtheȱacȬ
countabilityȱofȱpresbyteries,ȱcongregations,ȱandȱministriesȱforȱimȬ
plementingȱtheȱMissionȱandȱMessageȱofȱtheȱChurchȱasȱsetȱforthȱinȱ
ChapterȱI.C.ȱofȱtheȱFOG.ȱ

4.ȱȱȱThatȱtheȱsessions,ȱpresbyteries,ȱandȱministries/agenciesȱofȱtheȱARPȱ
Churchȱevaluateȱtheirȱmissions,ȱplans,ȱandȱactivitiesȱforȱalignmentȱ
withȱtheȱMissionȱandȱMessageȱofȱtheȱARPȱChurchȱ(ChapterȱI.C.,ȱ
FOG)ȱasȱinformedȱbyȱtheȱVision,ȱministryȱcriteria,ȱandȱemphasesȱ
includedȱwithȱthisȱreport.ȱ

5.ȱȱȱThatȱtheȱministries/agenciesȱofȱtheȱARPȱChurchȱactivelyȱseekȱoutȱ
waysȱtoȱhelpȱenableȱandȱempowerȱtheȱpresbyteriesȱandȱcongregaȬ
tionsȱofȱtheȱChurchȱtoȱimplementȱtheȱMissionȱandȱMessageȱofȱtheȱ
Churchȱ(ChapterȱI.C.,ȱFOG).ȱ

6.ȱȱȱThatȱtheȱsessionsȱofȱtheȱARPȱChurchȱdevoteȱprayerȱonȱanȱatȱleastȱ
monthlyȱbasisȱtoȱtheȱMissionȱandȱMessageȱofȱtheȱARPȱChurchȱandȱ
seekȱmeansȱofȱcollaboratingȱwithȱotherȱpresbyteries,ȱcongregations,ȱ
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andȱministries/agenciesȱofȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱasȱwellȱasȱotherȱlikeȬ
mindedȱmembersȱofȱtheȱBodyȱofȱChristȱinȱimplementingȱtheȱMisȬ
sionȱandȱMessageȱofȱtheȱChurchȱ(ChapterȱI.C.,ȱFOG).ȱ

7.ȱȱȱThatȱfutureȱmoderatorsȱofȱtheȱARPȱChurchȱgiveȱseriousȱconsideraȬ
tionȱtoȱplanningȱtheirȱannualȱemphasesȱaroundȱunderstandingȱandȱ
implementingȱtheȱMissionȱandȱMessageȱofȱtheȱChurchȱ(Chapterȱ
I.C.,ȱFOG).ȱ

8.ȱȱȱThatȱtheȱmoderatorȱandȱtheȱExecutiveȱBoardȱofȱSynodȱcollaborateȱ
withȱtheȱSpecialȱCommitteeȱonȱStrategicȱPlanningȱinȱdevelopingȱaȱ
meansȱforȱfacilitating,ȱmonitoring,ȱandȱevaluatingȱprogressȱtowardȱ
theȱimplementationȱofȱtheȱMissionȱandȱMessageȱofȱtheȱChurchȱ
(ChapterȱI.C.,ȱFOG)ȱinȱorderȱtoȱprovideȱforȱcontinuityȱofȱfocusȱafterȱ
theȱSPCȱcompletesȱitsȱworkȱinȱ2013.ȱȱ

9.ȱȱȱThatȱtheȱSpecialȱCommitteeȱonȱStrategicȱPlanningȱbeȱcontinuedȱforȱ
oneȱmoreȱyear.ȱ

ȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱRespectfullyȱsubmitted,ȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱDouglasȱW.ȱPetersen,ȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱChairmanȱ

ȱ
APPENDICESȱ

ȱ
ITEMSȱFROMȱTHEȱ2011ȱREPORTȱOFȱTHEȱSPECIALȱCOMMITTEEȱ

ONȱSTRATEGICȱPLANNINGȱ
ȱ
VisionȱStatementȱ
ȱ AsȱsinnersȱbeingȱsavedȱbyȱtheȱmercyȱofȱGodȱinȱChristȱJesus,ȱAssociȬ
ateȱReformedȱPresbyteriansȱareȱcompelledȱbyȱHisȱgraceȱtoȱgiveȱgloryȱtoȱGodȱinȱ
worship,ȱlifeȱandȱwitness.ȱȱByȱtheȱpowerȱofȱtheȱHolyȱSpirit,ȱweȱaspireȱtoȱbeȱaȱ
peopleȱgatheredȱintoȱchurches,ȱwhoȱareȱlivingȱobedientlyȱtoȱtheȱwordȱofȱGod;ȱ
growingȱinȱtheȱgraceȱandȱknowledgeȱofȱourȱLordȱandȱSavior,ȱJesusȱChrist;ȱ
lovingȱoneȱanotherȱasȱChristȱhasȱlovedȱus;ȱproclaimingȱjoyfullyȱtheȱgospelȱofȱ
graceȱfreelyȱtoȱall;ȱmakingȱdisciplesȱamongȱallȱtheȱnations;ȱandȱworkingȱinȱ
unityȱwithȱallȱwhoȱcallȱuponȱtheȱnameȱofȱtheȱLordȱJesusȱChrist.ȱ
ȱ
CriteriaȱforȱStrategicȱPlanȱ
1.ȱȱItȱmustȱbeȱgospelȬcenteredȱandȱgospelȬdriven.ȱȱTheȱgoalȱofȱtheȱARPȱ

Churchȱandȱitsȱagenciesȱmustȱbeȱtheȱproclamation,ȱteaching,ȱandȱ
livingȱofȱtheȱgospel,ȱnotȱtheȱperpetuationȱofȱministryȱformsȱandȱ
structuresȱforȱtheirȱownȱsake.ȱ
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2.ȱȱȱItȱmustȱempowerȱtheȱpeopleȱofȱGodȱtoȱaccomplishȱGod’sȱpurposesȱinȱ
God’sȱway.ȱȱGospelȱministryȱmustȱbeȱdoneȱwithȱgospelȱmethods,ȱ
ratherȱthanȱbeȱusingȱtheȱweaponsȱofȱtheȱworldȱ(seeȱ2ȱCorinthiansȱ
10:3Ȭ5).ȱ

3.ȱȱȱItȱmustȱmarshalȱtheȱresourcesȱofȱtheȱchurchȱinȱaȱwiseȱandȱprudentȱmanȬ
nerȱsoȱthatȱopportunitiesȱforȱcooperationȱandȱsynergyȱareȱseized,ȱ
andȱsoȱthatȱtheȱGodȬgivenȱresourcesȱofȱtheȱchurchȱareȱnotȱwastedȱ
(seeȱMatthewȱ25:14Ȭ30).ȱ

ȱ
Emphasesȱ
1.ȱȱȱȱPowerfulȱGospelȬCenteredȱPreachingȱȬȱOurȱReformationȱheritageȱ

highlightedȱtheȱcentralityȱofȱpreachingȱforȱtheȱchurch.ȱȱMoreover,ȱ
thisȱisȱaȱgenuinelyȱbiblicalȱemphasisȱ(Romansȱ10:14Ȭ15;ȱ1ȱCorinȬ
thiansȱ1:21Ȭ25).ȱȱIndeedȱtheȱgreatȱperiodsȱofȱrevivalȱandȱreformȱinȱ
theȱchurchȱhaveȱinvariablyȱbeenȱaccompaniedȱbyȱtheȱpowerfulȱ
preachingȱofȱtheȱWordȱofȱGod.ȱȱToday,ȱhowever,ȱtheȱARPȱChurchȱ
isȱnotȱparticularlyȱknownȱforȱitsȱemphasisȱonȱtheȱpowerfulȱ
preachingȱofȱtheȱWord.ȱȱAsȱtheȱVisionȱCommitteeȱreportȱ(2007ȱ
MinutesȱofȱSynod,ȱp.ȱ19Ȭ25)ȱaptlyȱnoted,ȱ“ImpotentȱpulpitsȱproȬ
duceȱimpotentȱchurches.”ȱ

2.ȱȱȱȱChurchȱPlantingȱ–ȱTheȱNewȱTestamentȱchurchȱexpandedȱthroughȱ
theȱplantingȱofȱchurchesȱthroughoutȱtheȱMediterraneanȱworldȱasȱ
theȱApostlesȱwereȱobedientȱtoȱtheȱGreatȱCommission.ȱȱTodayȱtheȱ
ARPȱChurchȱhasȱaȱpreponderanceȱofȱsmall,ȱruralȱchurches.ȱȱSomeȱ
ofȱtheseȱcongregationsȱareȱunlikelyȱtoȱsurviveȱtheȱongoingȱshiftsȱ
inȱpopulationȱpatterns.ȱȱThatȱbeingȱsaid,ȱtheȱimpetusȱforȱchurchȱ
plantingȱmustȱcome,ȱnotȱfromȱaȱdesireȱtoȱperpetuateȱtheȱARPȱ
Churchȱforȱitsȱownȱsake,ȱbutȱratherȱfromȱtheȱrecognitionȱthatȱtheȱ
ARPȱChurchȱhasȱsomethingȱofȱgreatȱvalueȱtoȱofferȱtoȱtheȱworld,ȱ
fromȱtheȱfactȱthatȱtheȱgospelȱinvolvesȱtheȱextensionȱofȱtheȱchurch,ȱ
andȱthatȱtheȱNewȱTestamentȱmodelȱforȱthisȱextensionȱentailsȱtheȱ
plantingȱofȱchurches.ȱ

3.ȱȱȱȱChristianȱEducationȱȬȱWeȱliveȱinȱanȱageȱwhenȱmanyȱChristiansȱareȱ
woefullyȱignorantȱofȱtheȱBibleȱandȱofȱtheȱChristianȱtradition.ȱȱAsȱ
theȱVisionȱCommitteeȱreportȱnoted,ȱ“Aȱmajorȱfocusȱofȱtheȱchurchȱ
mustȱbeȱtheȱtrainingȱofȱpeopleȱinȱbiblicalȱknowledgeȱandȱChrisȬ
tianȱdoctrine.ȱȱAllȱBoards,ȱAgencies,ȱandȱCommitteesȱofȱtheȱ
ChurchȱonȱtheȱGeneralȱSynod,ȱPresbytery,ȱandȱCongregationalȱ
levelsȱshouldȱmakeȱitȱtheirȱfocusȱtoȱcommunicateȱandȱexemplifyȱaȱ
biblicalȱandȱReformedȱworldviewȱinȱtheirȱrespectiveȱwork.”ȱ
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4.ȱȱȱȱȱMultiȬGenerationalȱMinistryȱ–ȱMembershipȱtrendsȱandȱpatternsȱ
ofȱtheȱARPȱChurchȱinȱrecentȱdecadesȱsuggestȱthatȱaȱsignificantȱ
problemȱweȱfaceȱisȱtheȱlossȱofȱtheȱyoungerȱgenerations.ȱȱSomeȱofȱ
theseȱyoungerȱpeopleȱhaveȱgoneȱonȱtoȱbecomeȱvitalȱmembersȱofȱ
otherȱEvangelicalȱchurches.ȱȱSadly,ȱothersȱhaveȱnot.ȱȱAsȱtheȱVisionȱ
Committeeȱreportȱobserved,ȱ“AȱReformedȱecclesiologyȱembracesȱ
everyȱgeneration.ȱȱTheȱchurchȱisȱperhapsȱtheȱoneȱplaceȱwhereȱ
multipleȱgenerationsȱgatherȱonȱaȱregularȱbasis.ȱȱYetȱweȱareȱinȱdanȬ
gerȱofȱlosingȱaȱsignificantȱportionȱofȱtheȱyoungerȱgeneration.ȱȱTheȱ
ministryȱofȱtheȱARPȱChurchȱmustȱbeȱintentionallyȱmultiȬ
generationalȱasȱitȱseeksȱtoȱequipȱmatureȱadults,ȱyoungerȱadults,ȱ
adolescents,ȱandȱevenȱveryȱyoungȱchildrenȱwithȱinstructionȱinȱ
God’sȱWordȱandȱinȱChristianȱtruthȱthatȱisȱappropriateȱtoȱeveryȱ
ageȱgroup.ȱȱConferencesȱandȱeducationalȱmaterialsȱshouldȱemphaȬ
sizeȱtheȱrelevanceȱofȱtheȱGospelȱforȱallȱgenerations.”ȱ

5.ȱȱȱȱCulturallyȬResponsiveȱMinistryȱ–ȱWeȱliveȱandȱworkȱinȱaȱtimeȱofȱ
rapidȱandȱradicalȱculturalȱchange.ȱȱManyȱhaveȱrightlyȱarguedȱthatȱ
ourȱbroaderȱcultureȱhasȱenteredȱaȱ“postȬChristianȱage.”ȱȱThoughȱ
thisȱfactȱisȱsomewhatȱobscuredȱbyȱtheȱ“BibleȬbelt”ȱsensibilitiesȱ
evidentȱinȱtheȱcommunitiesȱwhereȱmanyȱARPȱcongregationsȱareȱ
located,ȱneverthelessȱweȱcanȱnoȱlongerȱassumeȱmuchȱculturalȱconȬ
gruenceȱbetweenȱtheȱchurchȱandȱtheȱworld,ȱandȱtheȱcultureȱofȱtheȱ
churchȱseemsȱincreasinglyȱstrangeȱandȱalienȱtoȱmanyȱinȱourȱcounȬ
try.ȱȱTheȱchallengeȱofȱbeingȱ“inȱtheȱworldȱbutȱnotȱofȱit”ȱhasȱneverȱ
beenȱsoȱgreatȱforȱAmericanȱChristians.ȱȱAsȱtheȱVisionȱCommitteeȱ
reportȱnoted,ȱ“TheȱARPȱChurch,ȱthroughȱitsȱeducationalȱminisȬ
tries,ȱshouldȱseekȱtoȱproduceȱdisciplesȱwhoȱareȱableȱtoȱcommuniȬ
cateȱtheȱtruthȱofȱtheȱGospelȱinȱbothȱtheȱcontextȱofȱtheȱchurchȱandȱ
inȱtheȱworld.”ȱȱAtȱtheȱsameȱtime,ȱoutȱresponseȱtoȱtheȱbroaderȱculȬ
tureȱmustȱbeȱdrivenȱbyȱbiblicalȱprinciple.ȱȱWeȱmustȱequipȱtheȱ
saintsȱtoȱdiscernȱtheȱthreatsȱtoȱChristianȱbeliefȱandȱpractice,ȱandȱtoȱ
applyȱGod’sȱWordȱwithȱintegrityȱtoȱtheirȱsituation.ȱ

ȱ
SynodȱadjournedȱwithȱtheȱclosingȱprayerȱbyȱPhilipȱBunchȱ

andȱtheȱBenedictionȱbyȱJeffȱKingswood.ȱ
ȱ

THURSDAY,ȱJUNEȱ7,ȱ7:00ȱA.M.ȱ
ȱ

EarlȱLindermanȱledȱtheȱinformalȱcoffeeȱandȱPsalmȱsingȱonȱ
theȱDiningȱRoomȱporch.ȱ
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FollowingȱtheȱPreludeȱbyȱGregȱReynolds,ȱHenryȱBartschȱ
ledȱtheȱopeningȱworshipȱservice.ȱ

Theȱmoderatorȱopenedȱtheȱfloorȱforȱnominationsȱforȱtheȱ
officeȱofȱModeratorȱofȱtheȱGeneralȱSynod.ȱ

RobertȱPatrickȱnominatedȱJeffȱKingswood,ȱandȱAndyȱPutȬ
namȱsecondedȱtheȱnomination.ȱ

AȱmotionȱcarriedȱtoȱelectȱMr.ȱKingswoodȱbyȱacclamation.ȱȱ
ModeratorȬElectȱKingswoodȱaddressedȱtheȱSynod.ȱMr.ȱPatrickȱ
ledȱtheȱSynodȱinȱprayerȱforȱtheȱModeratorȬElect.ȱȱ

TheȱReportȱonȱMemorialsȱwasȱpresented.ȱ
ȱ

MEMORIALSȱ
ȱ

CANADIANȱPRESBYTERY:ȱ
MemorialȱForȱDoctrinalȱCommitmentsȱQuestionnaireȱForȱtheȱCommitȬ
teeȱonȱNominationsȱ

WhereasȱitȱhasȱbeenȱofȱconcernȱthatȱtheȱpresentȱguidelinesȱconȬ
tainedȱinȱtheȱdescriptionȱofȱbeliefȱandȱadherenceȱtoȱtheȱbasicȱdoctrinesȱ
ofȱevangelicalȱChristianityȱforȱtheȱevaluationȱofȱnomineesȱforȱallȱtheȱ
boardsȱandȱcommitteesȱofȱSynodȱareȱhelpfulȱbutȱsubstantiallyȱlimitedȱ
inȱascertainingȱtheȱbroaderȱscopeȱofȱdoctrinalȱbeliefsȱofȱpotentialȱnomiȬ
neesȱinȱrelationȱtoȱthoseȱofȱtheȱAssociateȱReformedȱPresbyterianȱ
Church,ȱtheȱCanadianȱPresbyteryȱherebyȱmemorializesȱSynodȱto:ȱ
(1)ȱInstructȱtheȱCommitteeȱonȱNominationsȱtoȱhaveȱallȱprospectiveȱ

nomineesȱadditionallyȱcomplete,ȱsignȱandȱdateȱtheȱattachedȱ
“DoctrinalȱCommitmentsȱQuestionnaire”ȱ(SeeȱAppendixȱA)ȱpriorȱtoȱ
evaluationȱbyȱtheȱCommitteeȱonȱNominations.ȱ

(2)ȱInstructȱtheȱCommitteeȱonȱNominationsȱtoȱincludeȱtheȱrespectiveȱ
answeredȱcopiesȱofȱthisȱquestionnaireȱ(byȱthoseȱnomineesȱproposedȱ
byȱtheȱCommitteeȱonȱNominationsȱtoȱtheȱGeneralȱSynod)ȱinȱtheȱ
reportȱofȱtheȱCommitteeȱonȱNominationsȱtoȱtheȱGeneralȱSynod,ȱ
therebyȱallowingȱSynodȱdelegatesȱtoȱhaveȱaȱmoreȱfullyȱinformedȱ
understandingȱofȱtheȱdoctrinalȱcommitmentsȱofȱnomineesȱpreȬ
sentedȱpriorȱtoȱSynodȱtakingȱactionȱonȱtheȱreportȱofȱtheȱCommittee.ȱ

(3)ȱEncourageȱallȱthoseȱindividuals,ȱcommittees,ȱandȱboardsȱwhoȱseekȱ
toȱmakeȱnominationsȱfromȱtheȱfloorȱofȱSynodȱtoȱbeȱpreparedȱtoȱ
provideȱaȱcopyȱofȱthisȱform,ȱcompletedȱbyȱtheȱnominee,ȱtoȱtheȱ
Synodȱasȱaȱbodyȱinȱorderȱtoȱenableȱanȱequalȱconsiderationȱofȱtheȱ
nominee.ȱ
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AppendixȱA:ȱȱ
DoctrinalȱCommitmentsȱQuestionnaireȱforȱNomineesȱtoȱallȱtheȱ

BoardsȱandȱCommitteesȱofȱtheȱAssociateȱReformedȱPresbyterianȱ
ChurchȱGeneralȱSynodȱ
(1)ȱHaveȱyouȱreadȱtheȱStandardsȱofȱtheȱAssociateȱReformedȱPresbyteȬ

rianȱChurchȱ(theȱWestminsterȱConfessionȱofȱFaith,ȱandȱWestminsterȱ
LargerȱandȱShorterȱCatechisms)?ȱ
ȱ
ȱ Yesȱ ȱ Noȱ
ȱ

(2)ȱDoȱyouȱagreeȱtoȱtheȱdoctrineȱcontainedȱinȱtheȱsubordinateȱstanȬ
dardsȱofȱtheȱAssociateȱReformedȱPresbyterianȱChurchȱ(theȱWestȬ
minsterȱConfessionȱofȱFaith,ȱandȱWestminsterȱLargerȱandȱShorterȱ
Catechisms)ȱasȱaȱfaithfulȱsummaryȱofȱtheȱteachingȱofȱtheȱScripturesȱ
ofȱtheȱOldȱandȱNewȱTestament?ȱ
ȱ
ȱ Yesȱ ȱ Noȱ
ȱ

(3)ȱDoȱyouȱagreeȱtoȱtheȱcommitmentȱofȱtheȱAssociateȱReformedȱPresȬ
byterianȱChurchȱtoȱtheȱdoctrineȱofȱtheȱinerrancyȱofȱtheȱScripturesȱofȱ
theȱOldȱandȱNewȱTestaments?ȱ
ȱ
ȱ Yesȱ ȱ Noȱ
ȱ

(4)ȱAreȱyouȱcommittedȱtoȱpromotingȱandȱupholdingȱtheseȱdoctrinesȱinȱ
serviceȱtoȱtheȱLordȱJesusȱChristȱasȱKingȱandȱHeadȱofȱHisȱChurch,ȱ
andȱtheȱparticularȱdenominationȱofȱtheȱAssociateȱReformedȱPresbyȬ
terianȱChurch?ȱ
ȱ

ȱ Yesȱ ȱ Noȱ
ȱ

(5)ȱDoȱyouȱhaveȱanyȱobjectionsȱto,ȱdisagreementsȱorȱconcernsȱwithȱanyȱ
part(s)ȱofȱaboveȱdoctrinalȱstandardsȱandȱcommitmentsȱofȱtheȱAssoȬ
ciateȱReformedȱPresbyterianȱChurch?ȱȱ
ȱ
ȱ Yesȱ ȱ Noȱ
ȱ

Ifȱso,ȱpleaseȱexplain.ȱWhereȱyouȱhaveȱdifferencesȱorȱconcernsȱpleaseȱ
alsoȱbrieflyȱexplainȱhowȱtheseȱwillȱinfluenceȱorȱimpactȱyourȱparticularȱ
serviceȱtoȱtheȱAssociateȱReformedȱPresbyterianȱChurch.ȱ(Ifȱnecessary,ȱ
attachȱaȱseparateȱsheetȱwithȱyourȱanswerȱtoȱthisȱquestion.)ȱ

ȱ
(6)ȱIfȱyourȱcommitmentȱtoȱanyȱofȱtheȱaboveȱstatedȱdoctrinalȱstandardsȱ
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andȱcommitmentsȱofȱtheȱAssociateȱReformedȱPresbyterianȱChurchȱ
changesȱduringȱtheȱtermȱofȱyourȱservice,ȱwillȱyouȱnotifyȱtheȱchairȱofȱ
yourȱcommitteeȱorȱboard,ȱandȱeitherȱdemitȱyourȱpositionȱorȱsubmitȱ
toȱtheȱprocessesȱandȱinternalȱbylawsȱofȱtheȱcommitteeȱorȱboardȱofȱ
whomȱyouȱareȱaȱmember,ȱasȱwellȱasȱtheȱhigherȱauthorityȱofȱtheȱ
SynodȱofȱtheȱAssociateȱReformedȱPresbyterianȱChurch,ȱwhereȱitȱ
deemsȱappropriateȱasȱtheȱappointingȱbody,ȱinȱreassessingȱyourȱ
termȱofȱservice?ȱ
ȱ
ȱ Yesȱ ȱ Noȱ
ȱ

(7)ȱIfȱyouȱareȱconsideredȱdelinquentȱinȱyourȱstatedȱdutiesȱand/orȱdocȬ
trinalȱcommitmentȱasȱaȱcommitteeȱorȱboardȱmember,ȱwillȱyouȱsubȬ
mitȱtoȱtheȱprocessesȱandȱinternalȱbylawsȱofȱtheȱcommitteeȱorȱboardȱ
ofȱwhomȱyouȱareȱaȱmember,ȱasȱwellȱasȱtheȱhigherȱauthorityȱofȱtheȱ
SynodȱofȱtheȱAssociateȱReformedȱPresbyterianȱChurch,ȱwhereȱitȱ
deemsȱappropriateȱasȱtheȱappointingȱbody,ȱinȱreassessingȱyourȱ
termȱofȱservice?ȱ
ȱ
ȱ Yesȱ ȱ Noȱ
ȱ

(8)ȱIfȱdeemedȱappropriateȱbyȱtheȱboardȱorȱcommitteeȱofȱwhomȱyouȱareȱ
aȱmember,ȱdueȱtoȱeitherȱchangedȱdoctrinalȱcommitments,ȱorȱdelinȬ
quencyȱinȱstatedȱdutiesȱand/orȱdoctrinalȱcommitment,ȱandȱfollowȬ
ingȱinternalȱreviewȱaccordingȱtoȱestablishedȱbylawsȱwhereȱsuchȱ
existȱforȱtheȱboardȱorȱcommittee,ȱorȱuponȱreviewȱbyȱtheȱhigherȱauȬ
thorityȱofȱtheȱSynodȱofȱtheȱAssociateȱReformedȱPresbyterianȱ
Church,ȱwhereȱitȱdeemsȱappropriateȱasȱtheȱappointingȱbody,ȱwillȱ
youȱsubmitȱtoȱyourȱremovalȱfromȱyourȱpositionȱofȱserviceȱonȱtheȱ
committeeȱorȱboardȱtoȱwhichȱyouȱareȱnominated?ȱȱ
ȱ
ȱ Yesȱ ȱ Noȱ
ȱ
Name:ȱ___________________________________ȱ
ȱ
Signature:ȱ_________________________________ȱ
ȱ
Date:ȱ____________________________________ȱ
ȱ

ȱ
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FIRSTȱPRESBYTERY:ȱ
Memorialȱ#1:ȱ

WHEREASȱitȱisȱaȱPresbytery’sȱresponsibilityȱtoȱordainȱmenȱtoȱ
gospelȱministry;ȱ

AndȱWHEREAS,ȱaȱPresbyteryȱcannotȱordainȱwithoutȱanȱapprovedȱ
callȱfromȱanȱacceptableȱagency/body;ȱ

AndȱWHEREAS,ȱFirstȱPresbyteryȱhasȱordainedȱmenȱtoȱpositionsȱ
otherȱthanȱaȱcallȱfromȱaȱlocalȱchurchȱ(i.e.,ȱseminaryȱprofessorsȱandȱ
chaplainsȱforȱtheȱmilitary,ȱhospitalsȱandȱprisons);ȱ

AndȱWHEREAS,ȱFirstȱPresbyteryȱhasȱoccasionallyȱwrestledȱwithȱ
whetherȱorȱnotȱcertainȱbodiesȱcanȱissueȱlegitimateȱcallsȱunderȱourȱFormȱ
ofȱGovernment;ȱ

THEREFORE,ȱFirstȱPresbyteryȱmemorializesȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱ
andȱrequestsȱitȱtoȱinstructȱSynod’sȱModeratorȱtoȱformȱaȱcommitteeȱtoȱ
studyȱtheȱhistoricalȱpracticeȱofȱordinationȱandȱtheȱquestionȱofȱwhatȱ
constitutesȱaȱlegitimateȱcallingȱbodyȱ(i.e.,ȱPresbytery,ȱSynod,ȱOutreachȱ
NorthȱAmerica,ȱWorldȱWitness,ȱChaplainsȱCommission,ȱetc.)ȱandȱthatȱ
thisȱcommitteeȱbringȱitsȱrecommendationsȱtoȱtheȱ2013ȱMeetingȱofȱtheȱ
GeneralȱSynod.ȱȱ

ȱ
Memorialȱ#2:ȱ
CertificationȱofȱAmendmentsȱ

WHEREAS,ȱtheȱmeaningȱofȱ“theȱGeneralȱSynodȱshallȱcertifyȱtheȱ
voteȱatȱitsȱnextȱmeeting”ȱ(seeȱFormȱofȱGovernmentȱXV.A.1.ȱAndȱXV.A.2.ȱ
andȱRulesȱofȱOrderȱIX)ȱisȱambiguous;ȱandȱȱ

WHEREAS,ȱcurrentȱpracticeȱdoesȱnotȱprovideȱforȱtheȱimplementaȬ
tionȱofȱFormȱofȱGovernmentȱXV.C.5.ȱthatȱtheȱSynodȱmayȱmakeȱminorȱ
verbalȱchangesȱtoȱamendments;ȱȱ

THEREFORE,ȱbeȱitȱresolvedȱthatȱtheȱcertificationȱofȱtheȱvoteȱofȱtheȱ
PresbytersȱshallȱbeȱobtainedȱbyȱtheȱsimpleȱmajorityȱvoteȱofȱtheȱSynodȱ
affirmingȱtheȱvoteȱofȱtheȱPresbyteries.ȱSubsequentȱtoȱtheȱReportȱofȱtheȱ
PrincipalȱClerkȱthatȱanȱamendmentȱtoȱtheȱConfessionȱofȱFaithȱandȱCateȬ
chismsȱ(FOGȱXV.A.1.),ȱanȱamendmentȱtoȱtheȱFormȱofȱGovernment,ȱtheȱ
RulesȱofȱDiscipline,ȱandȱtheȱDirectoryȱforȱWorshipȱ(FOGȱXV.A.2.),ȱorȱtheȱ
RulesȱofȱOrderȱ(IX)ȱhasȱreceivedȱtheȱrequiredȱmajorityȱvotesȱofȱtheȱPresȬ
byters,ȱtheȱModeratorȱshallȱputȱtheȱquestion:ȱ“Shallȱtheȱvoteȱofȱtheȱ
Presbyteriesȱinȱtheȱamendmentȱbeȱcertified?”ȱȱTheȱvoteȱshallȱbeȱtakenȱ
inȱaccordanceȱwithȱRulesȱofȱOrderȱVI.C.1.ȱȱBeforeȱtheȱvoteȱisȱtaken,ȱitȱisȱ
permissibleȱthatȱmembersȱofȱtheȱSynodȱmayȱofferȱminorȱverbalȱ
changesȱtoȱtheȱamendmentȱinȱaccordanceȱwithȱFormȱofȱGovernmentȱ
XV.C.5.ȱ
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Memorialȱ#3:ȱ
FormerȱRulingȱElderȱModeratorsȱ

WHEREAS,ȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱofȱ2011ȱadoptedȱaȱmotionȱtoȱgrantȱ
rulingȱeldersȱwhoȱareȱformerȱmoderatorsȱofȱSynodȱtheȱrightȱtoȱsitȱasȱ
membersȱofȱsubsequentȱSynods;ȱandȱ

WHEREAS,ȱtheȱmotionȱstipulatedȱthatȱtheȱrulesȱofȱGeneralȱSynodȱ
andȱallȱotherȱproceduresȱasȱnecessaryȱbeȱchangedȱtoȱprovideȱthisȱ
standingȱ(seeȱ2011ȱMinutesȱofȱSynod,ȱpageȱ42);ȱandȱ

WHEREAS,ȱitȱwasȱnotȱrealizedȱthatȱtheȱFormȱofȱGovernmentȱ
XIII.C.1.ȱ(pageȱ219)ȱconcerningȱtheȱcompositionȱofȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱ
wouldȱneedȱtoȱbeȱamended;ȱ

THEREFORE,ȱbeȱitȱresolvedȱFirstȱPresbyteryȱmemorializesȱtheȱ
GeneralȱSynodȱtoȱsendȱtheȱfollowingȱamendmentȱtoȱFormȱofȱGovernȬ
mentȱChapterȱXIII.C.1.ȱtoȱtheȱPresbyteriesȱforȱapproval:ȱ

“Thoseȱentitledȱtoȱsitȱasȱmembersȱofȱthisȱcourtȱalsoȱshallȱincludeȱatȱ
leastȱoneȱrulingȱelderȱfromȱeachȱcongregation,ȱtheȱviceȬmoderator,ȱifȱ
heȱshouldȱbeȱaȱrulingȱelder,ȱandȱtheȱretiringȱmoderator,ȱshouldȱheȱbeȱaȱ
rulingȱelder,ȱandȱallȱrulingȱeldersȱwhoȱareȱformerȱmoderatorsȱofȱtheȱ
Synodȱwhoȱareȱpresentȱandȱwhoȱareȱinȱgoodȱstandingȱasȱmembersȱofȱ
theȱAssociateȱReformedȱPresbyterianȱChurch.”ȱȱȱ
And,ȱthatȱthisȱamendmentȱbeȱincorporatedȱintoȱtheȱnewȱproposedȱ
FormȱofȱGovernmentȱinȱtheȱappropriateȱchapterȱpertainingȱtoȱtheȱGenȬ
eralȱSynod.ȱ

ȱ
Memorialȱ#4:ȱ

Whereasȱ1ȱCorinthiansȱ12ȱteachesȱthatȱtheȱbodyȱofȱChristȱhasȱmanyȱ
parts,ȱeachȱbeingȱessential;ȱ

Whereasȱitȱisȱinȱtheȱbestȱinterestȱofȱanyȱcourtȱtoȱbalanceȱcontinuityȱ
ofȱleadershipȱwithȱaȱvarietyȱofȱgiftedness;ȱand,ȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱWhereasȱthereȱisȱwisdomȱinȱpoliciesȱwhichȱencourageȱbroaderȱparȬ
ticipationȱinȱactivitiesȱofȱleadershipȱandȱserviceȱtoȱtheȱcourt;ȱ

Therefore,ȱFirstȱPresbyteryȱmemorializesȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱ
I.ȱȱȱToȱamendȱtheȱManualȱofȱAuthoritiesȱandȱDutiesȱwhereȱrequiredȱtoȱ

includeȱtheȱfollowingȱprovisionȱforȱeachȱofȱSynodȇsȱnineȱelectedȱ
officers:ȱȈNoȱofficerȱofȱtheȱcourtȱshallȱbeȱelectedȱtoȱserveȱmoreȱ
thanȱtwoȱconsecutiveȱtermsȱinȱanyȱsingleȱoffice.Ȉȱ

II.ȱȱToȱamendȱtheȱManualȱofȱAuthoritiesȱandȱDutiesȱwhereȱrequiredȱtoȱ
includeȱtheȱfollowingȱprovisionȱforȱtheȱelectedȱofficersȱofȱeachȱ
ofȱSynodȇsȱBoardsȱandȱAgencies:ȱȈNoȱofficerȱofȱtheȱboard/
committeeȱshallȱbeȱelectedȱtoȱserveȱmoreȱthanȱtwoȱconsecutiveȱ

ȱȱȱȱȱȱtermsȱinȱanyȱsingleȱoffice.Ȉȱ
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III.ȱForȱtheȱpurposesȱofȱtheseȱprovisions,ȱallȱcurrentȱorȱnewlyȬ
electedȱofficersȱshallȱconsiderȱtheȱtermȱbeginningȱorȱincludingȱ
Julyȱ1,ȱ2012ȱasȱtheirȱfirstȱterm.ȱ

ȱ
MISSISSIPPIȱVALLEYȱPRESBYTERY:ȱ

MemorialȱonȱtheȱHistoricityȱofȱAdamȱ
WHEREAS,ȱtheȱtheoryȱofȱevolutionȱisȱaȱsourceȱofȱmuchȱdebateȱandȱ

confusionȱinȱsociety,ȱeducationalȱinstitutions,ȱandȱchurchesȱtoday,ȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱWHEREAS,ȱtheȱhistoricityȱofȱAdamȱhasȱcomeȱunderȱattackȱnotȱonlyȱ
fromȱsecularȱgroupsȱandȱliberalȱchurches,ȱbutȱalsoȱfromȱprofessedȱ
evangelicalȱindividualsȱandȱinstitutions,ȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱWHEREAS,ȱtheȱOldȱTestamentȱScripturesȱplainlyȱteachȱthatȱAdamȱ
andȱEve,ȱasȱtheȱfirstȱmanȱandȱwoman,ȱwereȱtheȱspecialȱcreationȱofȱ
God,ȱbeingȱmadeȱinȱHisȱimageȱ(Gen.ȱ1:27;ȱ2:7,ȱ22),ȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱWHEREAS,ȱtheȱNewȱTestamentȱScripturesȱconfirmȱthatȱAdamȱandȱ
Eveȱwereȱreal,ȱhistoricalȱhumanȱbeingsȱ(e.g..ȱMatt.ȱ19:4Ȭ5,ȱLukeȱ3:38,ȱ
Rom.ȱ5:12Ȭ14;ȱlȱCor.ȱ15:45;ȱIȱTim.2:13Ȭ14),ȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱWHEREAS,ȱtheȱconfessionalȱstandardsȱofȱtheȱAssociateȱReformedȱ
PresbyterianȱChurchȱalsoȱaffirmȱtheseȱtruthsȱaboutȱAdamȱandȱEveȱ
(e.g..ȱWCFȱ4:2,ȱ7:2;ȱWLCȱQ.ȱ17;ȱWSCȱQ.ȱ10),ȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱTHEREFORE,ȱbeȱitȱresolvedȱthatȱMississippiȱValleyȱPresbyteryȱ
herebyȱmemorializesȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱofȱtheȱAssociateȱReformedȱ
PresbyterianȱChurchȱtoȱadoptȱtheȱfollowingȱaffirmationsȱandȱdenials:ȱ
1)ȱWeȱaffirmȱthatȱAdamȱandȱEveȱwereȱspecial,ȱuniqueȱdirectȱcreationsȱȱȱȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱofȱGod,ȱcreatedȱinȱHisȱimage,ȱwithȱAdamȱbeingȱformedȱfromȱtheȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱdustȱofȱtheȱgroundȱandȱEveȱbeingȱmadeȱfromȱhisȱside;ȱasȱsuch,ȱtheyȱȱȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱwereȱrealȱhumanȱbeingsȱandȱtheȱfirstȱmanȱandȱwoman;ȱ
2)ȱȱWeȱaffirmȱthatȱtheȱaccountȱofȱcreationȱasȱfoundȱinȱGenesisȱ1ȱandȱ2ȱȱȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱisȱhistory;ȱ
3)ȱȱWeȱdenyȱanyȱteachingȱthatȱclaimsȱthatȱtheȱaccountȱofȱcreationȱasȱȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱfoundȱinȱGenesisȱ1ȱandȱ2ȱisȱmythology;ȱ
4)ȱȱȱWeȱdenyȱanyȱtheoryȱthatȱteachesȱthatȱAdamȱandȱEveȱdescendedȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱfromȱotherȱbiologicalȱlifeȱformsȱandȱthatȱsuchȱaȱtheoryȱcanȱbeȱreaȬȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱsonablyȱreconciledȱwithȱeitherȱtheȱStandardsȱofȱtheȱAssociateȱReȬȱȱȱȱȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱformedȱPresbyterianȱChurchȱorȱHolyȱScripture.ȱ

ȱ
NORTHEASTȱPRESBYTERY:ȱ
Memorialȱ#1:ȱ

NortheastȱPresbyteryȱrespectfullyȱmemorializesȱtheȱGeneralȱ
SynodȱtoȱforwardȱtoȱtheȱSpecialȱCommitteeȱtoȱReviseȱtheȱFormȱofȱGovȬ
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ernmentȱaȱrequestȱthatȱtheȱnewȱFormȱofȱGovernmentȱincludeȱtheȱpositionȱ
ofȱ“AssistantȱPastor.ȈȱȱTheȱfollowingȱprovisionȱshouldȱbeȱconsidered:ȱ

1.ȱȱAnȱAssistantȱPastorȱwouldȱbeȱanȱordainedȱminister,ȱandȱwouldȱ
beȱaȱmemberȱofȱtheȱPresbyteryȱtoȱwhichȱtheȱChurch,ȱwhereȱheȱ
serves,ȱbelongs;ȱ

2.ȱȱAnȱAssistantȱPastorȱwouldȱbeȱexamined,ȱ[ordained]ȱandȱinȬ
stalledȱbyȱtheȱPresbytery;ȱ

3.ȱȱȱDissolutionȱofȱtheȱrelationshipȱwouldȱbeȱbyȱactionȱofȱtheȱPresȬ
bytery,ȱatȱtheȱinitiationȱofȱtheȱAssistantȱPastor,ȱtheȱSessionȱorȱ
theȱPresbytery;ȱtheȱprocessȱwouldȱfollowȱtheȱguidelinesȱofȱ
FOGȱX.ȱF.ȱ

4.ȱȱAnȱAssistantȱPastorȱwouldȱbeȱeligibleȱforȱdenominationalȱ
healthȱandȱretirementȱbenefits;ȱ

5.ȱȱAnȱAssistantȱPastorȱwouldȱbeȱcalledȱbyȱtheȱSessionȱ(withȱtheȱ
permissionȱandȱapprovalȱofȱPresbytery)ȱandȱnotȱbyȱaȱcongreȬ
gationalȱvote;ȱ

6.ȱȱAnȱAssistantȱPastorȱwouldȱserveȱaccordingȱtoȱtheȱtermsȱofȱtheȱ
callȱpreparedȱbyȱtheȱSession;ȱ

7.ȱȱAnȱAssistantȱPastorȱwouldȱnotȱbeȱaȱmemberȱofȱtheȱSessionȱbutȱ
mayȱbeȱinvitedȱtoȱattendȱandȱparticipateȱinȱdiscussionȱwithoutȱ
vote;ȱ

8.ȱȱAnȱAssistantȱpastorȱmayȱbeȱappointedȱonȱspecialȱoccasionsȱtoȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱmoderateȱtheȱsession;ȱ
9.ȱȱAnȱAssistantȱPastorȱwouldȱbeȱallowedȱtoȱcontinueȱtoȱserveȱaȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱ

ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱcongregationȱwhenȱtheȱpastoralȱrelationȱofȱtheȱseniorȱpastorȱisȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱdissolved,ȱbutȱheȱwouldȱnotȱnormallyȱsucceedȱtheȱseniorȱpastorȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱwithoutȱanȱinterveningȱtermȱofȱserviceȱinȱaȱdifferentȱfieldȱofȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱlabor.ȱ

ȱ
Grounds:ȱȱȱ
1.ȱȱAllowingȱforȱAssistantȱMinistersȱisȱaȱpracticeȱthatȱisȱembracedȱ

byȱsister,ȱreformedȱdenominations;ȱe.g.ȱtheȱPCAȱcurrentlyȱalȬ
lowsȱforȱAssistantȱPastors.ȱȱItȱisȱnotȱcontraryȱtoȱreformedȱpolȬ
ity.ȱ

2.ȱȱAnȱincreasingȱnumberȱofȱKoreanȱPresbyteriansȱareȱchoosingȱtoȱ
joinȱtheȱARPC.ȱȱTheȱpolityȱofȱKoreanȱPresbyterianismȱincludesȱ
theȱpositionȱofȱAssistantȱPastor.ȱȱMakingȱthisȱchange,ȱwouldȱ
makeȱtheȱARPCȱaȱmoreȱinvitingȱspiritualȱhomeȱforȱKoreanȱ
Christians.ȱ
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ȱȱ3.ȱȱȱEmbracingȱthisȱadditionȱtoȱourȱFormȱofȱGovernmentȱwouldȱalȬȱȱ
lowȱcongregationsȱmoreȱfreedomȱtoȱorganizeȱtheirȱlocalȱgovȬ
ernmentȱandȱministryȱinȱwaysȱthatȱtheyȱconsiderȱmostȱexpediȬ
tious.ȱ

ȱ
Memorialȱ#2:ȱ

NortheastȱPresbyteryȱrespectfullyȱmemorializesȱtheȱARPCȱGenȬ
eralȱSynodȱaskingȱthatȱtheȱboundariesȱofȱNortheastȱPresbyteryȱbeȱreȬ
drawnȱsoȱthatȱallȱcountiesȱinȱVirginiaȱ(butȱcurrentlyȱwithinȱtheȱboundȬ
aryȱofȱNortheastȱPresbytery)ȱ–ȱwithȱtheȱexceptionȱofȱFairfaxȱCountyȱ
andȱtheȱindependentȱcityȱofȱAlexandriaȱ–ȱbeȱremovedȱtoȱVirginiaȱPresȬ
bytery.ȱ

ȱ
TENNESSEEȬALABAMAȱPRESBYTERY:ȱ

Inȱresponseȱtoȱtheȱactionȱtakenȱbyȱtheȱ2011ȱGeneralȱSynod:ȱ
1.ȱThatȱtheȱfirstȱdraftȱofȱtheȱworkȱofȱtheȱSpecialȱCommitteeȱtoȱReȬ
viseȱtheȱFormȱofȱGovernmentȱbeȱreceivedȱatȱtheȱ2011ȱȱȱȱȱȱ
MeetingȱofȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱandȱbeȱconsideredȱasȱtheȱfirstȱ
reading.ȱ

2.ȱThatȱSessionsȱ(andȱindividuals)ȱreviewȱtheȱdraft,ȱcompilingȱȱ
ȱsuggestionsȱandȱcomments.ȱ

3.ȱThatȱtheseȱsuggestionsȱandȱcommentsȱbeȱsentȱtoȱtheȱpresbyȬȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱtery’sȱStatedȱClerkȱbeforeȱtheȱtimeȱofȱtheirȱfallȱpresbyteryȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱmeeting.ȱ
4.ȱThatȱpresbyteriesȱdiscussȱtheseȱsuggestionsȱandȱcommentsȱandȱ
developȱaȱlistȱtoȱbeȱsentȱtoȱtheȱSpecialȱCommitteeȱbyȱDecemberȱ
12,ȱ2011.ȱ(Otherȱrepresentativesȱfromȱtheȱcommitteeȱwillȱmeetȱ
withȱtheȱpresbyteryȱifȱrequested.)ȱ

5.ȱThatȱtheȱSpecialȱCommitteeȱreviewȱtheȱentireȱdraftȱinȱlightȱofȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱtheȱsuggestionsȱandȱcomments.ȱ
6.ȱThatȱtheȱSpecialȱCommitteeȱputȱtogetherȱaȱfinalȱdraftȱthatȱwillȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱbeȱsentȱoutȱinȱtheȱpacketȱforȱGeneralȱSynodȱ2012.ȱ
7.ȱThatȱtheȱSpecialȱCommittee’sȱdraftȱwillȱbeȱpresentedȱtoȱtheȱ2012ȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱSynodȱforȱitsȱadoption.ȱ(Minutesȱofȱtheȱ2011ȱGeneralȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱSynod,ȱpageȱ25)ȱ

ȱ
TheȱTennesseeȬAlabamaȱPresbyteryȱpetitionsȱtheȱ2012ȱGeneralȱ

SynodȱtoȱreferȱtheȱRevisedȱFormȱofȱGovernmentȱDraftȱ2011Ȉȱdocumentȱ
backȱtoȱtheȱSpecialȱCommitteeȱonȱtheȱRevisionȱofȱtheȱFormȱofȱGovernȬ
mentȱforȱfurtherȱconsideration.ȱTheȱcommitteeȱwillȱthenȱpresentȱanȬ
otherȱdraftȱofȱtheȱRevisionȱofȱtheȱFormȱofȱGovernmentȱtoȱtheȱ2013ȱGenȬ
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eralȱSynodȱforȱconsiderationȱandȱcommentȱbyȱSessionsȱandȱPresbyterȬ
iesȱuntilȱtheȱ2014ȱGeneralȱSynod,ȱwhereȱtheȱfinalȱdraftȱwillȱbeȱpreȬ
sentedȱandȱputȱtoȱvoteȱforȱratificationȱbyȱtheȱPresbyteries.ȱ

ȱ
Rationale:ȱ
ȱWHEREASȱtheȱrevisionȱofȱtheȱFormȱofȱGovernmentȱwillȱbeȱaȱdurableȱ

documentȱinȱuseȱbyȱtheȱChurchȱforȱtheȱforeseeableȱfuture,ȱandȱINȱAPȬ
PRECIATIONȱofȱtheȱSpecialȱCommittee’sȱhardȱlaborȱheretofore,ȱandȱ
INȱENCOURAGEMENTȱtoȱtheȱcommitteeȱtoȱpersevereȱinȱthisȱcrucialȱ
task,ȱandȱ
ȱWHEREASȱtheȱdocumentȱpresentedȱtoȱtheȱ2011ȱGeneralȱSynodȱ

wasȱnotȱaȱfinalȱdraft,ȱinȱthatȱitȱcontainsȱerrorsȱinȱgrammarȱandȱusage,ȱ
andȱcouldȱbenefitȱfromȱorganizationalȱrefinement;ȱandȱthatȱcorrectionsȱ
wereȱappendedȱtoȱtheȱdocument,ȱratherȱthanȱincludedȱinȱtheȱtext,ȱandȱ
ȱȱȱ ȱWHEREASȱtheȱcommitteeȱprovidedȱnoȱcomparisonȱdocumentȱthatȱ
outlinesȱtheȱproposedȱrevisionsȱandȱadditionsȱoverȱagainstȱtheȱtextȱofȱ
theȱcurrentȱFormȱofȱGovernment,ȱandȱ
ȱ ȱWHEREASȱsuchȱaȱcomparisonȱoutlineȱwouldȱbeȱaȱvaluableȱaidȱforȱ
useȱinȱtheȱidentificationȱandȱconsiderationȱofȱmaterialȱchanges,ȱandȱ
ȱ ȱWHEREASȱtheȱtimeȱbetweenȱtheȱconclusionȱofȱtheȱ2011ȱGeneralȱ
SynodȱMeetingȱandȱtheȱFallȱStatedȱMeetingȱofȱPresbyteryȱwasȱnotȱsufȬ
ficientȱtoȱallowȱdueȱconsiderationȱbyȱSessions,ȱandȱ
ȱ ȱWHEREASȱreferralsȱmadeȱbyȱtheȱ2011ȱGeneralȱSynodȱforȱconsidȬ
erationȱorȱinclusionȱintoȱtheȱrevisionȱofȱtheȱFormȱofȱGovernmentȱwereȱ
notȱavailableȱinȱtheȱdocumentȱthatȱsessionsȱandȱpresbyteriesȱwereȱ
askedȱtoȱreviewȱuntilȱtheȱMinutesȱofȱtheȱ2011ȱSynodȱwereȱpublishedȱinȱ
midȱSeptember,ȱ2011,ȱandȱ
ȱ ȱWHEREASȱtheȱdocumentȱproposesȱchangesȱthatȱareȱofȱsuchȱaȱ
magnitudeȱthatȱtheyȱshouldȱbeȱaccompaniedȱbyȱsupportingȱbiblical,ȱ
confessionalȱandȱtheologicalȱreferences,ȱwithȱaȱrationaleȱforȱtheirȱincluȬ
sion,ȱe.g.,ȱcivilȱincorporation,ȱtheȱpracticeȱofȱtithing,ȱtheȱadmonitionȱofȱ
civilȱauthoritiesȱforȱerror,ȱtheȱomissionȱofȱbaptismȱasȱaȱrequirementȱforȱ
nonȬcommunicantȱmembership,ȱtheȱexpansionȱofȱauthoritiesȱtoȱminisȬ
tersȱcalledȱtoȱdoȱtheȱworkȱofȱevangelist,ȱandȱotherȱsuchȱsignificantȱadȬ
ditionsȱorȱchanges,ȱandȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱWHEREASȱsuchȱreferencesȱandȱsupportingȱmaterialsȱwereȱnotȱ
providedȱinȱtheȱdraftȱunderȱ
consideration:ȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱTHEREFORE,ȱtheȱTennesseeȬAlabamaȱPresbyteryȱrequestsȱtheȱ
2012ȱGeneralȱSynodȱtoȱconsiderȱandȱadoptȱthisȱmemorial.ȱ
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VIRGINIAȱPRESBYTERY:ȱ
WHEREASȱthereȱisȱanȱareaȱinȱNorthernȱVirginiaȱwhichȱisȱcurȬ

rentlyȱwithinȱtheȱboundsȱofȱNortheastȱPresbytery;ȱandȱ
WHEREASȱtheȱofficialȱboundariesȱofȱVirginiaȱPresbyteryȱareȱ

describedȱasȱ“TheȱBoundariesȱofȱVirginiaȱPresbyteryȱ(asȱredrawnȱ
inȱ1987)ȱincludeȱtheȱStateȱofȱVirginia,ȱexceptȱforȱthoseȱcountiesȱtoȱ
theȱ eastȱ andȱ northȱ ofȱ theȱ boundaryȱ formedȱ byȱ theȱ westernȱ
boundariesȱ ofȱ Fauquierȱ andȱ LoudounȱCountiesȱ andȱ theȱRappaȬ
hannockȱRiver;ȱandȱtheȱStateȱofȱWestȱVirginiaȱexceptȱforȱtheȱcounȬ
tiesȱnorthȱofȱtheȱsouthernȱboundariesȱofȱPreston,ȱTaylor,ȱHarrison,ȱ
Doddridge,ȱRitchie,ȱandȱWoodȱCounties”;ȱand,ȱ

WHEREASȱ theȱ officialȱ boundariesȱ ofȱNortheastȱ Presbyteryȱ
areȱdescribedȱas:ȱ“Constitutedȱ Januaryȱ1,ȱ1987,ȱ itȱwasȱ formedȱbyȱ
theȱdivisionȱofȱVirginiaȱPresbytery.ȱ Itȱnowȱ includesȱ theȱ statesȱofȱ
Connecticut,ȱDelaware,ȱMaryland,ȱMaine,ȱNewȱHampshire,ȱMasȬ
sachusetts,ȱ Newȱ Jersey,ȱ Newȱ York,ȱ Ohio,ȱ Pennsylvania,ȱ Rhodeȱ
Island,ȱ andȱVermont;ȱ thoseȱ countiesȱ inȱVirginiaȱ toȱ theȱ eastȱ andȱ
northȱofȱtheȱboundaryȱformedȱbyȱtheȱwesternȱboundariesȱofȱFauȬ
quierȱandȱLoudounȱcountiesȱandȱtheȱRappahannockȱRiver;ȱandȱinȱ
WestȱVirginiaȱthoseȱcountiesȱnorthȱofȱtheȱsouthernȱboundariesȱofȱ
Preston,ȱ Taylor,ȱ Harrison,ȱ Doddridge,ȱ Ritchieȱ andȱWoodȱ counȬ
ties;”ȱand,ȱ

WHEREAS,ȱ forȱ purposesȱ ofȱ churchȱ development,ȱ itȱ seemsȱ
beneficialȱtoȱNortheastȱPresbyteryȱandȱtoȱVirginiaȱPresbyteryȱthatȱ
thisȱ areaȱofȱnorthernȱVirginiaȱbeȱ includedȱwithinȱ theȱboundsȱofȱ
VirginiaȱPresbytery;ȱandȱ

WHEREASȱthereȱareȱtwoȱcongregationsȱofȱNortheastȱPresbyteryȱ
inȱtheȱCountyȱofȱFairfaxȱVirginia,ȱandȱtheȱindependentȱcityȱofȱAlexanȬ
dria,ȱ

THEREFORE,ȱVirginiaȱPresbyteryȱjoinsȱwithȱNortheastȱPresbyȬ
teryȱrespectfullyȱtoȱmemorializeȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱtoȱaskȱthatȱtheȱ
PresbyteryȱboundariesȱofȱNortheastȱPresbyteryȱandȱVirginiaȱPresbyȬ
teryȱbeȱredrawnȱsoȱthatȱallȱcountiesȱinȱVirginiaȱthatȱareȱcurrentlyȱ
withinȱtheȱboundsȱofȱNortheastȱPresbytery,ȱwithȱtheȱexceptionȱofȱFairȬ
faxȱCountyȱandȱtheȱindependentȱcityȱofȱAlexandria,ȱbeȱremovedȱtoȱ
VirginiaȱPresbytery,ȱandȱ

THEREFORE,ȱtheȱboundariesȱofȱVirginiaȱPresbyteryȱshallȱbeȱdeȬ
scribedȱas:ȱ“TheȱBoundariesȱofȱVirginiaȱPresbyteryȱincludeȱtheȱStateȱofȱ
Virginia,ȱexceptȱforȱtheȱCountyȱofȱFairfaxȱandȱtheȱindependentȱcityȱofȱ
Alexandria,”ȱandȱtheȱStateȱofȱWestȱVirginiaȱexceptȱforȱtheȱ“countiesȱ
northȱofȱtheȱsouthernȱboundariesȱofȱPreston,ȱTaylor,ȱHarrison,ȱDodȬ
dridge,ȱRitchie,ȱandȱWoodȱCounties”;ȱand,ȱ
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THEREFORE,ȱtheȱboundariesȱofȱNortheastȱPresbyteryȱshallȱbeȱ
describedȱas:ȱ“ConstitutedȱJanuaryȱ1,ȱ1987,ȱitȱwasȱformedȱbyȱtheȱdiviȬ
sionȱofȱVirginiaȱPresbytery.ȱItȱnowȱincludesȱtheȱstatesȱofȱConnecticut,ȱ
Delaware,ȱMaryland,ȱMaine,ȱNewȱHampshire,ȱMassachusetts,ȱNewȱ
Jersey,ȱNewȱYork,ȱOhio,ȱPennsylvania,ȱRhodeȱIsland,ȱandȱVermont;ȱ
andȱinȱVirginiaȱtheȱCountyȱofȱFairfaxȱandȱtheȱindependentȱcityȱofȱAlȬ
exandria,ȱandȱinȱWestȱVirginiaȱthoseȱcountiesȱnorthȱofȱtheȱsouthernȱ
boundariesȱofȱPreston,ȱTaylor,ȱHarrison,ȱDoddridge,ȱRitchieȱandȱ
Woodȱcounties.”ȱ
ȱ

TheȱModeratorȇsȱCommitteeȱonȱMemorialsȱrecommended:ȱ
1.ȱThatȱtheȱmemorialȱfromȱCanadianȱPresbyteryȱtitledȱ“Memorialȱforȱ
DoctrinalȱCommitmentsȱQuestionnaireȱForȱtheȱCommitteeȱonȱNomiȬ
nations”ȱnotȱbeȱapproved.ȱ

2.ȱThatȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱ(1)ȱInstructȱtheȱCommitteeȱonȱNominationsȱ
toȱhaveȱallȱprospectiveȱnomineesȱadditionallyȱcomplete,ȱsignȱandȱ
dateȱtheȱ“DoctrinalȱCommitmentsȱQuestionnaire”ȱ(asȱamendedȱbyȱ
theȱremovalȱofȱquestionȱ#8)ȱȱpriorȱtoȱevaluationȱbyȱtheȱCommitteeȱ
onȱNominations;ȱ(2)ȱInstructȱtheȱCommitteeȱonȱNominationsȱtoȱinȬ
cludeȱtheȱrespectiveȱansweredȱcopiesȱofȱthisȱquestionnaireȱ(byȱthoseȱ
nomineesȱproposedȱbyȱtheȱCommitteeȱonȱNominationsȱtoȱtheȱGenȬ
eralȱSynod)ȱinȱtheȱreportȱofȱtheȱCommitteeȱonȱNominationsȱtoȱtheȱ
GeneralȱSynod,ȱtherebyȱallowingȱSynodȱdelegatesȱtoȱhaveȱaȱmoreȱ
fullyȱinformedȱunderstandingȱofȱtheȱdoctrinalȱcommitmentsȱofȱ
nomineesȱpresentedȱpriorȱtoȱSynodȱtakingȱactionȱonȱtheȱreportȱofȱtheȱ
Committee;ȱ(3)ȱEncourageȱallȱthoseȱindividuals,ȱcommittees,ȱandȱ
boardsȱwhoȱseekȱtoȱmakeȱnominationsȱfromȱtheȱfloorȱofȱSynodȱtoȱbeȱ
preparedȱtoȱprovideȱaȱcopyȱofȱthisȱform,ȱcompletedȱbyȱtheȱnominee,ȱ
toȱtheȱSynodȱasȱaȱbodyȱinȱorderȱtoȱenableȱanȱequalȱconsiderationȱofȱ
theȱnominee.ȱ

3.ȱThatȱMemorialȱNumberȱ1ȱfromȱFirstȱPresbyteryȱ(ThatȱSynod’sȱModȬ
eratorȱformȱaȱcommitteeȱtoȱstudyȱtheȱhistoricalȱpracticeȱofȱordinationȱandȱ
theȱquestionȱofȱwhatȱconstitutesȱaȱlegitimateȱcallingȱbodyȱ(i.e.,ȱPresbytery,ȱ
Synod,ȱOutreachȱNorthȱAmerica,ȱWorldȱWitness,ȱChaplainsȱCommission,ȱ
etc.)ȱandȱthatȱthisȱcommitteeȱbringȱitsȱrecommendationsȱtoȱtheȱ2013ȱMeetȬ
ingȱofȱtheȱGeneralȱSynod.)ȱnotȱbeȱapproved.ȱ

4.ȱThatȱtheȱSynodȱinstructȱtheȱCommitteeȱonȱtheȱMinisterȱandȱHisȱ
Workȱtoȱstudyȱtheȱhistoricalȱpracticeȱofȱordinationȱandȱtheȱquestionȱ
ofȱwhatȱconstitutesȱaȱlegitimateȱcallingȱbodyȱ(i.e.,ȱPresbytery,ȱSynod,ȱ
OutreachȱNorthȱAmerica,ȱWorldȱWitness,ȱChaplain’sȱCommission,ȱ
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etc.)ȱandȱthatȱtheȱcommitteeȱbringȱitsȱrecommendationsȱtoȱtheȱ2013ȱ
MeetingȱofȱtheȱGeneralȱSynod.ȱ

5.ȱThatȱMemorialȱNumberȱ2ȱfromȱFirstȱPresbyteryȱ(Thatȱtheȱcertificationȱ
ofȱtheȱvoteȱofȱtheȱPresbytersȱshallȱbeȱobtainedȱbyȱtheȱsimpleȱmajorityȱvoteȱofȱ
theȱSynodȱaffirmingȱtheȱvoteȱofȱtheȱPresbyteries.ȱSubsequentȱtoȱtheȱReportȱ
ofȱtheȱPrincipalȱClerkȱthatȱanȱamendmentȱtoȱtheȱConfessionȱofȱFaithȱandȱ
Catechismsȱ(FOGȱXV.A.1),ȱanȱamendmentȱtoȱtheȱFormȱofȱGovernment,ȱtheȱ
RulesȱofȱDiscipline,ȱandȱtheȱDirectoryȱofȱPublicȱWorshipȱ(FOGȱXV.A.2),ȱ
orȱtheȱRulesȱofȱOrderȱ(IX)ȱhasȱreceivedȱtheȱrequiredȱmajorityȱvotesȱofȱtheȱ
Presbyters,ȱtheȱModeratorȱshallȱputȱtheȱquestion:ȱ“Shallȱtheȱvoteȱofȱtheȱ
Presbyteriesȱinȱtheȱamendmentȱbeȱcertified?”ȱTheȱvoteȱshallȱbeȱtakenȱinȱ
accordanceȱwithȱRulesȱofȱOrderȱVII.C.1.ȱBeforeȱtheȱvoteȱisȱtaken,ȱitȱisȱperȬ
missibleȱthatȱmembersȱofȱtheȱSynodȱmayȱofferȱminorȱverbalȱchangesȱtoȱtheȱ
amendmentȱinȱaccordanceȱwithȱFOGȱ(XV.C.5)ȱbeȱapproved.ȱ

6.ȱThatȱMemorialȱNumberȱ3ȱfromȱFirstȱPresbyteryȱ(ThatȱGeneralȱSynodȱ
sendȱtheȱfollowingȱamendmentȱtoȱFormȱofȱGovernmentȱChapterȱXIII.C.1.ȱ
toȱtheȱPresbyteriesȱforȱapproval:ȱ“Thoseȱentitledȱtoȱsitȱasȱmembersȱofȱthisȱ
courtȱalsoȱshallȱincludeȱatȱleastȱoneȱrulingȱelderȱfromȱeachȱcongregation,ȱ
theȱviceȬmoderator,ȱifȱheȱshouldȱbeȱaȱrulingȱelder,ȱandȱtheȱretiringȱmoderaȬ
tor,ȱshouldȱheȱbeȱaȱrulingȱelder,ȱandȱallȱrulingȱeldersȱwhoȱareȱformerȱmodȬ
eratorsȱofȱtheȱSynodȱwhoȱareȱpresentȱandȱwhoȱareȱinȱgoodȱstandingȱasȱ
membersȱofȱtheȱAssociateȱReformedȱPresbyterianȱChurch.”ȱAnd,ȱthatȱthisȱ
amendmentȱbeȱincorporatedȱintoȱtheȱnewȱproposedȱFormȱofȱGovernmentȱinȱ
theȱappropriateȱchapterȱpertainingȱtoȱtheȱGeneralȱSynod.)ȱbeȱapproved.ȱ

7.ȱThatȱMemorialȱNumberȱ4ȱfromȱFirstȱPresbyteryȱ(thatȱSynod:ȱI.ȱAmendȱ
theȱManualȱofȱAuthoritiesȱandȱDutiesȱwhereȱrequiredȱtoȱincludeȱtheȱfollowȬ
ingȱprovisionȱforȱeachȱofȱSynodȇsȱnineȱelectedȱofficers:ȱȈNoȱofficerȱofȱtheȱ
courtȱshallȱbeȱelectedȱtoȱserveȱmoreȱthanȱtwoȱconsecutiveȱtermsȱinȱanyȱsinȬ
gleȱoffice.ȈȱII.ȱAmendȱtheȱManualȱofȱAuthoritiesȱandȱDutiesȱwhereȱrequiredȱ
toȱincludeȱtheȱfollowingȱprovisionȱforȱtheȱelectedȱofficersȱofȱeachȱofȱSynodȇsȱ
BoardsȱandȱAgencies:ȱȈNoȱofficerȱofȱtheȱboard/committeeȱshallȱbeȱelectedȱtoȱ
serveȱmoreȱthanȱtwoȱconsecutiveȱtermsȱinȱanyȱsingleȱoffice.ȈȱIII.ȱ(Forȱtheȱ
purposesȱofȱtheseȱprovisions),ȱallȱcurrentȱorȱnewlyȬelectedȱofficersȱshallȱ
considerȱtheȱtermȱbeginningȱorȱincludingȱJulyȱ1,ȱ2012ȱasȱtheirȱfirstȱterm.)ȱ
beȱapproved.ȱ

8.ȱThatȱMemorialȱNumberȱ1ȱfromȱMississippiȱValleyȱPresbyteryȱ(Thatȱ
TheȱAssociateȱReformedȱPresbyterianȱChurchȱadoptȱtheȱfollowingȱaffirmaȬ
tionsȱandȱdenials:ȱ1)ȱWeȱaffirmȱthatȱAdamȱandȱEveȱwereȱspecial,ȱuniqueȱ
directȱcreationsȱofȱGod,ȱcreatedȱinȱHisȱimage,ȱwithȱAdamȱbeingȱformedȱ
fromȱtheȱdustȱofȱtheȱgroundȱandȱEveȱbeingȱmadeȱfromȱhisȱside;ȱasȱsuch,ȱtheyȱ
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wereȱrealȱhumanȱbeingsȱandȱtheȱfirstȱmanȱandȱwoman;ȱ2)ȱWeȱaffirmȱthatȱ
theȱaccountȱofȱcreationȱasȱfoundȱinȱGenesisȱ1ȱandȱ2ȱisȱhistory;ȱ3)ȱWeȱdenyȱ
anyȱteachingȱthatȱclaimsȱthatȱtheȱaccountȱofȱcreationȱasȱfoundȱinȱGenesisȱ1ȱ
andȱ2ȱisȱmythology;ȱ4)ȱWeȱdenyȱanyȱtheoryȱthatȱteachesȱthatȱAdamȱandȱ
Eveȱdescendedȱfromȱotherȱbiologicalȱlifeȱformsȱandȱthatȱsuchȱaȱtheoryȱcanȱbeȱ
reasonablyȱreconciledȱwithȱeitherȱtheȱStandardsȱofȱtheȱAssociateȱReformedȱ
PresbyterianȱChurchȱorȱHolyȱScripture)ȱnotȱbeȱapproved.ȱ

9.ȱThatȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱinstructȱtheȱCommitteeȱonȱTheologicalȱandȱ
SocialȱConcernsȱtoȱstudyȱtheȱfollowingȱstatementȱandȱmakeȱrecomȬ
mendationsȱtoȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱatȱitsȱ2013ȱmeeting:ȱ1)ȱWeȱaffirmȱ
thatȱAdamȱandȱEveȱwereȱspecial,ȱuniqueȱdirectȱcreationsȱofȱGod,ȱcreatedȱinȱ
Hisȱimage,ȱwithȱAdamȱbeingȱformedȱfromȱtheȱdustȱofȱtheȱgroundȱandȱEveȱ
beingȱmadeȱfromȱhisȱside;ȱasȱsuch,ȱtheyȱwereȱrealȱhumanȱbeingsȱandȱtheȱ
firstȱmanȱandȱwoman;ȱ2)ȱWeȱaffirmȱthatȱtheȱaccountȱofȱcreationȱasȱfoundȱinȱ
Genesisȱ1ȱandȱ2ȱisȱhistory;ȱ3)ȱWeȱdenyȱanyȱteachingȱthatȱclaimsȱthatȱtheȱ
accountȱofȱcreationȱasȱfoundȱinȱGenesisȱ1ȱandȱ2ȱisȱmythology;ȱ4)ȱWeȱdenyȱ
anyȱtheoryȱthatȱteachesȱthatȱAdamȱandȱEveȱdescendedȱfromȱotherȱbiologicalȱ
lifeȱformsȱandȱthatȱsuchȱaȱtheoryȱcanȱbeȱreasonablyȱreconciledȱwithȱeitherȱ
theȱStandardsȱofȱtheȱAssociateȱReformedȱPresbyterianȱChurchȱorȱHolyȱ
Scripture.ȱ

10.ThatȱtheȱmemorialȱfromȱNortheastȱPresbyteryȱconcerningȱforwardȬ
ingȱtheȱlanguageȱofȱAssistantȱPastorsȱtoȱtheȱSpecialȱCommitteeȱonȱ
theȱFormȱofȱGovernmentȱnotȱbeȱapproved.ȱ

11.ȱThatȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱrecognizeȱtheȱadditionȱofȱtheȱpositionȱofȱ
“AssistantȱPastor”ȱandȱincludeȱtheȱfollowingȱlanguageȱinȱtheȱapȬ
propriateȱsectionsȱofȱtheȱFormȱofȱGovernmentȱafterȱapprovalȱbyȱtheȱ
presbyteries:ȱ
1.ȱȱAnȱAssistantȱPastorȱwouldȱbeȱanȱordainedȱminister,ȱandȱwouldȱbeȱaȱ
memberȱofȱtheȱPresbyteryȱtoȱwhichȱtheȱChurch,ȱwhereȱheȱserves,ȱbeȬ
longs;ȱ

2.ȱȱAnȱAssistantȱPastorȱwouldȱbeȱexamined,ȱ[ordained]ȱandȱinstalledȱbyȱ
theȱPresbytery;ȱ

3.ȱȱDissolutionȱofȱtheȱrelationshipȱwouldȱbeȱbyȱactionȱofȱtheȱPresbytery,ȱatȱ
theȱinitiationȱofȱtheȱAssistantȱPastor,ȱtheȱSessionȱorȱtheȱPresbytery;ȱ
theȱprocessȱwouldȱfollowȱtheȱguidelinesȱofȱFOGȱX.ȱF.ȱ

4.ȱȱAnȱAssistantȱPastorȱwouldȱbeȱeligibleȱforȱdenominationalȱhealthȱandȱ
retirementȱbenefits;ȱ

5.ȱȱAnȱAssistantȱPastorȱwouldȱbeȱcalledȱbyȱtheȱSessionȱ(withȱtheȱpermisȬ
sionȱandȱapprovalȱofȱPresbytery)ȱandȱnotȱbyȱaȱcongregationalȱvote;ȱ

6.ȱȱAnȱAssistantȱPastorȱwouldȱserveȱaccordingȱtoȱtheȱtermsȱofȱtheȱcallȱ
preparedȱbyȱtheȱSession;ȱ
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7.ȱȱAnȱAssistantȱPastorȱwouldȱnotȱbeȱaȱmemberȱofȱtheȱSessionȱbutȱmayȱbeȱ
invitedȱtoȱattendȱandȱparticipateȱinȱdiscussionȱwithoutȱvote;ȱ

8.ȱȱAnȱAssistantȱpastorȱmayȱbeȱappointedȱonȱspecialȱoccasionsȱtoȱmoderateȱ
theȱsession;ȱ

9.ȱȱȱAnȱAssistantȱPastorȱwouldȱbeȱallowedȱtoȱcontinueȱtoȱserveȱaȱcongreȬ
gationȱwhenȱtheȱpastoralȱrelationshipȱofȱtheȱseniorȱpastorȱisȱdissolved,ȱ
butȱheȱwouldȱnotȱnormallyȱsucceedȱtheȱseniorȱpastorȱwithoutȱanȱinterȬ
veningȱtermȱofȱserviceȱinȱaȱdifferentȱfieldȱofȱlabor.ȱ

12.ȱThatȱMemorialȱNumberȱ2ȱfromȱNortheastȱPresbyteryȱ(Thatȱtheȱ
boundariesȱofȱNortheastȱPresbyteryȱbeȱredrawnȱsoȱthatȱallȱcountiesȱinȱ
Virginiaȱ(butȱcurrentlyȱwithinȱtheȱboundaryȱofȱNortheastȱPresbytery)ȱ–ȱ
withȱtheȱexceptionȱofȱFairfaxȱCountyȱandȱtheȱindependentȱcityȱofȱAlexanȬ
driaȱ–ȱbeȱremovedȱtoȱVirginiaȱPresbytery)ȱANDȱMemorialȱNumberȱ1ȱ
fromȱVirginiaȱPresbyteryȱ(thatȱtheȱPresbyteryȱboundariesȱofȱNortheastȱ
PresbyteryȱandȱVirginiaȱPresbyteryȱbeȱredrawnȱsoȱthatȱallȱcountiesȱinȱ
VirginiaȱthatȱareȱcurrentlyȱwithinȱtheȱboundsȱofȱNortheastȱPresbytery,ȱ
withȱtheȱexceptionȱofȱFairfaxȱCountyȱandȱtheȱindependentȱcityȱofȱAlexanȬ
dria,ȱbeȱremovedȱtoȱVirginiaȱPresbytery,ȱandȱTHEREFORE,ȱtheȱboundaȬ
riesȱofȱVirginiaȱPresbyteryȱshallȱbeȱdescribedȱas:ȱ“TheȱBoundariesȱofȱVirȬ
giniaȱPresbyteryȱincludeȱtheȱStateȱofȱVirginia,ȱexceptȱforȱtheȱCountyȱofȱ
FairfaxȱandȱtheȱindependentȱcityȱofȱAlexandria,”ȱandȱtheȱStateȱofȱWestȱ
Virginiaȱexceptȱforȱtheȱ“countiesȱnorthȱofȱtheȱsouthernȱboundariesȱofȱPreȬ
ston,ȱTaylor,ȱHarrison,ȱDoddridge,ȱRitchie,ȱandȱWoodȱCounties”;ȱand,ȱ
THEREFORE,ȱtheȱboundariesȱofȱNortheastȱPresbyteryȱshallȱbeȱdescribedȱ
as:ȱ“ConstitutedȱJanuaryȱ1,ȱ1987,ȱitȱwasȱformedȱbyȱtheȱdivisionȱofȱVirȬ
giniaȱPresbytery.ȱItȱnowȱincludesȱtheȱstatesȱofȱConnecticut,ȱDelaware,ȱ
Maryland,ȱMaine,ȱNewȱHampshire,ȱMassachusetts,ȱNewȱJersey,ȱNewȱ
York,ȱOhio,ȱPennsylvania,ȱRhodeȱIsland,ȱandȱVermont;ȱandȱinȱVirginiaȱ
theȱCountyȱofȱFairfaxȱandȱtheȱindependentȱcityȱofȱAlexandria,ȱandȱinȱ
WestȱVirginiaȱthoseȱcountiesȱnorthȱofȱtheȱsouthernȱboundariesȱofȱPreston,ȱ
Taylor,ȱHarrison,ȱDoddridge,ȱRitchieȱandȱWoodȱcounties.”)ȱbeȱapȬ
proved.ȱ

13.ȱThatȱtheȱcountyȱofȱArlingtonȱbeȱaddedȱtoȱtheȱlistȱofȱVirginiaȱcounȬ
tiesȱexcludedȱfromȱtheȱdescriptionȱofȱVirginiaȱPresbyteryȱandȱinȬ
cludedȱinȱtheȱdescriptionȱofȱNortheastȱPresbytery.ȱTheȱamendedȱ
sectionsȱwouldȱread:ȱ“…withȱtheȱexceptionȱofȱFairfaxȱandȱArlingȬ
tonȱcountiesȱandȱtheȱindependentȱcityȱofȱAlexandria…”ȱandȱ“…
andȱinȱVirginiaȱtheȱCountiesȱofȱFairfax,ȱArlington,ȱandȱtheȱindeȬ
pendentȱcityȱofȱAlexandria…”ȱ
ȱ
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FollowingȱtheȱrecommendationsȱofȱtheȱModerator’sȱComȬ
mitteeȱonȱMemorials,ȱRecommendationȱ#1ȱwasȱadopted.ȱRecȬ
ommendationȱ#2ȱwasȱdebatedȱandȱadopted.ȱRecommendationsȱ
#3Ȭ5ȱwereȱadopted.ȱRecommendationȱ#6ȱwasȱnotȱadopted.ȱRecȬ
ommendationȱ#7ȱwasȱadopted.ȱRecommendationȱ#8ȱwasȱpreȬ
sented.ȱȱAnȱamendmentȱwasȱofferedȱbyȱTimȱPhillips:ȱ
ȱ

Thatȱitemȱ#2ȱbeȱamendedȱtoȱread,ȱ“Weȱaffirmȱthatȱ
theȱaccountȱofȱcreationȱofȱAdamȱandȱEveȱasȱfoundȱinȱ
Genesisȱ1ȱandȱ2ȱisȱhistory.”ȱ
Thatȱitemȱ#3ȱbeȱamendedȱtoȱread,ȱ“Weȱdenyȱanyȱ
teachingȱthatȱclaimsȱthatȱtheȱaccountȱofȱcreationȱofȱ
AdamȱandȱEve,ȱasȱfoundȱinȱGenesisȱ1ȱandȱ2,ȱisȱȱ
mythology.”ȱ

ȱ

Recommendationȱ#ȱ8,ȱasȱamended,ȱwasȱadopted.ȱRecomȬ
mendationsȱ#9,ȱ10ȱandȱ11ȱwereȱwithdrawn.ȱRecommendationsȱ
#12ȱandȱ13ȱwereȱadopted.ȱȱ

Anȱamendmentȱtoȱrecommendationsȱ#12ȱandȱ13ȱmadeȱbyȱ
FrankȱMillerȱcarried:ȱȱ

ȱ

Toȱaddȱ“Washington,ȱDCȱandȱFallsȱChurch,ȱVA;”ȱtoȱtheȱlistȱofȱ
NortheastȱPresbytery.ȱȱ

ȱ

AȱmotionȱmadeȱbyȱKenȱMcMullenȱcarried:ȱ
ȱ

Thatȱtheȱdocketȱbeȱamendedȱtoȱallowȱconsiderationȱofȱ
theȱReportȱofȱtheȱExecutiveȱBoardȱandȱthenȱtheȱBoardȱ
ofȱErskineȱtoȱfollowȱimmediatelyȱafterȱtheȱreportȱofȱ
Moderator’sȱCommitteeȱonȱComplaints.ȱ

ȱ

TheȱReportȱofȱtheȱModeratorȇsȱCommitteeȱonȱComplaintsȱ
wasȱpresentedȱandȱadopted.ȱ

ȱ

WithȱreferenceȱtoȱtheȱComplaints,ȱtheȱModeratorȇsȱCommitȬ
teeȱrecommended:ȱȱ

1.ȱȱȱThatȱComplaintȱNumberȱ1ȱ(ComplaintȱagainstȱSecondȱPresbytery)ȱbeȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱreferredȱtoȱtheȱstandingȱEcclesiasticalȱCommissionȱonȱJudiciaryȱ

Affairs.ȱ
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2.ȱȱȱThatȱComplaintȱNumberȱ2ȱȱ(ComplaintȱofȱMr.ȱDannyȱWyattȱagainstȱ
FirstȱPresbytery)ȱbeȱreferredȱtoȱaȱjudiciaryȱcommissionȱappointedȱbyȱ
theȱModerator.ȱ

ȱ

AȱmotionȱmadeȱbyȱKenȱMcMullenȱcarried:ȱ
ȱ

ThatȱtheȱModeratorȱappointȱaȱcommitteeȱtoȱstudyȱ
andȱreviseȱtheȱBookȱofȱDisciplineȱandȱtoȱreportȱyearlyȱ
untilȱfinished.ȱ
ȱ

TheȱReportȱofȱtheȱExecutiveȱBoardȱwasȱpresented.ȱ
ȱ

ȱȱȱȱTHEȱREPORTȱOFȱTHEȱEXECUTIVEȱBOARDȱOFȱSYNODȱ
TheȱExecutiveȱBoardȱofȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱisȱtheȱagencyȱempowȬ

eredȱtoȱcarryȱoutȱtheȱworkȱofȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱinȱtheȱinterimȱperiodȱ
betweenȱmeetingsȱofȱSynod.ȱItȱprovidesȱoversightȱforȱtheȱAssociateȱ
ReformedȱPresbyterianȱCenterȱFacility,ȱCentralȱServices,ȱandȱtheȱproȬ
motionalȱworkȱofȱtheȱGeneralȱSynod.ȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱTheȱBoardȱmetȱonceȱsinceȱtheȱ2011ȱmeetingȱofȱtheȱGeneralȱSynod.ȱ
ThisȱreportȱreflectsȱtheȱactionsȱandȱactivitiesȱofȱtheȱExecutiveȱBoardȱ
andȱpresentsȱrecommendationsȱofȱtheȱExecutiveȱBoardȱtoȱtheȱGeneralȱ
Synod.ȱInȱitsȱdutyȱtoȱimplementȱdirectivesȱofȱtheȱGeneralȱSynod,ȱcoorȬ
dinateȱtheȱworkȱofȱtheȱSynodȱandȱsuperviseȱCentralȱServicesȱandȱtheȱ
AssociateȱReformedȱPresbyterianȱCenterȱFacility,ȱtheȱExecutiveȱBoardȱ
reportsȱtheȱfollowing:ȱ
Actionsȱofȱtheȱboard:ȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱTheȱBoardȱheardȱaȱpresentationȱbyȱSynod’sȱattorney,ȱDanȱEller,ȱ
withȱregardȱtoȱtheȱBoardȱMemberȱRemovalȱPolicy.ȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱAȱbriefȱpresentationȱwithȱregardȱtoȱtheȱmatterȱofȱPacificȱPresbyteryȱ
wasȱheard.ȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱTheȱExecutiveȱBoardȱapprovedȱtheȱCentralȱServicesȱmissionȱstateȬ
mentȱasȱfollows:ȱ“CentralȱServices,ȱtheȱagencyȱofȱtheȱExecutiveȱBoardȱ
ofȱGeneralȱSynod,ȱexistsȱtoȱsupportȱandȱencourageȱchurches,ȱpastors,ȱ
agencies,ȱandȱboardsȱofȱtheȱAssociateȱReformedȱPresbyterianȱChurch.ȱ
TogetherȱweȱshareȱtheȱGospelȱwithȱtheȱworld.ȱTheȱministriesȱofȱCenȬ
tralȱServicesȱinclude:ȱAdministrativeȱSupport,ȱFinances,ȱHumanȱReȬ
sources,ȱEmployeeȱBenefits,ȱPublications,ȱandȱPromotion.”ȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱThreeȱsuggestionsȱfromȱtheȱExecutiveȱBoardȱwereȱadoptedȱandȱ
sentȱtoȱtheȱBoardȱofȱTheȱAssociateȱReformedȱPresbyterianȱforȱpossibleȱ
inclusionȱinȱitsȱreportȱtoȱGeneralȱSynod.ȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱTheȱExecutiveȱBoardȱapprovedȱaȱnewȱ“GoodȱSamaritanȱOffering.”ȱȱ
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GOODȱSAMARITANȱOFFERINGȱ
Whenȱnaturalȱdisastersȱoccurȱthroughoutȱourȱnationȱorȱworld,ȱ
manyȱpeopleȱinȱtheȱlocalȱchurchesȱthroughoutȱourȱSynodȱwouldȱ
likeȱtheȱopportunityȱtoȱrespondȱtoȱthoseȱneeds,ȱnotȱonlyȱthroughȱ
prayer,ȱbutȱwithȱfinancialȱassistance.ȱInȱtheȱpastȱthereȱhasȱbeenȱnoȱ
establishedȱmethodȱtoȱaccomplishȱthisȱresponse.ȱBoardsȱoftenȱfeelȱ
thatȱifȱtheyȱassumeȱtheȱleadershipȱinȱaskingȱforȱmonetaryȱgiftsȱitȱ
couldȱpossiblyȱdecreaseȱtheȱamountȱofȱsupportȱreceivedȱforȱtheȱȱ
workȱofȱtheirȱboard,ȱandȱrightlyȱso.ȱDesiringȱtoȱavoidȱcomplicaȬ
tionsȱforȱboardsȱandȱatȱtheȱsameȱtimeȱreachȱoutȱtoȱothersȱinȱtheȱ
nameȱofȱourȱSynod,ȱtheȱGoodȱSamaritanȱOfferingȱisȱproposedȱasȱ
follows:ȱ
THEȱGOODȱSAMARITANȱOFFERINGȱ
TheȱGoodȱSamaritanȱOfferingȱisȱanȱoutreachȱofȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱ
ofȱtheȱAssociateȱReformedȱPresbyterianȱChurchȱtoȱassistȱthoseȱinȱ
ourȱnationȱandȱthroughoutȱtheȱworldȱwhoseȱlivesȱhaveȱbeenȱdevȬ
astatedȱbyȱnaturalȱdisastersȱsuchȱasȱhurricanes,ȱfloods,ȱtornados,ȱ
etc.ȱChristȱteaches:ȱ“…Iȱtellȱyouȱtheȱtruth,ȱwhateverȱyouȱdidȱforȱ
oneȱofȱtheȱleastȱofȱtheseȱbrothersȱofȱmine,ȱyouȱdidȱforȱme.”ȱȱ
{Matthewȱ25:40ȱ(NIV)}ȱ
PROVISIONSȱFORȱTHEȱGOODȱSAMARITANȱOFFERIINGȱ
TheȱGoodȱSamaritanȱOfferingȱwillȱbeȱreceivedȱonlyȱwhenȱnaturalȱ
disastersȱoccur.ȱAlongȱwithȱprayer,ȱthisȱofferingȱshallȱbeȱaȱmeansȱ
ofȱreachingȱoutȱasȱaȱSynodȱinȱtheȱnameȱofȱChrist.ȱ
OVERSEEINGȱTHEȱOFFERINGȱ
TheȱExecutiveȱDirectorȱofȱCentralȱServices,ȱtheȱPrincipalȱClerkȱofȱ
GeneralȱSynod,ȱtheȱTreasurerȱofȱGeneralȱSynodȱandȱtheȱcurrentȱ
ModeratorȱofȱGeneralȱSynodȱshallȱcomposeȱaȱSteeringȱCommitteeȱ
toȱoverseeȱtheȱreceivingȱandȱdisbursingȱofȱtheȱGoodȱSamaritanȱ
Offering.ȱ
RECEIVINGȱTHEȱOFFERINGȱ
TheȱExecutiveȱDirectorȱofȱCentralȱServicesȱshallȱbeȱtheȱconvenerȱofȱ
theȱSteeringȱCommitteeȱandȱshallȱpresentȱtoȱtheȱCommitteeȱtheȱ
needȱforȱtheȱofferingȱtoȱbeȱreceived.ȱIfȱtheȱSteeringȱCommitteeȱ
concurs,ȱtheȱGoodȱSamaritanȱOfferingȱwillȱbeȱpublicizedȱasȱsoonȱ
asȱfeasibleȱthroughoutȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱforȱthoseȱwhoȱwishȱtoȱ
participate.ȱ
TheȱGoodȱSamaritanȱOfferingȱwillȱbeȱreceivedȱbyȱtheȱOfficeȱofȱ
CentralȱServices.ȱ
DISBURSINGȱTHEȱOFFERINGȱ
TheȱSteeringȱCommitteeȱwillȱresearchȱandȱdetermineȱtheȱagencyȱ
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toȱdisburseȱtheȱofferingȱwhenȱitȱhasȱbeenȱreceived.ȱAȱreportȱshallȱ
beȱmadeȱtoȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱthroughȱtheȱARPȱMagazineȱandȱbyȱ
emailȱasȱtoȱhowȱtheȱofferingȱisȱdisbursed.ȱ
ȱȱ
TheȱproposedȱbudgetsȱforȱARPȱCenterȱFacility,ȱCentralȱServicesȱ

andȱtheȱExecutiveȱBoardȱwereȱapprovedȱforȱsubmissionȱtoȱGeneralȱ
Synod.ȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱTheȱExecutiveȱBoardȱapprovedȱtheȱmonthlyȱemphasesȱsubmittedȱ
byȱtheȱModeratorȬElectȱforȱsubmissionȱtoȱGeneralȱSynod.ȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱTheȱSynodȱProgramȱforȱ2012ȱwasȱapproved.ȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱAȱproposedȱamendmentȱtoȱtheȱRulesȱofȱOrderȱwasȱpresented,ȱ
discussed,ȱandȱadoptedȱforȱsubmissionȱtoȱSynod.ȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱTheȱARPȱWomen’sȱMinistriesȱpresident,ȱElaineȱPaceȬReed,ȱmadeȱ
theȱreportȱofȱWomenȇsȱMinistries.ȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱOralȱreportsȱfromȱSynodȱofficers,ȱtheȱSpecialȱCommitteeȱtoȱReviseȱ
theȱFormȱofȱGovernment,ȱtheȱboardsȱandȱcommitteesȱofȱSynod,ȱandȱtheȱ
presbyteriesȱwereȱreceivedȱasȱinformation.ȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱMotionsȱfromȱVirginiaȱandȱCatawbaȱpresbyteriesȱwereȱopened.ȱ
AsȱTennesseeȬAlabamaȱPresbyteryȱalsoȱhasȱaȱmemorialȱwhichȱwillȱbeȱ
submittedȱtoȱGeneralȱSynodȱonȱtheȱsameȱmatter,ȱtheȱExecutiveȱBoardȱ
didȱnotȱchooseȱtoȱdeclareȱtheȱmatterȱanȱemergency,ȱandȱdidȱnotȱconȬ
siderȱtheȱmotionsȱofȱtheȱtwoȱpresbyteries.ȱ
Recommendations:ȱ
1.ȱThatȱtheȱproposedȱbudgetsȱforȱARPȱCenterȱFacility,ȱCentralȱServicesȱ
andȱtheȱExecutiveȱBoardȱbeȱapproved.ȱ

2.ȱThatȱtheȱEmphasisȱforȱ2012Ȭ2013ȱbeȱendorsedȱforȱemphasisȱinȱtheȱ
denomination.ȱ

3.ȱTheȱExecutiveȱBoardȱrecommendsȱtoȱGeneralȱSynodȱtheȱestablishȬ
mentȱofȱaȱcommittee,ȱappointedȱbyȱtheȱModerator,ȱtoȱgatherȱinforȬ
mationȱwithȱregardȱtoȱtheȱincorporationȱofȱitsȱboardsȱandȱagenciesȱ
thatȱwouldȱenableȱusȱtoȱevaluateȱproperlyȱtheȱlegalȱstatusȱofȱourȱ
relationship,ȱassessȱtheȱpotentialȱliabilities,ȱandȱbringȱthisȱreportȱtoȱ
theȱnextȱmeetingȱofȱtheȱExecutiveȱBoard.ȱ

4.ȱTheȱExecutiveȱBoardȱrecommendsȱthatȱatȱtheȱJuneȱ2012ȱAnnualȱ
MeetingȱofȱGeneralȱSynod,ȱPacificȱPresbyteryȱbeȱdissolved.ȱFurther,ȱ
thatȱGeneralȱSynodȱallowȱanyȱofȱtheȱformerȱPacificȱPresbyteryȱ
churchesȱdesiringȱmembershipȱinȱtheȱAssociateȱReformedȱȱPresbyteȬ
rianȱChurchȱtoȱbeȱalignedȱwithȱtheȱnearestȱARPȱPresbytery.ȱȱ

5.ȱTheȱExecutiveȱBoardȱrecommendsȱthatȱSynodȇsȱRulesȱofȱOrder,ȱVI
(A)ȱbeȱamendedȱtoȱread:ȱ“VI.ȱMattersȱtoȱbeȱConsideredȱbyȱtheȱCourt.ȱ
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A.ȱ Reportsȱfromȱboards,ȱstandingȱcommittees,ȱandȱspecialȱcommitȬ
teesȱofȱtheȱCourtȱandȱreportsȱandȱmemorialsȱfromȱlowerȱcourtsȱ
willȱbeȱfiledȱwithȱtheȱBillȱClerkȱpriorȱtoȱtheȱcloseȱofȱtheȱfirstȱbusiȬ
nessȱsession.ȱTheseȱreportsȱshouldȱbeȱsubmittedȱinȱtypewrittenȱ
form,ȱinȱtriplicate,ȱsignedȱasȱanȱelectronicȱfileȱthatȱincludesȱaȱ
scannedȱsignatureȱbyȱtheȱChairman,ȱSecretary,ȱModeratorȱorȱ
Clerk.ȱTheseȱcommunicationsȱwillȱbeȱconsideredȱinȱtheȱordinaryȱ
routineȱofȱbusiness.”ȱȱ
[IX.ȱAmendmentȱofȱRules.ȱAmendmentsȱtoȱtheȱRulesȱofȱOrderȱ
shallȱbeȱproposedȱbyȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱtoȱtheȱPresbyteriesȱandȱ
mustȱbeȱapprovedȱbyȱaȱmajorityȱofȱallȱthoseȱvotingȱinȱallȱtheȱ
Presbyteries.ȱTheȱGeneralȱSynodȱshallȱcertifyȱtheȱvoteȱatȱitsȱnextȱ
meeting.]ȱ

ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ Respectfullyȱsubmitted,ȱȱ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ A.K.ȱPutnam,ȱModeratorȱ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ C.R.ȱBeard,ȱPrincipalȱClerkȱ
ȱ ȱ ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱ
ȱ ȱ ȱȱȱȱȱȱCENTRALȱSERVICESȱ

ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ

2012 
Synod 

Approved
2013 

Proposed
Revenues

Current Funds -1.14% -2.00%
Denominational Ministry Funds 283,729$   278,054$   
Additional Allocation Needed 0 10,530
Agency Support (AS) Copier & Postage 22,400       26,500       
Total Current Funds 306,129$   315,084$   

Agency Support
Board of Benefits 137,108$   143,724$   
ARP Foundation 3,750        4,750        
W. H. Dunlap Fund 4,250        4,250        
Total Agency Support 145,108$   152,724$   

Total Revenues 451,237$   467,808$   

Expenses 2.00% 3.00%
Total Salary and Benefits 402,338$   417,441$   
Staff & Program
Worker's Compensation 2,013$       2,076$       
Director Travel & Expenses 2,000        2,000        
Staff Travel & Expenses 500           500           
Training 2,000        2,000        
Organizational Dues 425           425           
Total Staff & Program 6,938$       7,001$       

Equipment
Lease
  Copiers (AS Exp Reimb) 8,400$       8,893$       
  Postage Meter/Scales (AS Exp Reimb) 3,000        3,000        
Equipment Purchase 1,500        1,500        
Equipment Maintenance -            200           
Total Equipment 12,900$     13,593$     
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ȱ
ARPȱCENTERȱFACILITYȱ

ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ

ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ

2012 
Synod 

Approved
2013 

Proposed
General Office
  Software Maintenance 5,400$       5,700$       
  Internet 1,000        1,400        
  Bank Fees 0 0
  Basic Telephone 2,450        3,194        
  Long Distance 50             50             
  ARP Synod Web Page design & maint 250           -            
  Office Supplies 11,000       11,000       
  Postage (AS Exp Reimb) 11,500       14,000       
  UPS (AS Exp Reimb) 2,000        4,500        
  Paper (AS Exp Reimb) 1,200        1,200        
Total General Office 34,850$     41,044$     

Total Expenses 457,026$   479,079$   

Net Income (Loss) ($5,789) ($11,271)
Beginning Fund Balance $0 $11,271
Ending Fund Balance ($5,789) $0

2012 Synod 
Approved

2013 
Proposed

RECEIPTS -2%
General Synod Allocation $14,688 $19,390

Rent
    CEM 10,496 10,893
    Outreach North America 9,798 10,092
    The ARP 6,299 3,209
    World Witness 20,712 21,376

    Non-Synod Agencies
    201 1,751 1,804
    202 6,295 6,484
    204 -                0
Interest and Miscellaneous
  Interest 10 10
TOTAL RECEIPTS $70,049 $73,258

Expenses
Facility Management
  Staff & General Office $2,300 $2,198
  Facility Maintenance
  Expendable Supplies 1,000 1,000
  Repairs & Maintenance 4,000 8,000
Facility Management $7,300 $11,198

Facility Maintenance
  Garbage Pick-Up $1,400 $1,400
  Yard Maintenance 5,000 6,250
  Heating & Air Conditioning 6,200 6,200
  Janitorial Services 12,000 12,000
  Security Monitoring Fees 660 350
  Pest Control 360 360
Facility Maintenance $25,620 $26,560
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ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱEXECUTIVEȱBOARDȱOFȱSYNODȱ

ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ

2012 Synod 
Approved

2013 
Proposed

Utilities
  Electricity $20,500 $20,500
  Gas 13,500 12,000
  Water & Sewer 1,300 1,500
Utilities $35,300 $34,000

Building, Equipment & Furniture
  Equipment 1,500 1,500
Building, Equipment & Furniture $1,500 $1,500

Contingency 629 0

Depreciation - Current Period Adjustment 0 0
TOTAL Expenses $70,349 $73,258
Net Income (Loss) ($300) $0
Beginning Fund Balance $9,256 $10,324
Ending Fund Balance $8,956 $10,324

 2012 
Synod 

Approved 
 2013 

Proposed 
Revenues
General Synod Allocation 92,053$    90,212$    
General Synod Reserve-Additional Amount (1,841)       32,656      
Erskine Campus Ministry DM Allocation-From Erskine -           69,777      
Minutes of Synod Sales Income 50            50            
Plan Book Sales 500           500           
General Synod Registration 25,440      22,000      

Total Revenues 116,202$   215,195$   
Expenses
General Synod Officers
  Moderator 4,000$     4,000$     
  Vice-Moderator 500           500           
  Moderator-Elect 1,000        1,000        
  Vice-Moderator Elect 500           500           
  Principal Clerk 5,000        5,000        
  Treasurer 3,675        3,675        
Total General Synod Officers 14,675$    14,675$    
Total Synod Coordinator -$          -$          
General Synod Meeting
  Program & Preparation 8,390$      13,760
  Honorariums 2,000        2,000        
  Pre-Synod Conf Honorariums 3,200        1,800        
  Multi-Culltural Training -           1,200        
  Staff Expenses 400           450           
  Synod Planning 300           300           
  Synod Room & Board 19,410 25,990
Total General Synod Meeting 33,700$    45,500$    
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 2012 
Synod 

Approved 
 2013 

Proposed 
Executive Board Meeting & Office
  Board Travel & Meeting Expense 9,000$      8,300$      
  Strategic Planning Committee 2,000        5,000        
  General Office & Miscellaneous 1,050        500           
  Bank Service Fees 1,200        100           
  Executive Board-Legal -           500           
  Committee to Plan Emphases 550           -           
  Special Committee to Oversee Campus Ministry -           2,500        
Total Executive Board 13,800$    16,900$    

Erskine Campus Ministry
Total ECM Salary & Benefits -$          82,060$    
General Synod Contingency
  Unallocated 20,167$    25,000$    
  Multi-Cultral Committee 500           500           
  Special Committee to Revise FOG 3,000        -           
Total General Synod Contingency 23,667$    25,500$    
Promotion & Services
    Workers Compensation 60$           60$           
    Umbrella Liability 1,700        1,600        
    Multi-Peril Insurance 4,700        5,000        
Total Insurance 6,460$      6,660$      
  Orientation Program 9,000$      9,000$      
Historical Concerns
    Historian Honorarium 1,000$      1,000$      
    Curator of ARP Materials 500           500           
    Historical Records-materials preservation 500           500           
Total Historial Concerns 2,000$      2,000$      
  New Mission Subscriptions-THE ARP 1,000$      1,000$      
Total Promotion & Services 18,460$    18,660$    
Minutes of Synod
  Preparation & Distribution 2,400$      2,400$      
  Printing 6,000        6,000        
Total Minutes of Synod 8,400$      8,400$      
Plan Book
  Preparation & Distribution 1,400$      1,400$      
  Printing 2,100        2,100        
Total Plan Book 3,500$      3,500$      
Total Expenses 116,202$   215,195$   
Net Income (Loss) 0$            0$            

ARP Women's Ministry-Reimbursed
Reimbursement for ARPWM Admin Salary & Tax 21,130$    21,780$    
Total ARPWM Expenses 21,130$    21,780$    
Net Income (Loss)-ARPWM -$          -$          

Erskine Campus Ministry
Total ECM Contributions-Includes $21,717.24 Transfer -$         48,890$   
Total Erskine Campus Ministry Expenses -$          48,890$    
Net Income (Loss)-ECM -$          -$          
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TheȱModeratorȇsȱCommitteeȱonȱtheȱExecutiveȱBoardȱrecȬ
ommendedȱthatȱSynod:ȱ
ApproveȱRecommendationȱ1ȱ(ThatȱtheȱproposedȱbudgetsȱforȱARPȱ
CenterȱFacility,ȱCentralȱServicesȱandȱtheȱExecutiveȱBoardȱbeȱapȬ
proved.)ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱ

ApproveȱRecommendationȱ2ȱ(ThatȱtheȱEmphasisȱforȱ2012Ȭ2013ȱbeȱ
endorsedȱforȱemphasisȱinȱtheȱdenomination)ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱ

ApproveȱRecommendationȱ3ȱ(ThatȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱestablishȱaȱ
committee,ȱȱappointedȱbyȱtheȱModerator,ȱtoȱgatherȱinformationȱ
withȱregardȱtoȱtheȱincorporationȱofȱitsȱboardsȱandȱagenciesȱthatȱ
wouldȱenableȱusȱtoȱevaluateȱproperlyȱtheȱlegalȱstatusȱofȱourȱrelaȬ
tionship,ȱassessȱtheȱpotentialȱliabilities,ȱȱandȱbringȱthisȱreportȱtoȱ
theȱnextȱmeetingȱofȱtheȱExecutiveȱBoard)ȱ

ApproveȱRecommendationȱ4ȱ(TheȱExecutiveȱBoardȱrecommendsȱ
thatȱatȱtheȱJuneȱ2012ȱAnnualȱMeetingȱofȱGeneralȱSynod,ȱPacificȱ
Presbyteryȱbeȱdissolved.ȱFurther,ȱthatȱGeneralȱSynodȱallowȱanyȱofȱ
theȱformerȱPacificȱPresbyteryȱchurchesȱdesiringȱmembershipȱinȱtheȱ
AssociateȱReformedȱPresbyterianȱChurchȱtoȱbeȱalignedȱwithȱtheȱ
nearestȱARPȱPresbytery)ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱ

ApproveȱRecommendationȱNumberȱ5ȱ[ThatȱSynodȇsȱRulesȱofȱ
Order,ȱVI(A)]ȱbeȱamendedȱtoȱread:ȱȱ

ȱȱȱȱȱ“VI.ȱMattersȱȱtoȱbeȱConsideredȱbyȱtheȱCourtȱȱ
A.ȱReportsȱfromȱboards,ȱstandingȱcommittees,ȱandȱspecialȱcommitȬ
teesȱofȱtheȱCourtȱandȱreportsȱandȱmemorialsȱfromȱlowerȱcourtsȱwillȱ
beȱfiledȱwithȱtheȱBillȱClerkȱpriorȱtoȱtheȱcloseȱofȱtheȱfirstȱbusinessȱ
session.ȱTheseȱreportsȱshouldȱbeȱsubmittedȱinȱtypewrittenȱform,ȱinȱ
triplicate,ȱsignedȱasȱanȱelectronicȱfileȱthatȱincludesȱaȱscannedȱsigȬ
natureȱbyȱtheȱChairman,ȱSecretary,ȱModeratorȱorȱClerk.ȱTheseȱ
communicationsȱwillȱbeȱconsideredȱinȱtheȱordinaryȱroutineȱofȱbusiȬ
ness.”ȱȱ
[IX.ȱAmendmentȱofȱRules.ȱAmendmentsȱtoȱtheȱRulesȱofȱOrderȱ
shallȱbeȱproposedȱbyȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱtoȱtheȱPresbyteriesȱandȱ
mustȱbeȱapprovedȱbyȱaȱmajorityȱofȱallȱthoseȱvotingȱinȱallȱtheȱPresȬ
byteries.ȱTheȱGeneralȱSynodȱshallȱcertifyȱtheȱvoteȱatȱitsȱnextȱmeetȬ
ing.])ȱThisȱnoteȱprovidedȱforȱreference.ȱ

ȱ
Recommendationsȱ#1ȱandȱ2ȱofȱtheȱModerator’sȱCommitteeȱ

onȱExecutiveȱBoardȱwereȱadopted.ȱRecommendationȱ#3ȱwasȱ
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adopted.ȱRecommendationȱ#4ȱwasȱreferredȱbackȱtoȱtheȱExecuȬ
tiveȱBoard.ȱRecommendationȱ#5ȱwasȱadopted.ȱȱ

ȱ
TheȱReportȱofȱErskineȱCollegeȱandȱSeminaryȱwasȱpreȬ

sented.ȱ
ȱ

REPORTȱOFȱERSKINEȱCOLLEGEȱȱ
ANDȱERSKINEȱTHEOLOGICALȱSEMINARYȱ

ȱ
FathersȱandȱBrethren:ȱ
ErskineȱCollegeȱandȱErskineȱTheologicalȱSeminaryȱareȱministriesȱ

ofȱtheȱAssociateȱReformedȱPresbyterianȱChurchȱ(ARPC)ȱinȱtheȱfieldȱofȱ
higherȱeducationȱthroughȱtheirȱhistoric,ȱunique,ȱmutuallyȱbeneficial,ȱ
andȱpurposefulȱrelationship.ȱErskineȱisȱanȱacademicȱcommunityȱthatȱ
existsȱtoȱglorifyȱGodȱbyȱequippingȱstudentsȱtoȱflourishȱasȱwholeȱperȬ
sonsȱforȱlivesȱofȱservice.ȱSpecifically,ȱtheȱmissionȱofȱErskineȱCollegeȱisȱ
toȱequipȱstudentsȱtoȱflourishȱbyȱprovidingȱanȱexcellentȱliberalȱartsȱeduȬ
cationȱinȱaȱChristȬcenteredȱenvironmentȱwhereȱlearningȱandȱbiblicalȱ
truthȱareȱintegratedȱtoȱdevelopȱtheȱwholeȱperson.ȱ
And,ȱtheȱmissionȱofȱErskineȱTheologicalȱSeminaryȱisȱtoȱeducateȱperȬ
sonsȱforȱserviceȱinȱtheȱChristianȱChurch.ȱ

TheȱBoardȱofȱTrusteesȱisȱcommittedȱbyȱGod’sȱgraceȱtoȱfulfillingȱtheȱ
institutionalȱmissionȱandȱfaithfullyȱstewardingȱErskineȱaccordingȱtoȱ
ourȱestablishedȱresponsibilities.ȱTheseȱareȱmostȱclearlyȱsetȱforthȱinȱtheȱ
1977/78ȱStatementȱofȱtheȱPhilosophyȱofȱChristianȱHigherȱEducationȱ
(SPCHE).ȱThisȱstatementȱcontinuesȱtoȱguideȱtheȱBoardȱinȱallȱitsȱactiviȬ
ties.ȱȱ

Partȱofȱtheseȱresponsibilitiesȱincludesȱannuallyȱcompilingȱthisȱ
reportȱfromȱErskine’sȱBoardȱofȱTrusteesȱtoȱtheȱGeneralȱSynod.ȱThisȱ
reportȱisȱintendedȱtoȱenhanceȱunderstandingȱandȱtoȱimproveȱcommuȬ
nicationȱwithinȱtheȱARPC.ȱAdditionally,ȱthisȱisȱoneȱofȱtheȱtoolsȱbyȱ
whichȱsomeȱinsightȱcanȱbeȱgainedȱasȱtoȱtheȱsignificantȱimpactȱyourȱ
supportȱandȱprayersȱareȱhavingȱuponȱtheȱlivesȱofȱsoȱmany.ȱAsȱyouȱreadȱ
throughȱandȱconsiderȱtheȱinformationȱprovidedȱitȱwillȱbeȱimportantȱtoȱ
beȱmindfulȱofȱourȱcontextȱandȱthoseȱaspectsȱthatȱdirectlyȱimpactȱtheȱ
workȱofȱtheȱBoardȱandȱtheȱPresident:ȱ(1)ȱtheȱstressȱandȱanxietyȱthatȱ
necessarilyȱcomesȱwhenȱchangesȱareȱmadeȱandȱbestȱpracticesȱareȱimȬ
plemented;ȱ(2)ȱtheȱpersistent,ȱpublicȱrelationalȱstrainȱwithinȱtheȱdeȬ
nominationȱandȱtheȱvariousȱconstituenciesȱofȱErskineȱ(e.g.ȱARPC,ȱfacȬ
ulty,ȱstaff,ȱalumni,ȱdonors);ȱ(3)ȱtheȱslowȱrecoveryȱofȱtheȱeconomy;ȱandȱ
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(4)ȱtheȱculturalȱindifferenceȱtoȱtheȱimportanceȱofȱaȱChristianȱliberalȱartsȱ
education.ȱTheseȱareȱtheȱenvironmentalȱrealitiesȱthatȱweȱmustȱconfrontȱ
asȱweȱseekȱtoȱadvanceȱErskineȱinȱaccordanceȱwithȱitsȱmission,ȱvision,ȱ
andȱtheologicalȱfoundations.ȱȱ

ThereȱareȱalsoȱpositiveȱfactorsȱthatȱareȱpresentȱwhichȱhelpȱtoȱaccelȬ
erateȱprogress.ȱWeȱareȱgratefulȱforȱSynod’sȱsupportȱandȱencourageȬ
ment,ȱasȱwellȱasȱitsȱforbearanceȱtowardȱtheȱBoardȱinȱtheȱexerciseȱofȱitsȱ
governanceȱandȱleadership.ȱWeȱhaveȱseenȱaȱlargerȱmeasureȱofȱcivilityȱ
withinȱourȱconstituenciesȱasȱweȱengageȱissuesȱforȱtheȱsakeȱofȱresoluȬ
tionȱandȱreconciliation.ȱWeȱareȱseeingȱtheȱearlyȱfirstȱfruitȱthatȱisȱbornȱ
fromȱimprovedȱmanagementȱpracticesȱaccompaniedȱwithȱstrongȱleadȬ
ershipȱ–ȱforȱwhichȱweȱthankȱGod.ȱTheȱmissionȱofȱthisȱinstitutionȱisȱ
worthyȱofȱtheȱsacrificesȱmadeȱbyȱtheȱgenerationsȱthatȱhaveȱgoneȱbeforeȱ
usȱandȱofȱthoseȱrequiredȱofȱusȱtoday.ȱAtȱtimesȱtheȱworkȱisȱhard,ȱbutȱweȱ
rejoiceȱthatȱtheȱLordȱallowsȱusȱtoȱseeȱtheȱGospelȱtransformȱtheȱlivesȱofȱ
collegeȱandȱseminaryȱstudentsȱwhileȱbeingȱpleasedȱtoȱsustainȱthisȱ
institutionȱthatȱisȱhis.ȱWe,ȱtheȱBoardȱandȱPresidentȱNorman’sȱadminisȬ
trativeȱteam,ȱareȱhumbledȱandȱmovedȱbyȱtheȱprivilegeȱweȱhaveȱbeenȱ
givenȱtoȱserveȱErskineȱCollegeȱandȱTheologicalȱSeminaryȱandȱcountȱitȱ
allȱaȱveryȱhighȱcalling.ȱ

TheȱBoardȱofȱTrusteesȱtakesȱseriouslyȱtheȱconcernsȱraisedȱinȱrecentȱ
yearsȱbyȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱandȱothers,ȱandȱweȱalongȱwithȱPresidentȱ
DavidȱNormanȱhaveȱbeenȱworkingȱtirelesslyȱtoȱaddressȱthem.ȱWhileȱ
muchȱremainsȱtoȱbeȱdone,ȱsignificantȱstepsȱhaveȱbeenȱtakenȱtowardȱ
betterȱexecutingȱandȱimplementingȱtheȱvisionȱforȱErskineȱthatȱwasȱsoȱ
plainlyȱdefinedȱinȱtheȱ1977/78ȱStatementȱofȱtheȱPhilosophyȱofȱChristianȱ
HigherȱEducationȱ(SPCHE),ȱadoptedȱbyȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱforȱitsȱmisȬ
sionȱinȱhigherȱeducationȱasȱwellȱasȱotherȱgovernanceȱguidelinesȱestabȬ
lishedȱinȱtheȱlateȱ70’sȱandȱearlyȱ80’s.ȱ

Thisȱyear’sȱreportȱisȱpresentedȱasȱaȱprogressȱreportȱtoȱSynodȱonȱ
whatȱhasȱoccurredȱsinceȱtheȱlastȱmeetingȱofȱtheȱGeneralȱSynod.ȱThisȱ
reportȱisȱdividedȱintoȱthreeȱsections:ȱ(I)ȱProgressȱReportȱonȱGeneralȱ
Synod’sȱ2011ȱMotions;ȱ(II)ȱProgressȱReportȱonȱtheȱTenȱAreasȱofȱReȬ
sponsibilitiesȱIdentifiedȱinȱtheȱManualȱofȱAuthoritiesȱandȱDuties;ȱandȱ(III)ȱ
ProgressȱReportȱonȱInstitutionalȱDataȱandȱStatistics.ȱ

I.ȱProgressȱReportȱonȱGeneralȱSynod’sȱ2011ȱMotionsȱ
DuringȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱofȱtheȱAssociateȱReformedȱPresbyterianȱ

ChurchȱinȱJuneȱ2011,ȱseveralȱmotionsȱwereȱpassedȱspecificallyȱconcernȬ
ingȱErskineȱCollegeȱandȱTheologicalȱSeminary.ȱErskine’sȱresponseȱto,ȱ
orȱimplicationȱfor,ȱeachȱmotionȱisȱdefinedȱbelow.ȱTheȱorderȱofȱtheȱreȬ
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sponseȱisȱconsistentȱwithȱtheȱlistȱtheȱBoardȱofȱTrusteesȱreceivedȱfromȱ
theȱPrincipalȱClerk.ȱ

Motionȱ–ȱBoardȱofȱStewardshipȱAllocationȱ(2011ȱMinutesȱofȱ
Synod,ȱpg.ȱ93,ȱRecȱ#3)ȱ

SinceȱGeneralȱSynodȱvotesȱtoȱapproveȱallȱofȱitsȱallocationsȱandȱ
doesȱnotȱdealȱwithȱthemȱindividually,ȱtheȱactualȱlanguageȱforȱthisȱmoȬ
tionȱisȱnotȱincludedȱinȱthisȱsection.ȱTheȱresultȱofȱtheȱmotionȱpassedȱwasȱ
thatȱtheȱBoardȱofȱStewardshipȱallocatedȱtoȱErskineȱtheȱfollowing:ȱ
$518,163ȱtoȱErskineȱandȱ$500ȱtoȱtheȱARPȱStudentȱUnion.ȱ

Oneȱofȱtheȱpurposesȱofȱthisȱreportȱisȱtoȱaidȱtheȱdenominationȱinȱ
understandingȱtheȱvalueȱofȱtheȱinvestmentȱmadeȱeachȱyear,ȱbutȱmoreȱ
importantlyȱappreciatingȱtheȱcompoundȱeffectȱthatȱSynod’sȱcontribuȬ
tionȱhasȱmadeȱthroughoutȱErskine’sȱ175ȱyearȱhistory.ȱToȱcomprehendȱ
thisȱandȱtheȱinformationȱinȱthisȱreportȱfully,ȱtheȱfundingȱallocationȱ
needsȱtoȱbeȱhighlighted.ȱErskineȱisȱmostȱgratefulȱforȱtheȱongoingȱsupȬ
portȱofȱtheȱARPC.ȱWhileȱtheȱmotionsȱinȱthisȱreportȱareȱpresentedȱinȱtheȱ
orderȱthatȱGeneralȱSynodȱdealtȱwithȱthemȱduringȱtheȱmeeting,ȱitȱisȱ
appropriateȱthatȱthisȱmotionȱisȱlistedȱfirstȱinȱthisȱreport.ȱ

Motionȱ–ȱCampusȱMinisterȱ(Indexȱ13)ȱ(2011ȱMinutesȱofȱSynod,ȱ
pg.ȱ31)ȱ

1.ȱThatȱeffectiveȱJulyȱ1,ȱ2011ȱtheȱErskineȱCampusȱMinisterȱbeȱmadeȱaȱ
directȱemployeeȱofȱtheȱGeneralȱSynod.ȱ

2.ȱThatȱaȱpermanentȱstandingȱcommitteeȱbeȱelectedȱtoȱprovideȱecclesiastiȬ
calȱoversightȱandȱsupportȱtoȱtȱCampusȱMinisterȱandȱministry,ȱandȱthatȱtheȱ
PresidentȱofȱErskineȱCollegeȱbeȱanȱexȱofficioȱmemberȱofȱtheȱcommittee.ȱ

3.ȱThatȱtheȱcurrentȱCommitteeȱonȱErskineȱCampusȱMinisterȱandȱMinisȬ
tryȱbeȱextendedȱoneȱyearȱtoȱcompleteȱremainingȱdetailsȱofȱthisȱtransition,ȱandȱ
toȱgiveȱSynod’sȱCommitteeȱonȱNominationsȱadequateȱtimeȱtoȱobtainȱnominaȬ
tionsȱforȱaȱpermanentȱstandingȱcommitteeȱwhichȱwillȱbeȱelectedȱatȱtheȱ2012ȱ
meetingȱofȱGeneralȱSynod.ȱ

4.ȱThatȱtheȱattachedȱOverviewȱofȱErskineȱCampusȱMinistryȱbeȱapproved.ȱ
5.ȱThatȱtheȱtermsȱofȱcallȱattachedȱtoȱthisȱreportȱbeȱapprovedȱandȱextendedȱ

toȱRev.ȱPaulȱPatrick.ȱ
6.ȱThatȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱofȱtheȱAssociateȱReformedȱPresbyterianȱ

ChurchȱenterȱintoȱanȱaffiliationȱagreementȱwithȱReformedȱUniversityȱMinisȬ
triesȱforȱtheȱpurposeȱofȱreachingȱstudentsȱforȱChristȱandȱequippingȱstudentsȱ
forȱservicesȱonȱtheȱErskineȱCollegeȱcampus.ȱ

7.ȱThatȱappropriateȱrevisionsȱbeȱmadeȱtoȱtheȱManualȱofȱAuthoritiesȱandȱ
Dutiesȱtoȱreflectȱtheȱdutiesȱandȱstructureȱoutlinedȱinȱthisȱreport.ȱ

AsȱperȱthisȱmotionȱPaulȱPatrick,ȱcurrentȱCampusȱMinister,ȱbecameȱ
anȱemployeeȱofȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱonȱJulyȱ1,ȱ2011.ȱTheȱcommitteeȱesȬ
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tablishedȱinȱthisȱmotionȱhasȱrequestedȱtheȱPresidentȱmoveȱfromȱservȬ
ingȱinȱanȱexȱofficioȱcapacityȱintoȱanȱadvisoryȱrole,ȱindicatingȱthatȱtheȱ
Presidentȱwouldȱonlyȱbeȱcalledȱuponȱwhenȱneededȱandȱwouldȱnotȱ
regularlyȱparticipateȱinȱtheȱmeetingsȱofȱthisȱstandingȱcommitteeȱforȱ
ecclesiasticalȱoversightȱandȱsupportȱtoȱtheȱCampusȱMinisterȱandȱminȬ
istry.ȱ

Motionȱ–ȱBoardȱMemberȱRemovalȱforȱAllȱAgenciesȱ(2011ȱMinȬ
utesȱofȱSynod,ȱpg.ȱ41)ȱ

1.ȱThatȱtheȱPolicyȱonȱ[Board]ȱMemberȱRemovalȱbeȱadoptedȱandȱaddedȱtoȱ
theȱManualȱofȱAuthoritiesȱandȱDutiesȱforȱimmediateȱimplementation;ȱ

2.ȱThatȱtheȱPolicyȱonȱ[Board]ȱMemberȱRemovalȱbeȱgivenȱtoȱtheȱFormȱofȱ
GovernmentȱRevisionȱCommitteeȱwithȱtheȱinstructionsȱtoȱincludeȱitȱinȱtheȱ
FormȱofȱGovernmentȱrevisions.ȱ

Atȱlastȱyear’sȱmeetingȱofȱtheȱGeneralȱSynod,ȱthereȱwereȱseveralȱ
motionsȱregardingȱSynod’sȱauthorityȱtoȱremoveȱmembersȱofȱtheȱErȬ
skineȱBoardȱforȱcause.ȱTheȱresponsesȱtoȱthisȱmotionȱandȱtheȱothersȱareȱ
includedȱinȱtheȱexplanationȱthatȱcorrespondsȱwithȱMotionȱE.ȱPleaseȱ
referȱtoȱMotionȱE.ȱ

Motionȱ(2011ȱMinutesȱofȱSynod,ȱpg.ȱ39)ȱ
ThatȱtheȱBoardȱMemberȱRemovalȱPolicyȱbeȱamendedȱtoȱincludeȱcontactȬ

ingȱdefendantȱimmediately,ȱinȱtheȱcontextȱofȱMatthewȱ18:15Ȭ17ȱ(alsoȱseeȱBookȱ
ofȱDiscipline).ȱ

Thisȱisȱanȱamendmentȱtoȱtheȱformerȱmotionȱandȱagain,ȱErskine’sȱ
responseȱtoȱtrusteeȱremovalȱbyȱSynodȱforȱcauseȱisȱincludedȱinȱMotionȱ
E.ȱPleaseȱreferȱtoȱMotionȱE.ȱ

Motionȱ–ȱStrategicȱPlanȱ(2011ȱMinutesȱofȱSynod,ȱpg.ȱ23)ȱ
Note:ȱThereȱwereȱseveralȱrecommendationsȱincludedȱinȱtheȱStrateȬ

gicȱPlan,ȱbutȱonlyȱ#1ȱ&ȱ#3ȱrelatedȱtoȱErskine.ȱ
1.ȱThatȱfirstȱofȱall,ȱfollowingȱIȱTim.ȱ2:1Ȭ2,ȱregularȱandȱspecialȱtimesȱbeȱ

appointedȱforȱsupplications,ȱprayers,ȱintercessions,ȱandȱthanksgivingsȱtoȱbeȱ
madeȱforȱallȱwhoȱserveȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱofȱtheȱAssociateȱReformedȱPresbyteȬ
rianȱChurch,ȱitsȱpresbyteries,ȱsessions,ȱboards,ȱagencies,ȱcommissions,ȱcomȬ
mittees,ȱandȱchurches,ȱthatȱweȱmightȱleadȱlivesȱthatȱareȱfaithfulȱunderȱtheȱ
LordshipȱofȱJesusȱChristȱinȱtheȱserviceȱofȱtheȱgospelȱofȱgraceȱfreelyȱofferedȱtoȱ
all.ȱ

3.ȱThatȱtheȱindividualȱBoardsȱandȱAgenciesȱofȱtheȱARPȱChurchȱbeȱinȬ
structedȱtoȱgiveȱcarefulȱconsiderationȱtoȱtheȱVision,ȱministryȱcriteria,ȱandȱfiveȱ
emphasesȱoutlinedȱinȱthisȱReport,ȱandȱthatȱrepresentativesȱofȱtheseȱBoardsȱandȱ
AgenciesȱprovideȱaȱdetailedȱwrittenȱreportȱtoȱtheȱStrategicȱPlanningȱCommitȬ
teeȱasȱaȱbasisȱforȱfurtherȱdiscussionȱasȱtoȱhowȱtheirȱministryȱisȱconsistentȱwithȱ
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andȱcanȱworkȱtoȱfurtherȱtheseȱgoals.ȱTheseȱreportsȱshallȱbeȱsubmittedȱbyȱDeȬ
cemberȱ1,ȱ2011.ȱ

Theȱcollegeȱandȱseminaryȱcontinueȱtoȱcovetȱtheȱprayersȱofȱtheȱ
denominationȱandȱaskȱthatȱtheȱdelegatesȱtoȱSynodȱandȱtheirȱcongregaȬ
tionsȱtakeȱseriouslyȱsuchȱrecommendationsȱwhenȱtheyȱareȱpassed.ȱ

Synod’sȱStrategicȱPlanningȱCommitteeȱhasȱhostedȱthreeȱjointȱ
meetingsȱthroughoutȱthisȱyearȱwithȱtheȱexecutiveȱdirectorsȱandȱboardȱ
leadershipȱfromȱErskineȱandȱSynod’sȱagencies.ȱErskineȱhasȱparticiȬ
patedȱinȱallȱofȱtheseȱmeetingsȱandȱhasȱrespondedȱasȱrequestedȱbyȱtheȱ
committee.ȱ

Motionȱ–ȱTheȱErskineȱReportȱ
1.ȱThatȱaȱseasonȱofȱprayerȱandȱfastingȱforȱErskineȱCollegeȱandȱSeminaryȱ

beȱheldȱinȱtheȱchurchesȱofȱtheȱpresbyteriesȱinȱtheȱARPȱSynod.ȱ
2.ȱThatȱspecialȱdaysȱbeȱdesignatedȱwhenȱtheȱworkȱofȱErskineȱCollegeȱandȱ

SeminaryȱcanȱbeȱpresentedȱtoȱtheȱcongregationsȱofȱtheȱAssociateȱReformedȱ
PresbyterianȱChurchȱandȱwhenȱspecialȱofferingsȱtoȱsupportȱtheȱministriesȱofȱ
thisȱinstitutionȱcanȱbeȱreceived.ȱ

4.ȱToȱcommendȱtheȱBoardȱofȱErskineȱCollegeȱandȱSeminary,ȱitsȱadminiȬ
stration,ȱPresidentȱandȱfacultyȱonȱitsȱcompetentȱandȱwonderfulȱworkȱunderȱ
extremeȱpressureȱduringȱthisȱlastȱyear.ȱ

5.ȱThatȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱrecommendȱtoȱtheȱErskineȱBoardȱtoȱmakeȱ
amendmentsȱtoȱtheȱbylawsȱthatȱreflectȱtheȱBoardȱMemberȱRemovalȱPolicyȱasȱ
adoptedȱbyȱtheȱ2011ȱGeneralȱSynod.ȱ

ThroughoutȱthisȱreportȱweȱgiveȱthanksȱforȱwhatȱGodȱisȱdoingȱinȱ
ourȱmidstȱinȱcontinuingȱtoȱtransformȱtheȱlivesȱofȱErskineȱstudentsȱ
whileȱtheyȱareȱreceivingȱanȱacademicallyȱrigorousȱeducation.ȱTangibleȱ
expressionsȱofȱeffectualȱprayerȱareȱaȱgreatȱsourceȱofȱencouragementȱtoȱ
usȱandȱweȱprayȱthatȱitȱwillȱbeȱforȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱasȱwell.ȱThankȱ
youȱforȱintercedingȱonȱErskine’sȱbehalf.ȱTheȱresponseȱtoȱnumberȱfiveȱisȱ
specificallyȱansweredȱinȱtheȱexplanationȱthatȱaccompaniesȱMotionȱE.ȱ

MotionȱEȱ(2011ȱMinutesȱofȱSynod,ȱpg.ȱ127)ȱ
WHEREASȱtheȱSynodȱdesiresȱforȱErskineȱCollegeȱandȱSeminaryȱtoȱ

flourishȱasȱtheȱChurch’sȱagencyȱofȱhigherȱeducation;ȱ
WHEREASȱtheȱSynodȱreaffirmsȱitsȱcommitmentȱtoȱErskineȱColȬ

lege’sȱsuccessȱasȱaȱpremier,ȱaccredited,ȱChristianȱliberalȬartsȱinstitution;ȱ
WHEREASȱtheȱSynodȱreaffirmsȱitsȱcommitmentȱtoȱErskineȱSemiȬ

nary’sȱsuccessȱasȱaȱfaithful,ȱaccredited,ȱconfessionalȱseminary;ȱ
WHEREASȱnoȱlanguageȱcurrentlyȱexistsȱinȱtheȱErskineȱCollegeȱ

andȱSeminaryȱcharterȱwhichȱclarifiesȱtheȱnatureȱofȱtheȱrelationshipȱ
betweenȱtheȱSynodȱandȱitsȱinstitutionsȱofȱhigherȱlearning;ȱ
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WHEREASȱtheȱpresenceȱofȱsuchȱlanguageȱpromotesȱtheȱpeaceȱofȱ
theȱchurch,ȱtheȱadvancementȱofȱtheȱmissionȱofȱtheȱinstitutions,ȱtheȱ
interestsȱofȱtheȱARPȱChurch,ȱandȱtheȱprotectionȱofȱtheȱinstitution’sȱ
accreditation;ȱ

ThereforeȱtheȱSynodȱoffersȱtheȱfollowingȱstatementȱtoȱtheȱErskineȱ
CollegeȱandȱSeminaryȱBoardȱofȱTrustees.ȱ[Theȱstatementȱfollowsȱbelowȱ
inȱitalics.]ȱThisȱpreliminaryȱlanguageȱisȱgivenȱtoȱtheȱBoardȱforȱtheirȱ
considerationȱandȱreviewȱasȱaȱfutureȱamendmentȱtoȱtheȱinstitution’sȱ
charter.ȱTheȱBoardȱisȱaskedȱtoȱprovideȱtheȱSynodȱwithȱitsȱfeedbackȱandȱ
proposedȱamendmentsȱinȱtimeȱforȱdistributionȱandȱconsiderationȱatȱ
theȱSynod’sȱ2012ȱmeeting,ȱafterȱwhich,ȱanȱofficialȱproposalȱofȱamendȬ
mentȱtoȱtheȱcharterȱmayȱbeȱsentȱtoȱtheȱBoardȱforȱconsideration.ȱȱ

RecognizingȱtheȱhistoricȱandȱorganicȱrelationshipȱbetweenȱErskineȱColȬ
legeȱandȱSeminaryȱ(‘theȱInstitution’)ȱandȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱofȱtheȱAssociateȱ
ReformedȱPresbyterianȱChurchȱ(‘theȱSynod’),ȱtheȱInstitutionȱrecognizesȱtheȱ
rightȱofȱtheȱSynodȱtoȱa)ȱthroughȱitsȱPhilosophyȱofȱChristianȱHigherȱEducationȱ
andȱ‘DefinitionȱofȱanȱEvangelical,’ȱdelineateȱtheȱSynod’sȱaspirationsȱforȱtheȱ
institution;ȱb)ȱappointȱallȱtrusteesȱtoȱtheȱBoardȱofȱtheȱInstitution;ȱandȱc)ȱreȬ
moveȱtrusteesȱforȱcauseȱbyȱaȱprocessȱsetȱforthȱinȱgoverningȱdocumentsȱofȱtheȱ
ARPȱChurch.ȱ

AllȱErskineȱBoardȱmembers,ȱfacultyȱandȱadministratorsȱshallȱgiveȱaffirȬ
mationȱthatȱtheȱPhilosophyȱofȱChristianȱHigherȱEducationȱandȱtheȱSynod’sȱ
DefinitionȱofȱanȱEvangelicalȱareȱinȱaccordanceȱwithȱtheirȱownȱviewsȱandȱcomȬ
mitments.ȱInȱitsȱoversightȱofȱtheȱInstitutionȱthroughȱtheȱBoardȱofȱTrustees,ȱ
theȱSynodȱshallȱseekȱtoȱactȱinȱaccordanceȱwithȱtheȱHolyȱScriptures,ȱtheȱWestȬ
minsterȱStandards,ȱitsȱownȱPhilosophyȱofȱChristianȱHigherȱEducation,ȱandȱ
theȱlawsȱofȱtheȱStateȱofȱSouthȱCarolina.”ȱ

TheȱfirstȱpartȱofȱtheȱaboveȱstatementȱidentifiesȱthreeȱrightsȱSynodȱ
wouldȱlikeȱrecognizedȱbyȱErskineȱandȱtheseȱare:ȱ
a)ȱthroughȱitsȱPhilosophyȱofȱChristianȱHigherȱEducationȱandȱ‘Definitionȱofȱ
anȱEvangelical,’ȱdelineateȱtheȱSynod’sȱaspirationsȱforȱtheȱinstitution;ȱ
•ȱȱȱThisȱisȱalreadyȱbeingȱdone.ȱBothȱofȱtheseȱstatementsȱhelpȱtoȱinsureȱ

Erskineȱstaysȱtrueȱtoȱitsȱfoundingȱprinciplesȱandȱȱpriorities.ȱTheseȱ
statementsȱhaveȱbeenȱandȱcontinueȱtoȱinȱformȱhowȱourȱtheologicalȱ
commitmentsȱfindȱexpressionȱinȱtheȱfieldȱofȱhigherȱofȱeducation.ȱ
AsȱsetȱforthȱinȱSynod’sȱManualȱofȱAuthoritiesȱandȱDuties,ȱtheȱComȬ
mitteeȱonȱNominationsȱrequiresȱaffirmationȱofȱtheseȱstatementsȱ
forȱallȱnominationsȱtoȱtheȱBoardȱofȱTrustees,ȱandȱtheȱErskineȱadȬ
ministrationȱrequiresȱaffirmationȱbyȱallȱnewlyȱappointedȱadminisȬ
trativeȱorȱteachingȱemployees.ȱ
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b)ȱappointȱallȱtrusteesȱtoȱtheȱBoardȱofȱtheȱInstitution;ȱ
•ȱȱTheȱGeneralȱSynodȱhasȱtheȱauthorityȱtoȱelectȱtheȱTrustees.ȱThatȱ

authorityȱremainsȱwithȱtheȱGeneralȱSynod,ȱasȱprovidedȱforȱinȱtheȱ
ManualȱofȱAuthoritiesȱandȱDutiesȱandȱinȱtheȱBylawsȱforȱtheȱErskineȱ
Board.ȱ

c)ȱremoveȱtrusteesȱforȱcauseȱbyȱaȱprocessȱsetȱforthȱinȱgoverningȱdocumentsȱofȱ
theȱARPȱChurch.ȱ
•ȱȱTheȱactionȱofȱtheȱMarchȱ2010ȱSynodȱresultedȱinȱnegativeȱactionsȱ

fromȱbothȱofȱErskine’sȱaccreditingȱagencies,ȱSACSȱandȱATS.ȱItȱalsoȱ
raisedȱquestionsȱinȱcivilȱlawȱandȱinȱARPȱstandardsȱandȱrules.ȱTheȱ
agreementȱreachedȱatȱtheȱJuneȱ2010ȱSynodȱandȱtheȱrevisionsȱofȱtheȱ
bylawsȱbyȱtheȱErskineȱboardȱhaveȱfoundȱfavorȱwithȱbothȱSACSȱ
andȱATS.ȱTheȱnegativeȱactionsȱtakenȱagainstȱusȱhaveȱnowȱbeenȱ
removed,ȱthoughȱtheȱagenciesȱareȱrequiringȱfollowupȱreports.ȱ
Theyȱcontinueȱtoȱmonitorȱourȱsituation.ȱTheȱissueȱwasȱaȱmajorȱ
areaȱofȱfocusȱandȱconcernȱinȱtheȱrecentȱroutineȱvisitationsȱfromȱ
bothȱagenciesȱforȱErskine’sȱtenȱyearȱreaffirmationȱofȱaccreditation.ȱ
Fromȱtheȱboard’sȱresearchȱasȱoutlinedȱbelow,ȱitȱisȱveryȱclearȱthatȱ
makingȱthisȱchangeȱwouldȱjeopardizeȱourȱaccreditationȱwithȱbothȱ
SACSȱandȱATS.ȱ

•ȱȱForȱtheȱbetterȱpartȱofȱeightȱmonthsȱanȱadȱhocȱcommitteeȱofȱtheȱ
Boardȱresearched,ȱreviewed,ȱstudied,ȱandȱdiscussedȱtrusteeȱreȬ
movalȱpolicies,ȱinstitutionalȱcharterȱdocuments,ȱandȱotherȱgovernȬ
ingȱdocumentsȱinȱlightȱofȱtheȱsingularȱrelationshipȱthatȱisȱErskineȱ
andȱtheȱARPC.ȱOtherȱinstitutionsȱofȱChristianȱhigherȱeducationȱ
wereȱexaminedȱwithȱparticularȱattentionȱgivenȱtoȱCovenantȱColȬ
legeȱandȱitsȱrelationshipȱwithȱtheȱPresbyterianȱChurchȱinȱAmericaȱ
(PCA)ȱdenomination.ȱTheȱaccreditingȱagenciesȱwereȱconsulted,ȱ
theȱlegalȱissuesȱwereȱreviewed,ȱandȱaȱsearchȱwasȱconductedȱtoȱseeȱ
ifȱthereȱwasȱanyȱinstitutionȱwhoseȱsponsoringȱdenominationȱ
couldȱremoveȱtrusteesȱforȱcause.ȱNoneȱwereȱfound.ȱToȱourȱknowlȬ
edge,ȱnoȱdenominationȱwithȱschoolsȱwithinȱtheȱSACSȱandȱATSȱ
membershipȱhasȱthisȱpower.ȱ

•ȱȱTheȱmembersȱofȱtheȱadȱhocȱcommitteeȱwere:ȱBillȱCain,ȱRayȱCamȬ
eron,ȱDavidȱConnerȱ(Chair),ȱAndyȱLewis,ȱAndyȱPutnam,ȱSteveȱ
Suits,ȱandȱAnnȱMarieȱTribble.ȱTheȱadvisorsȱwereȱBrooksȱ
Kuykendall,ȱDavidȱNorman,ȱandȱBillȱPatrick.ȱ

•ȱȱȱTheȱBoard’sȱresponseȱwasȱpreviouslyȱcirculatedȱtoȱtheȱmembersȱofȱȱȱȱ
ȱȱȱtheȱGeneralȱSynod.ȱItȱisȱalsoȱincludedȱhereȱasȱAttachmentȱ#1,ȱȱ
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ResponseȱtoȱtheȱErskineȱCollegeȱandȱTheologicalȱSeminaryȱBoardȱofȱTrusȬ
teesȱtoȱtheȱ2011ȱGeneralȱSynod’sȱRequests.ȱAsȱyouȱreadȱthroughȱthisȱ
responseȱpleaseȱbeȱmindfulȱofȱseveralȱthings:ȱ
1.ȱȱAsȱaȱmissionȱofȱtheȱARPC,ȱErskineȱgreatlyȱvaluesȱitsȱrelationshipȱ

andȱcherishesȱitsȱhistoryȱwithȱtheȱdenomination.ȱWeȱcountȱitȱaȱ
highȱprivilegeȱtoȱserveȱasȱyourȱmissionȱinȱtheȱfieldȱofȱChristianȱ
higherȱeducation,ȱandȱweȱareȱprofoundlyȱgratefulȱforȱtheȱsupȬ
portȱandȱsignificantȱfinancialȱinvestmentȱthatȱisȱmadeȱannually.ȱ
ErskineȱisȱstrongerȱforȱitsȱrelationshipȱtoȱtheȱARPC,ȱandȱourȱconȬ
nectionȱprovidesȱforȱaȱmuchȱgreaterȱopportunityȱforȱtheȱoriginalȱ
missionȱandȱvisionȱtoȱbeȱpreservedȱandȱsustainedȱfarȱbeyondȱourȱ
ownȱlifetimes.ȱ

2.ȱTheȱBoardȱwasȱaskedȱtoȱrespondȱtoȱspecificȱmotionsȱfromȱSynodȱ
relatedȱtoȱtrusteeȱremoval.ȱAsȱreferencedȱearlierȱAttachmentȱ#1ȱisȱ
theȱBoard’sȱapprovedȱresponse.ȱThisȱresponseȱisȱnotȱanȱattemptȱ
toȱremoveȱourselvesȱfromȱtheȱdenomination,ȱandȱtheȱBoardȱhasȱ
clearlyȱindicatedȱthisȱpointȱinȱtheȱdocument.ȱHowever,ȱsomeȱ
facetsȱofȱtheȱremovalȱissueȱareȱlegalȱinȱnature.ȱAtȱtimesȱsectionsȱ
ofȱtheȱresponseȱmayȱseemȱcoldȱandȱdistantȱbecauseȱtheȱemphasisȱ
isȱmoreȱofȱaȱtechnicalȱandȱlegalȱexplanation.ȱUnfortunately,ȱthisȱ
canȱbeȱwronglyȱunderstoodȱasȱaȱdesireȱforȱaȱseparationȱofȱtheȱ
relationshipȱ–ȱthisȱwouldȱbeȱaȱgrossȱmisrepresentationȱofȱtheȱ
intentȱandȱtheȱtremendousȱandȱthoughtfulȱeffortȱthatȱhasȱ
attendedȱeveryȱstepȱofȱthisȱresponse.ȱ

3.ȱȱInȱbroadȱgeneralȱtermsȱthereȱareȱreallyȱtwoȱpartsȱtoȱMotionȱE,ȱ
andȱthisȱisȱreflectedȱinȱourȱtreatmentȱofȱthem.ȱTheȱfirstȱpartȱisȱaȱ
requestȱforȱauthorityȱthatȱcurrentlyȱisȱnotȱinȱtheȱcharterȱ–ȱtoȱ
grantȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱtheȱpowerȱtoȱremoveȱtrusteesȱforȱcause.ȱ
Attachmentȱ#1ȱdealsȱprimarilyȱwithȱthisȱoneȱissue.ȱTheȱsecondȱ
requestȱisȱofȱaȱdifferentȱnature.ȱItȱdealsȱwithȱtheȱrequirementȱforȱ
theȱaffirmationsȱthatȱshouldȱbeȱmadeȱbyȱtheȱBoard,ȱadministraȬ
tors,ȱandȱfaculty.ȱWeȱbelieveȱtheseȱareȱessentialȱimperatives.ȱTheȱ
BoardȱbelievesȱthatȱtheseȱmattersȱareȱmostȱappropriatelyȱadȬ
dressedȱbyȱErskineȱinȱtheȱBylaws,ȱBoardȱPolicyȱManual,ȱand/orȱ
EmployeeȱHandbooks.ȱLikewise,ȱGeneralȱSynodȇsȱaspirationsȱ
andȱrequirementsȱshouldȱcontinueȱtoȱbeȱaddressedȱinȱGeneralȱ
Synodȱdocuments.ȱInȱrecentȱyearsȱErskineȱhasȱreviewedȱallȱ
documentsȱandȱprocessesȱbyȱwhichȱTrustees,ȱadministrators,ȱ
andȱfacultyȱareȱrecommendedȱorȱhiredȱtoȱensureȱthatȱweȱareȱ
clearȱaboutȱwhatȱweȱbelieve,ȱthatȱweȱhaveȱappropriatelyȱsetȱexȬ
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pectations,ȱandȱthatȱallȱthoseȱfillingȱadministrativeȱandȱteachingȱ
positionsȱmustȱaffirmȱtheirȱcommitmentȱandȱunderstandingȱofȱ
theȱStatementȱofȱPhilosophyȱofȱChristianȱHigherȱEducationȱandȱ
Synodȇsȱdefinitionȱofȱanȱevangelical.ȱ

4.ȱInȱanȱattemptȱtoȱimproveȱcommunicationsȱandȱrestoreȱrelationȬ
ships,ȱDavidȱConner,ȱchairmanȱofȱtheȱadȱhocȱcommitteeȱthatȱreȬ
viewedȱthisȱissue,ȱwithȱtheȱencouragementȱandȱendorsementȱofȱ
theȱBoard,ȱhasȱmadeȱhimselfȱavailableȱtoȱmeetȱwithȱinterestedȱ
groupsȱtoȱprovideȱfurtherȱexplanationȱandȱpromoteȱunderstandȬ
ingȱofȱtheȱBoard’sȱconclusion.ȱAtȱtheȱtimeȱofȱthisȱreportȱheȱhadȱ
metȱwith:ȱExecutiveȱBoardȱofȱGeneralȱSynod,ȱ2012ȱSpringȱOrienȬ
tationȱ(ofȱtheȱARPC),ȱandȱErskine’sȱAlumniȱBoard.ȱ
II.ȱProgressȱReportȱonȱtheȱTenȱAreasȱofȱResponsibilitiesȱIdentiȬ

fiedȱinȱtheȱManualȱofȱAuthoritiesȱandȱDutiesȱ
1.ȱToȱexerciseȱgeneralȱoversightȱofȱtheȱtotalȱoperationȱofȱErskineȱ

CollegeȱandȱErskineȱTheologicalȱSeminary.ȱ
TheȱBoardȱofȱTrusteesȱisȱresponsibleȱtoȱleadȱinȱaȱmannerȱthatȱfulȬ

fillsȱtheȱstatedȱmissionȱandȱtoȱensureȱappropriateȱlevelsȱofȱaccountabilȬ
ityȱandȱtransparency.ȱTheȱprimaryȱmeansȱofȱexercisingȱthisȱgeneralȱ
oversightȱareȱtheȱestablishmentȱofȱpolicyȱandȱtheȱselectionȱofȱaȱpresiȬ
dent.ȱDr.ȱDavidȱNormanȱtookȱupȱhisȱcallingȱasȱpresidentȱofȱErskineȱ
CollegeȱandȱSeminaryȱonȱJulyȱ1,ȱ2010ȱwithȱgreatȱpassionȱandȱconvicȬ
tion.ȱHeȱcontinuesȱtoȱdemonstrateȱhisȱpassionȱforȱErskine’sȱmission,ȱ
provideȱsteadfastȱleadership,ȱandȱstrictlyȱenforceȱtheȱpoliciesȱofȱtheȱ
Board.ȱ

Thisȱpastȱyear,ȱthereȱhasȱbeenȱaȱtremendousȱamountȱofȱdiligentȱ
effortȱandȱcriticalȱanalysisȱofȱtheȱkeyȱgoverningȱdocumentsȱofȱtheȱ
boardȱ–ȱtheȱCharter,ȱtheȱBylaws,ȱandȱtheȱBoardȱPolicyȱManual.ȱTheȱ
reviewȱofȱtheȱCharterȱwasȱpromptedȱbyȱaȱrequestȱforȱconsiderationȱ
fromȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱ2011.ȱ(SeeȱMotionȱEȱandȱtheȱrelatedȱexplanaȬ
tionȱthatȱcanȱbeȱfoundȱinȱtheȱfirstȱsectionȱofȱthisȱreport.)ȱOnȱMayȱ20,ȱ
2011ȱtheȱBoardȱofȱTrusteesȱadoptedȱnewȱBylawsȱthatȱrepresentedȱsubȬ
stantialȱrevisionsȱinȱanȱattemptȱtoȱimproveȱtheȱoverallȱeffectivenessȱ
andȱresponsivenessȱofȱtheȱBoard.ȱTheseȱwereȱincludedȱinȱtheȱsuppleȬ
mentalȱreportȱatȱlastȱyear’sȱmeetingȱofȱtheȱGeneralȱSynod.ȱWithȱreȬ
gardsȱtoȱtheȱPolicyȱManual,ȱsignificantȱprogressȱisȱbeingȱmadeȱinȱtheȱ
gathering,ȱassessing,ȱandȱrevisingȱ175ȱyearsȱofȱinstitutionalȱpolicies.ȱ
TheȱBoard’sȱPolicyȱCommitteeȱhasȱnotȱcompletedȱitsȱwork,ȱbutȱanticiȬ
patesȱbringingȱitsȱworkȱtoȱaȱcloseȱinȱtheȱnearȱfuture.ȱReviewingȱandȱ
updatingȱourȱgoverningȱdocumentsȱisȱaȱhugeȱendeavor,ȱbutȱweȱbelieveȱ
itȱisȱanȱimportantȱoneȱthatȱwillȱresultȱinȱaȱstrongerȱErskine.ȱ
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AnotherȱfocusȱofȱthisȱyearȱhasȱbeenȱtheȱSeminary,ȱwithȱaȱviewȱ
towardsȱbetterȱunderstandingȱitsȱmarket,ȱitsȱstudents,ȱitsȱofferings,ȱ
andȱallȱtheȱlogisticsȱthatȱareȱrequiredȱinȱtheȱdeliveringȱofȱaȱhighȱqualityȱ
reformedȱseminaryȱeducationȱthatȱwillȱproperlyȱinspireȱandȱequipȱourȱ
studentsȱforȱserviceȱtoȱtheȱchurch.ȱAnȱadȱhocȱcommitteeȱhasȱbeenȱapȬ
pointed.ȱOnceȱtheȱworkȱofȱthisȱcommitteeȱisȱcompletedȱandȱtheȱBoardȱ
hasȱhadȱtheȱopportunityȱtoȱconsiderȱitsȱfindings,ȱadditionalȱinformaȬ
tionȱwillȱbeȱprovidedȱtoȱGeneralȱSynod.ȱ

AllȱBoardȱdecisionsȱareȱtoȱbeȱconsistentȱwithȱfederalȱandȱstateȱ
laws,ȱaccreditationȱstandards,ȱErskine’sȱCharterȱandȱBylaws,ȱmissionȱ
statements,ȱandȱtheȱStatementȱofȱPhilosophyȱofȱChristianȱHigherȱEduȬ
cation.ȱ

Inȱ2011ȱtheȱCollegeȱandȱSeminaryȱcompletedȱrequiredȱreportingȱ
andȱhostedȱoffȬȱandȱonȬcampusȱreaffirmationȱvisitsȱfromȱourȱaccreditȬ
ingȱbodies,ȱtheȱSouthernȱAssociationȱofȱCollegesȱandȱSchoolsȱ(SACS,ȱ
Marchȱ2012)ȱandȱtheȱAssociationȱofȱTheologicalȱSchoolsȱ(ATS,ȱalsoȱinȱ
Marchȱ2012).ȱTheȱSACSȱOnȬSiteȱVisitȱCommitteeȱReportȱdetailsȱnineȬ
teenȱrecommendations,ȱincludingȱtwoȱCoreȱRequirements,ȱthatȱErȬ
skineȱwillȱaddressȱbyȱmidȬAugustȱ2012.ȱTheȱATSȱreportȱaddressesȱ
twentyȬfourȱstandardsȱandȱrequestsȱthreeȱfollowȬupȱreportsȱtoȱbeȱsubȬ
mittedȱoverȱtheȱnextȱ3+ȱyears.ȱInȱbothȱcases,ȱaccreditationȱofȱallȱCollegeȱ
andȱSeminaryȱprogramsȱisȱexpectedȱtoȱbeȱreaffirmedȱforȱtenȱyearsȱ
(2012Ȭ22).ȱ

2.ȱToȱestablishȱadmissionȱandȱgraduationȱrequirementsȱandȱtoȱ
grantȱappropriateȱcertificationȱtoȱallȱstudentsȱforȱacademicȱworkȱsatȬ
isfactorilyȱcompleted.ȱ

Theȱfacultiesȱofȱtheȱcollegeȱandȱseminaryȱestablishȱadmissionȱandȱ
graduationȱrequirements.ȱBothȱhaveȱadmissionsȱcommitteesȱmadeȱupȱ
ofȱfacultyȱandȱstaff.ȱTheȱBoardȱreceivesȱrecommendationsȱforȱgraduaȬ
tionȱfromȱtheȱfacultiesȱofȱtheȱcollegeȱandȱseminary,ȱandȱapprovesȱcanȬ
didatesȱforȱdegrees.ȱTheȱBoardȱretainsȱtheȱrightȱtoȱrejectȱtheȱrecomȬ
mendationsȱofȱtheȱfaculties,ȱbutȱitȱhasȱnotȱdoneȱsoȱthisȱyear.ȱ

3.ȱToȱdetermineȱallȱfinancialȱchargesȱmadeȱtoȱstudents.ȱ
ThisȱprocessȱisȱtwoȬfold.ȱEachȱyearȱaȱbudgetȱisȱpreparedȱbyȱtheȱ

administration,ȱwithȱtheȱhelpȱofȱfacultyȱandȱstaff,ȱandȱisȱsubmittedȱtoȱ
theȱFinanceȱandȱFacilitiesȱCommitteeȱofȱtheȱBoardȱforȱreviewȱandȱreviȬ
sion.ȱPriorȱtoȱadoptionȱbyȱtheȱBoard,ȱtheȱViceȱPresidentȱforȱFinanceȱ
andȱOperationsȱreviewsȱkeyȱmetricsȱwhichȱcharacterizeȱtheȱbudgetȱ
andȱentertainsȱquestionsȱfromȱBoardȱmembers.ȱ
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Theȱsecondȱpartȱofȱtheȱprocessȱisȱanȱongoingȱactivityȱthatȱrunsȱ
concurrentlyȱwithȱtheȱconstructionȱofȱtheȱbudget,ȱtheȱadoptionȱofȱtheȱ
budget,ȱandȱtheȱimplementationȱofȱtheȱbudget.ȱThisȱactivityȱisȱtheȱ
regularȱreviewȱbyȱtheȱBoardȱandȱtheȱcontinuingȱeducationȱofȱtheȱ
Boardȱonȱthoseȱcriticalȱaspectsȱofȱtheȱbudgetȱthatȱareȱcomprisedȱofȱ
establishedȱkeyȱperformanceȱindicators.ȱAtȱeveryȱBoardȱmeetingȱaȱ
comparativeȱanalysisȱofȱtheseȱfinancialȱindicatorsȱthatȱaddressȱspecificȱ
financialȱgoalsȱisȱpresentedȱandȱdiscussed.ȱTheseȱmetricsȱprovideȱtheȱ
contextȱbyȱwhichȱtheȱBoardȱisȱableȱtoȱsetȱstudentȱchargesȱinȱlightȱofȱtheȱ
fullȱbudget.ȱOnceȱapprovedȱbyȱtheȱBoard,ȱtheȱPresidentȱinformsȱstuȬ
dentsȱandȱparentsȱofȱtheȱfinancialȱcharges,ȱincluding,ȱbutȱnotȱlimitedȱ
to,ȱtuition,ȱboarding,ȱandȱfees.ȱFinancialȱchargesȱmadeȱtoȱstudentsȱinȱ
theȱCollegeȱandȱSeminaryȱduringȱtheȱ2011Ȭ2012ȱacademicȱyearȱareȱinȬ
cluded.ȱ(SeeȱAttachmentȱ#2.)ȱ

4.ȱToȱestablishȱcurriculum.ȱ
TheȱoverallȱpurposeȱofȱaȱChristianȱliberalȱartsȱeducationȱisȱtoȱeduȬ

cateȱwholeȱpersonsȱforȱlife.ȱWithȱthisȱinȱmind,ȱtheȱcurriculumȱandȱ
pedagogyȱneedȱtoȱreflectȱErskine’sȱdualȱfocusȱofȱChristianȱandȱliberalȱ
arts.ȱTheȱcurriculumȱisȱprimarilyȱshapedȱbyȱtheȱfacultyȱandȱsubmittedȱ
toȱtheȱBoardȱforȱapproval.ȱTheȱBoardȱapprovesȱallȱnewȱacademicȱproȬ
gramsȱandȱdegrees.ȱ

5.ȱToȱsuperviseȱandȱpromoteȱreligious,ȱathletic,ȱandȱsocialȱproȬ
gramsȱforȱtheȱacademicȱcommunity.ȱ

TheȱCampusȱMinister,ȱalongȱwithȱaȱwideȱrangeȱofȱstudentȬledȱ
ministryȱgroups,ȱoffersȱaȱvarietyȱofȱspiritualȱdevelopmentȱopportuniȬ
tiesȱforȱtheȱcampusȱcommunity.ȱWeeklyȱmeetings,ȱsmallȱgroups,ȱreȬ
treats,ȱandȱspecialȱeventsȱallȱworkȱtogetherȱtoȱengageȱtheȱheartȱandȱ
mindȱwhileȱnurturingȱtheȱsoul,ȱdeepeningȱone’sȱunderstandingȱofȱtheȱ
Scriptures,ȱandȱconnectingȱGod’sȱtruthȱtoȱdailyȱliving.ȱConvocationȱ
andȱchapelȱservicesȱareȱadditionalȱopportunitiesȱtoȱreinforceȱtheseȱ
things.ȱInȱtheȱmidstȱofȱtheseȱgatherings,ȱoftenȱthereȱisȱtheȱfreeȱofferȱofȱ
theȱGospelȱtoȱall.ȱAsȱGodȱhasȱdoneȱinȱtheȱpast,ȱonceȱagainȱhe,ȱbyȱhisȱ
grace,ȱhasȱbeenȱpleasedȱtoȱuseȱtheseȱtimesȱtoȱcallȱstudentsȱtoȱhimself.ȱ
Theseȱareȱtimesȱofȱgreatȱrejoicingȱandȱmuchȱgratitude.ȱ

Sinceȱbecomingȱpresident,ȱDr.ȱDavidȱNormanȱhasȱarticulatedȱaȱ
visionȱforȱhisȱadministrationȱthatȱincorporatedȱthreeȱpillars:ȱacademicȱ
integrity,ȱfinancialȱsustainability,ȱandȱhumanȱrestoration.ȱOverȱtheȱ2011
Ȭ12ȱacademicȱyear,ȱaȱpresidentialȱinitiativeȱcalledȱTHRIVEȱhasȱbeenȱ
takingȱshapeȱasȱmembersȱofȱtheȱErskineȱcommunityȱorganizedȱtoȱbeȬ
ginȱcultivatingȱaȱdynamicȱofȱhumanȱrestorationȱandȱserviceȱatȱErskine.ȱ
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ItȱisȱourȱhopeȱandȱintentȱthatȱasȱTHRIVEȱmovesȱforward,ȱitȱwillȱ
provideȱtheȱcatalystȱtoȱproduceȱmoreȱcurricularȱandȱinstitutionalȱstrucȬ
turesȱthatȱwillȱenableȱErskineȱtoȱbeȱcharacterizedȱbyȱitsȱrobustȱunderȬ
standingȱof,ȱandȱengagementȱin,ȱallȱaspectsȱofȱserviceȱtoȱtheȱpoor,ȱhuȬ
manȱrestorationȱandȱhumanȱflourishing.ȱ

TheȱOfficeȱofȱStudentȱServices,ȱinȱconjunctionȱwithȱvariousȱstuȬ
dentȱorganizations,ȱprovidesȱqualityȱprogrammingȱdesignedȱtoȱengageȱ
studentsȱinȱallȱaspectsȱofȱcollegiateȱlife.ȱTheȱErskineȱCollegeȱDepartȬ
mentȱofȱAthleticsȱcreatesȱanȱenvironmentȱinȱwhichȱstudentȱathletesȱcanȱ
beȱcompetitiveȱonȱtheȱNCAAȱandȱConferenceȱCarolinasȱfieldsȱofȱplay.ȱ
TheȱCampusȱMinister,ȱtheȱViceȱPresidentȱforȱStudentȱServices,ȱandȱtheȱ
AthleticȱDirectorȱallȱworkȱwithȱtheȱStudentȱServicesȱCommitteeȱofȱtheȱ
Board.ȱ

6.ȱToȱdetermineȱtheȱannualȱoperationalȱbudget;ȱtoȱdeviseȱmethȬ
odsȱforȱincreasingȱfunds,ȱresources,ȱandȱproperties;ȱandȱtoȱcareȱfor,ȱ
maintain,ȱandȱsecureȱtheȱphysicalȱfacilities.ȱ

Eachȱyearȱaȱbudgetȱisȱpreparedȱbyȱtheȱadministration,ȱinȱconsultaȬ
tionȱwithȱfacultyȱandȱstaff,ȱandȱsubmittedȱtoȱtheȱFinanceȱandȱFacilitiesȱ
CommitteeȱofȱtheȱBoardȱforȱreviewȱandȱrevision.ȱTheȱbudgetȱisȱ
broughtȱbeforeȱtheȱentireȱBoardȱforȱadoption.ȱInȱOctoberȱ2011ȱtheȱ
BoardȱreceivedȱErskine’sȱauditedȱannualȱreportȱfromȱElliottȱDavis,ȱ
LLCȱwhichȱincludedȱanȱunqualifiedȱ(clean)ȱopinionȱandȱstatementȱthatȱ
noȱsignificantȱdeficienciesȱorȱmaterialȱweaknessesȱwereȱnotedȱinȱtheȱ
institution’sȱinternalȱcontrolȱstructure.ȱTheȱbudgetȱforȱ2012Ȭ13ȱfiscalȱ
yearȱwillȱbeȱpresentedȱtoȱtheȱBoardȱatȱtheȱMayȱ2012ȱmeeting.ȱOnceȱaȱ
budgetȱisȱadopted,ȱitȱwillȱbeȱprovidedȱinȱtheȱErskineȱsupplementalȱ
report.ȱ

TheȱAdvancementȱandȱAlumniȱstaffȱraisesȱmoreȱthanȱ$2ȱmillionȱ
forȱtheȱAnnualȱFundȱandȱsecuresȱmanyȱotherȱgiftsȱthroughȱestateȱplanȬ
ning.ȱInȱJulyȱ2011,ȱDavidȱEarleȱwasȱhiredȱasȱViceȱPresidentȱforȱAdȬ
vancement.ȱHeȱassistsȱtheȱBoardȱinȱitsȱreviewȱofȱdevelopmentȱactiviȬ
ties.ȱ

Aȱstaffȱofȱapproximatelyȱ32ȱemployeesȱ(withȱAramarkȱ–ȱincludesȱ
management)ȱmaintainsȱtheȱphysicalȱfacilitiesȱandȱErskine’sȱapproxiȬ
matelyȱninetyȬfiveȱacreȱcampus.ȱ

7.ȱToȱholdȱinȱtrustȱallȱendowmentsȱandȱtitleȱtoȱpropertiesȱandȱtoȱ
executeȱthemȱinȱaccordanceȱwithȱtheȱstipulatedȱpurposesȱforȱwhichȱ
theyȱwereȱgiven,ȱconveyed,ȱorȱbequeathed.ȱ

TheȱInvestmentȱCommitteeȱofȱtheȱBoardȱoverseesȱtheȱendowmentȱ
andȱmakesȱdecisionsȱaboutȱhowȱfundsȱareȱinvested.ȱMorganȱStanleyȱ
SmithȱBarneyȱservesȱasȱanȱinvestmentȱconsultantȱandȱassistsȱtheȱInȬ
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vestmentȱCommitteeȱwithȱitsȱoversightsȱandȱmonitoringȱofȱtheȱinvestȬ
mentȱmanagersȱimplementingȱtheȱapprovedȱInvestmentȱPolicyȱStateȬ
ment.ȱTheȱBoardȱInvestmentȱCommitteeȱmeetsȱquarterlyȱwithȱrepreȬ
sentativesȱfromȱMorganȱStanleyȱSmithȱBarneyȱtoȱreviewȱtheȱmarketȱ
andȱourȱinvestments.ȱTheȱcurrentȱvalueȱofȱtheȱendowmentȱisȱapproxiȬ
matelyȱ$42.2ȱmillionȱasȱreportedȱatȱtheȱendȱofȱtheȱfirstȱquarter.ȱ

Toȱguaranteeȱthatȱfundsȱareȱusedȱforȱtheȱpurposesȱforȱwhichȱtheyȱ
wereȱgiven,ȱErskineȱcreatesȱagreementsȱwithȱtheȱdonor,ȱsignedȱbyȱtheȱ
donorȱandȱtheȱPresident.ȱTheseȱagreementsȱcontrolȱtheȱuseȱofȱreȬ
strictedȱfundsȱforȱdesignatedȱpurposes,ȱsuchȱasȱscholarshipsȱandȱproȬ
fessorships.ȱThisȱyearȱoneȱofȱtheȱbestȱpracticesȱthatȱErskineȱhasȱcomȬ
mittedȱtoȱisȱinvestingȱinȱaȱnewȱsoftwareȱprogram,ȱFundriver.ȱThisȱwillȱ
giveȱusȱgreaterȱcapacityȱtoȱaccountȱforȱandȱtrackȱindividualȱfundsȱ
withinȱtheȱendowmentȱinȱaccordanceȱwithȱnewȱaccountingȱguidelines.ȱ
SunTrustȱservesȱasȱinvestmentȱmanagerȱofȱErskine’sȱplanned/deferredȱ
giving.ȱ

8.ȱToȱappointȱsuchȱofficers,ȱadministrators,ȱandȱfacultyȱmembersȱ
asȱmayȱbeȱnecessaryȱforȱtheȱoperationȱofȱtheȱCollegeȱandȱSeminary,ȱ
andȱtoȱsetȱsalariesȱofȱtheȱadministrativeȱofficersȱofȱtheȱCollegeȱandȱ
Seminary.ȱ

TheȱBoardȱappointsȱtheȱPresident,ȱtheȱExecutiveȱViceȱPresidentȱ
andȱDeanȱofȱtheȱCollege,ȱandȱtheȱExecutiveȱViceȱPresidentȱofȱtheȱSemiȬ
nary,ȱandȱtheȱTreasurer.ȱTheȱsizeȱofȱtheȱadministrationȱandȱfacultyȱisȱ
controlledȱbyȱtheȱBoardȬapprovedȱbudget.ȱInȱMayȱ2008,ȱtheȱExecutiveȱ
Committeeȱapprovedȱtheȱfollowingȱpolicy:ȱ

“ItȱshallȱbeȱtheȱpolicyȱofȱtheȱBoardȱofȱTrusteesȱtoȱemployȱasȱnewȱfacultyȱ
membersȱandȱnewȱstaffȱmembersȱatȱtheȱmanagementȱlevelȱ(directorȱorȱ
above)ȱonlyȱChristiansȱwhoȱhaveȱconsentedȱinȱwritingȱtoȱtheȱStatementȱ
ofȱPhilosophyȱofȱChristianȱHigherȱEducation,ȱ
includingȱitsȱdefinitionȱofȱanȱevangelicalȱChristian,ȱandȱtheȱappropriateȱ
CollegeȱorȱSeminaryȱmissionȱstatement.ȱImplementationȱofȱthisȱpolicyȱ
shallȱbeȱtheȱresponsibilityȱofȱtheȱPresidentȱofȱErskineȱCollegeȱandȱSemiȬ
nary.”ȱ(ExecutiveȱCommitteeȱConferenceȱCall,ȱMayȱ1,ȱ2008)ȱ
ȱ
TheȱExecutiveȱCommitteeȱalsoȱestablishesȱtheȱsalaryȱofȱtheȱPresiȬ

dent,ȱwhoȱinȱturnȱsetsȱtheȱsalariesȱofȱallȱadministrativeȱstaffȱandȱfacȬ
ultyȱofȱtheȱCollegeȱandȱSeminary.ȱInȱ2010ȱtheȱInterimȱViceȱPresidentȱ
andȱDeanȱofȱtheȱCollegeȱestablishedȱaȱFacultyȱPersonnelȱCommittee,ȱ
whichȱconductsȱanȱinstitutional,ȱmissionȬfitȱinterviewȱwithȱeveryȱfinalȬ
istȱforȱanȱopenȱfacultyȱposition.ȱTheȱPresidentȱalsoȱmeetsȱwithȱeveryȱ
finalist.ȱInȱ2011ȱtheȱonlineȱapplicationȱforȱfacultyȱpositionsȱwasȱrevisedȱ
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toȱstreamlineȱandȱforegroundȱtheȱcollegeȱmissionȱstatement,ȱtheȱ
SPCHE,ȱandȱtheȱcandidate’sȱrequiredȱessayȱonȱfaithȬlearningȱintegraȬ
tion.ȱ

9.ȱToȱsubmitȱnominationsȱtoȱSynod’sȱCommitteeȱonȱNominaȬ
tionsȱ(1986ȱMinutesȱofȱSynod,ȱp.ȱ86).ȱ

TheȱCommitteeȱonȱTrusteesȱreceivesȱsuggestionsȱforȱBoardȱserviceȱ
fromȱBoardȱmembersȱandȱotherȱErskineȱconstituencies.ȱTheȱcommitteeȱ
considersȱtheȱparticularȱskillsȱorȱneedsȱforȱtheȱBoardȱandȱdeterminesȱ
theȱnomineesȱbestȱsuitedȱtoȱfillȱtheseȱpositions.ȱTheȱnamesȱofȱpersonsȱ
recommendedȱforȱserviceȱareȱsubmittedȱtoȱtheȱBoardȱforȱconsideration.ȱ
IfȱapprovedȱbyȱtheȱBoard,ȱtheȱpersonsȱareȱcontactedȱbyȱtheȱPresidentȱ
andȱBoardȱChairmanȱtoȱdetermineȱtheirȱinterestȱandȱwillingnessȱtoȱ
serve.ȱIfȱtheȱnomineeȱagreesȱtoȱserve,ȱhe/sheȱcompletesȱtheȱnecessaryȱ
formsȱandȱpaperworkȱforȱtheȱSynod’sȱCommitteeȱonȱNominationsȱinȬ
cludingȱaȱresponseȱtoȱtheȱquestion,ȱ“Whatȱdoȱyouȱunderstandȱtoȱbeȱtheȱ
roleȱofȱaȱtrusteeȱofȱErskineȱCollegeȱandȱSeminary?”ȱWhenȱthisȱprocessȱ
isȱcomplete,ȱtheȱBoardȱChairmanȱsubmitsȱtheȱnamesȱtoȱSynod’sȱComȬ
mitteeȱonȱNominations.ȱ

Theȱprocessȱoutlinedȱaboveȱhasȱbeenȱunderȱreview.ȱAȱsignificantȱ
amountȱofȱtimeȱhasȱbeenȱinvestedȱbyȱaȱjointȱadȱhocȱcommitteeȱbetweenȱ
Synod’sȱCommitteeȱonȱNominationsȱandȱErskine’sȱCommitteeȱonȱTrusȬ
tees.ȱTheȱoverallȱgoalȱisȱtoȱimproveȱcommunications,ȱrelationships,ȱ
andȱtrustȱwithȱtheȱendȱresultȱbeingȱtoȱseatȱtheȱbestȱpossibleȱtrustees.ȱ

10.ȱToȱmakeȱanȱannualȱreportȱtoȱtheȱGeneralȱSynod,ȱtoȱincludeȱaȱ
specialȱsectionȱrelatingȱtoȱtheȱimplementationȱofȱtheȱStatementȱofȱ
PhilosophyȱofȱChristianȱHigherȱEducationȱ(SPCHE).ȱ

Inȱtheȱmidstȱofȱallȱtheȱdifficulties,ȱconfusion,ȱandȱfrustrationsȱofȱ
theȱpastȱseveralȱyearsȱinȱparticular,ȱtheȱSPCHEȱhasȱbeenȱanȱimportantȱ
benchmarkȱforȱall.ȱThisȱdocumentȱhasȱbeenȱrevisitedȱandȱaffirmedȱonȱ
multipleȱoccasionsȱinȱrecentȱyearsȱbyȱbothȱPresidentȱDavidȱNormanȱ
andȱtheȱBoardȱofȱTrustees.ȱȱȱ

Erskine’sȱTrusteesȱareȱawareȱofȱtheȱhighȱstandardsȱsetȱforȱtrusteesȱ
inȱtheȱSPCHEȱandȱareȱhonoredȱthat,ȱbyȱtheirȱappointment,ȱtheȱARPȱ
GeneralȱSynodȱhasȱjudgedȱthemȱtoȱbeȱindividualsȱwhoȱmeetȱtheseȱ
standards.ȱAlthoughȱTrusteesȱhaveȱnotȱtakenȱthisȱhonorȱuponȱthemȬ
selves,ȱtheyȱseekȱtoȱfollowȱPaul’sȱdirectiveȱfromȱPhilippiansȱ3:16ȱtoȱ
“liveȱupȱtoȱwhatȱyouȱhaveȱalreadyȱattained.”ȱ

TheȱSPCHEȱnotesȱthatȱtheȱBoardȱshouldȱbeȱ“keptȱinformedȱofȱtheȱ
Church’sȱpositionȱandȱpurposes.”ȱToȱthisȱend,ȱtheȱBoardȱofȱTrusteesȱ
circulatedȱandȱdiscussedȱtheȱmotionsȱandȱmemorialsȱofȱtheȱ2011ȱSynodȱ
relatingȱtoȱErskineȱinȱJuneȱandȱJulyȱ2011.ȱTheȱChairȱappointedȱanȱadȱ
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hocȱcommitteeȱtoȱinvestigateȱthoroughlyȱandȱdiligentlyȱtheȱrelevantȱ
issuesȱandȱdevelopȱaȱresponseȱforȱtheȱfullȱBoardȱtoȱconsider.ȱTheȱadȱ
hocȱcommitteeȱcompletedȱitsȱworkȱinȱtimeȱforȱtheȱfullȱBoardȱtoȱconȬ
siderȱandȱvoteȱonȱtheȱproposedȱresponseȱatȱitsȱFebruaryȱ2012ȱmeeting.ȱ
ShortlyȱafterȱtheȱBoardȱvotedȱandȱestablishedȱitsȱresponseȱtoȱSynod,ȱ
theȱChairȱpublishedȱtheȱresponseȱtoȱministersȱandȱeldersȱofȱtheȱARPC.ȱ
OurȱprayerȱisȱthatȱtheȱmonthsȱbetweenȱFebruaryȱandȱJuneȱwillȱallowȱ
ampleȱtimeȱforȱSynodȱdelegatesȱtoȱreadȱandȱunderstandȱtheȱcomplexȱ
issuesȱinvolvedȱandȱtheȱclearȱreasoningȱforȱtheȱBoard’sȱresponse.ȱWeȱ
alsoȱhopeȱthatȱtheȱdocumentȱcanȱstandȱasȱtheȱdefinitiveȱarticulationȱofȱ
theȱcurrentȱgovernanceȱrelationshipȱbetweenȱtheȱARPCȱandȱErskineȱ
andȱwhyȱthatȱrelationshipȱshouldȱnotȱbeȱchanged.ȱ

III.ȱProgressȱReportȱonȱInstitutionalȱDataȱandȱStatisticsȱ
ErskineȱBoardȱofȱTrusteesȱ
TheȱBoardȱofȱTrusteesȱisȱtransitioningȱtoȱaȱsmallerȱBoardȱcomȬ

posedȱofȱtwentyȬfiveȱmembersȱafterȱthisȱyear’sȱretiringȱclassȱfinishesȱ
theirȱtermȱJuneȱ30,ȱ2012.ȱTheȱnewȱnumberȱorȱpercentageȱofȱAssociateȱ
ReformedȱPresbyterianȱministersȱisȱinȱdiscussionȱbutȱtheȱBoardȱcurȬ
rentlyȱhasȱ12.ȱOverȱhalfȱofȱtheȱTrusteesȱareȱalumniȱofȱtheȱCollegeȱand/
orȱSeminary.ȱGoingȱforward,ȱeachȱclassȱofȱfiveȱ(5)ȱnewȱtrusteesȱservesȱ
forȱfiveȱ(5)ȱyears.ȱ

ExȬofficioȱmembersȱwillȱincludeȱtheȱPresidentȱofȱtheȱErskineȱ
AlumniȱAssociationȱandȱtheȱModeratorȱofȱSynod.ȱCurrentlyȱaȱrepreȬ
sentativeȱdesignatedȱbyȱARPȱWomen’sȱMinistriesȱisȱalsoȱservingȱoutȱ
herȱtermȱthroughȱJuneȱ30,ȱ2014ȱasȱprescribedȱinȱtheȱBylawsȱunderȱArtiȬ
cleȱXVȱ–ȱEffectiveȱDates.ȱ

AdvisoryȱmembersȱareȱtheȱPresident,ȱallȱViceȱPresidents,ȱtheȱ
Treasurer,ȱaȱdelegateȱfromȱtheȱSeminaryȱFaculty,ȱaȱdelegateȱfromȱtheȱ
CollegeȱFaculty,ȱtheȱPresidentȱofȱtheȱStudentȱGovernmentȱAssociation,ȱ
theȱPresidentȱofȱtheȱSeminaryȱStudentȱBody,ȱtheȱDirectorȱofȱtheȱBoardȱ
ofȱChristianȱEducationȱMinistriesȱofȱtheȱARPȱChurch,ȱtheȱExecutiveȱ
DirectorȱofȱCentralȱServicesȱofȱtheȱARPȱChurch,ȱtheȱPresidentȬElectȱofȱ
theȱErskineȱAlumniȱAssociation,ȱtheȱModeratorȬElectȱofȱtheȱARPȱ
Church,ȱandȱtheȱChairȱofȱtheȱBoardȱofȱCounselors.ȱ

OfficersȱofȱtheȱBoardȱforȱ2011Ȭ2012ȱareȱChairmanȱJoeȱPatrick,ȱViceȱ
ChairmanȱBillȱCain,ȱSecretaryȱMaxȱBolin,ȱandȱTreasurerȱGregoryȱ
Haselden.ȱTheȱBoardȱhasȱtheȱfollowingȱstandingȱcommittees:ȱAcaȬ
demic,ȱEnrollment,ȱFinanceȱandȱFacilities,ȱDevelopment,ȱStudentȱSerȬ
vicesȱandȱAthletic,ȱSeminary,ȱTrustees,ȱHonoraryȱDegrees,ȱandȱExecuȬ
tive.ȱThereȱareȱfourȱ(4)ȱadȱhocȱcommittees:ȱNominatingȱCommittee,ȱ
BoardȱPolicyȱCommittee,ȱSeminaryȱReviewȱCommittee,ȱandȱSynodȱ
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RequestsȱCommittee.ȱTheȱBoardȱmeetsȱinȱAugust,ȱOctober,ȱFebruary,ȱ
andȱMay.ȱ

ȱ
ErskineȱAdministrationȱ
Dr.ȱDavidȱNorman,ȱPresidentȱofȱErskineȱCollegeȱandȱSeminaryȱ
Dr.ȱRobynȱAgnew,ȱViceȱPresidentȱforȱStudentȱServicesȱ
Dr.ȱBradȱChristie,ȱInterimȱViceȱPresidentȱandȱDeanȱofȱtheȱCollegeȱ
Mr.ȱDavidȱEarle,ȱViceȱPresidentȱforȱAdvancementȱ
Mr.ȱGregȱHaselden,ȱViceȱPresidentȱforȱFinanceȱandȱOperationsȱ
Dr.ȱSteveȱLowe,ȱInterimȱViceȱPresidentȱofȱErskineȱTheologicalȱȱȱ
Seminaryȱ
Mr.ȱCliffȱSmith,ȱViceȱPresidentȱforȱCommunicationsȱ
ȱ
2011Ȭ12ȱBudgetȱInformationȱ
Theȱ2011Ȭ12ȱbudgetȱwasȱrevisedȱinȱSeptemberȱ2011ȱbyȱtheȱAdȬ

ministration,ȱandȱtheȱBoardȱapprovedȱtheȱrevisedȱbudgetȱatȱtheȱOctoȬ
berȱ2011ȱmeeting.ȱTheȱmostȱsignificantȱrevisionȱwasȱmadeȱinȱcollegeȱ
enrollment.ȱFacultyȱandȱstaffȱsalariesȱremainedȱfrozenȱduringȱtheȱ2011Ȭ
12ȱacademicȱyear,ȱandȱseniorȱadministratorsȱmaintainedȱaȱ3%ȱreducȬ
tionȱthatȱbecameȱeffectiveȱinȱtheȱ2011Ȭ12ȱfiscalȱyear.ȱ

ȱ
NewȱFacultyȱ
Mr.ȱMichaelȱBurriss,ȱVisitingȱInstructorȱofȱSpanishȱ
Dr.ȱThomasȱFarmer,ȱVisitingȱAssistantȱProfessorȱofȱHistoryȱ
Dr.ȱMarkȱNabholz,ȱAssistantȱProfessorȱofȱMusicȱ
ȱ
EnrollmentȱDataȱFallȱ2011ȱ
163ȱfreshmanȱstudentsȱ
13ȱtransferȱstudentsȱ
TOTAL:ȱ176ȱnewȱstudentsȱ(Allȱtogether,ȱtheȱcollegeȱenrolledȱ553ȱ

studentsȱforȱFallȱ2011.)ȱ
ȱ
AthleticȱHighlightsȱ
Academicȱsuccessȱamongȱourȱstudentȱathletesȱhasȱcontinuedȱtoȱbeȱ

strong.ȱThisȱyear,ȱ45%ȱofȱourȱjuniorsȱandȱseniorsȱwereȱnamedȱtoȱtheȱ
ConferenceȱCarolinasȱAllȬAcademicȱTeamȱ(3.25ȱGPAȱorȱhigher).ȱSeniorȱ
tennisȱplayerȱandȱcrossȬcountryȱrunnerȱVincentȱChauvetteȱwasȱnamedȱ
theȱConferenceȱCarolinasȱ“MurphyȱOsborneȱAward”ȱrecipient.ȱTheȱ
awardȱisȱgivenȱeachȱyearȱtoȱtheȱtopȱstudentȱathleteȱinȱConferenceȱCaroȬ
linas.ȱWithȱoverȱ3000ȱstudentȱathletesȱinȱtheȱconference,ȱthisȱisȱquiteȱanȱ
achievement.ȱItȱmarksȱtheȱ5thȱtimeȱinȱnineȱyearsȱanȱErskineȱstudentȱ
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athleteȱhasȱwonȱtheȱawardȱandȱtheȱfirstȱtimeȱeverȱaȱschoolȱhasȱhadȱ
backȬtoȬbackȱwinners,ȱwithȱJocelynȱSmithȱwinningȱlastȱyear.ȱSeniorȱ
women’sȱbasketballȱplayerȱPorshaȱMorganȱbecameȱtheȱfirstȱfemaleȱ
athleteȱatȱErskineȱtoȱbeȱnamedȱtoȱtheȱAllȬConferenceȱCarolinasȱFirstȱ
TeamȱallȱfourȱyearsȱatȱErskine.ȱPorshaȱwasȱalsoȱrecentlyȱnamedȱasȱanȱ
NCAAȱDivisionȱIIȱAllȬAmerican.ȱPorsha,ȱalongȱwithȱseniorȱvolleyballȱ
playerȱSandraȱCampbell,ȱwereȱnamedȱtheȱconference’sȱ“Playersȱofȱtheȱ
Year.”ȱȱ

ȱ
Recommendations:ȱ

TheȱsignificanceȱofȱGeneralȱSynod’sȱfaithfulȱandȱgenerousȱsupportȱ
overȱtheȱyearsȱcannotȱbeȱoverstated.ȱWeȱareȱmostȱgratefulȱforȱitȱandȱ
humbledȱbyȱit.ȱHistorically,ȱErskine’sȱabilityȱtoȱfulfillȱitsȱvisionȱisȱdeȬ
pendentȱuponȱtheȱvitalȱresourcesȱtheȱSynodȱhasȱprovided,ȱwhetherȱ
thatȱisȱprayer,ȱpeople,ȱorȱfinances.ȱThisȱyearȱisȱnoȱexception,ȱandȱtheȱ
environmentalȱrealitiesȱstatedȱinȱtheȱoutsetȱofȱthisȱreportȱfurtherȱunȬ
derscoreȱtheȱneed.ȱTheȱfollowingȱrecommendationsȱareȱmadeȱwithȱtheȱ
hopeȱthatȱtheȱLordȱdesiresȱtoȱseeȱErskineȱandȱtheȱARPCȱcontinueȱtoȱ
laborȱtogetherȱforȱtheȱKingdomȱthroughȱhigherȱeducation.ȱ
1.ȱThatȱaȱseasonȱofȱprayerȱandȱfastingȱforȱErskineȱCollegeȱandȱSemiȬ

naryȱbeȱheldȱinȱtheȱchurchesȱofȱtheȱpresbyteriesȱinȱtheȱARPȱSynod;ȱ
2.ȱThatȱspecialȱdaysȱbeȱdesignatedȱwhenȱtheȱworkȱofȱErskineȱCollegeȱ

andȱSeminaryȱcanȱbeȱpresentedȱtoȱtheȱcongregationsȱofȱtheȱAssociȬ
ateȱReformedȱPresbyterianȱChurchȱandȱwhenȱspecialȱofferingsȱtoȱ
supportȱtheȱministriesȱofȱtheȱinstitutionȱcanȱbeȱreceived;ȱ

3.ȱThatȱSynodȱtrackȱandȱreportȱbackȱtoȱErskineȱthoseȱchurchesȱthatȱ
participatedȱinȱtheȱtwoȱopportunitiesȱmentionedȱinȱRecommendaȬ
tionȱ#1ȱandȱ#2.ȱ

4.ȱThatȱitsȱbudgetȱrequestȱpresentedȱthroughȱtheȱBoardȱofȱStewardshipȱ
beȱapprovedȱasȱfollows:ȱ

ȱ
ǈȱ$518,000ȱoperatingȱfundsȱ
ǈȱ$500ȱARPȱStudentȱUnionȱ
ȱ
AsȱaȱministryȱestablishedȱbyȱtheȱAssociateȱReformedȱPresbyterianȱ

Church,ȱitȱisȱErskine’sȱdesireȱtoȱsubmitȱaȱreportȱtoȱGeneralȱSynodȱthatȱ
isȱinformative,ȱisȱbeneficial,ȱandȱisȱaȱsourceȱofȱencouragementȱtoȱunȬ
derstandȱmoreȱfullyȱhowȱGodȱisȱusingȱyourȱresourcesȱthatȱyouȱentrustȱ
toȱErskine.ȱThisȱreportȱisȱdesignedȱtoȱaddressȱsubstantivelyȱtheȱparȬ
ticularȱareasȱasȱidentifiedȱinȱtheȱManualȱAuthoritiesȱandȱDuties,ȱtoȱdocuȬ
mentȱprogressȱonȱspecificȱconcernsȱraisedȱbyȱSynod,ȱandȱtoȱbenchmarkȱ
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theȱvisionȱwithȱtheȱStatementȱofȱtheȱPhilosophyȱofȱChristianȱHigherȱ
Education.ȱ

WeȱgreatlyȱappreciateȱandȱthankfullyȱacknowledgeȱtheȱSynod’sȱ
callȱuponȱchurchesȱforȱaȱdayȱofȱprayerȱandȱfastingȱforȱErskineȱthisȱpastȱ
year.ȱErskineȱcontinuesȱtoȱreapȱtheȱbenefitsȱthatȱcomeȱfromȱtheȱfaithfulȱ
prayersȱofȱothers.ȱWhileȱtheȱLord’sȱhandȱisȱevidentȱallȱaround,ȱthereȱisȱ
stillȱmuchȱtoȱbeȱdone.ȱTheȱBoardȱofȱTrusteesȱisȱcommittedȱtoȱtheȱmisȬ
sionȱofȱErskineȱCollegeȱandȱTheologicalȱSeminaryȱandȱisȱdedicatedȱtoȱ
improvingȱtheȱexecutionȱofȱsuchȱvision.ȱ

ȱ
Respectfullyȱsubmitted,ȱ
ȱ ȱ
JoeȱPatrick,ȱChairȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ DavidȱA.ȱNormanȱ
BoardȱofȱTrusteesȱȱ ȱ ȱ Presidentȱ
ȱ

ȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱ2012ȱȬȱ2013ȱ

ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱAnnualȱTuition,ȱRequiredȱFees.ȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱRoomȱandȱBoardȱȱ

x� NewȱStudents:ȱȱInȱadditionȱtoȱtheȱaboveȱfees**,ȱ
newȱ studentsȱwillȱbeȱassessedȱaȱoneȬtimeȱ$150ȱ
matriculationȱ feeȱ andȱ aȱ oneȬtimeȱ $150ȱ orientaȬ
tionȱfee.ȱ

x� ReturningȱStudents:ȱ ȱ Inȱadditionȱ toȱ theȱaboveȱ
fees**,ȱ aȱ $150ȱ returningȱ studentȱ depositȱ andȱ aȱ
$150ȱadministrationȱfeeȱareȱrequired.ȱȱ

ȱȱ ȱ BOARDINGȱ COMMUTINGȱ

TUITIONȱ ȱ$ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱ27,915ȱ ȱ$ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱ27,915ȱ

BOARDȱ(allȱmealȱplans)ȱ 4,650ȱ ȱȱ

ROOMȱ*ȱ 4,975ȱ ȱȱ

FEESȱ**ȱ 1,875ȱ ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱ1,875ȱ

ȱȱ ȱȱ ȱȱ

TOTALȱ(boardingȱstudent)ȱ ȱ$ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱ39,415ȱ ȱȱ

TOTALȱ(commutingȱstudent)ȱ ȱȱ ȱ$ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱ29,790ȱ



532ȱ MINUTESȱOFȱSYNODȱ ȱ

 

x� **ȱRequiredȱfeesȱinclude:ȱȱactivity,ȱartistȱseries/
convocation,ȱathletic,ȱcomputer,ȱmedical,ȱandȱ
studentȱcenterȱfees.ȱ(ForȱmoreȱinformationȱreȬ
gardingȱtheȱrequiredȱfees**,ȱseeȱaȱcopyȱofȱtheȱ
currentȱErskineȱCollegeȱCatalog.)ȱ

x� *ȱSingleȱroomȱchargesȱareȱanȱadditionalȱ$800ȱperȱ
semester.ȱ

x� Allȱstudentsȱareȱresponsibleȱforȱtheȱpurchaseȱofȱ
booksȱandȱsuppliesȱandȱshouldȱallowȱbetweenȱ
$750ȱandȱ$1,000ȱperȱsemesterȱorȱ$1,500ȱtoȱ$2,000ȱ
perȱyear,ȱ(fallȱandȱspringȱsemesters)ȱdependingȱ
onȱmajorȱorȱcourseworkȱtaken.ȱ

ȱ
ȱ
ȱ

ResponseȱofȱtheȱErskineȱCollegeȱandȱTheologicalȱSeminaryȱBoardȱofȱ
Trusteesȱtoȱtheȱ2011ȱGeneralȱSynod’sȱRequestsȱ

Februaryȱ17,ȱ2012ȱ
ȱ ȱ

TheȱBoardȱofȱTrusteesȱofȱErskineȱCollegeȱandȱTheologicalȱSemiȬ
naryȱ(“Board”)ȱprayerfullyȱandȱrespectfullyȱsubmitsȱthisȱResponseȱtoȱ
certainȱrequestsȱmadeȱofȱtheȱBoardȱatȱtheȱ2011ȱGeneralȱSynodȱmeeting.ȱȱȱ
ThisȱResponseȱdealsȱprimarilyȱwithȱtheȱrequestsȱregardingȱremovalȱofȱ
Boardȱmembers,ȱalthoughȱotherȱrequestsȱareȱalsoȱaddressedȱherein.ȱȱ
Byȱwayȱofȱprefaceȱandȱintroduction,ȱtheȱBoardȱacknowledgesȱandȱinȬ
vokesȱtheȱWestminsterȱConfessionȱofȱFaithȱ(Sec.ȱI,ȱCh.ȱ5,ȱ“OfȱProviȬ
dence”):ȱ
ȱ

God,ȱtheȱgreatȱCreatorȱofȱallȱthings,ȱdothȱuphold,ȱ
direct,ȱdispose,ȱandȱgovernȱallȱcreatures,ȱactionsȱ
andȱthings,ȱfromȱtheȱgreatestȱevenȱtoȱtheȱleast,ȱbyȱ
Hisȱmostȱwiseȱandȱholyȱprovidence,ȱaccordingȱtoȱ
Hisȱinfallibleȱforeknowledge,ȱandȱtheȱfreeȱandȱimȬ
mutableȱcounselȱofȱHisȱownȱwill,ȱtoȱtheȱpraiseȱofȱ
theȱgloryȱofȱHisȱwisdom,ȱpower,ȱjustice,ȱgoodness,ȱ
andȱmercy.ȱ

ȱ
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I.ȱȱȱȱȱResponseȱSummaryȱ
ErskineȱCollegeȱandȱTheologicalȱSeminaryȱisȱtheȱeducationalȱinstiȬ

tutionȱofȱtheȱAssociateȱReformedȱPresbyterianȱChurch.1ȱȱAsȱsuch,ȱtheȱ
BoardȱhasȱreceivedȱtheȱGeneralȱSynod’sȱrequestsȱasȱaȱgenuineȱexpresȬ
sionȱofȱgreatȱcareȱandȱconcernȱforȱtheȱInstitutionȱandȱherȱmission.ȱȱForȱ
thisȱweȱareȱthankful.ȱȱHowever,ȱforȱtheȱreasonsȱdiscussedȱinȱsignificantȱ
detailȱherein,ȱtheȱBoardȱbelievesȱthatȱtheȱrequestsȱfromȱtheȱGeneralȱ
SynodȱregardingȱCharterȱandȱBylawȱrevisionsȱwouldȱneitherȱbeȱinȱtheȱ
Institution’sȱbestȱinterestsȱnorȱinȱtheȱbestȱinterestsȱofȱtheȱGeneralȱ
Synod.ȱȱTheseȱreasonsȱincludeȱtheȱpotentialȱimpactȱonȱaccreditation,ȱ
theȱlegalȱliabilityȱpotentiallyȱimposedȱonȱtheȱGeneralȱSynod,ȱtheȱpotenȬ
tialȱimpactȱonȱacademicȱfreedom,ȱandȱtheȱpotentialȱimpactȱonȱȱtrusȬ
tees’ȱindependenceȱtoȱserveȱtheȱmissionȱofȱtheȱInstitution.ȱ
ȱ
II.ȱ TheȱInstitution’sȱRelationshipȱwithȱtheȱChurchȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱHistoric,ȱUnique,ȱMutuallyȱBeneficial,ȱandȱPurposeful;ȱNotȱOwnershipȱ
orȱControlȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱAccordingȱtoȱitsȱInstitutionalȱMissionȱStatement,ȱErskineȱisȱanȱ
academicȱcommunityȱthatȱexistsȱtoȱglorifyȱGodȱbyȱequippingȱstudentsȱ
toȱflourishȱasȱwholeȱpersonsȱforȱlivesȱofȱservice.ȱȱTheȱspecificȱmissionȱ
ofȱErskineȱCollegeȱisȱtoȱequipȱstudentsȱtoȱflourishȱbyȱprovidingȱanȱ
excellentȱliberalȱartsȱeducationȱinȱaȱChristȬcenteredȱenvironmentȱ
whereȱlearningȱandȱbiblicalȱtruthȱareȱintegratedȱtoȱdevelopȱtheȱwholeȱ
person.ȱȱTheȱspecificȱmissionȱofȱErskineȱTheologicalȱSeminaryȱisȱtoȱ
educateȱpersonsȱforȱserviceȱinȱtheȱChristianȱChurch.ȱȱByȱandȱthroughȱ
theseȱmissionȱstatements,ȱErskineȱexpressesȱitsȱhighȱcommitmentȱtoȱ
theȱquintessentialȱtruthȱforȱallȱChristianȱscholars,ȱthatȱallȱtruthȱisȱGod’sȱ
truthȱwhereverȱitȱisȱfound.ȱȱThus,ȱitȱisȱonlyȱinȱaȱproperȱrelationshipȱtoȱ
theȱdivineȱCreatorȱandȱLordȱthatȱallȱknowledge,ȱwhetherȱregardingȱ
nature,ȱsociety,ȱarts,ȱorȱsciences,ȱcomesȱintoȱclearestȱfocus.ȱȱToȱimageȱȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
__________________ȱ
1ȱ“Erskine”ȱandȱ“Institution”ȱasȱusedȱhereinȱreferȱtoȱbothȱErskineȱCollegeȱandȱErskineȱ
TheologicalȱSeminaryȱexceptȱwhereȱtheȱcontextȱorȱlanguageȱindicatesȱotherwise;ȱsimilarly,ȱ
“ARPC”ȱandȱ“GeneralȱSynod”ȱasȱusedȱhereinȱreferȱtoȱtheȱAssociateȱReformedȱPresbyterianȱ
Church,ȱaȱdenominationȱwhoseȱlegalȱexpressionȱisȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱofȱtheȱAssociateȱ
ReformedȱPresbyterianȱChurch,ȱInc.ȱȱTheȱrelationshipȱbetweenȱtheȱInstitutionȱandȱtheȱ
GeneralȱSynodȱȱisȱdiscussedȱinȱgreaterȱdetailȱbelow.ȱ



534ȱ MINUTESȱOFȱSYNODȱ ȱ

 

Godȱinȱtheȱfullnessȱofȱourȱhumanityȱis,ȱespeciallyȱinȱtheȱReformedȱtraȬ
dition,ȱoneȱofȱourȱhighestȱcallings.2ȱ

DiscoveryȱofȱGod’sȱtruthȱinvolvesȱanȱopennessȱtoȱallȱofȱGod’sȱselfȬ
revelation,ȱwhichȱnecessitatesȱcarefulȱexaminationȱofȱwhatȱweȱbelieve,ȱ
whatȱweȱknow,ȱandȱwhatȱweȱareȱunsureȱof.ȱȱOurȱChristianȱcommitȬ
mentȱbothȱinspiresȱandȱrequiresȱsuchȱpurposefulȱlearning.ȱȱHigherȱ
educationȱinȱtheȱWestȱcameȱaboutȱasȱaȱmeansȱofȱtheȱchurchȱtoȱdeepenȱ
one’sȱfaith,ȱknowledgeȱofȱGod,ȱandȱknowledgeȱofȱGod’sȱcreation,ȱ
holdingȱthatȱsinceȱallȱthingsȱcameȱfromȱGod,ȱallȱthingsȱcouldȱbeȱlegitiȬ
matelyȱstudiedȱandȱunderstoodȱasȱaȱgiftȱfromȱGod.3ȱȱHarvard,ȱYale,ȱ
Princeton,ȱandȱColumbiaȱbeganȱthisȱway,ȱandȱtheȱlistȱofȱinstitutionsȱ
establishedȱbyȱtheȱChristianȱChurchȱpriorȱtoȱtheȱCivilȱWarȱ“includesȱ
fortyȬnineȱfoundedȱbyȱPresbyterians,ȱthirtyȬfourȱbyȱMethodists,ȱ
twentyȬfiveȱbyȱBaptists,ȱandȱtwentyȬoneȱbyȱCongregationalists.”4ȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱUnderȱguiseȱofȱtheȱoftȬmisunderstood,ȱmisrepresented,ȱandȱmisapȬ
pliedȱrubricȱofȱacademicȱfreedom,ȱmanyȱofȱtheȱschoolsȱthatȱoriginallyȱ
hadȱaȱreligiousȱpurposeȱforȱtheirȱexistenceȱnowȱallowȱGodȱnoȱsignifiȬ
cantȱplace.ȱȱThisȱhistoricȱreality,ȱdifficultȱtoȱignore,ȱisȱperhapsȱmostȱ
personifiedȱinȱtheȱUnitedȱStatesȱbyȱHarvardȱUniversity’sȱpublicȱacȬ
knowledgementȱinȱtheȱ1950sȱthatȱitȱhadȱbecomeȱaȱsecularȱuniversityȱ
withȱnothingȱmoreȱthanȱaȱ“traditionȱofȱworship.”5ȱȱȱTheȱonȬcampusȱ
MemorialȱChurchȱthereafterȱbecameȱprimarilyȱanȱassemblyȱhall.ȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱByȱcontrast,ȱErskineȱ(alongȱwithȱmanyȱotherȱadmirableȱinstitutions)ȱ
hasȱreaffirmedȱandȱreiteratedȱitsȱcommitmentȱtoȱtheȱtwinȱpillarsȱofȱ
academicȱexcellenceȱandȱBiblicalȱtruth.ȱȱAsȱaȱChristianȱliberalȱartsȱcolȬ
legeȱandȱaȱtheologicalȱseminary,ȱErskineȱtodayȱperceivesȱitsȱreligiousȱ
andȱacademicȱprogramsȱasȱpartsȱofȱaȱwholeȱthatȱcannotȱbeȱseparated;ȱ
approachingȱeducationȱfromȱaȱChristianȱworldviewȱandȱexaminingȱ
subjectȱmatterȱfromȱaȱChristianȱperspective.ȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱErskine’sȱhistoricȱandȱcontinuedȱexistenceȱasȱaȱChristianȱinstitutionȱ
hasȱbeen,ȱinȱlargeȱpart,ȱbecauseȱofȱandȱthroughȱtheȱworkȱofȱtheȱAssociȬ
ateȱReformedȱPresbyterianȱChurchȱdenominationȱandȱitsȱpredecessorsȱ
andȱconstituents.ȱȱAlthoughȱErskine’sȱrelationshipȱwithȱtheȱARPCȱhasȱȱ

ȱ
__________________ȱ
2ArthurȱF.ȱHolmes,ȱTheȱIdeaȱofȱaȱChristianȱCollege,ȱrev.ȱed.ȱ(GrandȱRapids,ȱMI:ȱȱWm.ȱB.ȱEerdȬ
mans,ȱ1987),ȱ28.ȱ
3HarryȱLeeȱPoe,ȱChristianityȱinȱtheȱAcademyȱ(GrandȱRapids,ȱMI:ȱȱBakerȱAcademic,ȱ2004),ȱ54.ȱ
4TheȱIdeaȱofȱtheȱChristianȱCollege,ȱ9f.ȱ
5E.ȱJ.ȱKahn,ȱJr.,ȱHarvard:ȱȱThroughȱchangeȱandȱthroughȱstormȱ(NewȱYork:ȱȱW.ȱW.ȱNortonȱ&ȱCo:ȱ
1968),ȱ272.ȱ
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atȱtimesȱperhapsȱbeenȱmisunderstoodȱandȱmischaracterized,ȱtheȱcomȬ
mitmentȱofȱtheȱInstitutionȱtoȱitsȱmissionȱandȱitsȱsuccessȱthereonȱowesȱ
muchȱtoȱtheȱdenomination.ȱȱItȱisȱthereforeȱanȱunderstatementȱtoȱsayȱ
thereȱisȱfarȱmoreȱthatȱjoinsȱErskineȱandȱtheȱAssociateȱReformedȱPresȬ
byterianȱChurchȱthanȱseparates.ȱȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱTheȱARPC’sȱviewȱofȱtheȱroleȱofȱtheȱChurchȱinȱChristianȱhigherȱeduȬ
cationȱwasȱexpressedȱbyȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱinȱ1977ȱandȱ1978:ȱ

Weȱbelieveȱinȱtheȱimportanceȱofȱeducation,ȱandȱweȱ
believeȱthatȱeducationȱrepresentsȱaȱvitalȱpartȱofȱtheȱ
missionȱofȱtheȱChurch.ȱȱFurthermore,ȱweȱbelieveȱthatȱ
ourȱdenominationȱhasȱaȱdefiniteȱroleȱtoȱplayȱinȱChrisȬ
tianȱhigherȱeducation.ȱ
WeȱbelieveȱthisȱisȱsoȱbecauseȱthisȱareaȱofȱserviceȱofȬ
fersȱtheȱChurchȱaȱuniqueȱopportunityȱtoȱpresentȱ
ChristȱandȱtheȱChristianȱviewpointȱandȱtoȱdemonȬ
strateȱinȱaȱtangibleȱwayȱtheȱvalueȱofȱlifeȱwhichȱisȱ
livedȱinȱrightȱrelationȱtoȱGodȱandȱman.ȱȱWeȱbelieveȱ
thatȱonlyȱsuchȱaȱlifeȱcanȱrealizeȱitsȱfullestȱpotentialȱinȱ
termsȱofȱusefulnessȱtoȱsocietyȱandȱinnerȱsatisfactionȱ
toȱtheȱindividual.ȱȱ
WeȱbelieveȱthatȱtheȱChurchȱhasȱaȱresponsibilityȱnotȱ
onlyȱtoȱinitiateȱtheȱorganizationalȱstructureȱforȱsuchȱ
participation,ȱbutȱalsoȱaȱresponsibilityȱtoȱcontinueȱtoȱ
nurtureȱthatȱorganizationȱandȱtoȱprovideȱtheologicalȱ
andȱphilosophicalȱguidanceȱtoȱit.ȱȱȱ ȱ
[O]urȱinstitutionsȱofȱChristianȱhigherȱeducationȱhaveȱ
aȱresponsibilityȱtoȱstressȱChristianȱdoctrineȱasȱwellȱasȱ
Christianȱethics,ȱChristianȱcommitmentȱasȱwellȱasȱ
academicȱexcellence.ȱȱOurȱcallingȱinȱChristianȱhigherȱ
educationȱisȱtoȱcreateȱanȱenvironmentȱthatȱexposesȱ
theȱcollegeȱcommunityȱtoȱtheȱtruthȱofȱGod’sȱredempȬ
tiveȱloveȱandȱequipȱitsȱmembersȱforȱlivesȱofȱusefulȱ
service,ȱwhetherȱinȱtheȱfullȬtimeȱministriesȱofȱtheȱ
Church,ȱorȱinȱsomeȱotherȱworthyȱcalling.6ȱ
ȱ

__________________ȱ
6StatementȱofȱtheȱPhilosophyȱofȱChristianȱHigherȱEducationȱofȱtheȱAssociateȱReformedȱPresbyterianȱ

ChurchȱasȱAdoptedȱbyȱtheȱGeneralȱSynod,ȱJuneȱ8,ȱ1977ȱandȱJuneȱ7,ȱ1978ȱ(henceforthȱPhilosophyȱ
ofȱChristianȱHigherȱEducation).ȱȱOneȱofȱtheȱrequestsȱmadeȱinȱtheȱmotionȱpassedȱatȱtheȱ2011ȱ
ARPCȱGeneralȱSynodȱwasȱthatȱtheȱInstitutionȱrecognizeȱtheȱrightȱofȱGeneralȱSynodȱtoȱ
“delineateȱtheȱSynod’sȱaspirationsȱforȱtheȱinstitution.”ȱȱTheȱprimaryȱwayȱtheȱGeneralȱ
SynodȱhasȱdoneȱthisȱisȱtheȱPhilosophyȱofȱChristianȱHigherȱEducation,ȱwhichȱtheȱBoardȱgrateȬ
fullyȱreceivesȱasȱtheȱexpressionȱofȱtheȱGeneralȱSynod’sȱaspirationsȱforȱErskine.ȱ
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ȱȱȱȱȱȱByȱandȱthroughȱtheȱpublishedȱPhilosophyȱofȱChristianȱHigherȱEducaȬ
tionȱ(inȱadditionȱtoȱotherȱindicesȱincludingȱtheȱprovisionȱofȱfinancialȱ
support,ȱprayers,ȱandȱintangiblesȱtooȱnumerousȱtoȱlist),ȱtheȱARPCȱacȬ
knowledgesȱandȱexpressesȱitsȱrelationshipȱwithȱErskine.ȱȱByȱandȱ
throughȱtheȱadoptionȱandȱmaintenanceȱofȱmissionȱstatementsȱandȱ
policiesȱthatȱareȱconsistentȱwithȱtheȱȱPhilosophyȱofȱChristianȱHigherȱEduȬ
cationȱ(inȱadditionȱtoȱotherȱindicesȱincludingȱtheȱacceptanceȱofȱfinanȬ
cialȱsupport,ȱdependenceȱonȱprayers,ȱandȱintangiblesȱtooȱnumerousȱtoȱ
list),ȱtheȱBoardȱacknowledgesȱandȱexpressesȱErskine’sȱrelationshipȱ
withȱtheȱARPC.ȱȱWhileȱhumblyȱexpressingȱitsȱcontritionȱforȱpastȱshortȬ
comingsȱandȱfailuresȱwithȱrespectȱtoȱaspectsȱofȱtheȱInstitution’sȱmisȬ
sion,ȱtheȱBoardȱtodayȱreaffirmsȱtheȱInstitution’sȱrelationshipȱwithȱtheȱ
ARPCȱasȱclearlyȱhistoric,ȱunique,ȱpurposeful,ȱandȱmutuallyȬbeneficial.ȱȱȱȱȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱErskineȱisȱaȱcomplexȱentity,ȱwithȱseveralȱconstituenciesȱthatȱallȱfeelȱ
aȱgenuineȱownershipȱofȱandȱidentificationȱwithȱtheȱInstitution.ȱȱItsȱ
relationshipȱtoȱtheȱARPCȱisȱinȱsomeȱwaysȱfilial:ȱaȱhistoricȱproductȱofȱ
theȱchurchȱthatȱwasȱnurturedȱandȱsustained,ȱparticularlyȱinȱitsȱearlyȱ
years,ȱalmostȱentirelyȱbyȱtheȱchurch.ȱȱTheȱnurtureȱandȱsustenanceȱhasȱ
continuedȱtoȱtheȱpresentȱday,ȱalthoughȱErskineȱnowȱdependsȱonȱotherȱ
constituentsȱandȱhasȱmanyȱofȱitsȱpracticalȱprioritiesȱsetȱbyȱtheȱstanȬ
dardsȱofȱitsȱprofessionȱ(peerȱinstitutions,ȱaccreditingȱagencies,ȱetc.).ȱȱ
Erskineȱmayȱbeȱaȱ“child”ȱofȱtheȱchurch,ȱbutȱjustȱasȱaȱhealthyȱchildȱmaȬ
turesȱtoȱadulthood,ȱandȱaȱyoungȱChristianȱmaturesȱinȱfaith,ȱErskineȱ
hasȱalsoȱmatured.ȱȱInȱtheseȱrespects,ȱmanyȱofȱtheȱInstitution’sȱcharterȱ
changesȱoverȱtheȱyearsȱmayȱbeȱseenȱasȱtransitionalȱmomentsȱofȱErȬ
skine’sȱmoveȱfromȱ“adolescence”ȱintoȱ“adulthood”ȱ–ȱnowȱaȱ“grownȱ
child”ȱwhoȱseeksȱtheȱwiseȱcounselȱofȱherȱelders,ȱbutȱmustȱstandȱonȱherȱ
own,ȱaccountableȱasȱanȱ“adult.”ȱȱȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱTheȱmatureȱrelationshipȱbetweenȱErskineȱandȱtheȱARPCȱisȱnotȱ
“ownership,”ȱbutȱanȱintimateȱbondȱthatȱcannotȱbeȱbrokenȱwithoutȱ
damageȱtoȱbothȱparties.ȱȱTheȱsameȱsortȱofȱrelationshipȱalsoȱexistsȱbeȬ
tweenȱErskineȱandȱitsȱalumniȱand,ȱasȱtheȱlabelȱalmaȱmaterȱindicates,ȱ
graduatesȱcommonlyȱrecognizeȱaȱȱrelationshipȱwithȱtheirȱschoolȱasȱ
thatȱofȱaȱchildȱfosteredȱinȱaȱmaternalȱrelationship.ȱȱTheȱbondsȱbetweenȱ
Erskineȱandȱitsȱalumniȱareȱnotȱmerelyȱthoseȱofȱannualȱdonationsȱandȱ
bequests;ȱtheȱintimacyȱofȱalumniȱcommitmentȱtoȱtheȱInstitutionȱisȱaȱ
factorȱwhichȱcannotȱbeȱdiscounted.ȱȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱLikewise,ȱcurrentȱstudents,ȱfaculty,ȱandȱstaffȱsimilarlyȱidentifyȱ
themselvesȱwithȱandȱfeelȱaȱsimilarȱbondȱforȱtheȱInstitutionȱasȱtheyȱ
dailyȱembodyȱitsȱmission.ȱȱEvidencingȱtheȱoutpouringȱofȱsuchȱanȱaffecȬ
tionȱforȱErskineȱisȱtheȱfactȱthatȱmanyȱfacultyȱandȱstaffȱhaveȱdevotedȱ
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decades—inȱmanyȱcasesȱtheirȱentireȱcareers—toȱfurtheringȱtheȱInstituȬ
tionȱandȱitsȱgoals.ȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱAllȱthisȱnotwithstanding,ȱinȱtheȱeyesȱofȱtheȱInstitution,ȱtheȱStateȱofȱ
SouthȱCarolina,ȱandȱofȱtheȱaccreditingȱagencies,ȱErskineȱisȱgovernedȱ
onlyȱbyȱitsȱBoardȱofȱTrusteesȱand,ȱinȱthisȱregard,ȱallȱofȱtheȱotherȱconȬ
stituencies—theȱARPCȱchurch,ȱtheȱfaculty,ȱstaff,ȱstudents,ȱandȱ
alumni—areȱ“outside”ȱorȱ“external”ȱtoȱtheȱBoard,ȱalthoughȱcertainlyȱ
notȱtoȱtheȱInstitution.ȱȱTheȱBoardȱcannotȱandȱdoesȱnotȱdisregardȱitsȱ
constituents,ȱasȱtheyȱareȱessentialȱcomponentsȱofȱtheȱidentityȱandȱmisȬ
sionȱofȱtheȱschoolȱandȱtheirȱlossȱwouldȱfundamentallyȱchangeȱErskine.ȱȱ
Inputȱfromȱtheseȱconstituenciesȱisȱvital,ȱnotȱonlyȱthroughȱtheȱofficiallyȱ
designatedȱrepresentativesȱtoȱtheȱBoardȱbutȱalsoȱinȱadȱhocȱcommuniȬ
cations.ȱȱYet,ȱwhileȱallȱofȱtheseȱpartiesȱnecessarilyȱandȱdesirablyȱhaveȱ
“dueȱinfluence”ȱonȱtheȱBoardȱforȱallȱofȱtheȱreasonsȱdiscussedȱherein,ȱ
theȱBoardȱmustȱensureȱthatȱnoneȱofȱtheseȱ“external”ȱ(inȱaȱgovernanceȱ
sense)ȱinfluencesȱcompromiseȱtheȱBoard’sȱindependence.ȱȱInȱsuchȱaȱ
complexȱundertakingȱasȱErskine,ȱBoardȱactionsȱtakenȱinȱtheȱbestȱinterȬ
estsȱofȱtheȱInstitutionȱasȱaȱwholeȱmayȱatȱtimesȱrequireȱdifficultȱdeciȬ
sions;ȱthusȱallowingȱanyȱvestedȱinterestsȱtoȱcompromiseȱorȱpreventȱ
suchȱactionsȱwouldȱevidenceȱ“undueȱinfluence,”ȱevenȱwhenȱanȱ
“external”ȱconstituencyȱactedȱwithȱtheȱbestȱofȱintentions.ȱ

ȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱAsȱrecognizedȱbyȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱinȱ1978,ȱ

Autonomyȱisȱessentialȱifȱtheȱcollegeȱcorporationȱisȱtoȱ
actȱlegallyȱandȱresponsibly.ȱȱItȱisȱinȱtheȱbestȱinterestsȱ
ofȱtheȱchurchȱthatȱtheȱSynodȱprotectȱandȱdefendȱthisȱ
autonomy.ȱȱȱ
PrecipitousȱactionȱofȱtheȱSynod,ȱcreatingȱundueȱpresȬ
sureȱbyȱdirecting,ȱorȱcommanding,ȱtheȱBoardȱofȱ
TrusteesȱorȱAdministrationȱtoȱtakeȱcertainȱspecificȱ
actionsȱcanȱjeopardizeȱtheȱaccreditationȱofȱtheȱcolȬ
legeȱȱ.ȱ.ȱ.ȱandȱseriouslyȱimpairȱtheȱchurch’sȱmissionȱinȱ
Christianȱhigherȱeducation.ȱȱȱ
ȱ.ȱ.ȱ.ȱTheȱhopeȱofȱsuccessfulȱachievementȱofȱtheȱChrisȬ
tianȱgoalsȱandȱpurposesȱofȱtheȱcollegeȱliesȱinȱmutualȱ
understanding,ȱdeference,ȱrespect,ȱandȱaȱspiritȱofȱ
ChristianȱcharityȱbetweenȱtheȱBoardȱofȱTrusteesȱandȱ
theȱGeneralȱSynod,ȱwithȱbothȱbodiesȱseekingȱprayerȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
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fullyȱtoȱfunctionȱwiselyȱandȱwellȱwithinȱtheȱblessingȱ
ofȱGod,ȱwhoseȱweȱareȱandȱwhomȱweȱserve.7ȱ
ȱ

Althoughȱaȱmoreȱpreciseȱdescriptionȱofȱtheȱrelationshipȱbetweenȱ
ErskineȱandȱtheȱARPCȱsometimesȱdefiesȱreductionȱtoȱlanguage,ȱtheȱ
relationalȱbondȱisȱoneȱthatȱtheȱBoardȱenthusiasticallyȱdesiresȱtoȱmainȬ
tainȱandȱstrengthen.ȱ

ȱ

III.ȱ TheȱAssociateȱReformedȱPresbyterianȱChurch’sȱRelationshipȱwithȱ
theȱBoardȱofȱTrusteesȱ

ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱRelationshipȱExpressedȱThroughȱAppointmentsȱtoȱanȱAutonomousȱ
Board“ȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱInȱ1834,ȱatȱitsȱannualȱmeetingȱatȱDueȱWestȱCorner,ȱtheȱSynodȱofȱ
theȱSouthȱresolvedȱtoȱ‘establishȱoneȱorȱmoreȱschoolsȱorȱacademies’ȱandȱ
askedȱindividualȱcongregationsȱtoȱpresentȱproposalsȱtoȱthatȱend….ȱȱ
TheȱSynodȱofȱ1835ȱmovedȱtoȱauthorizeȱ‘aȱschoolȱatȱDueȱWestȱCorner’ȱ
whichȱwouldȱprovideȱtwoȱyearsȱofȱcollegeȱtraining.”8ȱȱByȱaȱSpecialȱActȱ
ofȱtheȱSouthȱCarolinaȱGeneralȱAssemblyȱinȱ1850,ȱaȱcharterȱwasȱestabȬ
lishedȱforȱaȱbodyȱpoliticȱandȱcorporate,ȱandȱ“TheȱTrusteesȱofȱErskineȱ
College”ȱwereȱempowered,ȱ“toȱmakeȱsuchȱbyȬlawsȱandȱrulesȱforȱtheȱ
regulationȱandȱgovernmentȱofȱsaidȱcollegeȱasȱtheyȱmayȱdeemȱnecesȬ
sary;ȱprovidedȱsaidȱbyȬlawsȱandȱrulesȱbeȱnotȱrepugnantȱtoȱtheȱConstiȬ
tutionȱandȱtheȱlawsȱofȱthisȱState,ȱorȱofȱtheȱUnitedȱStates.”ȱThroughoutȱ
theȱseveralȱcharterȱchangesȱandȱamendmentsȱsinceȱ1850,ȱnothingȱhasȱ
changedȱtheȱfactȱthatȱErskineȱis,ȱasȱrecognizedȱbyȱtheȱ1978ȱGeneralȱ
Synod,ȱȱ

ȱ
ȱ.ȱ.ȱ.ȱunderȱtheȱlawsȱofȱtheȱStateȱofȱSouthȱCarolina,ȱaȱ
separateȱcorporation,ȱlegallyȱdistinctȱfromȱtheȱchurchȱ
andȱgovernedȱbyȱaȱBoardȱofȱTrustees.ȱȱTheȱBoardȱofȱ
TrusteesȱisȱempoweredȱtoȱexerciseȱitsȱindependentȱjudgȬ
mentȱwithȱreferenceȱtoȱtheȱoperationȱofȱErskineȱCollegeȱ
andȱfinalȱdecisionsȱrelatedȱtheretoȱlieȱwithinȱtheȱexcluȬ
siveȱprovinceȱofȱtheȱBoard.ȱȱItȱisȱclearȱtoȱtheȱcommitteeȱȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ

__________________ȱ
7“ReportȱofȱtheȱSpecialȱCommitteeȱonȱChristianȱHigherȱEducation,”ȱMinutesȱofȱtheȱGeneralȱ
Synod,ȱJuneȱ5Ȭ8,ȱ1978,ȱ623f.ȱ
8LowryȱWare,ȱ“AȱHistoryȱofȱErskineȱCollege,ȱ1839Ȭ1982”ȱinȱtheȱBicentennialȱSupplementȱ
(Greenville,ȱSC:ȱȱGeneralȱSynodȱofȱtheȱAssociateȱReformedȱPresbyterianȱChurch,ȱ1982),ȱ
420f.ȱȱ
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that,ȱfromȱaȱlegalȱstandpoint,ȱtheȱBoardȱofȱTrusteesȱisȱ
anȱautonomousȱbody.9ȱ
ȱ

ȱȱȱȱȱȱByȱCharterȱamendmentȱinȱ1980,ȱtheȱBoardȱofȱTrusteesȱgrantedȱtheȱ
rightȱtoȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱtoȱappointȱallȱmembersȱofȱtheȱErskineȱ
BoardȱofȱTrustees,ȱwithȱtheȱnumberȱofȱmembersȱandȱtheirȱtermsȱinȱ
officeȱtoȱbeȱsetȱforthȱinȱtheȱBylaws.10ȱȱTheȱ1980ȱCharterȱamendmentȱ
alsoȱstatesȱthatȱanyȱchangeȱinȱthisȱsectionȱofȱtheȱCharterȱmustȱhaveȱ
priorȱapprovalȱofȱbothȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱandȱtheȱBoardȱofȱTrustees.ȱȱ
Thus,ȱitȱisȱthroughȱitsȱboardȱappointmentsȱthatȱtheȱGeneralȱSynod’sȱ
relationshipȱwithȱErskineȱisȱexpressedȱandȱitsȱinfluenceȱthereonȱisȱ
mostȱdirectlyȱexercised.11ȱȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱTheȱautonomyȱofȱtheȱBoardȱofȱTrusteesȱisȱimportant,ȱhasȱbeenȱconȬ
firmedȱbyȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱoverȱtheȱyears,ȱandȱservesȱmanyȱpurȬ
poses,ȱincluding,ȱ(1)ȱtheȱestablishmentȱofȱguardiansȱtoȱholdȱtoȱimmovȬ
ableȱfundamentalsȱwhileȱadaptingȱtoȱchangingȱenvironments;ȱ(2)ȱtheȱ
protectionȱofȱacademicȱfreedomȱinȱtheȱcontextȱofȱloyaltyȱtoȱGod’sȱtruthȱ
andȱlibertyȱtoȱthinkȱforȱoneself;ȱandȱ(3)ȱtheȱnecessityȱandȱdesirabilityȱofȱ
makingȱtheȱcollegeȱlegallyȱandȱsolelyȱresponsibleȱforȱitsȱownȱacts.12ȱȱ
TheȱTrustees,ȱinȱreturn,ȱacknowledgeȱandȱpledgeȱto:ȱ(1)ȱrecognizeȱtheȱ
distinctlyȱChristianȱcommitmentȱofȱErskine,ȱincludingȱinterpretationȱ
andȱexplanationȱofȱtheȱneeds,ȱinterests,ȱandȱconcernsȱofȱtheȱAssociateȱ
ReformedȱPresbyterianȱChurchȱinȱtheȱcourseȱofȱsettingȱinstitutionalȱ
purposes,ȱprioritiesȱandȱpolicies;ȱ(2)ȱinterpretȱandȱexplainȱtoȱchurchȱ
policyȱmakersȱhowȱtheȱuniqueȱnatureȱofȱanȱacademicȱenterpriseȱmakesȱ
itȱdistinctȱfromȱotherȱchurchȱagencies,ȱincludingȱitsȱessentialȱcommitȬ
mentȱtoȱacademicȱfreedom;ȱandȱ(3)ȱprotectȱtheȱinstitution’sȱintegrityȱ
fromȱunreasonableȱandȱunwarrantedȱoutsideȱ(inȱaȱgovernanceȱsense)ȱ
interferenceȱ(fromȱwhereverȱtheȱsource)ȱinȱserviceȱofȱtheȱinstitutionȱasȱ
aȱwholeȱratherȱthanȱanyȱspecialȱinterest.ȱ
__________________ȱ

9ȱ“ReportȱofȱtheȱSpecialȱCommitteeȱonȱChristianȱHigherȱEducation,”ȱMinutesȱofȱtheȱGeneralȱ
Synod,ȱJuneȱ5Ȭ8,ȱ1978,ȱ621f.ȱ
10ȱTheȱCharterȱrestatementȱbyȱtheȱBoardȱofȱTrusteesȱinȱ1977ȱstatedȱonlyȱthatȱBoardȱmemberȬ
shipȱwasȱpursuantȱtoȱtheȱthenȬcurrentȱBylaws.ȱȱ
11ȱTheȱ1980ȱCharterȱamendmentȱdoesȱnotȱgrantȱtoȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱtheȱrightȱtoȱremoveȱ
trusteesȱnorȱdoesȱanyȱotherȱgoverningȱdocument.ȱ
12AlthoughȱtheȱErskineȱBoardȱisȱnotȱaȱ“BoardȱofȱtheȱGeneralȱSynod”ȱperȱse,ȱevenȱtheȱdeȬ
nomination’sȱManualȱofȱAuthoritiesȱandȱDutiesȱrecognizesȱtheȱimportanceȱofȱtheȱautonomyȱ
ofȱtheȱchurch’sȱboards,ȱwhichȱ“shallȱperformȱtheȱworkȱentrustedȱtoȱthemȱwithoutȱparticuȬ
larȱinstructions,ȱbutȱshallȱfollowȱtheȱgeneralȱinstructionsȱofȱtheȱCourt.”ȱȱȱManualȱofȱAuthoriȬ
tiesȱandȱDutiesȱforȱOfficersȱandȱAgenciesȱandȱRulesȱofȱOrderȱ(Greenville,ȱSC:ȱȱGeneralȱSynodȱofȱ
theȱAssociateȱReformedȱPresbyterianȱChurch,ȱ2011),ȱ11.ȱ



540ȱ MINUTESȱOFȱSYNODȱ ȱ

 

IV.ȱȱȱRemovalȱofȱBoardȱMembersȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱVestingȱExclusivelyȱwithȱBoardȱisȱinȱInstitution’sȱBestȱInterestsȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱUnderȱtheȱapplicableȱprovisionsȱofȱtheȱCharterȱandȱBylaws,ȱtheȱ
rightȱtoȱremoveȱmembersȱfromȱtheȱBoardȱofȱTrusteesȱisȱvestedȱexcluȬ
sivelyȱwithȱtheȱBoardȱpursuantȱtoȱaȱclearȱandȱpreciseȱdueȱprocessȱ
wherebyȱmembersȱmayȱbeȱremovedȱbyȱtheȱBoardȱforȱcause.ȱȱThroughȱ
itsȱpassedȱmotion,ȱtheȱ2011ȱGeneralȱSynodȱrequestedȱthatȱtheȱInstituȬ
tionȱrecognizeȱtheȱrightȱofȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱtoȱremoveȱboardȱmemȬ
bers.13ȱȱRemovalȱofȱboardȱmembersȱbyȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱorȱbyȱanyȱ
otherȱbodyȱwouldȱnotȱbeȱinȱtheȱInstitution’sȱbestsȱinterestsȱforȱseveralȱ
reasons,ȱincludingȱundesirableȱpracticalȱresultsȱsuchȱas:ȱ(A)ȱtheȱpotenȬ
tialȱimpactȱonȱaccreditation,14ȱandȱ(B)ȱtheȱpotentialȱforȱlegalȱliabilityȱ
imposedȱonȱtheȱGeneralȱSynod;ȱinȱadditionȱtoȱimportantȱcoreȱmissionȱ
issuesȱsuchȱas:ȱ(C)ȱtheȱpotentialȱimpactȱonȱacademicȱfreedom,ȱandȱ(D)ȱ
theȱpotentialȱimpactȱonȱtrustees’ȱindependenceȱtoȱserveȱtheȱmissionȱofȱ
theȱInstitution.15ȱȱInstead,ȱappropriateȱformalȱandȱinformalȱavenuesȱforȱ
communicationȱofȱissuesȱandȱconcernsȱbetweenȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱ
andȱtheȱBoardȱofȱTrusteesȱareȱinȱplace,ȱwhichȱhaveȱbeenȱandȱshouldȱ
continueȱtoȱbeȱrespectfully,ȱcompetently,ȱandȱsuccessfullyȱutilized.ȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱA.ȱ Accreditationȱ
ȱ ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱErskineȱCollegeȱandȱTheologicalȱSeminaryȱisȱaccreditedȱbyȱ
theȱSouthernȱAssociationȱofȱCollegesȱandȱSchoolsȱ–ȱCommissionȱonȱ
Collegesȱ(SACS).ȱȱAllȱaccreditedȱinstitutionsȱareȱrequiredȱtoȱcomplyȱ
withȱallȱSACSȱCoreȱRequirementsȱbeforeȱaccreditationȱreaffirmation,ȱ
oneȱofȱwhichȱis:ȱ

C.R.ȱ2.2ȱȱTheȱinstitutionȱhasȱaȱgoverningȱboardȱofȱ
atȱleastȱfiveȱmembersȱthatȱisȱtheȱlegalȱbodyȱwithȱ
specificȱauthorityȱoverȱtheȱinstitution.ȱTheȱboardȱ
isȱanȱactiveȱpolicyȬmakingȱbodyȱforȱtheȱinstituȬȱ

__________________ȱ
13TheȱBoardȱofȱTrusteesȱisȱrespondingȱherein,ȱinȱtheȱentiretyȱofȱthisȱResponse,ȱtoȱbothȱtheȱ
GeneralȱSynod’sȱrequestȱthatȱtheȱBoardȱamendȱitsȱBylawsȱtoȱreflectȱtheȱBoardȱMemberȱ
RemovalȱPolicyȱasȱadoptedȱbyȱtheȱ2011ȱGeneralȱSynodȱandȱtheȱpassedȱmotionȱthatȱtheȱ
BoardȱconsiderȱamendingȱtheȱCharter.ȱ
14Forȱexample,ȱaȱ1973ȱcharterȱamendment,ȱwhichȱwasȱapprovedȱtoȱmakeȱitȱclearȱthatȱtheȱ
GeneralȱSynodȱdidȱnotȱhaveȱtheȱrightȱtoȱconfirmȱorȱannulȱtheȱappointmentsȱofȱtheȱBoard’sȱ
officersȱorȱtheȱschool’sȱofficers,ȱprofessors,ȱtutorsȱorȱinstructors,ȱwasȱentered,ȱ“asȱaȱresultȱofȱ
aȱcollegeȱselfȬstudyȱandȱofȱrecommendationsȱbyȱvariousȱconsultantsȱandȱaccreditingȱagenȬ
cies.”ȱȱȱ“AddendumȱtoȱReportȱofȱtheȱBoardȱofȱTrusteesȱofȱErskineȱCollegeȱtoȱtheȱGeneralȱ
Synod,”ȱMinutesȱofȱtheȱGeneralȱSynod,ȱJuneȱ5Ȭ9,ȱ1972,ȱ174.ȱ
15EvenȱifȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱhadȱtheȱrightȱtoȱremoveȱtrustees,ȱtheȱBoardȱquestions,ȱforȱallȱofȱ
theȱreasonsȱstatedȱinȱthisȱResponse,ȱwhether the exercise of that right would ever be in the best 
interests of the Institution. 
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tionȱandȱisȱultimatelyȱresponsibleȱforȱensuringȱ
thatȱtheȱfinancialȱresourcesȱofȱtheȱinstitutionȱareȱ
adequateȱtoȱprovideȱaȱsoundȱeducationalȱproȬ
gram.ȱȱTheȱboardȱisȱnotȱcontrolledȱbyȱaȱminorityȱ
ofȱboardȱmembersȱorȱbyȱorganizationsȱorȱinterȬ
estsȱseparateȱfromȱit.ȱBothȱtheȱpresidingȱofficerȱofȱ
theȱboardȱandȱaȱmajorityȱofȱotherȱvotingȱmemȬ
bersȱofȱtheȱboardȱareȱfreeȱofȱanyȱcontractual,ȱemȬ
ployment,ȱorȱpersonalȱorȱfamilialȱfinancialȱinterȬ
estȱinȱtheȱinstitution.ȱ

ȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱSACSȱalsoȱpromulgatesȱdetailedȱComprehensiveȱStandardsȱandȱ
reaffirmationȱmayȱbeȱdeniedȱifȱanȱinstitutionȱisȱoutȱofȱcomplianceȱwithȱ
oneȱorȱmoreȱofȱthem,ȱincluding:ȱ
ȱ

C.S.ȱ3.2.2ȱȱTheȱlegalȱauthorityȱandȱoperatingȱconȬ
trolȱofȱtheȱinstitutionȱareȱclearlyȱdefinedȱforȱtheȱ
followingȱareasȱwithinȱtheȱinstitution’sȱgovernȬ
anceȱstructure:ȱ(Governingȱboardȱcontrol)ȱ

ȱ
3.2.2.1ȱinstitution’sȱmission;ȱ
3.2.2.2ȱfiscalȱstabilityȱofȱtheȱinstitution;ȱ
3.2.2.3ȱinstitutionalȱpolicy,ȱincludingȱpoliȬȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱciesȱconcerningȱrelatedȱandȱaffiliȬȱȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱatedȱcorporateȱentitiesȱandȱallȱauxilȬȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱiaryȱservices;ȱandȱ

3.2.2.4ȱrelatedȱfoundationsȱ(athletic,ȱreȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱsearch,ȱetc.)ȱandȱotherȱcorporateȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱentitiesȱwhoseȱprimaryȱpurposeȱisȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱtoȱsupportȱtheȱinstitutionȱand/orȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱitsȱprograms.ȱ

C.S.ȱ3.2.3ȱTheȱboardȱhasȱaȱpolicyȱaddressingȱ
conflictȱofȱinterestȱforȱitsȱmembers.ȱ
C.S.ȱ3.2.4ȱTheȱgoverningȱboardȱisȱfreeȱfromȱunȬ
dueȱinfluenceȱfromȱpolitical,ȱreligious,ȱorȱotherȱ
externalȱbodiesȱandȱprotectsȱtheȱinstitutionȱfromȱ
suchȱinfluence.ȱ
C.S.ȱ3.2.5ȱTheȱgoverningȱboardȱhasȱaȱpolicyȱ
wherebyȱmembersȱcanȱbeȱdismissedȱonlyȱforȱ
appropriateȱreasonsȱandȱbyȱaȱfairȱprocess.ȱ

ȱ
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ErskineȱCollegeȱisȱcurrentlyȱundergoingȱSACSȱaccreditationȱreafȬ
firmation,ȱandȱtheȱBoardȱisȱhappyȱtoȱreportȱthatȱErskineȱhasȱbeenȱ
foundȱtoȱbeȱinȱcomplianceȱwithȱallȱofȱtheȱaboveȱrequirementsȱandȱstanȬ
dardsȱunderȱtheȱcurrentȱCharterȱandȱtheȱrecentlyȱrevisedȱBylaws,ȱ
wherebyȱtheȱBoardȱmembersȱareȱappointedȱbyȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱbutȱ
removedȱonlyȱbyȱtheȱBoardȱforȱcause.ȱȱHowever,ȱafterȱrecentȱactionsȱ
takenȱbyȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱtoȱattemptȱtoȱremoveȱtrustees,ȱSACSȱ
placedȱȱErskineȱCollegeȱonȱwarningȱinȱJulyȱ2010ȱforȱtwelveȱmonthsȱforȱ
“failureȱtoȱcomplyȈȱwithȱComprehensiveȱStandardȱ3.2.4.ȱȱInȱresponse,ȱ
ErskineȇsȱBoardȱofȱTrusteesȱtookȱstepsȱtoȱaddressȱSACSȱconcernsȱbyȱ
revisingȱitsȱBylawsȱtoȱmakeȱexplicitȱaȱconflictȬofȬinterestȱpolicy,ȱincludȬ
ingȱaȱsectionȱonȱȈundueȱinfluenceȈȱwithȱproceduresȱtoȱaddressȱperȬ
ceivedȱorȱactualȱcases.ȱȱInȱMayȱ2011,ȱtheȱBoardȱofȱTrusteesȱvotedȱtoȱ
approveȱtheȱrevisedȱBylaws;ȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱwasȱthereafterȱinȬ
formedȱofȱtheseȱchangesȱinȱJuneȱ2011;ȱandȱatȱtheȱendȱofȱthatȱmonthȱ
SACSȱvotedȱtoȱremoveȱtheȱwarning.ȱ

Likewise,ȱErskineȱTheologicalȱSeminaryȱisȱalsoȱaccreditedȱbyȱtheȱ
AssociationȱofȱTheologicalȱSchoolsȱ(ATS),ȱwhichȱhasȱitsȱownȱStandardsȱ
ofȱAccreditation,ȱincluding:ȱ
ȱ

ȱȱȱ8.3.1ȱGoverningȱboardȱ
ȱ
ȱ8.3.1.1ȱTheȱgoverningȱboardȱisȱresponsibleȱforȱtheȱ
establishmentȱandȱmaintenanceȱofȱtheȱinstitution’sȱ
integrityȱandȱitsȱfreedomȱfromȱinappropriateȱexternalȱ
andȱinternalȱpressuresȱandȱfromȱdestructiveȱinterferȬ
enceȱorȱrestraints.ȱItȱshallȱattendȱtoȱtheȱwellȬbeingȱofȱ
theȱinstitutionȱbyȱexercisingȱproperȱfiduciaryȱresponȬ
sibility,ȱadequateȱfinancialȱoversight,ȱproperȱdelegaȬ
tionȱofȱauthorityȱtoȱtheȱinstitution’sȱadministrativeȱ
officersȱandȱfaculty,ȱengagingȱoutsideȱlegalȱcounsel,ȱ
ensuringȱprofessionalȱandȱindependentȱaudits,ȱusingȱ
professionalȱinvestmentȱadvisorsȱasȱappropriate,ȱandȱ
maintainingȱproceduralȱfairnessȱandȱfreedomȱofȱinȬ
quiry.ȱ
8.3.1.2ȱTheȱgoverningȱboardȱshallȱbeȱaccountableȱforȱ
theȱinstitution’sȱadherenceȱtoȱrequirementsȱdulyȱ
establishedȱbyȱpublicȱauthoritiesȱandȱtoȱaccreditationȱ
standardsȱestablishedȱbyȱtheȱCommissionȱandȱbyȱ
anyȱotherȱaccreditingȱorȱcertifyingȱagenciesȱtoȱwhichȱ
theȱinstitutionȱisȱformallyȱrelated.ȱ
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ErskineȱTheologicalȱSeminaryȱisȱcurrentlyȱundergoingȱATSȱacȬ
creditationȱreaffirmation,ȱandȱtheȱBoardȱisȱunawareȱofȱanyȱissuesȱinȬ
volvingȱtheseȱstandards;ȱhowever,ȱtheȱBoardȱhasȱalsoȱbeenȱinformedȱ
byȱATSȱthatȱwithȱrespectȱtoȱdenominationallyȬrelatedȱschoolsȱwhereȱ
trusteesȱareȱappointed/electedȱbyȱtheȱchurch,ȱtheȱchurchȱmayȱnotȱwithȬ
drawȱappointmentȱof,ȱdismiss,ȱorȱremoveȱtrusteesȱonceȱtheyȱareȱapȬ
pointed,ȱandȱthatȱtheȱATSȱBoardȱofȱCommissionersȱwouldȱnotȱconȬ
siderȱtheȱallowanceȱofȱsuchȱremovalȱorȱwithdrawalȱofȱappointmentȱofȱ
trusteesȱbyȱanȱecclesialȱbodyȱtoȱbeȱgoodȱgovernanceȱȬȬȱbecauseȱitȱ
meansȱthatȱtheȱchurchȱisȱtheȱdeȱfactoȱboardȱifȱitȱhasȱtheȱauthorityȱtoȱ
removeȱboardȱmembersȱforȱaȱvarietyȱofȱcauses.ȱ ȱȱ

B.ȱȱLegalȱDistinctionsȱ
VestingȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱwithȱtheȱabilityȱtoȱremoveȱBoardȱmemȬ

bersȱwouldȱalsoȱraiseȱissuesȱregardingȱtheȱpossibilityȱthatȱtheȱcorpoȬ
rateȱlegalȱdistinctionȱbetweenȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱofȱtheȱAssociateȱReȬ
formedȱSynod,ȱInc.ȱandȱErskineȱwouldȱbeȱignoredȱbyȱaȱcourtȱofȱlaw,ȱ
therebyȱexposingȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱtoȱErskine’sȱdebts,ȱobligationsȱ
andȱliabilities.ȱȱTheȱdegreeȱofȱcontrolȱthatȱoneȱentityȱexertsȱoverȱanȬ
otherȱisȱoneȱofȱtheȱfactorsȱconsideredȱbyȱcourtsȱinȱanȱ“alterȱego”ȱorȱ
“ascendingȱliability”ȱanalysisȱasȱtoȱwhetherȱcorporateȱdistinctionsȱ
shouldȱbeȱhonored.ȱ

TheȱInstitution’sȱCharter,ȱamended,ȱrestated,ȱandȱapprovedȱbyȱtheȱ
GeneralȱSynodȱinȱ1977,ȱmakesȱclearȱthatȱtheȱInstitutionȱisȱitsȱownȱcorȬ
poration,ȱestablishedȱtoȱown,ȱmaintain,ȱandȱoperateȱwithoutȱprofit,ȱasȱ
aȱcharitableȱorȱeleemosynaryȱcorporation,ȱaȱcollegeȱwhichȱmightȱfromȱ
timeȱtoȱtimeȱincludeȱprofessionalȱandȱgraduateȱschools.ȱȱRegardingȱtheȱ
issueȱofȱlegalȱliability,ȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱexercisedȱcommendableȱandȱ
cautiousȱforesightȱwhen,ȱinȱ1978,ȱtheȱfollowingȱcommentȱwasȱadoptedȱ
regardingȱtheȱ1977ȱcharter:ȱ

Theȱcommitteeȱbelievesȱthatȱtheȱintentȱofȱtheȱ
presentȱcharterȱisȱtoȱmakeȱtheȱcollegeȱlegallyȱ
andȱsolelyȱresponsibleȱforȱitsȱownȱacts.16ȱ

C.ȱ AȱHealthyȱAcademicȱEnvironmentȱ
AcademicȱfreedomȱhasȱbeenȱgivenȱmanyȱdefinitionsȱandȱisȱaȱconȬ

ceptȱfrequentlyȱmisunderstoodȱandȱmisused.ȱȱȱTheȱBoardȱmaintainsȱ
thatȱinȱtheȱcontextȱofȱaȱChristianȱliberalȱartsȱeducation,ȱacademicȱfreeȬ
domȱisȱtheȱrecognitionȱthatȱfaithȱandȱintellectȱcannotȱbeȱforcedȱandȱȱ
__________________ȱ
16“ReportȱofȱtheȱSpecialȱCommitteeȱonȱChristianȱHigherȱEducation,”ȱMinutesȱofȱtheȱGeneralȱ
Synod,ȱJuneȱ5Ȭ8,ȱ1978,ȱ622.ȱ

ȱ
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mustȱnotȱbeȱforcedȱifȱeachȱisȱtoȱplayȱitsȱpartȱinȱrelationȱtoȱtheȱother.ȱȱ
ArthurȱHolmes,ȱprofessorȱemeritusȱatȱWheatonȱCollege,ȱastutelyȱobȬ
served,ȱȱ

ȱ

WhileȱScriptureȱisȱourȱfinalȱruleȱofȱfaithȱandȱ
practice,ȱnotȱallȱtruthȱaboutȱeverythingȱisȱfullyȱ
revealedȱtherein.ȱȱIfȱthatȱwereȱsoȱweȱwouldȱ
needȱnoȱnaturalȱorȱsocialȱsciences,ȱnoȱhumaniȬ
tiesȱandȱnoȱtheologyȱ–ȱjustȱbiblicalȱexegesis.ȱȱ
Rather,ȱtheȱeternalȱLogosȱhasȱleftȱhisȱimprintȱ
onȱnatureȱandȱhumanȱbeingsȱandȱhistory,ȱandȱ
theȱtruthȱdiscoveredȱthereinȱisȱGod’sȱtruthȱtoo.ȱȱ
Weȱapproachȱitȱwithȱreverenceȱandȱhumility,ȱ
modestȱandȱtentativeȱinȱourȱpronouncements.ȱȱ
IfȱallȱtruthȱisȱGod’sȱtruth,ȱweȱmustȱbeȱfreeȱtoȱ
exploreȱit.ȱȱIfȱitȱultimatelyȱfitsȱintoȱaȱcoherentȱ
whole,ȱthenȱourȱtaskȱisȱtoȱinterpretȱitȱasȱsuchȱbyȱ
developingȱChristianȱperspectivesȱinȱtheȱnatuȬ
ralȱandȱsocialȱsciencesȱandȱtheȱhumanities,ȱsoȱ
asȱtoȱstructureȱaȱChristianȱworldviewȱthatȱexȬ
hibitsȱplainlyȱtheȱprincipleȱthatȱtruthȱisȱoneȱandȱ
allȱtruthȱisȱGod’s.ȱȱThisȱrequiresȱopenȱeyesȱandȱ
openȱdoorsȱonȱtheȱworld,ȱnotȱblinkersȱandȱ
cloistersȱandȱdefensivenessȱaboutȱtheȱproblem.ȱ

ȱ

TheȱfactȱisȱthatȱfaithȱliberatesȱratherȱthanȱenȬ
slavesȱtheȱmind.ȱȱItȱhelpsȱmeȱunderstandȱmyȬ
selfȱandȱmyȱworld,ȱitȱcreatesȱaȱpositiveȱattitudeȱ
towardȱlearning.ȱȱChristianȱlibertyȱisȱneitherȱ
irresponsibleȱlicenseȱnorȱrepressiveȱbondage,ȱ
andȱacademicȱfreedomȱinȱtheȱChristianȱcollegeȱ
mustȱrestȱonȱthisȱrealization.17ȱ

ȱ

ItȱshouldȱalsoȱbeȱnotedȱthatȱacademicȱfreedomȱhasȱaȱspecialȱreleȬ
vanceȱinȱtheȱReformedȱtradition:ȱ

ȱ

TheȱearlyȱleadersȱofȱtheȱReformationȱ–ȱWyȬ
cliffe,ȱHussȱandȱLutherȱ–ȱwereȱuniversityȱmenȱ
andȱtheirȱoppositionȱtoȱRomeȱdevelopedȱbeȬȱ
ȱ

__________________ȱ
17TheȱIdeaȱofȱaȱChristianȱCollege,ȱ63.ȱ
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causeȱtheyȱrefusedȱtoȱthinkȱinȱrutsȱwornȱbyȱ
tradition,ȱsuperstition,ȱandȱignorance.ȱȱ

ȱ
Religiousȱlibertyȱandȱacademicȱfreedomȱwentȱ
handȱinȱhand,ȱinsistingȱonȱtheȱrightȱtoȱexamineȱ
theȱcherishedȱandȱtoȱimproveȱonȱtheȱpast.ȱȱNotȱ
onlyȱreformersȱwereȱrepressed.ȱȱAristotleȱandȱ
AquinasȱhadȱbeenȱbannedȱatȱParis;ȱlater,ȱelseȬ
where,ȱDescartes,ȱNewton,ȱandȱLockeȱsharedȱ
theȱsameȱfate.ȱȱAndȱrememberȱGalileo.ȱȱButȱ
truthȱwillȱwinȱout.ȱȱItȱcannotȱbeȱsuppressed;ȱforȱ
inȱtheȱfinalȱanalysis,ȱallȱtruthȱisȱGod’s.18ȱ
ȱ

TheȱuniqueȱbutȱnecessaryȱchallengeȱtoȱtheȱChristianȱcollegeȱisȱthatȱ
academicȱfreedomȱavoidȱtheȱextremesȱofȱbothȱlegalismȱandȱlicense.ȱȱ
Becauseȱ“libertyȱwithoutȱloyaltyȱisȱnotȱChristianȱ[and]ȱloyaltyȱwithoutȱ
theȱlibertyȱtoȱthinkȱforȱoneselfȱisȱnotȱeducation,”ȱacademicȱfreedomȱisȱ
absolutelyȱessentialȱtoȱtheȱacademicȱtaskȱonȱtheȱChristianȱcollegeȱcamȬ
pus.19ȱȱAlthoughȱtheȱChristianȱcampusȱmayȱnotȱhaveȱbeenȱtheirȱcontextȱ
inȱdecidingȱtheȱlineȱofȱcasesȱinvolvingȱacademicȱfreedom,ȱtheȱUnitedȱ
StatesȱSupremeȱCourtȱhasȱheld,ȱandȱtheȱBoardȱagrees,ȱthatȱacademicȱ
freedomȱinvolvesȱinstitutionalȱdeterminationȱofȱwhoȱmayȱteach,ȱwhatȱ
mayȱbeȱtaught,ȱhowȱitȱshallȱbeȱtaught,ȱandȱwhoȱmayȱbeȱadmittedȱtoȱ
study.20ȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱAsȱdiscussedȱabove,ȱtheȱErskineȱBoardȱofȱTrusteesȱaloneȱgovernsȱ
theȱInstitutionȱand,ȱasȱsuch,ȱisȱtheȱbodyȱultimatelyȱresponsibleȱforȱproȬ
tectingȱacademicȱfreedom.ȱȱInȱorderȱtoȱfulfillȱthisȱresponsibility,ȱtheȱ
BoardȱmustȱalsoȱhaveȱtheȱfinalȱauthorityȱtoȱdefendȱandȱprotectȱErskineȱ
fromȱinfluencesȱmotivatedȱfromȱtheȱcompetingȱviewpoints:ȱ(1)ȱthatȱ
educationȱfromȱaȱreligiousȱperspectiveȱlacksȱobjectivityȱandȱthereforeȱ
respectability;ȱorȱ(2)ȱthatȱacademicȱfreedomȱisȱaȱlicenseȱtoȱcompromiseȱ
faithȱandȱmoralsȱandȱmustȱthereforeȱbeȱrestrictedȱorȱremoved.ȱȱItȱmustȱ
beȱtheȱBoard’sȱultimateȱandȱfinalȱresponsibilityȱandȱauthorityȱtoȱguideȱ
ErskineȱifȱErskineȱisȱtoȱbeȱtheȱplaceȱwhereȱbothȱmindsȱandȱheartsȱareȱ
openedȱtoȱGod’sȱtruth.ȱȱThisȱresponsibilityȱandȱauthorityȱmustȱbeȱunȬ
dertakenȱbyȱtheȱBoardȱwithoutȱreferenceȱto,ȱorȱfearȱofȱreviewȱby,ȱanyȱ
otherȱbodyȱlestȱbothȱtheȱauthorityȱandȱresponsibilityȱbeȱweakened.ȱȱ
__________________ȱȱ
18ȱIbid,ȱ65.ȱ
19ȱIbid,ȱ61.ȱ
20ȱSeeȱWidmarȱv.ȱVincent,ȱ454ȱU.S.ȱ263ȱ(1981);ȱSweezyȱv.ȱNewȱHampshire,ȱ354ȱU.S.ȱ234ȱ
(1957).ȱ
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D.ȱ InstitutionalȱMissionȱ
ȱ BoardȱofȱTrusteeȱindependenceȱisȱalsoȱnecessaryȱandȱdesirȬ
ableȱforȱtheȱultimateȱaccomplishmentȱofȱtheȱInstitution’sȱmission.ȱȱAnȱ
independentȱboardȱshouldȱbeȱtheȱmostȱfullyȱenabledȱandȱcapableȱofȱ
doingȱwhatȱisȱbestȱforȱtheȱInstitution,ȱbecauseȱitȱisȱtoȱtheȱInstitutionȱ
andȱitsȱmissionȱaloneȱthatȱboardȱmembersȱareȱheldȱinȱfiduciaryȱobligaȬ
tion.ȱȱItȱisȱinȱthisȱrespectȱthatȱtheȱInstitution’sȱandȱtheȱGeneralȱSynod’sȱ
bestȱinterestsȱareȱmostȱalignedȱȬȬȱanȱindependentȱErskineȱboardȱisȱtheȱ
bestȱmeansȱbyȱwhichȱtheȱGeneralȱSynod’sȱdesireȱwillȱbeȱfulfilledȱthatȱ
theȱInstitutionȱachieveȱitsȱmissionȱandȱcommitments.ȱȱBothȱtheȱauthorȬ
ityȱofȱtheȱErskineȱBoard,ȱwhichȱisȱ“empoweredȱtoȱexerciseȱitsȱindeȬ
pendentȱjudgmentȱwithȱreferenceȱtoȱtheȱoperationȱofȱErskine”21ȱandȱ
theȱconcomitantȱabilityȱofȱtheȱErskineȱboardȱtoȱfulfillȱitsȱrecognizedȱ
duties,ȱwouldȱbeȱlessȱthanȱcompleteȱandȱcertainlyȱlessȱthanȱconfidentȱifȱ
anȱexternalȱbodyȱhadȱremovalȱauthority.ȱ ȱ ȱ
V.ȱȱȱȱȱȱEffectiveȱandȱWorkingȱProcessesȱAreȱinȱPlaceȱ

ForȱBoardȱMemberȱRemovalȱforȱCause;ȱForȱGeneralȱSynodȱtoȱCommuȬ
nicateȱConcernsȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱPursuantȱtoȱArticleȱVIIȱofȱtheȱnewlyȱrevisedȱBylaws,ȱBoardȱmemȬ
bersȱandȱcorporateȱofficers,ȱacknowledgingȱtheirȱfiduciaryȱobligationsȱ
toȱtheȱInstitution,ȱmustȱexerciseȱtheȱutmostȱgoodȱfaithȱinȱallȱtransacȬ
tionsȱandȱmattersȱconcerningȱtheȱInstitution,ȱrefrainȱfromȱconflictsȱ
betweenȱtheȱinterestsȱofȱtheȱInstitutionȱandȱtheirȱown,ȱandȱrefuseȱsubȬ
missionȱtoȱundueȱinfluenceȱfromȱanyȱexternalȱsourceȱsoȱthatȱtheȱintegȬ
rityȱofȱtheȱInstitutionȱcanȱbeȱprotectedȱatȱallȱtimes.22ȱȱAȱnewȱandȱdeȬ
tailedȱBylawȱprocessȱisȱinȱplaceȱasȱdescribedȱinȱArticleȱVIIȱregardingȱ
howȱtheȱBoardȱshallȱdealȱwithȱanyȱBoardȱmember’sȱfailureȱinȱtheseȱ
regardsȱandȱinȱArticleȱIIȱregardingȱtheȱpowerȱofȱremovalȱandȱtheȱproȬ
tectionȱofȱdueȱprocessȱrightsȱofȱanyȱBoardȱmemberȱagainstȱwhomȱreȬ
movalȱchargesȱareȱbrought.ȱȱTheseȱBylawȱprovisionsȱareȱappropriateȱ
andȱsufficientȱforȱdealingȱwithȱallȱrealȱandȱperceivedȱfiduciaryȱfailuresȱ
onȱtheȱpartȱofȱanyȱBoardȱmember.ȱȱFurther,ȱtheseȱrequirementsȱandȱ
processesȱshouldȱgiveȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱgreatȱassuranceȱthatȱtheȱ
Board’sȱselfȬgovernanceȱworksȱandȱthatȱanyȱsuchȱsituationsȱproperlyȱȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ__________________ȱ
21“ReportȱofȱtheȱSpecialȱCommitteeȱonȱChristianȱHigherȱEducation,”ȱMinutesȱofȱtheȱGeneralȱ
Synod,ȱJuneȱ5Ȭ8,ȱ1978,ȱ622.ȱ
22IntegrityȱisȱalsoȱaȱSACSȱaccreditationȱComprehensiveȱStandard,ȱfoundȱatȱC.S.ȱ1.1,ȱwhichȱ
states,ȱ“TheȱInstitutionȱshallȱoperateȱwithȱintegrityȱatȱallȱtimes.”ȱ
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broughtȱtoȱtheȱBoard’sȱattentionȱwillȱbeȱthoroughlyȱandȱappropriatelyȱ
investigatedȱandȱresolved.23ȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱTheȱinabilityȱofȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱtoȱremoveȱErskine’sȱBoardȱ
membersȱdoesȱnotȱmeanȱthatȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱcannotȱbringȱmattersȱ
ofȱconcernȱtoȱtheȱErskineȱBoardȱforȱresponse.ȱȱEffectiveȱandȱefficientȱ
communicationȱprocessesȱhaveȱbeenȱinȱplaceȱforȱmanyȱyearsȱandȱtheȱ
Boardȱreaffirmsȱitsȱcommitmentȱthereto,ȱevenȱwhileȱacknowledgingȱ
thatȱtheseȱprocessesȱmayȱnotȱhaveȱbeenȱutilizedȱtoȱtheirȱbestȱandȱhighȬ
estȱcapacityȱinȱtheȱpast.ȱȱTheȱ2011ȱReportȱonȱErskineȱpresentedȱatȱtheȱ
2011ȱGeneralȱSynodȱcontainsȱseveralȱexamplesȱofȱtheȱcommunicationsȱ
processesȱatȱworkȱinȱitsȱresponsesȱtoȱseveralȱmotionsȱandȱaȱmemorialȱ
fromȱtheȱ2010ȱGeneralȱSynod.ȱȱInȱoneȱparticular,ȱtheȱ2010ȱGeneralȱ
SynodȱapprovedȱaȱmemorialȱrequestingȱthatȱtheȱErskineȱBoardȱofȱ
TrusteesȱlookȱintoȱandȱreportȱonȱtheȱMEDCOMȱprogramȱatȱErskineȱ
Seminary.ȱȱAȱBoardȱcommitteeȱwasȱappointed,ȱconductedȱanȱinvestiȬ
gation,ȱandȱmadeȱrecommendationsȱtoȱtheȱfullȱBoard,ȱafterȱwhichȱaȱ
fullȱreportȱinȱresponseȱtoȱtheȱoriginalȱmemorialȱwasȱmadeȱatȱtheȱ2011ȱ
GeneralȱSynod.ȱȱIndeed,ȱthisȱveryȱResponseȱisȱanotherȱexampleȱofȱtheȱ
communicationȱprocessesȱbetweenȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱandȱtheȱBoardȱ
atȱwork.ȱ
ȱ TheȱcommunicationȱprocessesȱinȱplaceȱareȱappropriateȱtoȱandȱsuffiȬ
cientȱforȱtheȱ“dueȱinfluence”ȱaffordedȱbyȱtheȱhistoric,ȱunique,ȱmutuallyȱ
beneficialȱandȱpurposefulȱrelationshipȱbetweenȱtheȱARPCȱandȱErskine;ȱ
andȱtheȱBoardȱwelcomesȱotherȱappropriateȱmeansȱofȱcommunicationȱ
withȱtheȱGeneralȱSynod.ȱ

VI.ȱ ConcludingȱSummaryȱ
ȱ TheȱBoardȱofȱTrusteesȱofȱErskineȱCollegeȱandȱTheologicalȱ
SeminaryȱhumblyȱsubmitsȱthisȱResponseȱandȱasksȱandȱpraysȱthatȱthisȱ
Responseȱinȱnoȱwayȱbeȱreadȱorȱmisunderstoodȱtoȱreflectȱanythingȱ
otherȱthanȱourȱexpressionȱofȱtheȱgreatestȱappreciationȱandȱrespectȱtoȱȱ
__________________ȱ
23WithoutȱstatingȱanyȱviewȱorȱopinionȱregardingȱtheȱBoardȱMemberȱRemovalȱPolicyȱ
adoptedȱbyȱtheȱ2011ȱGeneralȱSynodȱasȱitȱappliesȱtoȱAgenciesȱandȱStandingȱCommitteesȱofȱ
theȱARPC,ȱwhichȱErskineȱisȱneitherȱ(seeȱInstitution’sȱ1850ȱcharter;ȱrevisionsȱandȱrestateȬ
mentsȱsince;ȱalso,ȱtheȱ“ReportȱofȱtheȱSpecialȱCommitteeȱonȱChristianȱHigherȱEducation,”ȱ
adoptedȱatȱtheȱ1978ȱGeneralȱSynodȱmeeting),ȱtheȱBoardȱnotesȱthatȱasȱappliedȱtoȱErskine,ȱ
theȱpolicyȱwouldȱleaveȱopenȱsignificantȱquestionsȱregardingȱtheȱbasesȱforȱremovalȱ“forȱ
cause”ȱandȱwouldȱgrantȱanȱappealȱonlyȱtoȱtheȱEcclesiasticalȱCommissionȱonȱJudiciaryȱ
Affairs,ȱaȱnineȬmemberȱgroupȱwhichȱisȱnotȱtheȱappointingȱbodyȱandȱhasȱnoȱsingularȱfiduȬ
ciaryȱobligationȱtoȱErskine.ȱȱToȱbeȱclear,ȱhowever,ȱitȱisȱonȱtheȱbasisȱofȱtheȱmuchȱbroaderȱ
concernsȱexpressedȱinȱthisȱResponse,ȱandȱnotȱtheseȱparticularȱissuesȱaboutȱtheȱBoardȱMemȬ
berȱRemovalȱPolicy,ȱthatȱtheȱBoardȱrespondsȱherein.ȱ
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theȱGeneralȱSynod.ȱȱTheȱBoardȱbelievesȱthatȱlegitimateȱconcernsȱfromȱȱ
theȱARPCȱaboutȱtheȱInstitution,ȱitsȱmission,ȱorȱitsȱBoardȱmembers,ȱ
shouldȱcontinueȱtoȱbeȱpresentedȱtoȱtheȱBoardȱthroughȱappropriateȱ
channelsȱtoȱbeȱdealtȱwithȱbyȱtheȱBoardȱthroughȱtheȱprocessesȱestabȬ
lishedȱbyȱtheȱBylawsȱandȱCharter.24ȱ
ȱ

__________________ȱ

24AspectsȱofȱtheȱCharterȱamendmentȱrequestedȱinȱtheȱ2011ȱGeneralȱSynodȱpassedȱmotionȱ
regardingȱaffirmationsȱtoȱbeȱmadeȱbyȱBoardȱmembers,ȱfaculty,ȱandȱadministratorsȱareȱ
moreȱappropriatelyȱaddressedȱinȱtheȱBylaws,ȱBoardȱpolicies,ȱand/orȱemployeeȱhandbooks;ȱ
likewise,ȱaspectsȱofȱtheȱrequestedȱCharterȱamendmentȱregardingȱtheȱGeneralȱSynod’sȱ
aspirationsȱshouldȱcontinueȱtoȱbeȱaddressedȱinȱGeneralȱSynodȱdocumentsȱratherȱthanȱtheȱ
Institution’sȱCharter.ȱ

ȱ
DearȱFathersȱandȱBrethren,ȱ
AttachedȱisȱaȱsupplementalȱreportȱfromȱtheȱBoardȱofȱErskineȱCollegeȱ

andȱTheologicalȱSeminary.ȱȱTheȱannualȱreportȱcontainedȱinȱyourȱsynodȱ
packetȱwasȱpreparedȱfollowingȱtheȱBoard’sȱFebruaryȱmeetingȱinȱorderȱ
toȱmeetȱtheȱdeadlineȱforȱsubmittingȱreportsȱtoȱGeneralȱSynodȱforȱincluȬ
sionȱinȱtheȱpacket.ȱȱSinceȱthatȱtimeȱthereȱhaveȱbeenȱseveralȱimportantȱ
developmentsȱandȱtheȱBoardȱhasȱhadȱanotherȱmeeting.ȱȱȱ
AtȱitsȱmeetingȱonȱMayȱ17Ȭ18,ȱtheȱboardȱapprovedȱaȱbudgetȱforȱ2012Ȭ

2013.ȱȱItȱisȱincludedȱhere.ȱȱ
InȱMarch,ȱErskineȱreceivedȱvisitsȱfromȱSACSȱandȱATSȱforȱourȱtenȱ

yearȱreaffirmationȱofȱaccreditation.ȱȱPreliminaryȱreportsȱfromȱtheseȱ
agenciesȱhaveȱbeenȱreceivedȱandȱcontainȱinformationȱwhichȱisȱparticuȬ
larlyȱimportantȱonȱtheȱrelationshipȱbetweenȱErskineȱandȱtheȱGeneralȱ
Synod.ȱȱWhileȱtheȱnotationsȱagainstȱErskineȱissuedȱinȱ2010ȱhaveȱbeenȱ
removedȱbyȱbothȱofȱtheseȱagencies,ȱtheȱvisitationsȱrevealedȱthatȱtheȱ
governanceȱofȱErskineȱisȱstillȱbeingȱcloselyȱmonitoredȱbyȱbothȱSACSȱ
andȱATS.ȱ
Also,ȱaȱ“minorityȱreport”ȱfromȱseveralȱErskineȱBoardȱmembersȱwasȱ

includedȱinȱtheȱsynodȱpacket.ȱȱWeȱrealizeȱthisȱmayȱbeȱconfusing,ȱbutȱ
weȱwereȱunawareȱofȱitsȱexistenceȱorȱinclusionȱinȱyourȱsynodȱpacketȱ
untilȱafterȱtheȱfact.ȱȱHowever,ȱthisȱreportȱcontainsȱnewȱinformationȱ
thatȱwasȱnotȱpresentedȱorȱconsideredȱbyȱtheȱBoardȱatȱitsȱFebruaryȱ
meeting.ȱȱDiscussionȱofȱthisȱinformationȱatȱtheȱmeetingȱinȱMay,ȱtoȬ
getherȱwithȱtheȱpreliminaryȱreportsȱreceivedȱfromȱSACSȱandȱATS,ȱhasȱ
convincedȱtheȱBoardȱthatȱanotherȱyear’sȱstudyȱandȱinvestigationȱofȱtheȱ
issuesȱconcerningȱtheȱschool’sȱcharterȱandȱitsȱrelationshipȱtoȱtheȱGenȬ
eralȱSynodȱisȱneededȱbeforeȱtheȱboardȱcanȱrespondȱtoȱtheȱrequestȱofȱ
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GeneralȱSynodȱonȱchangingȱtheȱcharter.ȱȱTherefore,ȱtheȱspecificȱrequestȱ
ofȱthisȱSupplementalȱReportȱfromȱtheȱErskineȱBoardȱofȱTrusteesȱisȱtoȱ
allowȱusȱanotherȱyearȱtoȱprocessȱnewȱinformationȱandȱcommunicateȱ
furtherȱtoȱSynodȱonȱcomplexȱissuesȱbeforeȱitsȱ2013ȱSynodȱmeeting.ȱ
Weȱlookȱforwardȱtoȱtheȱopportunitiesȱweȱwillȱhaveȱduringȱthisȱ

year’sȱGeneralȱSynodȱtoȱcommunicateȱmoreȱonȱtheseȱmattersȱasȱwellȱasȱ
updatingȱyouȱonȱtheȱprogressȱthatȱisȱbeingȱmadeȱandȱhowȱtheȱLordȱisȱ
atȱworkȱatȱErskineȱCollegeȱandȱTheologicalȱSeminary.ȱ
ȱ
InȱChrist,ȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱ
JoeȱPatrickȱ
Chair,ȱErskineȱBoardȱofȱTrusteesȱ
ȱ
___________________________________ȱ
ȱ
To:ȱAllȱDelegatesȱtoȱtheȱ2012ȱAnnualȱMeetingȱofȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱofȱ
theȱAssociateȱReformedȱPresbyterianȱChurchȱ
ȱ
From:ȱTheȱErskineȱCollegeȱandȱTheologicalȱSeminaryȱBoardȱofȱTrusȬ
teesȱ
ȱ
DearȱDelegates:ȱ
Itȱisȱwithȱtheȱhopeȱofȱmutualȱunderstanding,ȱdeference,ȱrespect,ȱandȱ

aȱspiritȱofȱChristianȱcharityȱbetweenȱtheȱBoardȱofȱTrusteesȱandȱtheȱ
GeneralȱSynod,ȱwithȱbothȱbodiesȱseekingȱprayerfullyȱtoȱfunctionȱ
wiselyȱandȱwellȱwithinȱtheȱblessingȱofȱGod,ȱwhoseȱweȱareȱandȱwhomȱ
weȱserve,ȱthatȱweȱwriteȱregardingȱtheȱpreviouslyȱsubmitted,ȱ
“ResponseȱofȱtheȱErskineȱCollegeȱandȱTheologicalȱSeminaryȱBoardȱofȱ
Trusteesȱtoȱtheȱ2011ȱGeneralȱSynod’sȱRequests”ȱ(“Board’sȱResponse”)ȱ
andȱtheȱ“MinorityȱReportȱofȱErskineȱTrusteesȱRegardingȱtheȱErskineȱ
Board’sȱResponseȱtoȱtheȱGeneralȱSynod”.ȱ
TheȱmissionȱandȱvisionȱofȱChristianȱhigherȱeducationȱisȱaȱgrandȱoneȱ

andȱsignificantȱpursuitsȱdemandȱremarkableȱeffortȱ–ȱaȱhighȱcalling.ȱȱ
WeȱtheȱTrustees,ȱwhomȱyouȱhaveȱappointed,ȱtrulyȱlongȱforȱanȱErskineȱ
educationȱthatȱwillȱfortifyȱtheȱspiritualȱfoundationsȱofȱourȱgraduatesȱsoȱ
thatȱtheȱwholeȱpersonȱcanȱflourishȱandȱtheȱbrightȱlightȱofȱtheȱGospelȱ
shineȱforth.ȱȱItȱisȱthroughȱthisȱcommunicationȱthatȱwe,ȱtheȱTrustees,ȱ
laborȱtoȱmodelȱaȱGospelȬcenteredȱlifeȱonȱbehalfȱofȱtheȱinstitutionȱweȱallȱ
loveȱandȱcherish.ȱ
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Byȱwayȱofȱbackground,ȱinȱorderȱtoȱenableȱtheȱBoardȱtoȱtimelyȱcomȬ
plyȱwithȱtheȱ2011ȱGeneralȱSynod’sȱrequest,ȱtheȱBoard’sȱResponseȱwasȱ
completedȱbyȱtheȱAdȱHocȱCommitteeȱonȱFebruaryȱ13,ȱ2012,ȱandȱwasȱ
adoptedȱbyȱtheȱBoardȱonȱFebruaryȱ16,ȱ2012.ȱȱInȱtheȱ“minorityȱreport”ȱ
thatȱwasȱrecentlyȱsubmittedȱdirectlyȱtoȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱbutȱwasȱnotȱ
availableȱtoȱtheȱAdȱHocȱCommitteeȱorȱtoȱtheȱBoardȱasȱpartȱofȱtheȱdelibȬ
erationsȱ(andȱisȱnotȱaȱminorityȱreportȱofȱthisȱBoard),ȱthereȱisȱapparȬ
entlyȱadditionalȱinformationȱwhichȱmayȱbeȱrelevantȱtoȱtheȱBoard’sȱ
Response.ȱHadȱitȱbeenȱpresentedȱtoȱtheȱAdȱHocȱCommittee,ȱthereȱmayȱ
haveȱbeenȱtimeȱtoȱsubmitȱaȱreportȱtakingȱsuchȱinformationȱintoȱconsidȬ
erationȱforȱtheȱ2012ȱGeneralȱSynod.ȱ
Oneȱadditionalȱcompoundingȱbackgroundȱfactȱisȱthatȱafterȱbothȱtheȱ

Board’sȱResponseȱandȱtheȱsubmissionȱofȱtheȱ“minorityȱreport”,ȱtheȱ
relevantȱsectionȱofȱtheȱreportȱofȱtheȱSouthernȱAssociationȱofȱCollegesȱ
andȱSchoolsȱCommissionȱonȱCollegesȱ(“SACSCOC”)ȱOnȬSiteȱReafȬ
firmationȱCommitteeȱbecameȱavailableȱtoȱtheȱBoardȱandȱhasȱalsoȱbeenȱ
submittedȱtoȱtheȱSACSȱCommissionȱonȱCollegesȱforȱtheȱfinalȱdetermiȬ
nationȱofȱreaffirmationȱofȱaccreditation.ȱȱAȱcopyȱofȱtheȱsectionȱofȱtheȱ
SACSCOCȱReportȱrelevantȱtoȱtheȱBoard’sȱplanȱofȱactionȱandȱtheȱreȬ
questȱinȱthisȱletterȱisȱattachedȱhereto.ȱȱAȱcopyȱofȱtheȱrelevantȱsectionȱofȱ
theȱAssociationȱofȱTheologicalȱSchoolsȱ(“ATS”)ȱwrittenȱreportȱisȱalsoȱ
included.ȱȱȱ
Afterȱcarefulȱconsiderationȱandȱdeliberation,ȱtakingȱseriouslyȱourȱ

collectiveȱresponsibility,ȱtheȱBoardȱwishesȱtoȱinformȱtheȱ2012ȱGeneralȱ
SynodȱofȱitsȱplanȱandȱalsoȱtoȱmakeȱanȱimportantȱrequestȱofȱtheȱGeneralȱ
Synod.ȱ
TheȱBoardȱbelievesȱitȱshouldȱandȱthereforeȱintendsȱtoȱconductȱaȱ

thoroughȱreviewȱofȱtheȱinformationȱcontainedȱinȱtheȱ“minorityȱreport”ȱ
toȱdetermineȱwhetherȱtheȱBoard’sȱResponseȱshouldȱbeȱaltered,ȱ
amended,ȱorȱreplaced.ȱȱInȱorderȱtoȱaccomplishȱthis,ȱtheȱcurrentȱBoardȱ
Chairman,ȱJoeȱPatrick,ȱwillȱappointȱaȱnewȱAdȱHocȱCommittee,ȱthatȱ
willȱconsistȱofȱboardȱmembersȱwhoȱwereȱbothȱsignersȱandȱwereȱnotȱ
signersȱofȱtheȱminorityȱreport.ȱȱNeitherȱDavidȱConnerȱnorȱSteveȱSuitsȱ
willȱserveȱasȱvotingȱmembersȱonȱtheȱAdȱHocȱCommitteeȱbutȱshouldȱ
bothȱserveȱasȱadvisors.ȱȱȱ
ThisȱnewȱAdȱHocȱCommitteeȱwillȱbeȱchargedȱwithȱreviewingȱandȱ

investigatingȱtheȱinformationȱcontainedȱinȱtheȱ“minorityȱreport”ȱalongȱ
withȱanyȱadditionalȱinformationȱthatȱanyȱmemberȱofȱtheȱBoardȱwishesȱ
toȱsubmit.ȱȱTheȱnewȱAdȱHocȱCommitteeȱwillȱcompleteȱitsȱreviewȱinȱ
timeȱtoȱmakeȱaȱreportȱandȱrecommendationȱtoȱtheȱfullȱBoardȱbyȱitsȱ
Mayȱ2013ȱmeetingȱwithȱreceptionȱofȱtheȱproposedȱreportȱatȱleastȱtwoȱ
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weeksȱinȱadvance,ȱsoȱthatȱtheȱBoard’sȱResponseȱcanȱbeȱmadeȱtoȱtheȱ
GeneralȱSynodȱpriorȱtoȱitsȱ2013ȱmeeting.ȱȱȱ
WeȱbelieveȱthatȱaȱreviewȱandȱinvestigationȱofȱtheȱadditionalȱinforȬ

mationȱdescribedȱaboveȱisȱaȱBoardȱobligationȱandȱresponsibilityȱthatȱ
needsȱtoȱbeȱundertakenȱwithȱcarefulȱconsiderationȱandȱwithoutȱdisȬ
traction.ȱȱTherefore,ȱduringȱtheȱBoard’sȱ2012Ȭ2013ȱreviewȱperiod,ȱtheȱ
BoardȱrespectfullyȱrequestsȱthatȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱtakeȱnoȱactionȱwithȱ
respectȱtoȱthisȱmatterȱbutȱinsteadȱgiveȱtheȱBoardȱtheȱchanceȱtoȱcomȬ
pleteȱitsȱworkȱandȱprovideȱaȱresponse.ȱȱThisȱrequestȱisȱalsoȱbasedȱonȱ
theȱBoard’sȱstrongȱbeliefȱthatȱthisȱapproachȱwouldȱbeȱinȱErskine’sȱbestȱ
interestsȱwithȱrespectȱtoȱaccreditation,ȱdevelopment,ȱandȱrecruitmentȱ
duringȱthisȱnextȱyear.ȱ
TheȱBoardȱwouldȱlikeȱtoȱonceȱagainȱacknowledgeȱandȱclearlyȱandȱ

unequivocallyȱcommunicateȱtoȱtheȱGeneralȱSynod:ȱȱ1)ȱthatȱErskineȇsȱ
historicȱandȱcontinuedȱexistenceȱasȱaȱChristianȱinstitutionȱhasȱbeen,ȱinȱ
largeȱpart,ȱbecauseȱofȱandȱthroughȱtheȱworkȱofȱtheȱAssociateȱReformedȱ
PresbyterianȱChurch;ȱ2)ȱthatȱtheȱBoardȱdoesȱnotȱdesireȱtoȱseparateȱitȬ
selfȱfromȱtheȱARPC;ȱ3)ȱthatȱweȱdeeplyȱappreciateȱandȱareȱthankfulȱforȱ
theȱARPC;ȱandȱ4)ȱthatȱweȱpledgeȱtoȱcontinueȱourȱsteadfastȱcommitȬ
mentȱtoȱtheȱfulfillmentȱofȱtheȱInstitutionalȱmission.ȱȱ
ȱ
Attachmentȱ1ȱ–ȱexcerptedȱfromȱtheȱSACSCOCȱReportȱofȱtheȱReaffirmaȬ
tionȱCommitteeȱ
ȱ ȱ ȱȱȱDatedȱAprilȱ12,ȱ2012ȱ
3.2.4ȱ ȱȱȱȱȱTheȱgoverningȱboardȱisȱfreeȱfromȱundueȱinfluenceȱfromȱ

political,ȱ religious,ȱ orȱ otherȱ externalȱ bodiesȱ andȱprotectsȱ
theȱinstitutionȱfromȱsuchȱinfluence.ȱ(ExternalȱInfluence)ȱ

ȱ ȱȱȱȱȱInȱ Julyȱ ofȱ 2010,ȱ theȱ SACSȱ Commissionȱ onȱ Collegesȱ
placedȱErskineȱCollegeȱonȱwarningȱforȱtwelveȱmonthsȱ“forȱ
failureȱ toȱ comply”ȱwithȱ Comprehensiveȱ Standardȱ 3.2.4.ȱ
Erskine’sȱBoardȱofȱTrusteesȱtookȱstepsȱtoȱaddressȱtheȱconȬ
cerns.ȱTheȱBoardȱrevisedȱitsȱbylawsȱtoȱincludeȱaȱnewȱArtiȬ
cleȱ (ArticleȱVII)ȱ thatȱmakesȱ explicitȱ aȱ conflictȬofȬinterestȱ
policyȱ includingȱ aȱ sectionȱ onȱ “undueȱ influence”ȱ alongȱ
withȱproceduresȱ toȱaddressȱperceivedȱorȱactualȱ cases.ȱ Inȱ
Mayȱ 2011,ȱ theȱ Boardȱ ofȱ Trusteesȱ votedȱ toȱ approveȱ theȱ
revisedȱBylawsȱinȱtotoȱandȱwithoutȱamendment.ȱTheȱGenȬ
eralȱ Synodȱ ofȱ theȱ ARPȱ Churchȱ wasȱ informedȱ ofȱ theseȱ
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changesȱinȱJuneȱofȱ2011,ȱandȱatȱtheȱendȱofȱthatȱmonthȱtheȱ
Commissionȱvotedȱtoȱremoveȱtheȱwarning.ȱ

ȱ ȱȱȱȱȱAlthoughȱthereȱareȱnoȱcurrentȱsanctionsȱregardingȱunȬ
dueȱ influence,ȱcontinuedȱeffortsȱbyȱ theȱGeneralȱSynodȱofȱ
theȱARPȱChurchȱappearȱtoȱpersist.ȱTheȱJune,ȱ2011ȱGeneralȱ
SynodȱofȱtheȱAssociatedȱReformedȱChurchȱrequestedȱthatȱ
theȱBoardȱofȱTrusteesȱconsiderȱandȱrespondȱ toȱaȱnewȱreȬ
questȱtoȱamendȱtheȱCollege’sȱCharterȱandȱBylawsȱtoȱgrantȱ
theȱ authorityȱ toȱ Synodȱ allowingȱ itȱ toȱ removeȱ Trusteesȱ
fromȱ theȱ ErskineȱCollegeȱ Boardȱ ofȱ Trusteesȱ (minutesȱ ofȱ
theȱJune,ȱ2011ȱGeneralȱSynodȱofȱtheȱAssociatedȱReformedȱ
Church).ȱ

ȱ ȱȱȱȱȱInȱthatȱproposalȱitȱwasȱrequestedȱthatȱtheȱCharterȱgrantȱ
authorityȱtoȱtheȱSynodȱtoȱ“removeȱtrusteesȱforȱcauseȱbyȱaȱ
processȱsetȱforthȱ inȱtheȱgoverningȱdocumentsȱofȱtheȱARPȱ
Church…andȱ toȱ requireȱallȱErskineȱBoardȱmembers,ȱ facȬ
ultyȱ andȱ administration…giveȱ affirmationȱ thatȱ theȱ PhiȬ
losophyȱ ofȱChristianȱHigherȱ Educationȱ andȱ theȱ Synod’sȱ
DefinitionȱofȱEvangelicalȱareȱinȱaccordanceȱwithȱtheirȱownȱ
viewsȱandȱcommitments.ȱInȱitsȱoversightȱofȱtheȱinstitutionȱ
throughȱ theȱ Boardȱ ofȱ trustees,ȱ theȱ Synodȱ shallȱ seek…”ȱ
Sinceȱ theȱSynodȱ isȱanȱoutsideȱreligiousȱbodyȱ thisȱ levelȱofȱ
attemptȱ atȱ controlȱ andȱ influenceȱmayȱ beȱ consideredȱunȬ
dueȱinfluence.ȱȱ

ȱ ȱȱȱȱȱTheȱErskineȱCollegeȱBoardȱofȱTrustees,ȱ inȱaȱdocumentȱ
entitled,ȱ“Responseȱofȱ theȱErskineȱCollegeȱandȱTheologiȬ
calȱ Seminaryȱ Boardȱ ofȱ Trusteesȱ toȱ theȱ 2011ȱ Generalȱ
Synod’sȱRequests,”ȱ offerȱ reasonedȱ andȱ specificȱ evidenceȱ
asȱ toȱwhyȱ theȱBoardȱ ofȱTrusteesȱ cannotȱ accedeȱ toȱ theseȱ
requests.ȱTheȱARPȱSynodȱmeetsȱinȱtheȱsummerȱsoȱtheȱColȬ
legeȱ hasȱ receivedȱ noȱ officialȱ response.ȱ Sinceȱ theȱ Synodȱ
electsȱtheȱBoardȱofȱTrusteesȱandȱseeksȱtoȱoverseeȱ“theȱinȬ
stitutionȱthroughȱitȱBoardȱofȱTrustees,”ȱsignificantȱconcernȱ
isȱgeneratedȱbyȱtheȱongoingȱactionsȱofȱtheȱSynod.ȱ

ȱ
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ȱ ȱȱȱȱȱȱAdditionally,ȱasȱreportedȱ inȱtheȱsameȱminutesȱofȱtheȱ
GeneralȱSynodȱmeetingȱbutȱ inȱanotherȱ itemȱofȱbusiness,ȱ
theȱSynodȱsingledȱoutȱandȱpraisedȱ6ȱfacultyȱmembersȱforȱ
theirȱ“publicȱsupportȱforȱARPȱGeneralȱSynod’sȱdefinitionȱ
ofȱanȱevangelicalȱChristian…whereasȱweȱliveȱinȱtimesȱinȱ
whichȱ theȱ callȱ toȱ orthodoxyȱ inȱ doctrine…withȱ estabȬ
lishedȱdenominationalȱandȱ institutionalȱcommitments…

doȱherebyȱheartilyȱcommendȱ theseȱ facultyȱmembersȱ forȱ
theirȱ faithfulȱ supportȱ ofȱ theȱ doctrinalȱ standardsȱ ofȱ theȱ
ARPȱChurchȱandȱforȱencouragingȱtheȱadministrationȱandȱ
boardȱ ofȱ Erskineȱ Collegeȱ andȱ Theologicalȱ Seminaryȱ inȱ
theirȱeffortsȱtoȱupholdȱthoseȱsameȱhighȱstandards.”ȱ
ȱ ȱȱȱȱȱȱTheȱOnȬSiteȱ ReaffirmationȱCommitteeȱ believesȱ that,ȱ
basedȱonȱtheȱpatternȱofȱonȬgoingȱandȱpreviousȱactivitiesȱ
ofȱtheȱARPȱSynodȱandȱtheȱcurrentȱeffortsȱofȱtheȱSynodȱtoȱ
influenceȱ facultyȱmembersȱ inȱ aȱ specificȱmannerȱ inȱ theȱ
internalȱ affairsȱ andȱ governanceȱ ofȱ theȱ College,ȱ undueȱ
externalȱ influenceȱ isȱbeingȱexerted.ȱMoreover,ȱbasedȱonȱ
theȱ church’sȱ effortsȱ (1)ȱ toȱ influenceȱ theȱ trusteesȱ byȱ obȬ
tainingȱtheȱpowerȱtoȱremoveȱtrustees,ȱandȱ(2)ȱtoȱestablishȱ
adherenceȱ toȱ expandedȱ creedalȱpositionsȱbyȱ employeesȱ
andȱ trustees,ȱ theȱ Committeeȱ believesȱ thatȱ theȱ Synod’sȱ
actionȱ isȱ anȱ exerciseȱ ofȱ undueȱ influence.ȱ Toȱ singleȱ outȱ
andȱ rewardȱ compliantȱ facultyȱplacesȱpressureȱ onȱ otherȱ
facultyȱmembersȱtoȱfallȱintoȱlineȱwithȱtheȱpreferredȱposiȬ
tionȱofȱtheȱchurch.ȱ
ȱ Recommendationȱ 4.ȱ Theȱ Committeeȱ recommendsȱ thatȱ
theȱ institutionȱ provideȱ evidenceȱ thatȱ theȱ governingȱ
boardȱ isȱ freeȱ fromȱ undueȱ influenceȱ fromȱ political,ȱ reliȬ
gious,ȱorȱotherȱexternalȱbodiesȱandȱprotectsȱ theȱ instituȬ
tionȱfromȱsuchȱinfluence.ȱ

ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
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Attachmentȱ2ȱ–ȱexcerptedȱfromȱtheȱATSȱExitȱReportȱRecommendationsȱ
ȱ ȱ ȱȱȱDatedȱMarchȱ2012ȱ
ȱ
5.ȱToȱ takeȱactionsȱ regardingȱ theȱ followingȱareasȱofȱneededȱ improveȬ
ment:ȱ
ȱ a.ȱToȱrequireȱaȱreportȱbyȱSeptemberȱ1,ȱ2012,ȱregarding:ȱ

2.ȱAnȱupdateȱonȱtheȱresponseȱofȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱofȱtheȱARPCȱ
regardingȱtheȱȱȱchangeȱinȱtheȱbylawsȱofȱtheȱinstitutionȱandȱtheȱ
requestȱ toȱ changeȱ theȱ charterȱ (ATSȱCommissionȱ Standardȱ 8,ȱ
sectionȱ8.1.2.3).ȱ

_______________________ȱ
ȱ
ȱ[Administrator’sȱNote:ȱforȱyourȱreferenceȱtheȱfollowingȱisȱexcerptedȱfromȱ
ATSȱGeneralȱInstitutionalȱStandards,ȱeffectiveȱbeginningȱtheȱ2011Ȭ2012ȱ
Academicȱyear]ȱ

8.1.2.3ȱ ȱ ȱ Schoolsȱwithȱ authorityȱ limitedȱ byȱ theirȱ
ecclesiasticalȱ relationshipsȱ shallȱdevelop,ȱ inȱdiaȬ
logueȱwithȱtheirȱsponsoringȱchurchȱbodies,ȱaȱforȬ
malȱstatementȱconcerningȱtheȱoperativeȱstructureȱ
ofȱgovernanceȱ forȱ theȱ institution.ȱThisȱ statementȱ
mustȱmakeȱ clearȱwhereȱ theȱ authorityȱ forȱmainȬ
tainingȱ theȱ integrityȱ andȱ vitalityȱ ofȱ theȱ schoolȱ
residesȱandȱhowȱthatȱauthorityȱisȱtoȱbeȱexercisedȱ
inȱactualȱpractice.ȱInȱschoolsȱofȱthisȱtype,ȱtheȱauȬ
thorityȱ ofȱ theȱ governingȱ boardȱ shallȱ beȱ clearlyȱ
specifiedȱinȱappropriateȱecclesiasticalȱandȱinstituȬ
tionalȱdocuments.ȱ

ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
 

ȱ
ȱ
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ERSKINEȱCOLLEGEȱ&ȱSEMINARYȱ

TheȱChairmanȱofȱtheȱErskineȱBoard,ȱJoeȱPatrick;ȱPresidentȱ
ofȱErskineȱCollege,ȱDr.ȱDavidȱNorman;ȱandȱDavidȱConner,ȱtheȱ
incomingȱChairmanȱofȱtheȱBoardȱofȱTrustees,ȱaddressedȱtheȱ
Synod.ȱSynodȱthenȱviewedȱaȱvideoȱonȱErskineȱCollege.ȱ

TheȱmorningȱsessionȱclosedȱwithȱprayerȱandȱtheȱBlessingȱ
byȱWillȱHunter.ȱ

 
THURSDAY, JUNE 7, 2:00 P.M. 

 
KenȱMcMullenȱpresentedȱtheȱafternoonȱdevotional.ȱȱȱ
TheȱModeratorȱopenedȱtheȱfloorȱforȱnominationsȱforȱtheȱ

officeȱofȱViceȱModeratorȱofȱtheȱGeneralȱSynod.ȱ
ModeratorȬElectȱKingswoodȱnominatedȱJohnȱCalvinȱGrier,ȱ

whoȱthenȱwasȱelectedȱbyȱacclamation.ȱȱ
TheȱReportȱofȱtheȱCommitteeȱonȱNominationsȱwasȱpreȬ

sented.ȱ

APPROVED APPROVED APPROVED
2010-2011 2011-2012 2012-2013
BUDGET BUDGET BUDGET

REVENUE AND OTHER ADDITIONS
Tuition, fees, room, and board 20,578,840$       22,009,870$      $      23.462,285
Less:  Scholarships and Financial Aid 9,113,791$         9,995,871$        11,167,700$      
Net Tuition, fees, room, and board 11,465,049$       12,013,999$      12,294,585$      

Endowment income (includes Chester dividend) 3,340,511$         3,445,511$        3,406,381$        
Annual Fund 1,550,000$         1,500,000$        1,300,000$        
Sales-Bookstore 425,000$            333,000$           346,000$           
Other income 341,122$            337,000$           341,000$           
Other fundraising sources (as needed) 303,336$            -$                   -$                   

17,425,018$       17,629,510$      17,687,966$      

EXPENSES AND OTHER DEDUCTIONS
Salaries and benefits 9,954,522$         9,827,553$        9,427,126$        
Operating expenses - (instructional & institutional) 6,158,398$         6,542,890$        6,958,304$        
Bookstore 323,000$            249,750$           276,800$           
Debt service 989,098$            1,009,318$        1,010,737$        
General Contingency -$                    -$                   100,000$           
Annual Fund Contingency* -$                     -$                   100,000$           

17,425,018$       17,629,510$      17,872,966$      

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS -$                    -$                   (185,000)$          
Quasi-endowment transfer -$                    -$                   185,000$           

ESTIMATED CASH DEFICIT -$                    -$                   -$                   



556ȱ MINUTESȱOFȱSYNODȱ ȱ

 

REPORTȱOFȱTHEȱCOMMITTEEȱONȱNOMINATIONSȱ

TheȱCommitteeȱonȱNominationsȱmetȱonȱMonday,ȱFebruaryȱ7,ȱ
2012,ȱatȱ9:30ȱa.m.ȱatȱtheȱARPȱCenterȱinȱGreenville,ȱSCȱandȱagainȱbyȱ
teleconferenceȱonȱAprilȱ10,ȱ2012ȱatȱ9:00ȱa.m.ȱȱȱDuringȱtheseȱmeetingsȱ
severalȱitemsȱofȱbusinessȱrelatedȱtoȱtheȱCommitteeȱonȱNominationsȱ
wereȱaddressed.ȱȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱTheȱfollowingȱofficersȱwereȱelectedȱforȱtheȱCommitteeȱonȱNomȬ
inationsȱ2012Ȭ13.ȱ

HowardȱWheeler,ȱChairman,ȱ
PatrickȱMalphrus,ȱViceȱChairman,ȱ
KyleȱSims,ȱSecretaryȱ
ȱ

Theȱ2013ȱstatedȱmeetingȱofȱtheȱCommitteeȱonȱNominationsȱisȱ
scheduledȱforȱTuesday,ȱFebruaryȱ26,ȱ2013,ȱatȱtheȱARPȱCenter,ȱ
Greenville,ȱSC.ȱȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱTheȱdeadlineȱforȱsubmissionȱofȱnominationsȱforȱ2013ȱwillȱbeȱJanuȬ
aryȱ9,ȱ2013.ȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱTheȱCommitteeȱappointedȱPatrickȱMalphrus,ȱKyleȱE.ȱSims,ȱandȱ
HowardȱWheelerȱtoȱserveȱonȱtheȱSubȬCommitteeȱonȱErskineȱNominaȬ
tionsȱ(SCONE).ȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱTheȱCommitteeȱonȱNominations,ȱworkingȱonȱaȱconsensusȱbasis,ȱ
hasȱagreedȱonȱtheȱnominationsȱforȱserviceȱlistedȱbelow.ȱȱȱAtȱtheȱconcluȬ
sionȱofȱtheȱCommittee’sȱnominationsȱprocess,ȱaȱmotionȱtoȱapproveȱtheȱ
slateȱofȱnomineesȱpassed.ȱȱTheȱCommitteeȱpresentsȱtheȱfollowingȱ
nomineesȱforȱserviceȱonȱBoards,ȱCommittees,ȱtheȱEcclesiasticalȱComȬ
missionȱonȱJudiciaryȱAffairs,ȱandȱasȱofficersȱorȱrepresentativesȱofȱtheȱ
GeneralȱSynod.ȱTheȱtermsȱofȱserviceȱwillȱbeginȱJulyȱ1,ȱ2012,ȱandȱwillȱ
expireȱJuneȱ30ȱofȱtheȱyearȱindicated.ȱAllȱnomineesȱhaveȱindicatedȱaȱ
willingnessȱtoȱserveȱifȱelected.ȱȱTheȱcommitteeȱexpressesȱappreciationȱ
forȱthoseȱwhoȱwereȱnominatedȱandȱareȱwillingȱtoȱserve.ȱ
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ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱNomineesȱforȱ2012ȱ

Board/Committee/ȱ
Commission/ȱ ȱ ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱNameȱ ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱClassȱ

BoardȱofȱBenefitsȱ DeanȱMcDonaldȱ ȱ ȱ 2018ȱ

ȱ ȱ ȱ ThomasȱWatsonȱ ȱ ȱ 2018

ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ _____ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱ

Bonclarkenȱ ȱ JimȱKiddȱȱ ȱ ȱ 2014

ȱ ȱ ȱ CalvinȱDraffinȱȱ ȱ ȱ 2018ȱ
ȱ ȱ ȱ EliseȱHortonȱ ȱ ȱ 2018ȱ
ȱ ȱ ȱ MaxwellȱSmithȱ ȱ ȱ 2018

ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ _____ȱ

ChristianȱEdȱMinistriesȱ JaneȱFrazierȱ ȱ ȱ 2016ȱ
ȱ ȱ ȱ KimȱPayneȱ ȱ ȱ 2016ȱ
ȱ ȱ ȱ _______________ȱ (Can)ȱ ȱ 2016ȱ
ȱ ȱ ȱ AndrewȱShogerȱ (FL)ȱ ȱ 2016ȱ
ȱ ȱ ȱ _______________ȱȱ(P)ȱ ȱ 2016ȱ
ȱ ȱ ȱ IkeȱHughesȱȱ (V)ȱ ȱ 2016

ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ _____________ȱ

Erskineȱȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ
Dueȱtoȱtheȱrestructuringȱofȱtheȱboard,ȱthereȱareȱnoȱnominationsȱ
neededȱthisȱyearȱforȱErskineȱBoardȱofȱTrustees.ȱȱ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ _____ȱ

ExecutiveȱBoardȱȱ _______________ȱȱȱ(P)ȱ ȱ 2016ȱ
ȱ ȱ ȱ DanaȱCrowellȱ (ȱTenn/Aȱ)ȱ 2016ȱ
ȱ ȱ ȱ JerryȱClemmonsȱȱ (ȱVȱ)ȱ ȱ 2016ȱ
ȱ ȱ ȱ DarrellȱPeerȱȱ (ȱFLȱ)ȱ ȱ 2013

ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ _____ȱ

OutreachȱNorthȱAmericaȱ FrankȱHunt,ȱIIIȱȱ ȱ ȱ 2018ȱ
ȱ ȱ ȱ BobȱIllmanȱȱ (Tenn/A)ȱ 2018ȱ
ȱ ȱ ȱ DavidȱVanceȱ (V)ȱ ȱ 2016

ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ _____ȱ
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Board/Committee/ȱ
Commission/ȱ ȱ ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱNameȱ ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱClassȱ

Stewardshipȱ ȱ RonȱMcKnightȱȱ ȱ ȱ 2017ȱ
ȱ ȱ ȱ TeddyȱRayȱ ȱ ȱ 2016ȱ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ______________ȱ (Can)ȱ ȱ 2018ȱ
ȱ ȱ ȱ JimȱMcLurkinȱȱȱȱ (Cat)ȱ ȱ 2018ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ _____ȱ
Dunlapȱȱ ȱ MaryȱNeilȱCoblentzȱ(ARPWM)ȱ 2018ȱ
ȱ ȱ ȱ WilliamȱKiddȱ (Tenn/A)ȱ 2018ȱ
ȱ ȱ ȱ JerryȱHallmanȱ ȱ(First)ȱ ȱ 2018ȱ
ȱ ȱ ȱ _______________ȱȱȱ(Pacific)ȱȱ 2016

ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ____ȱ

ȱȱWorldȱWitnessȱ ȱ RodneyȱShandsȱ ȱ ȱ 2015ȱ
ȱ ȱ ȱ MichaelȱFosterȱ ȱ ȱ 2018ȱ
ȱ ȱ ȱ TimȱOsterlundȱȱ ȱ ȱ 2018

ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ____ȱ

EcclesiasticalȱCommȱ JamesȱWittkeȱ (Minister)ȱ 2016ȱ
ȱ ȱ ȱ LegrandȱPayneȱȱ (Elder)ȱ ȱ 2016ȱ
ȱ ȱ ȱ DavidȱSmithȱ (Elder)ȱ ȱ 2016

ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ____ȱ

InterȬChurchȱRelationsȱ LeeȱShelnuttȱ ȱ ȱ 2018ȱ
ȱ ȱ ȱ Dr.ȱC.K.ȱRheeȱ ȱ ȱ 2018

ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ____ȱ

Investmentȱ ȱ KennethȱRicheyȱ ȱ ȱ 2017

ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ____ȱ

LayȱMinistryȱ ȱ ________________ȱ(Man)ȱ ȱ 2013ȱ
ȱ ȱ ȱ DavidȱBarronȱ ȱ(Man)ȱȱ ȱ 2015ȱ
ȱ ȱ ȱ CarolineȱTaylorȱ ȱ(Woman)ȱȱ 2015

ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ____ȱ

Theological/Socialȱȱ CarlosȱConchaȱ ȱ ȱ 2016ȱ
ȱȱȱȱConcernsȱ ȱ ________________ȱ ȱ 2016ȱ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ________________ȱ ȱ 2013

ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ____ȱ
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Worshipȱ ȱ _________________ȱ(Musician)ȱ 2013ȱ
ȱ ȱ ȱ H.ȱVinceȱTreadwayȱ(Musician)ȱ 2016ȱ
ȱ ȱ ȱ PeterȱKemenyȱ ȱȱȱ(Minister)ȱ 2016ȱ
ȱ ȱ ȱ _________________ȱ(Minister)ȱ 2016

ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ____ȱ

ȱȱPrincipalȱClerkȱȱ ȱ RonȱBeardȱȱ ȱ ȱ 2016ȱ
ȱȱBillȱClerkȱȱ ȱ LelandȱBeaudrotȱ ȱ ȱ 2016ȱ
ȱȱTreasurerȱofȱSynodȱȱ Guyȱ“Chip”ȱSmith,ȱIIIȱ ȱ 2016ȱ
ȱȱArchivistȱ ȱ EdithȱBrawleyȱȱ ȱ ȱ 2016

ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ

TheȱCommitteeȱonȱNominationsȱhasȱagreedȱonȱtheȱfollowingȱrecomȬ
mendationsȱtoȱbeȱincludedȱinȱitsȱannualȱreportȱtoȱGeneralȱSynod.ȱ

Recommendations:ȱ
1.ȱThatȱthoseȱpersonsȱlistedȱinȱthisȱreportȱbeȱapprovedȱforȱserviceȱinȱȱȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱtheȱpositionsȱindicated.ȱȱȱ
2.ȱThatȱpresbyteriesȱappointȱrepresentativeȱtoȱtheȱSynodȱCommitteeȱonȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱNominationsȱforȱaȱsingleȱtermȱandȱthatȱtheyȱnotȱsucceedȱthemselves,ȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱwhereȱfeasible.ȱ
3.ȱThatȱeachȱpresbyteryȱbeȱremindedȱtoȱconsiderȱappointingȱanȱalterȬȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱnateȱrepresentativeȱtoȱSynod’sȱCommitteeȱonȱNominationsȱinȱtheȱȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱeventȱthatȱtheȱchairmanȱofȱaȱpresbyteryȱCommitteeȱonȱNominationsȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱisȱnotȱableȱtoȱattendȱSynod’sȱCommitteeȱmeeting.ȱ
4.ȱȱThatȱpresbyteriesȱconsiderȱmakingȱRecommendationsȱforȱServiceȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱduringȱtheirȱFallȱmeetings.ȱ
5.ȱȱThatȱSessionsȱconsiderȱmakingȱRecommendationsȱforȱServiceȱdurȬȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱingȱtheirȱNovemberȱandȱDecemberȱmeetings.ȱ
6.ȱȱThatȱthoseȱmakingȱRecommendationsȱforȱServiceȱtoȱtheȱCommitteeȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱ(byȱmailȱorȱonȬline)ȱrememberȱtheȱneedȱtoȱuseȱtheȱproperȱform,ȱandȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱtoȱprovideȱhelpfulȱinformationȱconcerningȱtheȱqualificationsȱforȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱeachȱpersonȱrecommended.ȱ
7.ȱȱȱThatȱtheȱCommitteeȱonȱNominationsȱestablishȱaȱstandingȱSubȬȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱcommitteeȱofȱtheȱCommitteeȱonȱNominationsȱforȱErskineȱ(SCONEȱ)ȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱandȱthatȱtheȱManualȱofȱAuthoritiesȱandȱDutiesȱbeȱmodifiedȱunderȱtheȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱsectionȱonȱtheȱCommitteeȱonȱNominationsȱasȱfollows:ȱ
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ȱ a.ȱUnderȱ“Organization”ȱthatȱtheȱfollowingȱlineȱbeȱaddedȱ
ȱ ȱ Subcommittees:ȱSubȬcommitteeȱonȱNominationsȱforȱȱ
ȱ ȱ Erskineȱ
ȱ b.ȱUnderȱ“Authority”ȱthatȱtheȱfollowingȱparagraphȱbeȱadded.ȱ

TheȱSubȬcommitteeȱonȱNominationsȱforȱErskineȱ
(SCONE)ȱwillȱconsistȱofȱthreeȱ(3)ȱmembersȱofȱtheȱComȬ
mitteeȱonȱNominationsȱselectedȱannuallyȱbyȱtheȱComȬ
mitteeȱatȱitsȱstatedȱmeeting.ȱTermsȱofȱserviceȱareȱforȱoneȱ
(1)ȱyearȱandȱwillȱbeginȱonȱJulyȱ1ȱandȱcontinueȱthroughȱ
Juneȱ30ȱofȱtheȱfollowingȱyear.ȱȱSubȬcommitteeȱmembersȱ
mayȱsucceedȱthemselves.ȱMidȬyearȱvacanciesȱwillȱbeȱ
appointedȱbyȱtheȱChairmanȱofȱtheȱCommitteeȱonȱNomiȬ
nations,ȱorȱtheȱViceȱChairmanȱifȱtheȱChairmanȱisȱunableȱ
orȱunwilling.ȱTheȱSubȬcommitteeȱwillȱselectȱitsȱownȱ
ChairmanȱandȱSecretary.ȱ

ȱ c.ȱUnderȱ“Duties”ȱthatȱtheȱfollowingȱitemȱbeȱadded.ȱ
8.ȱTheȱSubȬcommitteeȱonȱNominationsȱforȱErskineȱwillȱ
recommendȱtoȱtheȱCommitteeȱonȱNominationsȱaȱslateȱofȱ
nomineesȱforȱtheȱErskineȱBoardȱofȱTrusteesȱwhoȱmeetȱallȱ
existingȱrequirementsȱforȱserviceȱsetȱforthȱinȱtheȱManualȱ
ofȱAuthoritiesȱandȱDuties.ȱTheȱworkȱofȱtheȱSubȬcommitteeȱ
willȱbeȱguided,ȱbutȱnotȱbound,ȱbyȱtheȱTrusteeȱSelectionȱ
ProcessȱGuideȱmaintainedȱjointlyȱbyȱtheȱSubȬCommitteeȱ
ofȱNominationsȱforȱErskineȱandȱtheȱCommitteeȱonȱTrusȬ
teesȱofȱtheȱErskineȱBoard.ȱ(CopiesȱofȱtheȱTrusteeȱSelecȬ
tionȱProcessȱGuideȱareȱavailableȱfromȱtheȱARPȱCenter.)ȱ

8.ȱȱThatȱtheȱManualȱofȱAuthoritiesȱandȱDutiesȱbeȱmodifiedȱunderȱtheȱsecȬ
tionȱentitled,ȱBOARDȱOFȱTRUSTEESȱOFȱERSKINEȱCOLLEGE,ȱtoȱ
beȱconsistentȱwithȱtheȱnewlyȱapprovedȱBylawsȱofȱtheȱErskineȱ
BoardȱofȱTrusteesȱandȱtoȱamendȱSynod’sȱadditionalȱconstitutionalȱ
requirementȱtoȱread:ȱ

Atȱleastȱfiveȱ(5)ȱatȬlargeȱmembersȱshallȱbeȱAssociateȱReȬ
formedȱPresbyterianȱministersȱwithȱoneȱ(1)ȱappointedȱ
eachȱyear.ȱ(NOTE:ȱTheȱErskineȱBylawsȱdoȱnotȱincludeȱ
theȱrequirementȱthatȱfiveȱofȱtheȱmembersȱbeȱARPȱminisȬ
ters.ȱThisȱisȱaȱGeneralȱSynodȱrequirement.)ȱ

ȱ
9.ȱ ThatȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱauthorizeȱ$6,000ȱforȱcommitteeȱexpensesȱ

inȱ2013.ȱ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ Respectfullyȱsubmitted,ȱ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ KyleȱSims,ȱSecretaryȱ
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G.J.ȱGerardȱmadeȱaȱmotionȱthatȱRecommendationȱ#1ȱbeȱ
amendedȱasȱfollows:ȱ

1A)ȱThatȱthoseȱpersonsȱlistedȱinȱthisȱreportȱbeȱapprovedȱforȱ
serviceȱinȱtheȱpositionsȱindicated.ȱ

1B)ȱThatȱtheȱCommitteeȱonȱNominationsȱbeȱallowedȱtoȱconȬ
tinueȱtoȱseekȱcandidatesȱandȱmakeȱrecessȱnominationsȱ
ratherȱthanȱwaitingȱuntilȱSynodȱ2013ȱtoȱfillȱcurrentȱ
vacancies.ȱ

Recommendationȱ#1,ȱasȱamended,ȱwasȱadopted.ȱȱ
JacȱCoadȱmadeȱaȱmotionȱthatȱRecommendationȱ#2ȱbeȱ

amendedȱasȱfollows:ȱ
ȱ
ThatȱpresbyteriesȱappointȱrepresentativesȱtoȱtheȱSynodȱ
CommitteeȱonȱNominationsȱforȱaȱsingleȱterm,ȱlimitedȱtoȱ
fourȱconsecutiveȱyearsȱorȱlessȱwithȱtheȱpossibilityȱofȱreapȬ
pointmentȱafterȱaȱminimumȱabsenceȱofȱoneȱyearȱandȱthatȱ
theȱManualȱofȱAuthoritiesȱandȱDutiesȱbeȱmodifiedȱunderȱ
theȱsectionȱonȱtheȱCommitteeȱonȱNominationsȱasȱfollows:ȱ
Underȱtheȱtermsȱofȱserviceȱthatȱtheȱfollowingȱlanguageȱbeȱ
added:ȱ
AtȬLargeȱandȱpresbyteryȱappointees:ȱȱAtȬLargeȱandȱpresȬ
byteryȱappointedȱmembersȱwillȱserveȱtermsȱofȱupȱtoȱfourȱ
years.ȱȱMembersȱmayȱnotȱsucceedȱthemselves,ȱbutȱmayȱbeȱ
reappointedȱafterȱanȱabsenceȱofȱatȱleastȱoneȱyear.ȱȱTheȱ
originalȱappointingȱbodyȱwillȱappointȱmembersȱtoȱfillȱ
vacanciesȱdueȱtoȱunexpiredȱterms.ȱȱ

ȱ
Recommendationȱ2,ȱasȱamended,ȱwasȱadopted.ȱȱRecommenȬ

dationsȱ#3Ȭ6ȱwereȱadopted.ȱAnȱamendmentȱtoȱRecommendationȱ
#7ȱwasȱmadeȱbyȱPaulȱMulner:ȱ

ȱ
Thatȱtheȱ“TrusteeȱSelectionȱProcessȱGuide”ȱbeȱdistribȬ
utedȱelectronicallyȱorȱbyȱmailȱtoȱallȱpastorsȱandȱrulingȱ
eldersȱinȱtheȱARPCȱforȱtheirȱreviewȱandȱconsiderationȱasȱ
soonȱasȱpossibleȱandȱthatȱtheȱCommitteeȱonȱNominationsȱ
beȱencouragedȱtoȱbringȱitsȱcurrentȱrecommendationȱ#7ȱtoȱ
theȱ2013ȱMeetingȱofȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱforȱitsȱconsideraȬ
tion.ȱ

ȱ
Recommendationȱ#7,ȱasȱamended,ȱwasȱadopted.ȱRecommenȬ

dationsȱ#8ȱandȱ9ȱwereȱadopted.ȱ 
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Dan Hazen made a motion: 
 
ThatȱtheȱmeetingȱofȱSynodȱbeȱscheduledȱandȱorganizedȱ
suchȱthatȱallȱpreliminaryȱgreetingsȱandȱaddressesȱ
(whichȱareȱunlikelyȱtoȱrequireȱdeliberation)ȱbeȱfinishedȱ
theȱfirstȱnightȱofȱSynod,ȱandȱthatȱModerator’sȱCommitȬ
teesȱmeetȱtheȱnextȱmorning,ȱsoȱthatȱSynodȱdeliberationsȱ
canȱbeginȱafterȱlunchȱtheȱsecondȱday.ȱ

ȱ
Bill Evans moved that the motion be referred to the Executive 

Board.  The motion carried. 
The Report of the Moderator's Committee on Erskine Col-

lege was presented. 
 The Moderator’s Committee recommended: 
1.ȱ ThatȱanyȱvoteȱonȱmotionsȱregardingȱErskineȱbeȱdoneȱbyȱ

secretȱballot,ȱexceptingȱtheȱstudentȱunionȱfundingȱrequestȱ
andȱtheȱrequestȱforȱseasonȱofȱprayerȱ(#2ȱandȱ#9ȱbelow).ȱ

2.ȱȱȱȱThatȱRecommendationȱ#1ȱofȱtheȱErskineȱreportȱ(Thatȱaȱseasonȱ
ofȱprayerȱandȱfastingȱforȱErskineȱCollegeȱandȱSeminaryȱbeȱheldȱinȱ
theȱchurchesȱofȱtheȱpresbyteriesȱinȱtheȱARPȱSynod)ȱbeȱapȬ
proved.ȱ

3.ȱȱȱȱThatȱRecommendationȱ#2ȱofȱtheȱErskineȱreportȱ(Thatȱspecialȱ
daysȱbeȱdesignatedȱwhenȱtheȱworkȱofȱErskineȱCollegeȱandȱȱSeminaryȱ
canȱbeȱpresentedȱtoȱtheȱcongregationsȱofȱtheȱAssociateȱReformedȱ
PresbyterianȱChurchȱandȱwhenȱspecialȱofferingsȱtoȱsupportȱtheȱminȬ
istriesȱofȱtheȱinstitutionȱcanȱbeȱreceived)ȱnotȱbeȱapproved.ȱ

4.ȱȱȱȱThatȱrecommendationȱ#3ȱofȱtheȱErskineȱreportȱ(ThatȱSynodȱ
trackȱandȱreportȱbackȱtoȱErskineȱthoseȱchurchesȱthatȱȱȱȱȱ

ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱparticipatedȱinȱtheȱtwoȱopportunitiesȱmentionedȱinȱRecommenȬȱȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱdationȱ#2ȱandȱ#3)ȱnotȱbeȱapproved.ȱ
ȱ5.ȱȱȱȱThatȱrecommendationȱ#4ȱ(Thatȱitsȱbudgetȱrequestȱpresentedȱ

throughȱtheȱBoardȱofȱStewardship)ȱnotȱbeȱapproved.ȱ

ȱInȱaddition,ȱregardingȱtheȱrecommendationsȱfromȱtheȱ
Mayȱ25ȱErskineȱBoardȱofȱTrusteesȱreport,ȱtheȱCommitteeȱ
recommendsȱthat:ȱ
6.ȱ Theȱrecommendationȱtoȱbeȱgrantedȱanotherȱyear’sȱstudyȱ

NOTȱbeȱadopted.ȱȱ
ȱ
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ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱRegardingȱtheȱrecommendationsȱfromȱtheȱErskineȱMinorȬ
ityȱReport,ȱtheȱCommitteeȱrecommendsȱthat:ȱ
ȱ
7.ȱȱȱȱȱRecommendationsȱ#1ȱandȱ#2ȱofȱtheȱMinorityȱReportȱbeȱȱȱȱȱ

ȱadopted.ȱ
8.ȱ Theȱ2013ȱallocatedȱfundsȱinȱtheȱamountȱofȱ$431,000ȱfromȱ

theȱARPȱSynodȱallocatedȱtoȱErskineȱCollegeȱandȱSeminaryȱ
beȱplacedȱinȱescrowȱbeginningȱJuneȱ6,ȱ2012ȱuntilȱaȱsatisfacȬ
toryȱresolutionȱbyȱaȱvoteȱofȱSynodȱisȱforthcomingȱconcernȬ
ingȱtheȱBoardȱofȱTrustees’ȱresponseȱtoȱSynodȇsȱrequestȱandȱ
theȱsatisfactoryȱcomplianceȱbyȱaȱvoteȱofȱSynodȱinȱ2013ȱasȱ
presentedȱbyȱtheȱcommitteeȱassignedȱbyȱtheȱModeratorȱofȱ
GeneralȱSynod.ȱȱ

9.ȱȱȱȱȱTheȱErskineȱStudentȱUnionȇsȱrequestȱforȱ$500ȱinȱtheȱ2013ȱȱȱ
ȱbudgetȱbeȱapproved.ȱ

ȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱInȱresponseȱtoȱtheȱErskineȱCollegeȱandȱSeminaryȱReportȱtoȱ
SynodȱandȱtheȱModerator’sȱCommitteeȱReport,ȱSynodȱvoted:ȱ
ȱ

1.ȱȱȱȱThatȱaȱseasonȱofȱprayerȱandȱfastingȱforȱErskineȱCollegeȱandȱȱȱȱȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱSeminaryȱbeȱheldȱinȱtheȱchurchesȱofȱtheȱpresbyteriesȱinȱtheȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱARPȱSynod;ȱ
2.ȱȱȱThatȱErskineȱbeȱallowedȱanotherȱyearȱtoȱprocessȱnewȱinforȬȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱmationȱandȱcommunicateȱfurtherȱtoȱSynodȱonȱcomplexȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱissuesȱbeforeȱitsȱ2013ȱSynodȱmeeting;ȱ
3.ȱȱȱThatȱRecommendationsȱ#7Ȭ9ȱofȱtheȱModerator’sȱCommitteeȱ

wereȱoutȱofȱorder,ȱoverturningȱaȱrulingȱofȱtheȱModeratorȱ
thatȱtheȱ“MinorityȱReport”ȱwasȱproperlyȱsubmittedȱtoȱtheȱ
Moderator’sȱCommittee.ȱȱȱ

ȱ
Deliberationsȱwereȱmomentarilyȱsuspendedȱinȱorderȱthatȱ
prayerȱmightȱbeȱofferedȱforȱwisdom.ȱȱȱ

ȱ
4.ȱ ThatȱtheȱErskineȱbudgetȱrequestȱpresentedȱthroughȱtheȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱBoardȱofȱStewardshipȱbeȱapprovedȱasȱfollow:ȱ
ȱ

$518,000ȱoperatingȱfundsȱ
$500ȱARPȱStudentȱUnion;ȱ
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5.ȱȱȱȱThatȱspecialȱdaysȱbeȱdesignatedȱwhenȱtheȱworkȱofȱErskineȱ
CollegeȱandȱSeminaryȱcanȱbeȱpresentedȱtoȱtheȱcongregaȬ
tionsȱofȱtheȱAssociateȱReformedȱPresbyterianȱChurchȱandȱ
whenȱspecialȱofferingsȱtoȱsupportȱtheȱministriesȱofȱtheȱinstiȬ
tutionȱcanȱbeȱreceived.ȱ

 
Following a number of parliamentary activities, a motion 

made by Steve Maye carried: 
 
ThatȱtheȱSynodȱcommendȱtheȱBoardȱofȱErskineȱCollegeȱ
andȱSeminaryȱforȱitsȱwillingnessȱtoȱreconsiderȱtheȱissuesȱ
relatedȱtoȱtheȱrelationshipȱbetweenȱtheȱSynodȱandȱtheȱ
Institution.ȱ
ThatȱtheȱModeratorȱappointȱaȱcommittee,ȱcomprisedȱofȱatȱ
leastȱoneȬhalfȱbeingȱmenȱpossessingȱPhDs,ȱtoȱconsiderȱ
theȱsameȱmattersȱonȱaȱparallelȱtrackȱandȱreportȱbackȱtoȱ
theȱSynod.ȱ
ThatȱtheȱSynodȱempowerȱthisȱcommitteeȱtoȱreportȱbackȱ
itsȱfindingsȱtoȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱatȱwhateverȱtime,ȱandȱ
throughȱwhateverȱmeansȱofȱcommunication,ȱitȱdeemsȱ
appropriateȱpriorȱtoȱtheȱ2013ȱMeetingȱofȱtheȱGeneralȱ
Synod.ȱ

 
Synodȱwasȱagainȱledȱinȱprayer.ȱ
AȱmotionȱmadeȱbyȱMeredithȱCavinȱcarried:ȱ

 
ThatȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱofȱtheȱAssociateȱReformedȱPresȬ
byterianȱChurchȱaffirmȱtheȱBiblicalȱstandardȱforȱmarȬ
riage,ȱoneȱmanȱandȱoneȱwoman.ȱ

 
Andy Putnam presented the Report of the Special Com-

mittee on Efficiency.  
 

THEȱREPORTȱOFȱTHEȱSPECIALȱCOMMITTEEȱȱ
ONȱEFFICIENCYȱ

ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ
ȱȱȱȱTheȱCommitteeȱonȱEfficiencyȱwasȱappointedȱbyȱModeratorȱPutnamȱ
atȱtheȱdirectionȱofȱSynod,ȱJuneȱ2011.ȱȱTheȱcommitteeȱmetȱseveralȱtimesȱ
overȱtheȱlastȱyearȱseekingȱtoȱfulfillȱtheȱtaskȱassignedȱbyȱtheȱGeneralȱ
Synod:ȱ
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ȈThatȱinȱlightȱofȱanticipatedȱfinancialȱconcernsȱandȱissuesȱofȱstewȬ
ardship,ȱtheȱModeratorȱappointȱanȱadȱhocȱcommitteeȱtoȱanalyzeȱtheȱ
structureȱofȱboards,ȱagencies,ȱcommitteesȱandȱSynodȱofficersȱandȱmakeȱȱȱ
recommendationsȱatȱtheȱ2012ȱMeetingȱofȱGeneralȱSynod.Ȉȱȱȱ(2011ȱMinȬ
utesȱofȱSynod,ȱp.136)ȱ

CommitteeȱmembersȱareȱJamesȱCorbittȱ(SecondȱPresbytery),ȱ
Chairman;ȱAndrewȱPutnamȱ(Moderator);ȱSteveȱSuitsȱ(ModeratorȬ
Elect);ȱBillȱBurdetteȱ(NortheastȱPresbytery);ȱRobertȱElliott,ȱIIIȱ(Catawbaȱ
Presbytery);ȱSteveȱMayeȱ(FirstȱPresbytery);ȱHowardȱWheelerȱ
(MississippiȱValleyȱPresbytery);ȱPaulȱBellȱ(CentralȱServices),ȱAdvisory.ȱ

Theȱcommitteeȱreviewedȱtheȱauthorities,ȱduties,ȱandȱpracticalȱoutȬ
comesȱofȱallȱofȱSynod’sȱstandingȱcommittees,ȱboards,ȱandȱagencies;ȱjobȱ
descriptionsȱandȱdutiesȱofȱSynodȱofficers;ȱandȱpresbyteryȱboundaries.ȱȱȱ
ȱ
Recommendations:ȱ
1.ȱȱThatȱDutiesȱ1ȱandȱ2ȱasȱlistedȱinȱTheȱManualȱofȱAuthoritiesȱandȱDutiesȱ

forȱtheȱCommitteeȱonȱMinisterȱandȱHisȱWorkȱbeȱtransferredȱtoȱtheȱ
oversightȱofȱtheȱExecutiveȱBoardȱthroughȱtheȱCommitteeȱonȱAdȬ
ministration.ȱȱȱ

2.ȱȱThatȱtheȱstatedȱmeetingȱscheduleȱforȱtheȱCommitteeȱonȱWorshipȱbeȱ
changedȱinȱtheȱManualȱofȱAuthoritiesȱandȱDutiesȱfromȱ“twiceȱannuȬ
ally”ȱtoȱ“annually.”ȱ

3.ȱȱThatȱGeneralȱSynodȱthankȱtheȱCommitteeȱonȱLayȱMinistryȱforȱtheirȱ
goodȱworkȱandȱthatȱtheȱCommitteeȱonȱLayȱMinistryȱbeȱdissolved.ȱ

4.ȱȱThatȱGeneralȱSynodȱthankȱtheȱCommitteeȱonȱInterȬChurchȱRelaȬ
tionsȱforȱitsȱeffortsȱtoȱreduceȱcosts.ȱ

5.ȱȱThatȱtheȱCommitteeȱonȱMultiȬCulturalȱMinistriesȱbeȱdissolvedȱasȱ
OutreachȱNorthȱAmericaȱhasȱaȱcommitteeȱinȱplaceȱtoȱmeetȱthisȱ
need.ȱ

6.ȱȱThatȱtheȱmembershipȱofȱtheȱEcclesiasticalȱCommissionȱonȱJudiciaryȱ
Affairsȱbeȱincreasedȱbyȱtwoȱ(2)ȱandȱthatȱtheȱCommissionȱbeȱcomȬ
posedȱofȱsixȱ(6)ȱteachingȱeldersȱandȱfiveȱ(5)ȱrulingȱeldersȱrepresentȬ
ingȱatȱleastȱfiveȱ(5)ȱdifferentȱpresbyteries.ȱ

7.ȱȱThatȱtheȱpositionȱofȱSynodȱCoordinatorȱbeȱremovedȱfromȱtheȱManȬ
ualȱofȱAuthoritiesȱandȱDuties.ȱ

8.ȱȱThatȱtheȱnumberȱofȱimmediateȱpastȱmoderatorsȱservingȱonȱtheȱExȬ
ecutiveȱBoardȱofȱGeneralȱSynodȱbeȱreducedȱfromȱfiveȱ(5)ȱtoȱthreeȱ
(3).ȱ

9.ȱȱȱThatȱtheȱManualȱofȱAuthoritiesȱandȱDutiesȱregardingȱtheȱExecutiveȱ
Boardȱbeȱamendedȱtoȱallowȱforȱaȱmeetingȱtoȱbeȱcalledȱbyȱfourȱ(4)ȱ
votingȱmembers,ȱasȱwellȱasȱtheȱcurrentȱmoderator.ȱ
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10.ȱThatȱtheȱstatusȱofȱtheȱchairmanȱofȱTheȱBoardȱofȱStewardshipȱbeȱ
changedȱfromȱadvisoryȱtoȱexȬofficioȱmemberȱwithȱregardȱtoȱtheȱ
ExecutiveȱBoard.ȱ

11ȱThatȱtheȱBoardȱofȱTheȱAssociateȱReformedȱPresbyterian,ȱInc.ȱbeȱdisȬ
solvedȱandȱthatȱoversightȱforȱtheȱmagazineȱbeȱplacedȱunderȱCenȬ
tralȱServicesȱ(ExecutiveȱBoard)ȱeffectiveȱJulyȱ1,ȱ2012.ȱ

12.ȱThatȱGeneralȱSynodȱrequestȱthatȱtheȱboardsȱofȱOutreachȱNorthȱ
AmericaȱandȱWorldȱWitnessȱdiscussȱjointlyȱtheȱpossibilityȱofȱmergȬ
ingȱtheirȱboardsȱandȱreportȱbackȱtoȱGeneralȱSynodȱinȱ2013.ȱ

13.ȱThatȱtheȱJobȱDescriptionȱforȱtheȱPrincipalȱClerkȱbeȱchangedȱasȱ
notedȱinȱAppendixȱAȱofȱthisȱreport.ȱ

14.ȱThatȱtheȱJobȱDescriptionȱforȱtheȱTreasurerȱofȱSynod’sȱFundsȱbeȱ
changedȱasȱnotedȱinȱAppendixȱAȱofȱthisȱreport.ȱ

15.ȱThatȱtheȱJobȱDescriptionȱforȱSynod’sȱParliamentarianȱbeȱchangedȱ
asȱnotedȱinȱAppendixȱAȱofȱthisȱreport,ȱandȱthatȱifȱadopted,ȱchangesȱ
goȱintoȱeffectȱatȱtheȱbeginningȱofȱtheȱnextȱtermȱforȱtheȱParliamenȬ
tarian.ȱ

16.ȱThatȱtheȱpositionȱofȱSynod’sȱHistorianȱbeȱchangedȱtoȱSynod’sȱArȬ
chivist.ȱ

17.ȱThatȱtheȱJobȱDescriptionȱforȱSynod’sȱHistorianȱbeȱreplacedȱbyȱtheȱ
JobȱDescriptionȱforȱSynod’sȱArchivistȱasȱnotedȱinȱAppendixȱAȱofȱ
thisȱreport.ȱ

18.ȱThatȱeffectiveȱJanuaryȱ1,ȱ2013,ȱFirstȱPresbyteryȱbeȱdividedȱintoȱtwoȱ
(2)ȱpresbyteriesȱusingȱInterstateȱ77ȱasȱtheȱdividingȱline.ȱȱ(SeeȱApȬ
pendixȱBȱtoȱthisȱreport.)ȱ

19.ȱThatȱeffectiveȱJanuaryȱ1,ȱ2013,ȱSynodȱcreateȱaȱMidwestȱPresbyteryȱ
consistingȱofȱallȱtheȱARPȱchurchesȱwestȱofȱtheȱMississippiȱRiver.ȱ

20.ȱThatȱeffectiveȱJanuaryȱ1,ȱ2013,ȱSynodȱcreateȱaȱnewȱpresbyteryȱofȱtheȱ
ARPȱchurchesȱinȱMecklenburgȱCounty,ȱNorthȱCarolinaȱandȱYorkȱ
County,ȱSouthȱCarolina.ȱ

21.ȱThatȱtheȱCommitteeȱonȱNominationsȱmakeȱanyȱnecessaryȱchangesȱ
toȱcommittee,ȱcommission,ȱandȱboardȱmembershipȱasȱaȱresultȱofȱ
Synod’sȱactionsȱonȱRecommendationsȱ18,ȱ19,ȱandȱ20ȱabove.ȱ

22.ȱThatȱtheȱCommitteeȱonȱEfficiencyȱbeȱdissolved.ȱ
JamesȱCorbittȱ
Chairmanȱ

ȱ
AppendixȱAȱ

ȱ
Note:ȱȱStrikethroughȱdenotesȱlanguageȱtoȱbeȱdeleted.ȱȱUnderlineȱ
denotesȱlanguageȱtoȱbeȱadded.ȱ



 MINUTESȱOFȱSYNOD 567ȱ 

 

PRINCIPALȱCLERKȱOFȱTHEȱGENERALȱSYNODȱȱ
MannerȱofȱSelection:ȱTheȱPrincipalȱClerkȱshallȱbeȱnominatedȱtoȱtheȱ
GeneralȱSynodȱbyȱtheȱCommitteeȱonȱNominationsȱandȱshallȱbeȱelectedȱ
byȱtheȱGeneralȱSynod.ȱIfȱtheȱPrincipalȱClerkȱisȱunableȱtoȱserve,ȱhisȱduȬ
tiesȱshallȱbeȱassumedȱbyȱtheȱAssistantȱClerkȱuntilȱsuchȱtimeȱasȱtheȱ
GeneralȱSynodȱelectsȱaȱsuccessor.ȱ(1998ȱSynod)ȱ
TermȱofȱOffice:ȱFourȱyears.ȱHeȱmayȱsucceedȱhimself.ȱ
Duties:ȱȱ
1.ȱȱWithȱrespectȱtoȱmeetingsȱofȱtheȱGeneralȱSynod:ȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱa.ȱToȱkeepȱmaintainȱtheȱaȱrollȱofȱtheȱmembersȱandȱcallȱitȱwheneverȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱrequiredȱbyȱtheȱCourt.ȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱb.ȱToȱrecordȱtheȱproceedingsȱandȱoverseeȱtheȱpublishȱpublicationȱofȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱtheȱminutesȱofȱtheȱproceedings.ȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱc.ȱToȱreceiveȱandȱrecordȱdocumentsȱactedȱuponȱadoptedȱbyȱtheȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱCourt.ȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱd.ȱInȱconjunctionȱwithȱtheȱBillȱClerk,ȱtoȱmakeȱkeepȱtheȱrecordȱofȱallȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱunfinishedȱbusinessȱtoȱcomeȱbeforeȱtheȱCourt.ȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱe.ȱToȱsignȱallȱordersȱandȱofficialȱreports.ȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱg.ȱToȱupdateȱtheȱManualȱofȱAuthoritiesȱandȱDutiesȱatȱtheȱcloseȱofȱeachȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱGeneralȱSynodȱmeetingȱsoȱasȱtoȱreflectȱanyȱapplicableȱcurrentȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱstatusȱofȱauthoritiesȱasȱdirectedȱbyȱactionsȱofȱtheȱGeneralȱSynod.ȱ
2.ȱȱToȱreceiveȱandȱsendȱallȱofficialȱcommunicationsȱonȱbehalfȱofȱtheȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱGeneralȱSynod.ȱ
3.ȱȱInȱkeepingȱwithȱtheȱȇprocedureȱforȱtheȱcirculationȱofȱstudyȱreportsȇȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱofȱmemberȱchurchesȱofȱtheȱNorthȱAmericanȱPresbyterianȱandȱReȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱformedȱCouncil:ȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱa.ȱToȱreportȱannuallyȱtoȱtheȱSecretaryȱofȱNAPARCȱtheȱsubjectȱandȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱplaceȱavailableȱofȱanyȱstudyȱreport(s)ȱadoptedȱbyȱourȱGeneralȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱSynod.ȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱb.ȱToȱsendȱoneȱcopyȱofȱsuchȱstudyȱreport(s)ȱtoȱtheȱStatedȱClerkȱofȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱeachȱNAPARCȱmemberȱchurch.ȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱc.ȱToȱreceiveȱandȱdisseminateȱtoȱeachȱsessionȱandȱministerȱaȱlistȱofȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱallȱstudyȱreportsȱofȱNAPARCȱmemberȱchurches.ȱȱ
4.ȱ WithȱrespectȱtoȱotherȱNAPARCȱdenominationsȱparticipatingȱinȱȱ

ȱȱȱȱȱȱstudiesȱofȱdoctrinalȱorȱethicalȱmatters:ȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱa.ȱToȱmakeȱtheȱdeterminationȱasȱtoȱstudiesȱofȱdoctrinalȱorȱethiȬȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱcalȱmatters;ȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱb.ȱToȱextendȱwrittenȱnotificationȱofȱtheȱinitialȱmeetingȱdate,ȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱtime,ȱandȱplaceȱofȱstudyȱcommittees;ȱandȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱc.ȱȱToȱextendȱanȱinvitationȱforȱparticipation,ȱwithȱthoseȱparticiȬȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱpatingȱtoȱbearȱtheirȱownȱexpenses.ȱ(1986ȱSynod)ȱȱȱ
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5.ȱ ToȱrepresentȱandȱpromoteȱtheȱworkȱofȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱasȱȱ
opportunitiesȱpermit.ȱȱ

6.ȱȱȱToȱconductȱanȱannualȱspecialȱorientationȱforȱnewȱministersȱwithȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱemphasisȱplacedȱuponȱtheȱworkȱofȱtheȱboardsȱandȱagenciesȱofȱtheȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱGeneralȱSynodȱandȱwithȱemphasisȱonȱtheȱproceduresȱoutlinedȱforȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱmeeting.ȱ
7.ȱȱȱToȱserveȱasȱaȱmemberȱandȱSecretaryȱofȱtheȱExecutiveȱBoardȱofȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱtheȱGeneralȱSynod.ȱ
8.ȱȱȱToȱserveȱasȱchairmanȱofȱtheȱExecutiveȱBoardȇsȱCommitteeȱonȱAdȬȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱministration.ȱ
9.ȱȱȱToȱsuperviseȱtheȱcollectionȱandȱreportingȱofȱdenominationalȱstatistȬȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱicalȱdataȱbyȱtheȱARPȱCenter.ȱ
10.ȱToȱreviewȱtheȱrecordsȱofȱpresbyteriesȱandȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱa.ȱprovideȱsuchȱcounselȱandȱadviceȱasȱisȱnecessaryȱtoȱtheȱpresbyȬȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱteryȱclerks,andȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱb.ȱreportȱannuallyȱtoȱtheȱExecutiveȱBoardȱwithȱregardȱtoȱmattersȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱfoundȱtoȱbeȱirregularȱorȱnotȱinȱaccordȱwithȱtheȱFormȱofȱGovernȬȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱment.ȱȱ
11.ȱToȱserveȱasȱanȱAdvisoryȱmember,ȱwhenȱrequested,ȱofȱCommitteeȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱonȱInterȬChurchȱRelations.ȱ
12.ȱWhenȱnecessary,ȱtoȱanswerȱquestionsȱforȱcongregations,ȱpresbyterȬȱȱȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱies,ȱboards,ȱandȱagenciesȱȱrelatedȱtoȱecclesiasticalȱprocedureȱandȱȱȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱchurchȱpolityȱasȱstatedȱinȱtheȱFormȱofȱGovernment.ȱ
ȱ
TREASURERȱOFȱSYNODȇSȱFUNDSȱ
MannerȱofȱSelection:ȱTheȱTreasurerȱofȱSynodȇsȱFundsȱshallȱbeȱnomiȬ
natedȱbyȱtheȱCommitteeȱonȱNominationsȱandȱshallȱbeȱelectedȱbyȱtheȱ
GeneralȱSynod.ȱTheȱCommitteeȱonȱNominationsȱshallȱsecureȱtheȱenȬ
dorsementȱofȱtheȱBoardȱofȱStewardshipȱ
priorȱtoȱplacingȱaȱnameȱinȱnomination.ȱ
TermȱofȱOffice:ȱFourȱyears.ȱHeȱmayȱsucceedȱhimself.ȱ
Duties:ȱȱ
1.ȱTheȱTreasurerȱisȱelectedȱbyȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱtoȱbeȱtheȱcustodianȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱofȱtheȱfundsȱcommittedȱtoȱtheȱGeneralȱSynod.ȱInȱperformingȱthisȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱfunctionȱheȱshall:ȱ

a.ȱProvideȱgeneralȱoversightȱofȱanȱacceptableȱaccountingȱsystemȱȱȱȱ
ȱȱwhichȱmaintainsȱupȱtoȬtoȬdateȱandȱaccurateȱrecordsȱofȱallȱreȬȱȱȱ
ȱȱceiptsȱandȱdisbursementsȱGeneralȱSynod’sȱfinancialȱoperations.ȱȱ

b.ȱAssistȱtheȱBoardȱofȱStewardshipȱinȱtheȱdevelopmentȱandȱsuperȬȱ
ȱȱvisionȱofȱanȱannualȱbudgetȱforȱtheȱGeneralȱSynod.ȱ
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c.ȱAssistȱasȱrequestedȱtheȱagenciesȱofȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱinȱfinancialȱȱ
ȱmatters.ȱ

d.ȱPromoteȱtheȱworkȱofȱtheȱGeneralȱSynodȱasȱopportunityȱandȱtimeȱȱ
ȱȱpermit.ȱ

2.ȱȱToȱserveȱasȱanȱexȬofficioȱmemberȱofȱtheȱExecutiveȱBoardȱofȱSynod.ȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱ(1992ȱSynod)ȱ
3.ȱȱToȱserveȱasȱexȬofficioȱmemberȱofȱtheȱBoardȱofȱStewardship.ȱ
4.ȱȱToȱserveȱasȱexȬofficioȱmemberȱofȱInvestmentȱCommittee.ȱ

ȱ
PARLIAMENTARIANȱ
MannerȱofȱSelection:ȱTheȱParliamentarianȱshallȱbeȱnominatedȱbyȱtheȱ
CommitteeȱonȱNominationsȱandȱshallȱbeȱelectedȱbyȱtheȱGeneralȱSynod.ȱ
TermȱofȱOffice:ȱThreeȱFourȱyears.ȱHeȱmayȱsucceedȱhimself.ȱȱ
Duties:ȱȱ
1.ȱAtȱtheȱmeetingȱofȱtheȱGeneralȱSynod,ȱtheȱParliamentarianȱshallȱcallȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱattentionȱtoȱproceduresȱwhichȱareȱnotȱinȱaccordȱwithȱtheȱRulesȱofȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱOrderȱofȱtheȱAssociateȱReformedȱPresbyterianȱChurch.ȱOnȱrequest,ȱheȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱshallȱadviseȱtheȱModeratorȱonȱproceduralȱmatters.ȱHowever,ȱallȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱquestionsȱofȱorderȱshallȱbeȱdecidedȱbyȱtheȱModerator,ȱsubjectȱonlyȱtoȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱtheȱappealȱofȱtwoȱorȱmoreȱmembersȱofȱtheȱCourt.ȱ
2.ȱWhenȱnecessary,ȱtoȱassistȱcongregationsȱandȱpresbyteriesȱinȱtheȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱresolutionȱofȱquestionsȱregardingȱparliamentaryȱprocedure.ȱ
3.ȱToȱserveȱasȱanȱadvisoryȱmemberȱofȱtheȱExecutiveȱBoardȱofȱSynod
(1997ȱSynod).ȱ

ȱ
ȱ

ARCHIVISTȱ
MannerȱofȱSelection:ȱTheȱArchivistȱshallȱbeȱnominatedȱbyȱtheȱComȬ
mitteeȱonȱNominationsȱandȱshallȱbeȱelectedȱbyȱtheȱGeneralȱSynod.ȱ
TermȱofȱOffice:ȱFourȱyears.ȱȱTheȱArchivistȱmayȱserveȱsuccessiveȱ
terms.ȱȱȱ
Duties:ȱ
1.ȱ ToȱworkȱwithȱcongregationsȱofȱtheȱdenominationȱtoȱcollectȱhistoriȬ

calȱmaterialsȱofȱtheȱAssociateȱReformedȱPresbyterianȱChurchȱandȱ
toȱsendȱsuchȱmaterialsȱtoȱtheȱarchivesȱofȱtheȱJohnȱBulowȱCampbellȱ
Library,ȱColumbiaȱTheologicalȱSeminary,ȱDecatur,ȱGAȱandȱMcCainȱ
Library,ȱErskineȱCollege,ȱDueȱWest,ȱSCȱasȱappropriate.ȱ

2.ȱ ToȱcooperateȱwithȱtheȱarchivistȱatȱColumbiaȱTheologicalȱSeminaryȱ
inȱsecuringȱandȱprotectingȱhistoricalȱrecordsȱconnectedȱwithȱourȱ
denomination.ȱ
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3.ȱȱToȱpromoteȱtheȱavailabilityȱofȱarchivedȱmaterialsȱatȱColumbiaȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱTheologicalȱSeminaryȱandȱMcCainȱLibraryȱforȱresearch.ȱ
4.ȱȱToȱworkȱwithȱMcCainȱLibraryȱinȱtheȱdevelopmentȱofȱlongȬrangeȱȱȱ

plansȱforȱtheȱhousingȱofȱtheȱdenomination’sȱhistoricalȱrecordsȱatȱ
thatȱfacility.ȱ

5.ȱȱToȱreportȱtoȱtheȱExecutiveȱBoardȱofȱGeneralȱSynodȱandȱtoȱserveȱasȱ
anȱadvisoryȱmemberȱofȱthatȱBoard.ȱ

Synod’sȱHistorianȱJobȱDescriptionȱ(current)ȱisȱprovidedȱforȱreference.ȱ
HISTORIANȱ
MannerȱofȱSelection:ȱTheȱHistorianȱshallȱbeȱnominatedȱtoȱtheȱGeneralȱ
SynodȱbyȱtheȱCommitteeȱonȱ
NominationsȱandȱshallȱbeȱelectedȱbyȱtheȱGeneralȱSynod.ȱ
TermȱofȱOffice:ȱFourȱyears.ȱHeȱmayȱsucceedȱhimself.ȱ
Duties:ȱȱ
1.ȱToȱactivelyȱpursueȱtheȱdevelopmentȱofȱanȱHistoricalȱSocietyȱwithinȱȱȱȱ
ȱtheȱAssociateȱReformedȱPresbyterianȱChurch.ȱ

2.ȱToȱbeȱopenȱandȱresponsiveȱtoȱopportunitiesȱtoȱdevelopȱtheȱHistoriȬ
calȱConcernsȱEndowment.ȱ

3.ȱToȱserveȱasȱanȱadvisoryȱmemberȱofȱtheȱExecutiveȱBoardȱofȱSynod.ȱ
(1990ȱSynod)ȱ

4.ȱToȱencourageȱcongregationsȱtoȱcollectȱhistoricalȱmaterialsȱofȱtheȱAsȬ
sociateȱReformedȱPresbyterianȱȱȱ

ȱȱȱȱdenominationȱandȱitsȱcongregations;ȱtoȱpreserveȱpermanentlyȱitemsȱ
connectedȱwithȱourȱhistoryȱandȱtheȱwritingȱofȱit;ȱtoȱencourageȱtheȱ
availabilityȱforȱresearchȱtheȱmaterialsȱatȱtheȱarchivesȱofȱtheȱJohnȱBuȬ
lowȱCampbellȱLibrary,ȱColumbiaȱTheologicalȱSeminary,ȱDecatur,ȱ
GA,ȱandȱatȱtheȱMcCainȱLibrary,ȱErskineȱCollege,ȱDueȱWest,ȱSC.ȱ
(2004ȱSynod)ȱ

5.ȱToȱcooperateȱwithȱtheȱarchivesȱatȱColumbiaȱTheologicalȱSeminaryȱinȱ
securingȱandȱprotectingȱhistoricalȱrecordsȱconnectedȱwithȱourȱ
church.ȱToȱserveȱasȱliaisonȱtoȱtheȱDepartmentȱofȱHistoryȱandȱtoȱreȬ
ceiveȱandȱreviewȱitsȱannualȱreport.ȱ(2004ȱSynod)ȱ

6.ȱToȱencourageȱatȱMcCainȱLibraryȱtheȱmaintainingȱofȱaȱfileȱonȱcongreȬ
gations,ȱministers,ȱandȱotherȱhistoricalȱinformationȱofȱtheȱGeneralȱ
Synod.ȱToȱcooperateȱwithȱtheȱCuratorȱofȱARPȱMaterialsȱatȱMcCainȱ
Library,ȱErskineȱCollege.ȱ(2004ȱSynod)ȱ

7.ȱToȱsolicit,ȱsecure,ȱandȱeditȱhistoricalȱmaterialȱandȱtoȱrecommendȱtoȱ
theȱGeneralȱSynodȱtheȱpublishingȱofȱspecificȱhistoricalȱinformation.ȱ
(2004ȱSynod)ȱ
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8.ȱToȱreportȱtoȱtheȱExecutiveȱBoardȱofȱGeneralȱSynod.ȱ(2004ȱSynod)ȱ
ȱ

AppendixȱBȱ
ȱ

ProposedȱFirstȱPresbyteryȱRealignmentȱ
ȱ

ȱ

ReasonsȱforȱDividing:ȱ
1)ȱTheȱPresbyteryȱcoversȱtooȱlargeȱaȱgeographicalȱarea;ȱ
2)ȱTheȱPresbyteryȱincludesȱtooȱmanyȱchurches,ȱministersȱandȱeldersȱtoȱ
ministerȱtoȱeachȱeffectively;ȱ
3)ȱPresbyteryȱmeetingsȱareȱforcedȱtoȱaddressȱanȱincredibleȱamountȱofȱ
necessaryȱbusiness,ȱleavingȱnoȱtimeȱforȱworship,ȱinstruction,ȱencourȬ
agement,ȱandȱfellowship.ȱ
IdeasȱtoȱConsiderȱforȱDivision:ȱ
DivideȱtheȱexistingȱFirstȱPresbyteryȱintoȱtwoȱPresbyteriesȱonȱtheȱbasisȱ
ofȱIȬ77.ȱChurchesȱeastȱofȱIȬ77ȱformȱoneȱPresbyteryȱandȱchurchesȱwestȱ
formȱanother.ȱ
AȱpreviousȱproposalȱconsideredȱinȱFirstȱPresbyteryȱusedȱNCȱHighwayȱ
16ȱasȱaȱdividingȱlineȱbecauseȱofȱconcernȱaboutȱhowȱmanyȱchurchesȱ

Presbytery 
ȱ 

#ȱofȱchurches 
currently 

#ȱofȱchurches 
proposed 

Canada 9 9 
Catawba 45 28 
First 77 29 
Florida 21 21 
MississippiȱValley 25 18 
Northeast 27 26 
Pacific 16 16 
Second 37 37 
Tennessee/Alabama 14 14 
Virginia 12 12 
ȱ ȱ ȱ 
GreaterȱCharlotte ȱ 25 
Piedmont ȱ 35 
Midwest ȱ 12 
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wereȱpositionedȱalongȱtheȱIȬ77ȱcorridor.ȱYetȱIȬ77ȱisȱtheȱmostȱnaturalȱ
divisionȱandȱthereȱareȱotherȱwaysȱtoȱaddressȱthisȱconcern.ȱ
FirstȱPresbyteryȱalsoȱincludesȱcountiesȱinȱeasternȱTennesseeȱbecauseȱ
neitherȱVirginiaȱnorȱTennessee/AlabamaȱPresbyteriesȱthoughtȱtheyȱ
couldȱserveȱthoseȱcountiesȱwell.ȱTheseȱcountiesȱwouldȱbeȱincludedȱinȱ
theȱwesternȱNorthȱCarolinaȱPresbyteryȱ(likelyȱȈFirstȱPresbyteryȈ).ȱ
Particularizedȱcongregationsȱwithinȱ10ȱmilesȱofȱIȬ77ȱoughtȱtoȱbeȱalȬ
lowedȱtoȱchooseȱwhichȱPresbyteryȱtoȱjoin.ȱThisȱmayȱresultȱinȱanȱunȬ
evenȱdivisionȱbetweenȱtheȱtwoȱPresbyteriesȱbutȱweȱalreadyȱhaveȱPresȬ
byteriesȱsmallerȱthanȱtheȱnewlyȱcreatedȱpresbyteryȱinȱeasternȱNCȱ
(proposedȱ“PiedmontȱPresbytery”)ȱsoȱthisȱshouldȱnotȱbeȱaȱconcern.ȱȱ
AllȱcurrentlyȱretiredȱministersȱwillȱhaveȱtheȱoptionȱforȱtheirȱmemberȬ
shipȱtoȱremainȱwithȱtheirȱcurrentȱPresbytery,ȱregardlessȱofȱgeography.ȱȱ
Anyȱministerȱwhoȱretiresȱwithinȱfiveȱyearsȱofȱpresbyteryȱrealignmentȱ
willȱhaveȱtheȱoptionȱforȱtheirȱmembershipȱtoȱremainȱwith,ȱorȱbeȱtransȬ
ferredȱbackȱto,ȱtheirȱcurrentȱpresbyteryȱregardlessȱofȱgeography.ȱȱ
Theȱnearlyȱimpossibleȱtaskȱofȱseparatingȱfundsȱshouldȱbeȱavoided.ȱTheȱ
westernȱPresbyteryȱ(presumablyȱremainingȱȈFirstȱPresbyteryȈ)ȱshouldȱ
keepȱallȱfundsȱandȱresponsibilitiesȱrelatedȱtoȱtheȱretirementȱhomesȱandȱ
Presbyteryȇsȱscholarshipȱfunds.ȱFirstȱPresbyteryȱshouldȱalsoȱkeepȱallȱ
currentȱchurchȱextensionȱfundsȱexceptȱthoseȱintentionallyȱdesignatedȱ
forȱchurchȱplantingȱmoreȱthanȱ10ȱmilesȱeastȱofȱIȬ77.ȱȱ
FirstȱPresbyteryȱshouldȱgiveȱaȱlumpȱpaymentȱofȱ$25,000ȱtoȱtheȱnewlyȱ
createdȱpresbyteryȱforȱtheȱpurposeȱofȱcoveringȱPresbyteryȱandȱadminȬ
istrativeȱcostsȱforȱtheȱfirstȱtwoȱyears.ȱThisȱwillȱallowȱtheȱnewȱPresbyȬ
teryȱtimeȱtoȱdevelopȱaȱManualȱofȱProcedureȱandȱaȱmechanismȱforȱcolȬ
lectingȱfundsȱfromȱmemberȱchurches.ȱȱ
Finally,ȱthoughȱitȱisȱoutsideȱofȱtheȱscopeȱofȱaȱproposalȱregardingȱonlyȱ
FirstȱPresbytery,ȱtheȱSynodȱmayȱwantȱtoȱconsiderȱrealignmentȱoptionsȱ
thatȱinvolveȱaȱthirdȱPresbyteryȱȬȱoneȱbasedȱuponȱtheȱCharlotteȱMSA.ȱȱIfȱ
so,ȱmyȱrecommendationȱisȱthatȱtheȱthirdȱpresbyteryȱoughtȱtoȱincludeȱ
LancasterȱandȱYorkȱcountiesȱofȱSouthȱCarolinaȱthatȱareȱcurrentlyȱinȱ
CatawbaȱPresbytery.ȱ
ȱ

Recommendationsȱ#1Ȭ3ȱwereȱadopted.ȱRecommendationȱ#4ȱ
wasȱacceptedȱasȱinformation.ȱRecommendationȱ#5ȱwasȱ
adopted.ȱVaughnȱHathawayȱmadeȱaȱmotionȱtoȱamendȱRecomȬ
mendationȱ#6ȱasȱfollows:ȱ

  
ThatȱtheȱmembershipȱofȱtheȱEcclesiasticalȱCommissionȱonȱ
JudiciaryȱAffairsȱbeȱincreasedȱbyȱtwoȱactiveȱmembersȱandȱ
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twoȱalternateȱmembers,ȱandȱthatȱtheȱCommissionȱbeȱcomȬ
posedȱofȱsixȱteachingȱeldersȱandȱfiveȱrulingȱeldersȱservingȱasȱ
activeȱmembersȱandȱoneȱteachingȱelderȱandȱoneȱrulingȱelderȱ
servingȱasȱalternateȱmembersȱrepresentingȱatȱleastȱsixȱdifferȬ
entȱpresbyteries.ȱ

 
Recommendation #6 as amended was adopted.  Recom-

mendations #7-11 were adopted. Recommendation #12 was 
not adopted. Recommendations #13-17 were adopted. 

AȱmotionȱwasȱmadeȱbyȱGuyȱSmith:ȱ
ȱ

ThatȱRecommendationsȱ18ȱandȱ20ȱbeȱreferredȱtoȱFirstȱ
andȱCatawbaȱPresbyteriesȱandȱthatȱRecommendationȱ
19ȱbeȱreferredȱtoȱMississippiȱValleyȱtoȱstudyȱtheȱproȬ
posedȱchangesȱandȱmakeȱrecommendationsȱtoȱtheȱ2013ȱ
Synodȱconcerningȱanyȱalterationȱtoȱtheirȱpresentȱ
boundaries.ȱ
ȱ

The motion carried. 
Recommendation #21 is moot. Recommendation #22 was 

adopted. 
The afternoon session closed with prayer and the Blessing 

by Brett Blackman. 
 

THURSDAY, JUNE 7, 7:00 P.M. 
 

G. Steven Suits led the devotional. 
A member of the court called for a quorum count. A  

quorum was not in attendance, and a second count fifteen  
minutes later resulted in the same situation. 

A Scriptural Benediction was pronounced by Ken 
McMullen. 

 
G.ȱStevenȱSuits,ȱModeratorȱ

KennethȱJ.ȱMcMullen,ȱViceȱModeratorȱ
C.ȱRonaldȱBeard,ȱPrincipalȱClerkȱ
CharlesȱF.ȱEdgar,ȱReadingȱClerkȱ
LelandȱR.ȱBeaudrot,ȱBillȱClerkȱ
JohnȱD.ȱCook,ȱAssistantȱClerkȱ

VaughnȱE.ȱHathaway,ȱParliamentarianȱ


